GOSPEL-GLASSE 


| Engliſh Profelsors, 


[Levit. 1 9. 17. Thos hat 201 Ling hy Brother ; in| 


S - 
A CALL FROM HEAYEN, 


Jer. 2-30. Tet thou ſaysſt, Becauſe I an ennocent 


i i 


9 


Repre ſentiag the 


MISCARRIAGES 


In their Perſor al and Kelarive Capacities , for 
which God is contendins with them by the 
Sword, Plague, &c- and (lince the writing 
of the greateſt part of the following 
Treatiſe for the Preſs ) by. the 
dreadful Frre in London, 


0-5-8 


To SINNERXRS and SAINTS, 


By Repentance and Reformation to prepare to 
meet God, gee: of 


© Lo 


thine heart : Thou ſhalt. in any wiſe rebuke thy 
Net ghbour, and mt ſuffer Sim upon him. 


ſurely is anger (hall turn from me : Behold, 1 
will plead with thee , + we thou  ſajeſt I "<8 
not fe med. gn voz 


: London , Princed for Londdpb Taber: 5 and 
are ©o be (old at the three Crowns in 
Little- Britain , 1667. 
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Authors 


PREFACE 


clouds, and of thick dark- 

neſs, "then ( ſaith the Prophet): ' 
Blow ye the Trumper in Zip , 'and Joe! 27 
{ound an Alarum in my holy Mouh- 7 2- 
rain: -Ler'all che Inhabirants ofthe 
Land tremble, 7 How hath: the \Lord ; 
covered rheDavghrer: of Zion witha ; 
Cloud in' his anger 5 and caſt down © 


| AEMN itisa day of darknefs 
W and of gloomineſs, adayof | 


\ 


Lan, 2s 


from Heaven into che + Earth: the 
beauty of Iſrael, and remembred not 


his 'Foor-ſto0l in che-day of his anger» = 
Hehath violently rak-naway Þis Ta- y ; 
bernacle, as if it were of & Garden ; he 

hath defiroy ed the Places of the 'Al- 


* fembly s T th Lord hath cauſed the ſo- 


A 2 temn 


| SY Bets 2 4 
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| Hoſ,4.z, Hear therefore the word of the Lord , | 


The Authors 


letnn Feaſts and Sabbarhs to be for 
gotten in Zion, and hath. deſpiſed in 
the indignation of his. anger his 
V.7. Prieſts, Yes, the Lord hath caſt off 
his Altar, he hath abhorred his San- 
Guary , the Law 15 no more , her Pro- 

her> alſo find no Viſion from the 

Fond: | Othat now maine eyes vould fail 


_ V+: 9 with tears,-azd my bowels were more 


erqubled. within me | O that my Liver 
V, 11, were paured upon the Earth for the de- 
ſtruction ofthe Daughter of my Peo- 
ple, becaule the Children and the 
" Sucklings ſwoon in the ſtreets of the 
; Gity! We ſce not our Signes, theres 
Pſal. 74.-no more any Prophet , neither zs there 
9- * among us any that knoweth How 

-Long. . | 
- When we, like David, were teſtoring 
the Arkot God, I mean, the preſence 
' :of Chrift > :z bis worſbip and Ordinanced, | 
what, Stumblings of the Oxen bave we | 
ſeen 2 what miſerable Diſappantments bave © 
we met with? And what ſad breaches 
 kavethere been made? How bath God flopt 
our way 5; and branded our Emerpriſes 
ya wonderful remarks of bis ſore d:ſplea- 

are > 


2 Sam. 
6.1,2, 


ye | 


WG FL. B AY, I. Shae: 


Preface. 


ye Children of Iſrael , for the Lord 
bath a Controverſic with the Inhabi- 


t cranes of the Land, we. . poor Minifiers 


hate pleaded math you, till we can plead no 


more: the Lord hath bid us Fland by, 


nbileit be himſelf takes up the Controverſie. 

Os it not atearful thing to fall intothe.zqehe. 
Fands of the living God > Are you 70t 10. 3Is 
ſenſible what Arrows God bath begun to ſhoot 
among it us > How many thouſands, and 

tex thouſands bath he taken away as with Pſal. 58, 
a whirlwind 6y the Peftilence 2. For. all ? þ 

his his anger is not curned away , bur - —_ 
his hand 15 firetched our ſtill, How ©?" 
hath God (haken our Heavens, and our 14, o. 2, 
Earch ; the Sea , as well as dry Land? 6. 

How doth be contend #ill by the Sweyd > 

And how much precious blood bath the Earth 

ani Sea drunk up > For ajl this his an- 


ger is not turned away, bur his hand 15 _- 


{tretched out ft111. 

O | 'Come, Behold the works of the py. 46. 
Lord, whar deſolations he hath made 8. 
inthe Earth. Eyery Prouidence of God, 

( eſpecially bis more notable ARs.) bath 8 

reaſon written upen' it , could. mans: eye 
read it. whent e Charch complained that 
God was as a ſtranger inthe ;aoer , and Jer. 14; 


854 waylaringman, that rurneth aſide 8, IO. 


A3 t . 


( 


The Authors 


© tarry for a night : The Lord rep ies to 
them, Thus have they loved to wan- 


dery &c. The Controveiſie began 0% 
thesr ſade : : they may ſee theer $11 11 Ih: Pu- 


niſhment , a5in a Glaſs.. Do they w-7e 
der I grow ſtrange to them > © The eſtr ange- 
met begati oh their part. Nothing appears 


more 047 inftant Duty 0 than Io enter 4 ſe- | 


71088 ſcrutiny > What have we done > 
Lam. 3, Where haut weoffended > Ler us ſearch 


48,41, ahd try our wayes , ( ſaith the afflied 


44. ' Churchdf Judah, . upon this very occaſion » 
of the Lords covering himſelf with a 


_ Eloud, char their Prayers could nor 


'P aſs through } ard turn again to tte 


ord. Ler us lift up our heart, with 
our:hands, unto God in the Heavens. 


Has.1. ©! Conſider your wayes: The Lord 


$7 _ deablabit, Your ihiquities have ſepe- 
Ifa, 59. rated berween you and your God, and 
| 2: your fins have hid his face from you, 
that he wilt not hear, 
 1fintl men will eaſily ſubſcribe to this , 
that Sin vs the procuring cauſe of all miſery ; 


but Ifi1d ah aptneſs to transfery (the guilt 


from one 10 axodher ,, from one party to and- 
ther; and thoaghigeaple do eueh (ell them- 
fefves ro work wickedneſs "ay aq we 


i 


| p#) run me to cauſe Jeruſalem to know 


Preface, 


init ſelf. Ahab is net the troubler of 
Iſrael , but Elijah : Nay, # good map, 
Aaron excuſeth bimſelf , and layes the £109. 
blanie 07 others. The Stn 15 therrs , ot 232: 22, 
mine. Menbate a natural dtfire to juſlifie 
themſelves , ' and their deſire 1s ſo ftrong , 
that they care 10t whom they beſpatter or bur- 
> ſo they may but eaſe and jet them 
eiTes, 
' And indeed, Sin isſuch an wgly Mon- 
er , that no man will own it , if be can 
chooſe ; but bad rather lay this Child of 
Darkneſs at any mans door, yea at Gods, 
than Father it bimſcl. 
My Deſign in this Enterprize » is, to 


 obu4ate this Diftemper , and to bring you , 


all of you ; to own your 121quity ; that you 
may. ſay ( reſolve upon it ) that you will 
confeſs your iniquity , that ſo God may 
torgive the iniquity of your fin. fy 
Place, and Duty, as 8 Minifter ( though 
wholl y unworghy of that Relation to Ged and 


Pſal. 3&8 


Ezek. 
abominations ; and therefore I have 16. 2. 


def cended' fo " Particulars , that, if # ( 


the will of God, 1 might bit the bum 
and hy to every n 1471 fre plague 0) 

rt, 
"Ip 2 Hes , Tick mph ' 
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The Authors 


yake in theſe Dunghills: I dread the ill 
uſe , that the Sons of Belial may mate of 
t is Enterprize : 1 expef Various Cenſures 
from them, who [bould be otherwiſe minded; 
but my record is on bigh, that the great 
Deſign of this Publication ts, toreduce Pro- 
feſſours to a more aweful , bumble , ſerious 
Repentance towards God, and ſingular Con- 
Lerſation be fore men. "7 
| I thank Gol for the freedome that a Re- 
Vox Cla- ,,,,end Brother hath taken with the ejeRed 


$7" M inFers : and I muſt profeſs , that ſince 
ſerto. the peruſal of that moſt ſcaſ, onable Prece, 1 


hawe had no quiet «3: my Conſcience, till 1 
entred upon this Labour. Though my 6o- 
 dily Diſtempers pleaded loud for my ſilence ; 
though 1 was told ., the prudent ſboald bold 
their peage in an evil day; though 1 know 
"tis an unthankful office to admoniſh and 
reprove, &C.. Yet I have laid by all Im- 
pediments and ObjeAions that Self was 0b- 
#ruding; and wiſh Thadſuch gifts , and 
ſuch affeFions, and ſuch a diſcerning of the 
bearts and liyes of Profeſſours, as might 
render me ſome way uſeful , te put you upon 
ſelf-refletion , upen ſelf-tryal, tn order to 
4 full Repentance: I pray God, 1 may ſo 
farr at leaft ſucceed , as to obfiraf that cur- 
Jed exclarming againſt the ins of Grver- 


& "> » Fa > TI" , "_ 4 = " Gl _ 
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Preface. 


aqurs, and the ſins of divided Parties, 
as at length to make you cry out, Whar - 
have I done> O! how have 1 provoked 
Py: Hack 

Out of pity to your ſouls bave I underta= 
ken this ſubjet : Our pangs , like thoſe of 
a travailling woman, are bajtemng : the 
Cloud are ſwelling , I am lath they ſhould 
fall on you in aſecure ang impenttent condi- 
tin, I am not aſhamed te tell you , that 1 
foreſee foul weather, and 1 mould you 
ſhould be tn readineſs for boifterous Seas, 1 
know nothing ſave guilt will then fink your 
bearts : the load of afflii:on will be ſo heavy 
an1 bard upon you, tbat I would bave ng- 
th:ng elſe ( not the load of millions of un- 


- 
o 


repented ſins ) at the (ame tamr, to preſsyou 
down. Sins unrepented of, will ſoozz, as poy- 
ſon,drink up your ſpirits, If ſin be confeſſed, 
and repented of , if God bath forgruen , no 

| matter what loads lhe upon the back , ſeeing 

| no guilt les upon the Conſcience. 

| _ Having gruen you @n accompt of my 
Deſign » and the reoſon of it , 1 ſhall mh 6 
edd, 

_—_ may not he expeFed 1 ſhould grue 
you a full Catalogue of all your ſins, which 
are proUecatiens 1 the eyes of the Lord this 
day, Who can underſtand bis errours 3” | 


02, 


2. 


3e 


- Vqu15, become abortive, 


The Authors, &c. 


Pſal. 19. Cleanſe thou me {ard the Laxd) from 


all our (ecret, as well as known, faults, 

God forbid I ſhould be ſo cenſortous, as to 
judge all Profeſſours guilty of theſe ſins, in 
all the Parcicularicics , or #2 all th: Ag- 
gravations of them, Some are tobe charged 
one way, ſome another ; few can waſh their. 
hands in 1innocency, that they are x0 ways 
Principals er Acceſories. 

Farr be «t from me to be partial in my. 
Charge, to advance any P a#10n of men up- 
074 the rutnes of their Brethren. | 

1 deſire you would take this Catalogue 1n- 
£9.your Cloſets with you, and as you read, ſet 
@ ſpecial mark of obſerTation on thoſe ſins , 
which are chiefly yours , tn order 10 repen- 
tance, and amendment , and then give the 
Lord no reſt, till be haih took his Pen, and 
aipt it in the blood of his Son , and þlotted 
them out of his Diary, and remembrance. 

And Laſtly, Let me beſeech the Reader , 
to be wyery importunate with the Lord, for an 
humble, tender fpirtt ; that prejudite , un- 


| belief, and haranefs of heart, may not accom- 
pany biminthe peruſal of the following lines, 


gud (herefy, betb bis , and wy avs epics. | 


\ 


. | 2s of Profeſſours ( andtherefore of thine 
- | ownlelf )'areemumerated and aggrava- 


* | 8ainſt the Law and Goſpel joynth, 97 a» 


ECT TE IT 
" A Brief | 
|- ACCOUNT 


What may be expedted in the tollowing 


* 


TREATISE: 


.'  By@ Friend tothe Anthour and Reader, 


 PRofeſſoar , In this neceſſary and ſeaſon- 
| © able Goſpel-Glaſs, there are many ſad, 
bur afefulSights forthes, 
| Firſt, Wouldft thouknow what may be 


L? hs” 


feen2T'tetal thee; Hereinthe Miſcarria- 


| ted, The Sins enumerated ate cither a- 


| guinft the Gohhel and Law ſeveral. 
4 ; JN 68 ? #7] 'Y. "i gy oh 7 | 4 _ 6 4 8 


Pro- 


The Contents, 


Profeſſours Sins aglnſf the Law and \ 


Goſpel joyntly , are hinted in the firſt 
Chapter , which ſheys their Regardleſs- 
neſs of their own and others Souls, 
TheirSins againfi the wp more pe- 
culiarly , are ſpoken to inthe ſeven next 
Chapters. The 29. ſhews their Want of ſa- 
wing Conviftion and Compunttion : the 
3d. their Want of Deſpair in Self: the 4th. 
their Miſcarriages about Soul-troubles , 
the four following Chapters , their Mi/- 
carriages about believing in Chriſt : the 
5th. their [anorance of ChriSt, ſerving 
their turns of Ehrift, making baſe Capitu- 
lations with him: the 6th. their Delayes 


to cloſe with Chri&:: the 7th. their 7a- 


king Chriſt partially , without conjugal 
Aﬀections, and without conſidering. the 
Co8t they may be at -, the 8th.; their Shuf- 
fling together falſe Signes of cloſing with 
+ 3-10 nan ih; 95 
_ Their Sins agatnf the Law more pe- 


culiarly , areeither againſt the Fir or | - 


Second | 
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= The Contents, 
f Second Table. Their Sins againſt the Firſt 
Zable ( under the Head of Ungodlineſs ) 
are diſcovered in the Eleven following 
Chapters. The 9th. ſhews their [pnorance 
and Errours: - the 1oth. their Want of 
Love to God: the 11th. their Evil Sur- 
miſes of God : the 12th, their Unthankful- 
neſs : the 13th. their Neglef of Prayer , 
Gecl of Secret, both Ejaculatory and 
loſet-Prayer : the 14th.their Miſcarria- 
ges about their Prayers: the 15th. their 
Slighting the written Word of God, eſpeci- 
| @ þ in not reading and meditating on it as 
| theyought ; the 16th. their Miſcarriages 
| about the Promifes : the 17th. their Abuſe 
| E Mb 1 the 18th, their Hypocriſy : 
| the 19th;their Sabbath-Sins. 0; 
Their Sins againſt the Second Table, 
| arecither Perſonal or Relative. 
.,. .Their Perſonal Sins ae eyinced in 
the four next Chapters. The 20th. ſhews 
their Miſcarriages about Self-tryal: the 


ny 


\ | 21ft; their Pride : the 22d. their Glut- 


| tony: the 239, their Zdleneſs, = Their 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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The Contents; | 

Their Relative Sins areſpoken totnthe 
Fourteen following Chapters. The 24th; 
ſhews their Unmercifulneſs : the 25th, 


their Unrighteouſntſs , or Unfaithfulneſs 


in Trading : the 26th. their Covetouſnefs:: 
the 27th. their Envy: che '287h. their 
Sins as Superiours : the.29th. as Husband's 
or Wives : the 30th: as Parents or Child- 
ren: the 31ft. as Maſters or Servants: 
the 324. their Miſcdrriages towards Mini- 
Hers before their fulencing : The 33d. Since 
their ſilencing.: the 34th..their Miſcarri- 
ages towards Sinners. . 
The Aggravations of their Miſcarcfa- 
pes, that are here.enumerated;thou hafttin | 
the two next Chapters. The 37th. ſhews 
their. Diſ-ingenuity. and 'S ant aoufafy: 


the 38th. their Sinning 4g4inF},  Znow- [ 


ledge, and impenitently ,.. r1atwith ani- | 


#ng all means to bring them unto Repen- 


tance. 


Secondly, | Wouldfithoulkow, Wy and 


that. cxperime entally ,' How ” HW. "ach 
Siphts 


PTR” } 


ig + Iv Contents. - __ - 
Sights maybe untorhy.Soul ? Read dili- 
Thews'h "y Dfe th ou ſboul4 | mae ofthis 
Glaſs: and the 4oth.What Reaſonthere.is 
thou, ſhouldſ-make fuch 'Uſe thereaf. 

_ Andnow,Conſciencious Reader; (fol 
Tile thee, becauſe I hope thou refalveſt'ſo 
to. be.) having given thee this brief Ac- 
count of what thou mayeſt expeSt in the 
following excellent Treatiſe, I cannot bur 
aſſure thee, that if thou bringelt. hither 
with thee a. ſerious and teachable Spirit., 


gently the two laſt, Chapters, 


2 


_ defirous to have thy Soul ſearched to the 


throughly cured,thou wilt not loſe thy coft 


. 


| and pains: The cloſeneſs and, pyt hineſs of 
"the Complement, will not only pleaſe; but 


and Scriptaral-experience, will wonder- 


fully-advantage thy Soul , and give thee 


cauſe, all the dayes of thy life, yeato etcr- 


nity, to bleſs God, for-putting it intothe 
heart ofthe Reyerend Authour (after he 


hath 


promoting .ofthine cternal welfare. 


—_ EIS Cans mn nn - 


The Contents, _ 
hath ſacrificed his ſpirits and ſtrength,in 
2 publick way of ſervice to God, arid his 
Church, with more than ordinary a&ivity 
arid felf-denial ) under- many bodily 
weakneſſes, yea under a ſentence of death. 
thus to employ his Pen, when he cannot | 
tiis Zongue , for the good of thy Soul. | 
Everyparticular Chapter will,if God add | 


his bleſling,prove 4 compleat Soul-ſavin Fl | 


Treatife. 1 ſhall add no more, toperſwade | 
thee to Come and ſee, but this, that nothing | 
but unwillingneſs to ſee what is here to be | 
ſeen, and unperſwadableneſs to make ſuch 
improvement of ſuch Sights,can makethy | 
Caſe deſperate.'Be ſure only, Before, In, | 
and After, thy ſerious peruſal of theſe | 
Chapters, of ſo niuch worththat thou beg , | 


earneſtly of God, that he would be plea- 


ſed, with ſome of his Soris Eye-ſalve , to | 
open thine eyes, that thou mayeſt ſee; and | 
by his Spirit move ſo upon thy ſpirit, 
that thine eye may ſuitably affe thine 
heart , with what ſo much tends to the | 


CHAP. 


NTT TIES 
WELELEo GO Ce CLE 


The. Sins of Profeſſeas. 
. CHAP. I. 
_ Their regardleſſenefs of Souls; 


has 0” Cereleſs are we of our 
own Souls ? 
. 0 how few do b: lievey 1 orance 
Tha are men , having bo- of their 
S aies that muſh, dye > but precioul- 
Ra. Souls that will never dye? neſs, 
| How few do believe that 
their bodies were oiven them to be ſervice- 
ab!'e co their Souls # ? Their heads,their hearts, 
their eyes, their, ears , their hatids, cheir 
fee, &c. were all co attend upon.cheir ſouls; 
and to he'p them to Heaven +. But this is not !. 
believed by many : As they, ate ignorant'of- 
the. leſſed God » who made 'them ,-and- of 
Teſs: Chrif, .who came ts:redeem (them: ; 
ani! how wot whether there he' an Holy- Gho#t” 
- or #0 : So they are ignorant of the preciouſ- - 4 
neſs. of their Souls : y Ys hath rok | Ab} 
them 


Their regardleſsneſs of Souls. 
them eyes co read and underſtand that a man 
1s not, cannoc be, proficed., if he ſhall gain 


the whole world, and loſe. his own Soul, 


Chritt's queſtions,what will it profit 4.man,&c. 
Maith, 16, hat ſhall a man grue in exchange for hit: 
a6. Soul py Putic out ot all queſtion. Alas 1 ma- 

ny , who carry the name of Chriſtians » de- 
ſerve not the name of men. When you 
begin to value your Souls, you begin to be 
men, Ol. thart.'men would vali that', 
which once they ſhall, chey muſt , value ? 
The damned Spiris know now! the worth of 
their Souls : Hew niany wlll not 2 


Inconfi. 2. How few conſider the worth and. preci* 
deraze- ouſneſs of their, Soyl:? When do ſuch thouphrts, 


nels. as theſe, poſleflce you? © Here inthis earthly 
| rabernacle , in this boyſe of booths dwells a 
«thing, that I never ſaid, that is worth a 
«world: thoush here I craw{up and down. 
© like. a wor” of two or three, Cyhits long , 
* and am in danger to be thrown intoan, ble 
« every day ; yet l carry with'me a-Fewell, 
« the loſs whereof" the whole world cannoc 
© repair. How feldome do nominal Pro- 
feſſours conſider ſadly and ſeriouſly , what 


will become of their ſouls, when therr excel- 


lency, which is «n them, ſhall go, or journey , 
away, as Eliphaz ſpeaks ? Examine your 
thoughts all rhe day long , from morning to 


Job. 4 Sl, 


Evening , and few are laid out for the Soul. . 
3» Are not all the thoughts and. cares laid 
more tr ove wpon the body, though the beay be but clay, 


Carin 


the body. 


and the ſoul is a-ſp;rit, che body mult dye.z buc | 
foul, the ſexl ſhall vever dye? How frequently do. | 
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They regardleftneſs of Souls, 
we think of 'ofr bodies , what their wants , 
burchEns, neceſſicies are ? bar not ſo of our 
ſouls. How much of eyery day is ſpent in 
providing tor thy body , but how little for thy 
fou!? The body ſhould be but the ſox!'s ſer- 
vaxt , yer mefi feed the ſlave, and ſtarve the 
child. The body muſt be fed every day, clad 
every day , yea aderred every day , and phy« 


fick” 1 if di/tempered ; bur the ſox! reeds feed , ER 


rayment, phy ch 'Concinually , yer lyerth un» 
regarded, is [ft miſerable, naked, harved, 
&Cc. A fervent hath rwo talents to keep, the - 
Ciuild , and the child's cloatis: will che ſa- 
fter thank the ſervar!, if he plead Thave kepc 
the cloaths ; but I have neglefted che life .of 
the child > Thy 42dy is buc thy ſouls outward 
garmene, How ofren have your Miniſters 
cold you , that the (oal .was better than the 
body ? and that your ſouls needed dayly 
care- more than-your bodies? and yet you 
look after the one , withche negle& of the 
other. A day is comihs , when thou wilt 
wiſh thou had(t been bred in the Field a-' 
- . mongthe bealtsand worms, tor that chou re- 
| [ry thy ſoul tio more , than if chou hadft 
| butthe life of a beaſt: chon wile »iſ# thou 
: had been wait aroad, a ſerptnc, aworm, a 
S958 ſo;ed, 6,”For thendhbu rouldfſt not * 
| have ſuffered to eternicy ,"asnoW' thou wilt , 
| utiſefstheeyesof thy underſtznding be open- 


edlf0 ſee, conſider, and make provijen for thy 


reF:0u6, hut: prriſleng foul. Thy body ispe=" 
ben] riſking: eV fs Al they foot nan 'the' 
0... | borikdrs of ittgity': it caſt livefor ever';" 


a  A3 and 


> a> 


I I I Ee Inn mas = _n 


D{—_— ” 
4 Their regardleſsneſs of Souls. 
and yet all thy care is for_cthe body , which 
likely will not live chreeſcore years and ten; 
bur che ſoul is. negle&ed, that mult ,live 
threeſcore millions of years in hell wichour 
| repentance , and then, when that date 1s 0- 
| | ver, thouart as far trom the end of thy miſe- 
| ry , as. thou walt che firlt day , thou wait 
| ' thrown amon: the damned. _ | 
4: How many will not ſpeak, with their ſou's? 
| net They are grearer frangers to them , than.the 
| towards Londoneriare to their next Netghbours, Didit 
| our ſouls, thou ever ask thy ſoul ſuch queſtions ? © O 
c my ſoul, how «5 it, how will it be, with thee ? 
« O my ſoul, ;» what ſlate art thou? Omy 
e« ſoul, what will become of thee? O! what 
« will become of thee 1 the next worl1 ? 
nd. -- 5" At what coſt were we any time for our | 
lynch ro! Jeoparded ſonl,.} The Phyſitiare is conſulted | 
| wards our With, if there be an ache upon the body : we 
fouls, will, with the worzar , part with all, beggar 
our ſelves, to recover health of body. When 
did you know a man ſtarve himſelf, if he 
could have bread, and water, what ever it 
coſt > We will be at any expence of time, | 
Jabour , and charges, to keep our bodies from | 
ſtarving ; but how are the Ordinances of / | 
| God, ..the. Word. and Sacraments ( the ſpi- | 
E| ritual food of the ſoul ) negleted 2 The fleſh_ 
muſt be ſatisfied ; as for the ſoul , there is 
 lirtleregardto its well-being. We cannot. 
x Pel.s.s, endure to ſee a Cat,a Dog, a Beaft want 
| meat; but how ealily do many. dige(},.the. 
want of that m;lk , whereby. they ſhould: be | 
maintained and grew 2 God ( ſaichone ) gives, 
0: 


Strange- 


[4 


— KA 7 ws. . 
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Their regeraleſsneſs of Souls, [* 
to theſe their requeſts, he: gives them quazler, 
but ſends leanneſs into their ſouls. | . 
: 6. How fearleſs are many of ſoul-loſſes VFenrleſs 
| Fom.common is it for people to. draw backneſs of 
from the ſervice of Chriſt > O: what is the ſouls loſe 
marter? / ſhall loſe my eftate., liberty , pay ſes, 
fuch.a. fine , &C.,.. They little conlider what © 
their, Jouls will loſe, if they do not perſe- 
| vere, if they live not. up their light. Pro 
| fefſonrs( pardon me that I miſcall you) though 
{ you are blind, ang mad, and ſee not the worth } 
| of your ſouls; . yet know, that your ſouls are 
| rhe molt .conlidexable Jewels, you ſtand poſi 
ſelſed of, Al. the, world will not wergh with 
- erg, ſoul, Thy-wonry may. ranſome.'thy body: ; 
nothjng:laye Chriſte, blood thy favl.;; Pauſe;a 
while {Reader } and refle&. on. all:rhy ſin» 
4 | Full negleQsof thy immortal. Soul, left on 
—_ Lf ag bed thou ſhriek and cry; .Q my ſoul, 


er art, thoy, gong ? 


ar me + > 14+ 4  . 2akJ A 4 ; ; Xep 4 
mn | - 26; How bile are the ſouls, of - others valued Careleſs- 


ne | ard cared for? how many maſters are there. , m a 
ir. Char, $2re no mere, for their ſervevrs ſouls, than £1918 

e, | for the dogs? nay, nor, ſo. much > Perhaps 

*n | {oats of you art -carefull, hat, the bodies of 

of | Your.families be cloathed , be: fed, 8c. but : 
roi= | The ſapls lie unprovided for :, more care is tay Soul-pby3 


eſh | K<nfor the pign, than for rhe ſouls. ſoners nor 


: cenſured 


e is Lot dow. do we, JuStly cenſure. thens as worthy - _ 
ne of. £ qprial. ps TRE" of #2, that #rther. the b8- 01ghr co 
ant. | Flag " but. no} 0 others: mho -poyſon and be, : 
ENRON 44 OE 
i.be; . How do you hate to have a» hand in murihe- _—_— 


2H ring the hodies of any , to lay poyſon for the Ped - © ! 


- 


Their regardiefvneſs of Stats, 
defteuQion of any ? and yer how commonly 
do men lay the poylon of ill councell , and'ilt 
| Example before others co cauſe them to fall 
'Into.the pit of hell, and are not t affeted with 
rhis greac evil? 
N - 2. How troubled are wt at FR that kifl- bi» 
1 og 4:85, or that murther others , bur nor ſo ar 
foul-mur. *e millions , that deſtroy their own and 0- 
eherers, thers ſouls, that have an hand in ruining , in 
damning themſelves and others ? 
3. If any ne plett means that might Fe: bike 
d:axcd the life of their hnthaiids, childres , &C, 
bow are they dejefted } how do the; wring 
their hands, and bear their breafts } whereas: 
if by careleſsnefs, if by the fiegle& of  theit 
duties, if by evil example, they | reve 
3 Atoyed their ſouls ; they are -not £ro led 
| dbour theſe trrarrers. © -- 
| Low ef- ' 4. Hotr do you account wodnly of Py that 
rceems of take pains for their ſox[t 7. chat wait . at the 
thoſe that vols of Bitherda , tht conſule Miniſters , 
188 or and books, afhd attend on the Ordinances for | 
EH 4:  their- ſouls, whilſt you account it your wiſ- 


__ dome to - ont the moſt, if hot alt, 'of | 
your time-for your bodies 2 ' Haſt thou the 
uw  . . nam Of a Chriſtian? Tpriy God to fer one | 


[ | ' wordto fink} tang ri this baff wot 
7 b-- rhey beſt not thi Spirit of Chrift 3n | 
Ee Kne how to value (outs, and ue 
> blo whe and! ſends his Spj- 
[tobe A for ag 
t" £2 {EH Þ 
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CHAP, II, 


"M betr rant of ſaving Convition 
«7d CompunHon, 


FT Ow many Profeſſours, like Pau/, are i;,. 
& alive without the Law? How many , whour ' 
like Sarde, have a nawe to live; imagine the Law. 


they are alive, when they are dead ? 


many are alive in their own conceir , and 


perhaps inthe conceir of others , and yet are 


 . voidofthe true ſuper-natural life ? How ma- 


ny are contented with their being baptized ? 


\ They ſeenoneedof Chriſt , they were born 


How Rom 7.9. 
Rev, 3-We 


of Chriſtian Parents , they are of the ſtock of Luke 3,3, 


Abraham: we have Abraham to our Father. 
They do nor conſider how many baywzed 
perſons are deadly enemies to Chritt , and to 
their ſouls, and averſe ro the wayes of holi- 


: neſs: they will not conſider that Swearers , 
| Drunkards and. Aduſterers have as cood' 
| claimes. ta. Chriſt and heaven as theſe have. 

pleaſe themſelves with the Rt-. 


How many alſo. 
ligion: of Education. God hath. not »wonlded 
dEiT hearts, 
Parents have - raught them ſonie Principles 
r they are ftrangers to the 


| wonderful operations and teachings of the 
Holy 


nd 


A4 


though Payer: their /;ves : their 


Their want of ſaving Conviction, 
Holy Ghoſt : they tave noc che nttion fron 
above (they know nat hat it is) chat teach- 
eth all things ; and yet ſueh as theſe are 'abive, 
F e, merry , jocund, jovial, confident if any 
S0e to heaven, they ſhall be of rae number, 
ur.t9 mot qy es." 
ew cone Firlt > How many are there that were ne- 
inced of VCr convinced of or 1g nal (1N, imputed, Or 1 
original parted? 1. How few are convinced that Adam 
le as was Acommon perſon, avdthat we /inned in | s 
i; loynes ; that if he hal ſtood , we had food ; and 
that it is juſt with God, that be ſhi p wracking 
himſelf, we ſhould be counted fnners in hn, 2 
We did eat of the forbidden fruitin Adam , 
we in aA dam believed rue Devil rather* tha 1 
God , wein Adam broke with Cod for 
toyes and rrifles ; we were uncrateful, diſo- 
bedient in him; we. apoſtirized in him, and 
broke covenant with God in him ; hence by 
010 mans offence ſin entred ir.to the world ,” aud 
12 death by fin ; for that ( as Levy paid tiches in 
Abraham, (Oo) we becime rebells againft che 
Majeſty of Heaven in our 'firſt Parents ; 
when did you ſhed a tear for Adam's fin, for 
your and his grand provocation ? 
Few con= 2, How few ſee Adam's finfut nature 111- 


Rom, F 


vinced of parted to them ? They ſee not their imward | 


fin = part 55 very wickedveſs , nothing bur wicked- 


rent, neſs, Few ſee what a ſad- Apoftacy from 


Plal, 5.9, the perfetion of mans nature Sin hath ; 
- brought into the .-world'; and: how black. an 
Image of Sarhan it hath drawn vpon the ſoul; - 
they never ſaw what filthy, dirty, Joathſome | 
things they are in the eyes of God ; they ne- | 


 3F 28... i I rar ps 
SEPNE > 2h 


Their. mant of ſpuing Covuidn: 


ver ſaw their noyſomeneſs and venome z the 


—— . 


i JO 


: cent themſelves ro walk heavily under ſome 
| atual miſdermeanours, were they convinced 


\Meirwanz vffuving Coroinim. 


ens 3 did they bur delieve how fin deſcend- 
Cd, and was conveyed : Men could not con+ 


.ofehe body of fin within them, titeir grearet 
forrows would be for their ſinful propenſi- 
ties Neither would you wonder at any 
-impieties and enormities in the Earth, but 
-would admire at the reſtraints of Heaven , 
that they are tiogreater. Alas! If the Rea- 
der were leftts himſelf, he would prefently 

y handy on his neareſt relations , and on 
biafelf. Certainly, the reaſon why we turn 
mot Cannibals, why every man is not a Soda- | 
wire, a Martherer, an Opp refſour, &c. is, | 
becauſe God hath a rein ox the heart , and | 
curbs i it, for the:continuation.of mankind, that | 
otherwiſe would foon be deſtroyed. The 
'benndary-'e the Sear, ard of the Ocran of 
cou » i the Sovire;y gs 4bove, Bat O! 
bow te we corfimend Nature! ſuch a man | 
hath « pood' nature; ſuch a man you may ' 
eruſthim, he wilf aever commit ſack abomi- | 
: You'miy us well 'believe a Toad | 


| will tor poyſon, 'or the Sei wilt not overflow ' 


the Barth ;/ if Got leave irtoits ſelf, But to | 
deſcend to partiqulars. * 


1, How feld ſve the rorr 


box of their wind fy 


Low few are'tonvinced , that tbe c4r»4l ind * 


aur a0) 
—— Luw bf 


Bad te and 5; "not ſwhjeft 50 
weethey mndecd © 5s bed How 
wes our minds te es with tals 14 43nd tojer» 
i; 06 yſteries of God 2 | | 

fe , Oh they are as} 
PH « w wad 38 any ASIA in that, they | 
pleaſe | | 


Fl 


Theiy vii peu ben 


- | pleaſe themſelves with thit ,' which ould be 

+ | rheir greateſt burden, 'namely'Sin ? eros are 

e | worſethanthe Bee or Ant, fortheſe pr 

d | fora ſevere hardWinter ; * rheſt 2 MN - 

i | hereafter, whilſt woſf A mind preſone 

- things, preſent pleaſure , Preſext profit , &c. 

y | witi:the negle& of heaven, » afid future glory y 

it | They mind more what to-eat and drink here ; 

, | whatto hove ar preſenr for rh life ," than 

j- | whatto lay por eternity: They buſie theme DETES: 

ly | felves to know what is of »s- *confequence', *© t:- 

N but careleſs of md en tors and ternal” a 

n | How few. employ their minds to know Goifz | .' hy 

a- | and liow he 150 be worſhipped and pleaſed: * (= 

s, | bnt;employ themſelves in needleſs and*ofi- ;..;. ix 

id proficad e' ſpeculations ,- in this , like fri 

ar | and cBlldkes ; who p refer p ainted glaſs” 

he | fore jemels if ele, ee i of&ſer by a littfe 

of mirth and the mate 

J! | their ſalvati F Y Ho are Bow Pm enflaved 
? | ruitiſh, inferh.;, : 

ay | 6ur and i yiobl parts of the, foul , and w 


of 
man ge wand — CCRT a - 


ad © of dur Bert {irc do we juſtife fin, ans 4 
I | ad pleat for'it > Hence' rad there ate 
0 | warms of Tale”, ' con wwe, pertinent 


£0 © 
_ 3 Fooliſh,” ridjafous Ha { hit +7 
a1 p Fouls and Fo, ' 


ſeldom ke 
 coticeptions of "KG 
and holineſs, * 


vl as ek  o of} 
they oh Wh 
A Ing ed bilmbil} wok. þ ru 
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72 Their nant of fauing Conuydton. 

diverted? And if we know the ouc-fide gf 

hs, yet how often is that a barr to our 
clofing with Chriſt, and walking, in him.2, 
And. yet, though thele poor, blind, deluded 
; RAD 5 fill all our wayes and paths , {0 
that where ever we g0e we meet with thems, 
echow ſeldome are any conyinced of this, 
bows ſeldome do . 0X cry for. v6 aha , my 


rm RF Cience. is de id; b pak x” here be 'A "blinds 
the cor- upon. it, whereby ic mil. ju ger » and. 


-upti A TR. lizht;. and t gre (epi: 
whe Con- 


Ting, watch 


ukanaty J panty it. be Eo and _ 
_—_ and they, have a £00 4 confoucy oe, though 
they know not what conici ir | 
: 3, $19w few are JAR of t "ig orrmption 
0 ti wmill?. Flow do, they will ſh> that Irup- | 
eſs, uncleanneſs, .7c. : Were. no .lins'3 
om do they chooſe tolive a muerzy' rachep | 
2 an holy life ; to be the, "francs. of the 
will, Pevil, rather than of God; to. commit. f»,, 
nd. thereby; hazard their damnation, rather | 
10. ſuffer A 1d, Hrmghys Fany.: vibuwign 
kd. enter into the. gdow 0 "Cath 
gladly would moſt Profelſous. Enter Gre 
heir ret in ſomeyhar (bel God , uf | 
could. NL SUNy the world ling eo | 


will ? 
Jap are rec mark ks poll: fon ” of ih KA 
Quo: Ts bs, -) what, nll 


: 
, 
« | 


Their want of ſaving Convifiies,-. T3 
| ſhould love , and love what they ſhould hate; 
choysh they love ſin, whici they ſhould hate , 
and hate and light - God, ro whom they: 
| ſhould give che precedency of their love ; : 
tough all be in d1{order , all be mil-placed; 
tiough God be dethrexed | and Sin , Sachany 

and the World ue et up above all that 55 called 

God; yet tew do really believe that ſuch a 
miſerable Chaos 15 upon them. 

5, How few are ſenfible of the corruption.e p 
coef How fon en fend of the correptie of ow con 
Charged to. remember Ged, and how to SEtthe cor. | 
a poſeſion of him ; and to' remersber duty ,maption of 
and howto practiſe ; and to remember ſin, I 
{ and how to thun.it: yer how ſoon do. they 
| forger ſach truths , and lodge in _their memo. 
FIES £7 juries » that they may verge them; and. 
vanities , fooliſh.jefts., unprofitable toyes and. 
| | tales, to pleaſe themſelves therewith ? You 
\ | can remember . how merry you were ſuch 
: atime, how, DAN » how, your ſezſualzties 
' were abounding, ;- but you ſoon forget a Ser- 
| may; Orityou! remember any thing Salons 
| by the Preacher, it is that, which either 
! concerns others cconditzonsy, rather than yours, or 
| which yields you. the leaſt advantages heaven- 
r | 
. 


' ward, We cag. remember the fall of Peter. 

much eafier,than the repentance. of Peter ,. 

than his bitter weepings ; we can remem-. 

| ber- David's "Adultery, but not his  Repen- 

| tance, and how i it broke bis bonts , and. made . $ 

| bas bed zo ſongs, : . Few cans 

g cpa ths. few have y comveneedToced 5 
harfin'is the, greaeſt evil t How, few havege grear: 

ſeen eſt cv.1, 


Dok tru EY | 


Thelw want afivng Conviftion. 


feen ir in ics perte& odiouſneſs, in its nx- 
ked face, as that which makes Men Devils, 
fighting acainſt God } How are n11f ſtraxgers 


Jabs, 44 ues pedigree , and c0n/ider not the Devil co be 


is Pather ? We would be thought to have 
nothing ro do with the Devil , nor that he 
hath any thing to do wich us z we canlive in 
fin, and yec ( hypocritically enough ) defie 
the Devil, axd all his works ; We can make 
more moderate conſtructions of our fins, 
and call chem che frailties of out fleſh ; bur he 


' that commits ſin is of tht Devil, I. te. the De- 


vis drudge ; Sathan works in him, and by 
him. If m men were convinced of this , they 
would not drink, in the Devil's piſs. Sin it 
comes from the Devil, it is che Devil's excre- 


ment , and yet Chis is rolled wader the rongne 


as a (ſweet merſet. ©! with what greedineſs 
is the dung of hell devoured and ſwallowed ? 
How few ſee lin to be contrary to the works of 
God? alchough Goll had no foontr perfected 
the goodly fabeick ofHeaverr avid Earth, but 


{in gave a ſlirewd ſhake to all, it ſhook ard 
dif-joynced all; and had ir not been'for Chriſt, 
Che great Mediatour , it ha#tuineTthe whiole: 


frame of Nature,” ' How few ſet fis to be con- 


frary to the will of God ? God ſaith, I will have 


thi: done; I'ewotibeic, faith'Simn = 7'le bavs 
faith 


bee God. H, w few t 
riety tothe vey pn, of Got: wo rot is ood , » 


antes, Erol hn wh y 4 | 


- 


this fu affred, faith God ; 7'Þ vt ſuffer it, 
Nay ſq great is the conreſt ewixe 
Sin and God ; Ne if irconkd ; ke peu = ow 


LY EE RY 


be. 


FOAM MW moe. © 


few believe ſin.co be univerſally evil , thar there 
that there is good in poverty , good IN &;ſgrace, 


ſccutiens unto derth ; but eakily are men pet- 
ſwaded, there is ſome good in fs, How few 
are convinced of the. wiſcrable effets and conſe= 
quences of ſin? The wrath of God 13s not ye= 
vealed againF#t-their wnrightcouſniſt and nngod- 


Tuey ac ſtill alive, We cannot for our: 
hearts perſwade men to gre wp fs heaven , © 


is good in all the Angells of heaven ; for that: 
one lin conquered them, andſpoyled them of. 


| all cheir beauty, and madethem, of glorious: 
{ creatures., to become. ſuch Joathſome an&* 
| hideous ſpe&acles; neither-can we prevaih 


with any ( almoſt”) to rake 4 journey to Para® 


what work. it did there ; or to goe to beſts 


- though 


good 1h reproaches. with the tongue, and par= 


lineſs , to as to. make their knees ro tremble... 
The hayd-writing on the wall 1s not obſerved. 


fee what ſpoyles-it mace there; could we - 
| herein prevail , then would they inferr , that 
there is more evil inthe leaſt ſin, than there 


{diſe, to ſee its vegome there -or to goe to: 
the Garder., or tO AMonne Calvary, tO ſee 


4c, £0 hear the dolefal ſhrieks. and cries: - 


" Their mart of ſaving Canvifiiem "5 


is no good init ?. We cannot perſwede meny 


-” 
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1.6 Their want of| ſaving Compun107; 
Ifa, $9.20ly ſeperater berwees Gol and ſouls, though 
| inthe belly of it be found all miſeries, deachs, 

and-hells; thouzh i: be the founder of all 
oraves, and of Tophet ; though ir fill rae 
conſcience with 'terrours , arid hell with fire 
and-brimtone: yer few are affected with 
the'evils of its but they drink in iniquity as 
water, 


Tiirdly, How few Profeſſoxts are ſenſible 


Few ſen-' 


fible of ' that they are caft by an holy and righteous Þ| 


being uni- Law ? that they are condemned creatures ? that 
der the the :wrath of God abidech on them ? Few have 


wrath of; faen the black -cloud full of woes, brin | 


God, 


John 3. full of wrath , ready co empty ir ſelf upon f 


13,36, Thcir ſouls : they take no notice, thac though | 
Eccleſ, 8. the ſentence be not exetuted ſpeedily ; yer it Is | 


it, given forth, and there may be but a liccle 


breath , and they are gone to periſh for ever. | 


How many ſenſeleſs ſouls are there in our 
Pariſhes , whoſe conſciences were never ſha- 


khet', whoſe ſpirits were never wounded, . 


who never rezeived the ſpirit of bondage to 
fear, who never knew what a fearfull exp#- 


(tation -of judgement meant , who go dancing 


. to. hell in the Devils chains ? and yet count 


themſelves the noble and gallant ſpirits, ani 
flateer:themſelves in their owneyes , and ſay, 
we.\ſhall. have. peace, though we walk in the. 


Delit25. ;3weginations of our hearts? Theſeare ( Lao- 


I%* , dicear-like) richyand full, and netding nothing, 


x6, 15: When. God: is about 19 ſpxe them our of by 


evonth ,. (-as we'diſcharge our ftomacks. of! 


. » 


R— ” 
Read otts, - 


x6, their own concert, then ſeven men rhas ey | 
TT on ....001 
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Their want of ſaving CompunAion, 


der 4 reaſon. Though one Miniſter at the 


licels of another enceavour with Scripture 


upon - Scripture to convin:e tiem of, and 
co prick tierh at t2e heatt for , cheir (in and 
danger ; yet taey are boyerouſly confident 
an] preſumptuous , that they ſhall ro heaven 
4s ſoon as any Pretigzans in che Country, 
Never did many break one nights ſlzep, upon 
Lis coniideration of their (infull and loſt con- 
dition by nature : never did they loath their 
ordinary food , er feel the ſmart of broken 
bones, as Davis did ; chough they have fin- 
ned at an hioher rate : riever did they know 
what a wounded ſpirit meant , what anguiſh 
of ſoul was : nEver did they feel Gods 
wrath, or ſin, ab then inſupportable ; they 
were never pricked at the beart , ſoas to cry 
Out; hat ſhell I do tobe ſaved ? What ſhall 1 
do to have wp [ins pardoned? Would you know 
the reaſon of all this ſecurity ? Alas! they 
are dead 11: fins and treſpaſſer. A dead condi- 
tion i; an inſenfible condition; death deprives 
of ſefiſe as well as life ; tlie dead are not 
frighred with the ſwords and piftols at their 
breaſts; the dead fear nor , though rhreatued 
with fire dud brimiFont; the dead bear not, 
though God be on Mount Ebal — 
curſes upon curſes ; thE dead ſee hot, thou 


fi be ſougly a monſter, and bell ſo frighrfull 
s place ; the dead ſab-8 not , though fin 


finks worke; than the vounit of dog ; thanrer- | Por, + 
zen Sepwilchres, or than the avrrupted matter ,.* * 
of che moſt naſty diſeaſe ;* it offends not the 
ded to have ghis —_y Carridn alway =_ 
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Few ſen- 


fible of 
Sathans 
working 
in them, 


Eph, z, 3, hoxſe » and ſo all is quiCU 16 Was 8 fad: 


houſe ? That he 


— ——_——— 


Their want of (&ving.Conpuntton. 
their boſomes; the dead feel not , though 
that Winch 1s heavier THan morntains of lead be 
lyins on their backs; they grown not, net- 
ther do they complain ſo much , as Cain did, 
they do not go /ofily in the bitterneſs of their 
ſouls ,. by reaſon of their (ins. Many cannot. 
ſay with Hazzrah, that ever they were of a 
ſorrawfull Spire, Taough there be ſo many 
curſes upon the heads ofall natura! perſons , 
though there be an entayl of wrath upon 
the heads of the very fins, they live in; 
tho ug 1.thetr fins are, or may be, circumſtanti- 
ated to a greater degree,than any of the Scrip- 
ture-Offendors that we read of, as being com- 
mitted under the open Sun. of the Goſpel; 
thong! Hell be open to receive them every 
moment , whilt impenitent, whilit hardned; 
though the Valley of Hy is making 
room for them , toentertain them wich the 
vengeance of a;jultly-provoked God; yet few 
fear , few work oat their ſalvation with weep- 
31g eyes , and trembling hearts; they are ſtill 
alrve without the Law; they never walked 
ſoftly with 4hab , or were-under Son/=trouble 
with Jude; ; they fall ſhort of the pangs and 
ſenſe, of Hypocrites; Oh, Oh ! Oh.! I pic- 
7 ele ſecure: fouls; how ſhort will they fall 
of their hopes.., -and how farr ſhort of Hea- 
Fourthly, How few are ſeuftble, that. all this 
while the. Devil works in them , as in hrs work- 
nofſeſſetly the heart. of every | 
unregenerate man ?. The ſtrong man hep: the 
Lay » 


— - 


Cnnuzne 


« 


&-. WF _ 


Their watt of ſaving Humiliation, 
when the abomination of deſolation ſhould be. 
ſeen ſtandings. ;» the holy place ; but what are 
abominable Men co aboninable Devili ? 
| They did but exerciſe cheir cruelcies on rhe 

bodies of the TJewes, bur how many Devils 
havecheir walks in the hearcs of natural men 
and women # If thon art :n thy bloods, the 
Devil hath encred into thee , as ſure as ever 
he en:red into the heard of Swine ) and ſo hur- 
rieth thee inco baſe laits , as he carried them 
headlonsg into the Sex. | : 


"CHAP. 1II 


; | 
e * Ther wantof Deſpair tn Self.  - 
6 5:/ Gr | 
"l F Men are ſenfible of their finne - x 

ITY] 5 599- : TY ator. IOW 
ed and miſerie, \ et how nary are going Pn 
ble | ahout toeftab 1! their "0w7 Triphtron - Souls, 
nd neſt? Tnough-lome are "convinced Rom, 19.3 
fe ot the uglineſs of tin, of :hz miſerie 
fall by fin'; yer they are riot tally con- 


lea-  vinced , that:the covenant of works reqQuites 
perfeft, perſonal, and cor ffanr obedience, cedar it 
8his admits notof repentance ,' thar it accepts not 
pk of thewill forthe deed; but Cxrſeth every one " 
very . that contingerh not in all thinge , which are wrie< 9313-19: 
s the rex inthe Book of the Law'to do them , ſothat if 
there be) afailer- bya vain thought 3, the con- 
* | B 2 ditions 


Their want of ſaving Humiliation, 


ditions of ti.at covenant are broker. ; and no- 


Phil, 3.6. 


Pſal, 3 8.4. 


thing , ſave fearful exp:tations , ſhould ſeize. 


on ſuch a Soul, Few ( I ſay) believe this ; 


bur though chey are. Lankrupt Children of | F 


Adam, yertthey hope by their peeling Wares 
to ſet up again, and maintain themſelves , 
wit':out being teholden to any other, for 
the procuring of their ſalvation 3 hence they 
pray, who were prayerleſs before, hear, 
and ( perhaps) with much diligence, wl o 
were wont to play away the Sabbath and Ser- 
mon :ime ; andreform in many things ; and 
now , Soul, take thine eaſe, them haſt go ds 
bard « p for many years, yea for eternity; thou 
art conver: ed ſure, and fo think all the Neigt:- 
bour-hood ; O.! what a change is here ? The 
man was a Drunkard, not ſonow ; 8n Adul- 
terer, a propiane Belial ; but now civilized, 
yea a Cevout man: Serioxr , that was flaſhy 
before ; and roucbing the rig hteonſnrſe which s 
;» the Law, blameleſs. Now he 1s alrve in- 
deed ; his Conſcience is pac: fied , which be- 
fore rroubled lim $- Le can bear the Word 
gladly, which before was burthenſome tohim; 
he can pray with affeQ:on , and with ſome de- 
light, when before all the Ordinances of 

caven were tedious and intollerable- brr- 


tliens to him. Now he thinks , Sure 1 have 


life withinme, Iam not dead. He ſees nor 


all this while , that he muſt have fe from | 


withoxt , \and ability from withowue : He doth 


not yet ſay, Mine zmquities are gone over | 


wine head , 41 an heavy burden, they are tos 


Pls,49.13 heavy for me, Mine injqwities have taken bold || 
wpon | 


| 
: 


| 7, 
La 
F, 
, . 
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Thetr want of ſaving Humiliation, 
upon me, ſo that I ans not able to look up, No, 
no he can lovk up with confidence , and call 
God Father ; and clough ſometimes he pro- Job 12. 
vokes God, yet he is ſecure. He doth not 6. 
ſee thathe is dead, z. e. damned, and 5»ſuf- 2 C 0r.}s 

ficient as of himſelf ro 1hink any thing a4 of 1:11, ec, 

ſelf, bz all his ſwffictency rs of God. He thinks 

he is not utterly unavle ty make amends for 

his fins, not quite dead , for he can pray, &c. 

He ſees not, that it is as cafie 10 make. new 

Worlds , as to put up one acceptable Prayer 

to God. He ſees not, that he needs an Al- 

mighty power ro enable him to perform [ts 

ducies, and infinite. ſatisfaftion to diſcharse 

him of his debts. He is ſomewhat ſen{ible of 

his danger by ſin , but he eyes not him that is 

mighty to ſave, He looks for help wichin , Tſa. 63. 

” bur not withouc, He ſees no adſolute ne- 1. 

_ ceſſity of Chriſt all this while, He ſees nor, 

_thar «al hisr; ghreouſneſſes are ws fi lthy raggs in Iſa, 64. 
Gods fight , and rhar all his duties fill up the 6. 
Catalogue of his (ins. 'He ſees not, that there 
i no Salvation in any other , ſave Jeſus Chriſt, Att: 4. 
becauſe there i no other Name nnder Heaven, 12. 
{na men, whereby we muſt be ſaved. 

' He hopes to goe to Heaven through duors of 
his own , the door of Repenrtance , the door 
of Reformation, the door of good Works, &c. 

3 bn he cakes _ of the mercy of God, and 

e promiſes of pardon , Let the wicked for- 

| ſake bi, WAY y Lay the unrighteorns matpel Iſa 55. 
thoughtt, and let bim return unto the Loyd , 7* 

: and he will have mercy upon bim, yea be wil 

, #ahnydantly parden, © Thus have I done, 

[ "2 Bz (faith 


Their want of ſavi ne Humiliation. 
* ( ſaith this awakened perſon ) and now my 
« Cafe is go00d. O! I would not be 1n mine 
& old myres iora World : O ! wha: a change 
c« js here? 1 was a careleſs Wretcit , careleis 
« of God , and my Soul , carclets of praying, 
« reading , hearing, &c. notlongw. An 
HMatth. now that the houſe out of which the wiclean 
12, 43) Sprrit z5 gone , w ſwept and garmjred , he car- 
44 45.7eth It lugh , ar.d lictle UIKSLE that ſever 
has worſe Spirits are Entring in. Thus 15 the cale 
of multitude of Proſefours, wl.om Chrilt 
Luke wWillneyer ſeek nor ſave, for that they are not 
I 9. 10s loſt, they ace not ſuccorxieſs and helpleſs , 
5 they think they may ſaye themlelves: trom 
wrath ro come. They ſeg net , that rhere 1s 
a Satisfaction to be made to Divine } aſtice , 
Which they cannot make; wherefore their 
hopes are from their reformations , not from 
Chrilt ; rheir peace is from their performan- 
ces, not from Chrifts blood of attonement - 
Luke All theſe have T kept from my youth up, Hence 
18. 21, be iscontident, not from Carilts comurg wnder 
| the Law : hence he 1s dilivent in Prayer, &c» 
but careleſs of the way of Faith ; hence he 
bleſseth himſelf in hjs own performances, and 
150 Way taker up with what Chriſt hath'done 
and ſuffered for him, Moſes is magnifyed , 
and Chriſt is lighted : Duties are ſet up, and 
Faith neglefed : Forks advanced and cryed 
#Þ, and Faith is litile heeded or look'd after. 
"Woe few are. there , who count themſelves 
' . Wholly deſtitute of -every good thing ,| that | 
ſhould make them acceptable unto: .Gdd. 2 © 
They lay not the weight of Salvation upon.the | 


Face | 


Their want of ſaving Humiliation. 
grace of God by Jeius Chriſt, butupon.ſome= 
what that comes from themlelves : they will 
have a Bridge of Duties, that ſhall carry chem _, 
over the Gulph of eternal miſerie : chey-hope 

ro quench Hell Fire by their tears Alals ! 


ſome years agoe, you Might as well have 


drawn Water out of the Flint , - as. tears from 
them; bur the caſe is altered : «1 was blind, 
« but now I ſee the deſerts of fin , which I 
« ſaw not before ; I ſee it is a fearful thing to 
&« {in againſt God, and now I bewail my fins, 
« and am ſorry at heart for them; ſure my 
« condition is. mended, I thank God I am not 
«as other men, nor as once I was my felt , 
© I hope by my tears to waſh away my fins. 
All the while Chriſt lech without doors, the 
Soul is a ranger tro Faith in Chriſt , he ſees 
not his inſufficiencies , he ſees not his unwor- 
thineſs to goe to Heaven and Glory ,. he ſees 
not his inability to think a good thought z. he 
hopes without a Chriſt he can do ſomething. 
1f he did judge his condition hopeieſsy. he 
would tremble, and have no reft in himfelf , 
till God hatk delivered him ; he wouldfee an 
abſolute neceffity of obtaining Chrift and his 
rishteouſneſs , and he wouldbe pur off with 
nothing elſe. Bnt O } how hard a work do 
Miniſters find it, firſt to take off men from 
their ſins, and then from confidence in their 
duties.? We tell men , Chriſt will haye no 
ſharer in the glory of ſaving loſt man ; but 
people will at leaſt have their works and Chrift 
todivide the ſpoyles, to ſhare in the glory 
of bringing back loſt Souls to God, We ad- 

Wi; viſe 


24 Their miſcarriages about Soul-troubles. 
viſe men to lay no weight on their duties, but 
to lean alone on Chriſt's merits ; bur in vain, 
Chri(t ſaith, Zf yee ſech re, let theſe go their 
way , theie duries a> well , as theie /-as ; but 
the deaf eare is turned, and we find it muCi 
ealier to perſwade men, t:.eir {ins will damn 
them, then the:r Cutie: wilt Crit 1s there- 


by negleQed, 
CHAP. IV, 
Their miſcarriages about their Sout- 
troubles, 

Miſcarria- WP E che Spirit of the Lord have convin; 
ges about ced men of their danger by their lins , 
Soul- and their own righteouſneſs; tit 
groubles, © they fill ſee God angry with them , 
and if their Souls remain under trou- 
bie and diſquier ; ye: are they not gyilcy of 
ſome, if not all , of the following miſcarria- 
Z .- 
Few I. 11Tow few are there that juſtifie Gods, Pew 
5uſtific accept of the puniſhment of their iniquities z 


God. they do nar clear God, as they ſhould , from 
all unrighteouſneſs. Commonly proud hearts 
ſwell and fume againſt theſe merhods of God. 
Though the filthineſs of their hearts be laid 


Open defore them , . yer they fall not down | 
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Their miſcarrioges about Soul-troubles. 2:5 
upon their faces in the acknowledgement of 
rixeir unworthineſs of mercy : few charge 
riemſclves, and acquit God, Taey cannot 
be brought to give God the glory of his 
rizhteouinels , if he ſhould condemn them to 
the pit of hell : chey do not willingly and up- 
riglitly own the deſert of damna:ion,, and 
clarge themſelves with it, as cheir due porti- 
on , and moit jult inheritance, Few pive 


their cheeks to him that ſmiteth, as the Church Lam. 3. 


did : they do not ſay , / will bear the tedigna- 30s 


fiow of the Lord , becauſe I bave forned againſt Mic. 7. 


hims , or with Eura, thow haſt puniſhed #9. 


le fſe than our in1quities have deſerved , or with Ezra 9. | | 


Danel, O Lord! Righteomſneſſe belongeth an- 13, 


ro thee ; but unto us confuſion of face. How Dan. 9, 


ſeldome do you hear Profefſours with this 7, 8. 
Confeſſion in their mouths, «<< Lord, I am 
« thy creature , and thou mayſt do with thy 
e« creature what pleaſeth thee; It pleaſed thee 


** to put thine image On Mme , toerreate MEM@p- Eel, 7. 


e« r;ght , butT have ſought out many imvents- 29, 


£0 055 I have fold my ſelf for n0# t, I have [ſa. 2s 


*< preferred the Devils work betore thine , ; 
« and therefore thou mayſt abhor me , and 
x ive me my portion among the damned 
«crew, and if I feel ſome ſparks of hell fire 
£ ( in thy wrarhfull preſent frowns ) it is{of 
© thy rich patience and mercy , that they are 
<< but ſparks ; if thou caſt me off fer ever , it 
<« is but what I have deſerved long ago ; it 
F< 1s of the Lords mercy , that I was not hur- 
< led from the womb or cradle to hell, be- 
£* cauſe of my native ſinfulnefs; but wo is me, 
x REES : 


i uw 44 
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+ grouble, 


26 Their miſcarriages about. Soul-troubles.. 
* I bave provoked the pure eyes of thy glori- 
* ous Majeſty dayes without number, 1 have 
© been a Rebel of a long ſtanding agatn(t 
<« thee , my will hath been juſtline and quar- 
& relling with thine theſe many years , and 
© therefore 1f F be ſent to itell, thou art 
Pſa. 51. < righteous and clear when thou 1udgeſt, 1 can 
4+ <« blame none ſave my ſelf , if I periſh ever- 
< faſtingly , though I have many tears and 
« forrows on me ; yet blefied be God, rhey 
< are not the forruws of hell, thanks be ro 
«the Lord, that I am not yet among the 
« damned ones, roaring in the Pit of hell. 
Few believe they deſerve tamanation ; hence 
' Souls are murmuring at any affliion , at the *' 
loſs of an Husband, Child, Eſtate, &c. as if | 
God haJ dealc hardly; with them , in depri- 

veng them thus. 
Few wil- | How few Profeſſours , when under Soul- 
lingly un- fronbles , are willingly under them 2 They fee 
der Soul- not the advantage of having their way bedg'4 
& ep with theſe thorns. They.do not receive the 
Hoſ. 2. Sparit of Bondage: Tuey do. not accept this : 
6. _ puniſhment ; They take it not kindly ar Gods 
Row. 8. band Their troubles are involuntary , few | 
15. Hkindly works thatT meet with among awake- 
ned and ftarcled Profeflours ; they are held 
4n the chains againſt their will. How many |. 
are afraid of ſorrow for fin fy. Same think w | 
will fpoyl good fages , and their beauty may | 
be loſt through their troubles ; but others * 
think it will bring them co defpairy and there- | 
fore farewell -to ſuch a Preacher ; he i5-too. | 
bezrible for their Souls, © hence Sunl-mult | 
| ve | 


: _ their hearts ; Agairſt thee, thee only bave I ſin- Pſal. 


| hap they are troubled for wronging them- 
e 
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Their miſcarriages about Soul-troubles, 27 
have his hayp to diyert him , the Cards muft be 

taken up again, ſome merry Books, ſome Ro- 
mances muſt be.read , perhaps a Play may be 
ſeen, jovial frothy Company muſt be called 

in, and all this, to divert tle Soul from mind- 
ing its danger , leſt it. be ſwallowed up of 

rief , orſome rnskilſull and unfaitkiull Em- 
perick ſhall be ſent for, to ſow pi/Jows uncer 
him , that he may ſleep the quieter. Few 
( Daniel-like ) when their cegirations much Dan. 7. 
trouble them , ſo that their comntenarces are 28. 
changed in them, keep notwithſtanding the 
patter iu their hearts, How few are aQive . 
in their Soul-troubles ? Retire, and go alone 

that they may ſearch the Scriptures. and ran- 
ſack theirhearrs in order to contrition and 
humiliation of their hearts? How few are 
Cladded by any portion of Gods word , that 
brings their nfulneſs and ſelf-fulneſs to re- 
membrance , and cauſeth any meltings of 
heart,and humblings of Souls under it 2 How 
60 ſome Profeſſours quarrel with their Mini- 
ſters, and ſnarl ar the Books , that give them 
trouble of Spirit ? 

3. How few monrn for Sin upon SpiritualFew 
accounts ? That their God is diſſionoured ————y 
( HEN ood and gracious God, who hath done _— 
o much for them, ec. ) doth not chiefly cut 
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ned, and done this evil in thy ſight; but per- -Ie 4. 
elves , i themſelves, &c. They 
cry as dogs : when they have done afault, they 
tear the whip, and ſo they houle, þ 


L"_ 


4. How 


28 Their miſcarriages abo it Soul-troables. 
Few re- 
—_— fins , yet Irve in the contianed pratiiſe of them? 

evins Notwickftanding their tears ; yet cheir hearts 
mourners, fe 1n league with their luſts : Tus , like the 
Scolds at Bull;»gegate , they are ſoon out, foon 

28 acain with tueir luffs ; bur few whilt 
mourning for their fins are ſfollicicous and 

carefull which way. God may have fatisfation 


for the injuries , that have been done unto 


him : The mournins of many Proteſſours 
laſt no longer than the trouble of Cunſcience: 
as ſoon as the guile of fin is removed ( as 
they hope, ) their mourning ceaſech , though 
the ſtrength of linbe as greatas ever. 
5. Among the multitudes profeſſing Religi« 
0» , how many ſeek for grace , in order to their 
comfort ? { Joy, Peace, Comfort, being their 
great end ) bat how few [eek for comfort in or- 
der to grace ? | 


Few 6. How few mourn for their Jopheveg of 
0 


mourn for Chr; > (It is more natural and ſo more eaſie 
unbelict. ©, mourn for (ins acainſt the Zaw, than thoſe 
again Chriſt and his Goſpel ; ) Therefore if 
there be many tears ſhed for negle& of Pcay- 
er, for Theft, Perjury, &c. yet how few are 
found mourning for undervaluing and reje&- 
ing Chriſt and his Tenders ? whoſe Soul cries 
out., **©O! how unkind have I been to 
« Chriſt ? O! that he ſhould come out of his 
ec Fathers Boſome for me , come under the 
© law, yeaDye forme; and yet, I ſhould 
< keep him out of dores : that the Son of 
«God , that the brightneſs of the Fathers 
a qlory » and the expreſs Image of bis as 
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4. How many Profeſſors mourn for ther 
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_ Their miſcariiages,as to believing in Chriſt, 29 * 


_ ©: 1 ſhould not lethim in; break heart, break 


_ © thy unkindneſles to ſo great, ſo rich, fo 


! Their zgnorance of Chriſt: their ſerving 


I © bw many are igneraut of Chriſt , and Too tos 
3 They know.no more the Gift of God , than.c1iſt, 
| Fountain of living Water , and therefore ak. 10. 


nothing 0 him: : It is one thing to bear of a 
| Chriſt, angl another thing to kyo Cluiſt, How 


O«(Q w Mn Px a=_: vY- ws ww we _ —W —_ 


« the wpholder of ail things by the word of bi% Heb,t.3 
& power , wier be had by himſelf purged onr 
© fins, and ſate down on the right hand of the 
« Majety on hi gb, ſhould ttoop ſo low , a5 Rev. Js [ 
© tO land at the aver, andkrock , and yetthat 2v, 


« into ſmall Cuit, be rrem«ling all over for 


*© 500d a Friend. Q wretci thacT have been 7 
« What! more kindneſs to my: Dog; my | 
6& Cat, &c? It my. Dos be whining at the 
*<coor , he hath. admittance, and yet thou j 
« ſhur our; O, 1 abhorr my [elf in duſt before 


« thee. / mect with few of theſe mourners, 


_—_ I 


CHAP. V. 


 therr turns of Chriſt : their making baſe 
capitulations with Chriſt. - 


s « 


of what nfe he ic to periſhivg Souls 7 TROY ig? 


Nnorante of 


the Samaritan Woman did : they .know not: -; 
what ani excellent pift-Chriſt is , that he is the John 4+ | 


few 


—— 


30 Their miſcarriages,as to believing ty Chriff, 
few know Chritt to be their only Life ? 1t 

you did believe, that he that hath the Son , 

1 Jo. 5.bath life ; and he that hath not the Sou of God , 
12: hath not life: And that who ſo findeth me: 
( Chrift ) findeth life , and ſhall obtain favour 

Prov. 8. of the Lord: But he that finntth againſt me 
35» 36-( Chritt ) wrongeth bis own Soul; all they that 
hate me ( Chriſt ) love death: Upon ſuch x 
Convi&ion , what wonld you not give for 

L ife 2 Eſas will part with his Birth-right, to 

preſerve his Life, The Woman will part 


with all ber EFtate, to recover health , and | 
to ſecure her ſelf from the grave. Of all | 
bleſſings we value Life moſtly , but few have | 
fuch efteems of Chrift, Few can ſay, ax 
Paul , What things were gain to me, thoſe I | 
Phil. 3, counted loſs for Chrift : yea dewbileſs , and I | 
7,2, g.comnt all things but loſs , for the excellency of the | 
knowledge of Chraft Jeſus,my Eurd ; for whom | 
[ have Forired the loſs of all things, and do | 
coat them but pe 00 that 1 may win Chriſt; $1 


ans be > farntng- [ q 220 ©; 
rightegufeefcy cwitich v2 of the Liiw', \but\ that | 
which is throngh the farthof. Chit, the righ- | 


not havirg 2991nd* own | 


teowſneſs which is of God by faith. I deter-jl 


mined not to know 4ny thing, ſave Jeſms Chriſt 
ard. bins crucrfied,, Oc with-David 7 Hom 

upox. Earth that 7 defire:-befider thee. Few lodk 

on/Chriſt as the 'Original-of rher Life'y' har) 


they muſt live , wove.. and have thtir bring in|* 


Chrift,, and from Chriftalone:; that they are}! 


re 


have i in Heaven but. cher 2 - and:there-i one W 


"g 


? 


dead wicthouc:him ; andi hence: their deſires|ft 


are n0t-after hin,  I£:you-knew \ that youF 


wants 
% 


£ 
++ 
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Their meſcarriages,45 to believing inChreft 31 
want Chiritt more than Bread and Water, then 
would you cry out , Lord , give me Chriſt, 


None but Chriſt, None but ( hriſt, 1n him is 
.my help, in him is my ſalvation, He is the 


Authour of all our good affeRions , and of 
all our gracious abilities ; but alaſs! blind 
man ſees him not in his vtezulneſs, hat is Cant.c.9 
thy Beloved more than another Beloved > He 3 

hath no for ms nor comelineſs ; and when we ſhall Iſa. 53« 


{ee him. , there 15 no beauty, that we ſhould de- 


fire him. He is deſpiſed and rejefted of mer. © 3* 
Men mnitdye, and be damned, without a 
Chriſt ; but they know it not, they know no 

go00d that Chrifts , and nogood that Chriſt 
brings. b 2, L 
Secondly, Haw many ſerve their twrusof yn, 


Chriſt, cloſe with Chriſt far their an End? ſerve 


When men. have ſerved their: turnes , one. of their 


another , away they goe : ſo theſe, troubles urns of 
| rchey have, and eaſe they would have :; 
\ dave ſtayed off from Chriſt-as long as they 


vþ | could ; they have tryed worldly Comforts , 


3 bode 
wr vould fain be,gdelivered-from!'Sathan that.tor- 
hac mentsthem: , and from-the4ſinsthar-now ftare 


z they will not do ; they .have tryed Duties, 


they will give no reſt; and therefote , inthe 


| rerrours of their Spirits, they muſt have Chriſt, 


7 much of him, as may give them quiet. and 
reſf, Men are weary Of ihe bands and-fetters, 
wherein they are held under 'the Law:z. they 


5 them inthe face; they groar under thewerghr 
f therwrath of God , but cnet under the body 


lin; Sathen 847 ormmeutonlr is. xn-welcame., 


as @ T.empter is: ill dikpd: well enongh. 
PE ongh 


—— 2 Dk af 


| Their meſcarriages,asto believing in Chriſt, 


«OQO! I am aſraid I ſhall to Hell. O! if 
« there be no other way co eſcape , bur 
« through Chritt, O! then for a Curiſt , 
« then Sermons and Miniſters are welcome), 
«in hopes of bringing in ( not fo much « 
« Chriſt, as ) peace, and comfort to tis 
&« troubled Spiric. So chat men uſe Curitt as 
fick men take meat , not for love of it, or 
liking ro it { for their Scomachs riſe again:t 
it) bur for fear of death, which makes chem 
force themiſelyes ro eat. Though many come 
co Chriſt, it is by conſtraint, not willingly ; | 
not with delight , not as an healchy man | 
comes to a full table , to feed with pleaſure. | 
Many to avoid a greater miſchief, to avoid | 
damnation, to avoid eternal torments will to | 
Chrift in their ſore extrenuties © they will then | 
make large confeffions , take up great reſvlu- | 
tions againſt their ſins , pray to God, and 
with vehemency and conſtancy , ſo as they 

never prayed before ; but upon eaſe to the 
impoſtumed matcer, upon recoveries out of 

their troubles , they become if not profane , 

yet worldly and negligent of Chriſt , his 

Perſon, his Laws, his Concernments. They 

have of Chriſt what they came: for ; They | 
come to Chriſt, as fome come to Shops, 

not to have elf in the Shop 5 but what 
they inimedigtely want : They want com- | 
forr,- and therefore they venture as the. 


Leapers to che” Camp of the Syriars , they. 


had no love tothem, they counted themtheir | 
Enemies ; but if we ##4y here, we periſh ; or| | 
4s Ladses ule Litrers s to carry phem over Fas | 
| wrt; J 


Their miſcarriages,as to believing) in Chriſt; 


dirt ; oras we uſe a Penthouſe, during the 
corm , and then Farewell; or as Paſſengers 
the Soar , They cry vehemently a Boat, a Boat, 
and as ſoon as they are Ferryed over the deep, 
fazewelto the Bogt, they think no more of 
it. hen he flew them , then they ſought him : 
ard they returned and erqui”ed early after God. 
7 hes , never before , and never after. Un- 
dountedly, mulcitudes have been affrighted to 
Chriſt, wuo were never truly atid throughly 
cirverted ro him 4 and have left their Sins 
from compul/is 109 Ot cheir 1 udgement » Not from 
the propenſion of cheir will ;, nor from any love 
they have horne to Chriſt : they love to be. 
ſafe , but ſtill hate to be holy. O! O! how 
many are hereih deluced , .who have pretend- 
ed a great ceal of love to Clit , whilit baſe 
Self, che love of pleaſure and eaſe, and to 
be exempred from horrours and tears » hath 
been the Bias that bath drawn chem to Chriſt: 
I appeal co thy Conſcience ; whether Cirift 
be valued , be look'd after , ſave ina ſtrait ? 
When rrouble is upon thee , then this Phyli- 
cian is fent for ; but when che pans is over » 
the Payficians company i: is roo chargeable, is 
no way delirable ; the ſooner he turns his 
back ,.the. better. When Women are great 
with Cues and when, Men' and Women 
boe', it thunder., .and ſee ir lighten , 
when. the yy ka of che Lord fly thick, and 
a. great woortality is ſweeping many to the | 
Graye , O!.chenhow ſhall I ger Chriſt ? wo AL | 
| Books areread , Sermons heard and valued., 
TY not negeQted; bur when the fearsof * 
'_ © gear 


*.. A. 
* 
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Pſal. + 
6 


Epheſ.5 
I'6, 


THRvr miſedrvianes as to believing is Chriſt, 


death are over, O ! then who will ſhew ns an) 


'god#? Then Redeem loit rime , not for God 
and Souls, but tor the World ; then head and 


*eats in the world again , tien ſecret Prayer is 
nesfefted ; then Cie Bible lies in a dufty cot» 


' ner, notviewed, till rhe next ſtorm ariſe 


Hark 
4.38. 


Pſa, 78, 
36s 


ani then Carift muſt be awakened with , Ma- 
ſter, CA? e# thos ”or that we p-riih ? | will cell 


you what your Minitters have told you be- - 


fore, Sin and the World were your Companions 
in days of health , eaſe and peace; and Chnift 
yoar deſire in clondy days. 1s it not fo ? {f 
Chri{ in the dy as wellas 1n the myphr, lies 
chief berween thy breaſts , thou haſt cauſe ro 
ſzy , Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul , and all that 
i within me bleſs his Holy Name. But I fear 
molt pi:ca on Chriſt for themſelves , and not 


for Chriſt . Chriſt in the time of Cont apron 
ſhall go for ſomerhins ; bur Chriſt in dayes of 


health and eaſe ſhall be valued no more than a 


meer Chimera, a Cipher, a Nothing, It is one | 


cling ro take Chriſte to pacsfie the Conſcience 
and another to take him to purify the heart. 


An unquiet Conſcience 1s to moſt a greater - 


burden , than an inſe»ſfible, ſeared, and pol- 
[uted Conſcience , than an s*pyure heart. 'Oh! 
Repenc of thy juglinss with Chriſt. They dif 
flatter him with their months , and they lied 


unto him with th:ir tongues. They pretend to. 


come to Chriſt , -in order to ſervice #nd dbedi- 


exce, when all'tlie while they ſerve rhenffelvis - 


Bafe Ca- orf Chriſt. - | 


pitularti. 
ons with 


Chiiſt, 


Thirdly, "How many have baſe Capita Fr | 
with Cirift Many come vating to Cri» 
- ; AN 


_—_—— 


——_—— 
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and ach, byes, (asthe man in the Goſpel ) _ 


Good Ml after , what ſhall I do , that 1 may in-/1 ark 
herit etcynal life ? Chritt rells him and them, T0. 17 
Goe thy way, ſell whatſoever thou haſt, aud 21, 2 % 


gve.to the poor , and thou ſhal: have treaſure 


in Heaven , and come , take upthe Croſs, and 


follow me ; But as he , fo they are diſcontent-= 


ed, And he was ſad at that ſaying , and went 
away grieved , for he had great Poſſeſſions. 
Undoubtedly many Hypecrites have ſome 
glimpſe of Chrits glory, and they run to 


Chriſt, whilſt others derice him ; bur rhey 


like not the Price that Chritt ſets; They would 
have Chriſt on their own terms, Chriits terms 


ſs. 


are to have the Hearc ; My Son » give me P 


thy heart : Do not lend it. only, but give; give 23. 26s 


ic chearfully, give it preſently , give me it now : 
Now, that it is called roday, 7» day, if ye 
will hear his voice , harden not your hearts, as 
zn the provecation. Give me thy heart, to be 
framed and faſhroned by me, to be ſtamped 
and /zaled by me; beno longer thine own : 
I will-not be.content thou le:4 me thy heart 
for a Sabbath, or for a day of Prayer , and 
then that thou.call for thine hearc again, and 
bettow ic upon thy .luſts; give me thine 


rov, 


Heb. 3. 
-. 


heart } and do #2: ſell it for baſe ends , for 


baſe reſpe&s; give me thine hearc, do »ot 
cheep 1t to thy ſelf; lay up and leave thine heart 
inmy hand , for me rokeep it for thee. Bat 
alaſs:!.-how ſhametully do we break with 
Chrilt ? ?7e-would live as we lift, and do as we 
68. Weare content co give Chriſt the boty , 
the outward:man , the-ear , the ronouc , the 

| | C 3 : head , 


' 36 Their miſcarriages,as to believingin Chriſt, 
head, &c. but we reſerve our heatts for 
the {ervice of tizz World and of Sin : or if we 
are perſwaded to give The heart ; yet it 15 but 
a devided hear: , not the whole heart, but a } 
piece of it. Thou fhalt leve the Lord thy God 

A at. . PT X : 
Ww1th all thine heart , ſaith Chriſt ; but Pride, 
22. 37+ Cortrouſneis , and Voluptuouſneſs would 
fain have a ſhare ; hence nv ju 1 clo{:tngs be- 
tween Chriit and many Profefſyrs ; Chrilt and 
They part, Taey » as ſome Cuttomers, ſeem 
to commend the wares, bur they like their 
money beccer. Few ice themſelves ſo mi- 
ferable without a Chriſt, as to come up 
» tov the price. Their cvrſed Leagues with 
baſe Luits bind chem ſo fait in Chains, that 
tey cannot, they will not come up to Chriits 
propoſals , to Chriits demands; they will | 
creat with Chriſt on no other terms, unleſs 
they may have the pleaſures of Sin, and may 
fulfill che Jnfts of che fleſh ; bur if Conſcience 
be diſquieted , and troubleſome , then they 
make new offers ; they will leave many fins , 
they will except bat one; There is but oe ex- 
ception they have, and if chat may be accep- 
ted, then cheyare Cirifts ; they have but oze 
reſerve, Thele Swine are contented to eſcape 
2 Pet. 2.the pollutions of the World, through the know= | 
20, 22, ledge of the Lord and Saviour Jeſws Chriſt, 10 | 
they may have one mire to returnto, and ' 
wallow. in. If Chrilt will ftoop to theſe cerms, | 
chen welcome Chriſt; if ove fn and Chrift may 
fhare the heart betwixt chem, the man\ is con- 
rented ; bvr few are contented , that every 
knee ſhould bow, that every (in be parted mos. | 
ES: | The 


Their miſcarriages ,as to believing in Chrift, 37 
The Lord be mercifull to me , If 1 bow in the 
howſe of Remmon, No, ſaith Chriſt, Al, or 
none, If the Conſcience be not quiet upon 
this; then, as Marriners throw overboard 
their goods, their Jewels, their Bales of Silk , 
and other pleaſant wares ina Tempeit, to 
eaſe the Veſſel, which they wiſh for in a 
C:lm, andlabourto ferch up azain , if it be 
pofiible, wuen the Storm 1s over : So mas 
Profeſſeurs will part from all the prattice of fir , 
throw all over-board , as the Marriners 
did Jonal, though much againſt rheir wills, 
in hopes of riding out the ſtorm , 'and ther . 
wiſh for ther luſt again, yea with the Dag, 2 Pe:. 28 
return unto the Vomit, and with the Sow to 25+ 
wallow in the Mire, Doubtleſs many, ( like 
him , who hada mind to his Kinſman's land, 
and would have paid the purchafe-money 
but liked nor the cerms of marryins Ruth, ) _ 
They would have Chrift buy the purchaſe of 
their duties ; they hope by the Stock of Pray- 
ers, Tears, and Ovedience to purchaſe Chrift; 
bur wilt not match with Chriſt , and have the 
Inheritance by that way of convevance. 
That man liked Rxih's eans, but not Ruth's 
perſon, and many like /omzzwhat of Chrilt, but 
not his Perſon , not -Þl of Ciriit : they hke 
Chrift's plzaſant Summers , bnt not his pinch- 
mg Winters; love and like þzx Heaven , but 
not bes. ſevere Commandements ; they like his 
Sacrifice, but not his Swrvice. Many” Ped- 
bing Cuftomers Chriſt hath, but few, very few, 

who will come roundly up to Chriſts offers , "7 
andtake all off his hands. They would take 

C3 oft 


Pl[al.45. 
I ©, þ 3 


Iſa. 55. 
7e 


Their miſcarriages,0s to believing in Clarif. 
off his Mercy, his Peace, his R; ghteouſneſs; but 
not his Spirie, his Grace , his Holineſs, @ ec. 
Whar faich Chriti ? «© It you will have my 
« Comforts, you mutt have Me tov ; if my 
&« Pardons, my Perſou t00; you mult rake 
& Xe, as well as Hine ; you muſt have Me, 
«©as well as my Heaven, This makes.many go 
away ſorrowfull. Again, ©< If you will haye me 
c ( faith Chritt ) you mult be ar {ome colt , 
<« at fome pains and trouble to enjoy me: 
« nothing of Me, or Mine is got without 
« diffculty and indutiry ; your cold Prayers 
< mult not ſuffice, your lazy hearings are not 
« eneugh : you mult warch yorr bearts all the 
« day long , you mult make a Covens::! with 
e« your eyes, and krep your lips, as with a 
ec þy;dle. Are ye {o contented ? On ! no 
ec (ſaith the flothfull Proteſſour )1 would go 
« to Heaven on a Featker-ked, I would be 
&« contented to Pray now and then,, Morning 
<« and Evening, ſoI may be at my own diſ- 
&« poſe all the following houre. 1Tearken ( © 
&« Dauphter) and conſider and enclize thyne ear; 
&« forget alſo thine own people, and thy Fathers 
&« hoſe. So ſhall the King greatly deſire thy 
« beauty ; for he is thy Lord, and worſhip thou 
« hinz, Three Alls 1 expe& you. part with 
« ( ſaich Chriſt.) 1. All your ſorfaull luſts., all 


<« the wayes'of the old Adam : Qur. Fathers | 


«< houſe. Ever fince Adams apoſtaſy., God 
« and man have parted-houſes. . Ever ſince, 
« our Fathers houſe -is- an houſe of 1]. man- 
« ners , an houſe of finand wickednels, Let 
« rhemjcked forfake his wan; wed the untighte 


v* OSS 


| 


Their miſcarriages,as to believing inChrift, 39 
&« ous man his thoughts : and let h:ns return un- 

tothe Lord , and he will have mercy upoy 

« him; and to our God , for he will abnndavts 

c ]y pardon, 2. All your worldly advantages. 

« By faith Moſes when he was come to years,re- Her. 
&« fuſed ro be ca{ſeil the Son pf Þ haraob s daugh- 11. 24, 
© ter; chooſing rather to ſuffer af fiction with25, 26, 
*< rhe people of God , than to enjay the pleaſures 

&« of [n for a ſeaſon; eftceming the reproach of 

&« Chriit greater riches thas the treaſures in E- 
* oypt ; for he had reſpett unto the regomperre 
© of the reward. If any map come ta and Dub T4s 
© pate not bis Father and Mother , ard Wife 420 
©« and Children, and Þrethren, and Siſters, yea 

« aud his own life alſo , he cannot be my Diſcr> 

«o/-. He that hath all theſe muſt be ready 

ce to part withall ; they are joyn'd not dif- 

& jun&ively , but copulatively. 3. AB ſelf, 

<« ſelf-will, ſelf-rishteouſneſs , ſelf-ſrfficien- 

© cies , ſelf-confidences, and ſelf-ſeiings, ** 

© But, Oh! how do many pretenders .to 

« Chriſt hate theſe P:copoſals ? 1 can tell you 

ec what many of your tearmsare ; I will haye 

<< a Chriſt, if I may live asI lift , and loye as I. 

e liſt, and walk as I lift, Ile indent with 

c« Chriſt to make much of him when my Con- 

& {cjence gnaws and troubles me, fo I may 

< but diſmiſs him, when I haye ſung L»l/ahy 

© tg Conlcienſe, 
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CHAP. I. 
Their delays to cloſe with C brift. 


\ 


Many de- 41y. Ow many do delay in their coming 12 
layersto Chriſt? And O! what indigniries 
pclicve, are herein pur vpon Chritt ? How long doth 
he ſtand at the dores of finners, ere they let 
Cart, 5. him in. My head ( ſaith Curiſt,) « filled with 
25 dew , and wy locks with the drops of the night, 
Het ; Though he limit {:nners to a day, To day if 
' 2" 9e will heay his voice, &c. Though our life be 
Fans. 4 eveu a vapour that appeareth for a luile time, 
, 7" and then yvanifheth away , ready every moment 
= L to expire ; though we muſt needs per'fh and 
> bedamned, if we believe not ih him before 
we dye ; He that belitveth nt, ſhall be dew- 

2 Cor, 6. ; ; | 
* *ne4; though now is the accepted time , though 
the Spirit may never invite more : fy ſpirit 
' ſhall not alwayes ſtrive with man ; thongh we 
are rot ſure of one day of grace more ; yet how 
do many hazard'their eternity rather than 
they will be yet beholdins to Chriſt for Life 
and Salyation ? Though they may have his 
Righteouſneſs , his Redemption , his Spirit , 
his Image, his Heaven, his Glory , his Love , 
his Honorrs , his Inheritance by coming to 
him ; yet what trifling delays are mens _—_ 

| | © 


Their miſcarriages,as to believing in Chit, 4: * 
filled w.ch? Taough they are atually con- 
demned by the Law for their Capital Offen- 
c2s, for high Treaſon again(t the. Majeſty of 
Heaven, and pardons be offered freely by 
Tesſus Chriſt unto them, if they will. but ac- 
cept of him and then , yer ſo is Chriſt fall'n 
inthe accomprt of them , who yer are nominal 
Chritians, that they will hazard their Souis,, 
rather than they will yer be ſo much behold- 
ng to Curiſt, This deſperate enmity againſt 
Curilt and his offers is the condemning fin. 
T his ts the eondem ation, that light 1s come into Toh. 3- 
the world. and men loved Darkneſs rather thas 9 
Light, becauſe their deeds were evil. All other 
fins are nothing to this, what ? when God 
hath limited thee to A day, wilt thon, dareft 
thou careleſly miſpend that ove day , when 
thou art not ſure of another ? Believe it,your 
trifling delays are more hideous (ins , Co more 
Rain your ſouls , and provoke God , than 
drunkenneſs and unnatural lufs jn ſuch, as ne» 
yer had one of your Calls. How dareſt thoy, 
having ſo many wayes tranſsreſſed againſt 
this God ,. baving provoked him to wrath by 
ſo frequent breaches of his Holy, Law , to add 
ro all theſe iniquities thy trifling Celays .of 
coming into Chriſt , that thou maiſt be par- 
doned e How dur(t thon , when lying under 
the wrath of a juftly incenſed God, fend away: 
Chriſt as Felix did Paw! , with, Go thy way for 
this tlane , when I have a convenient eaſon , 
I will call for thee : when (wretch) is that cex- 
veu ent ſeaſon? Is it then, when thou haſt ſer- 
yed the Devil fome weeks, months, or 
4 nes years 


& o 
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Their miſcarriages gs to believing iu Chriſt, 
years longer ? hen thou haſt ſpent all the 
flowre ofchy time and ſtrength. in the ſervice 
of Hell ? Muſt 7hen Chritt have the d-egy of 
thy toe x Maſt he have nothing but Sathans 
leavings? O | Donb:leſs for theſe delays 15 
Chriſts wrath ready to be powred out upon 
this Nation to the uttermo}. The Lord Je- 
ſms (hall be revealed from Heaven , in flaming 
fire, taking vengeqrice on them that obey not the 
Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : By delaying 
to hearken to Chrilts calls and invitations 
thou telleſt Chriſt to his face, that he 1s not 


x together lovely, that he is not the faireft of 


ren thouſand , that there is ſomewhat in Sins 


ſervice and the Devils, tha: is more deſirable 
than what can be had in Chrifts. And canft 
thou imagine ſuch Blaſphomyy , viz. ( To tell 
Chriſt to his face . that thou valueſt chy lufts 
above the enjoyment of him, ) is. nor pro- 
voking? O! if ever theſe come over fully 
to Chriſt, if Chriſts patience be extended 
yet longer, and they be at length wone. to 
Yn ; How will they befool themſelyes that 
they came into Chriſts ſervice ao ſooner 2. 
Nimis ſero tq amays. © O! I have loved thee 
<co6 late. Oh the Joy, the unſpeakable Joy 
«  haye loſt 1 'Qh the peace,thar I might have 
* had ! Ohthe affurance of Gods love , that 
© my Soul might have been filled wich! Oh 
«the experiences of the grace of God , that I 
«might have had , if I had come into Chriſt 
« on Chrilts firſt call and intreaty ! Oh che 
P Xreynities of ſervice, that I might have 
y- had, whenthe marrow way in my bones, 


« whey 


Aba #” - -- 


py © I 


Their miſcarriages, as to believing in Chriſt, 43 
« when I was young and freſh for auty ! Oh! 

« How good had it been if 1had bors Chrigs 4: 
<« yoak. ( ſooner) inmy youth? O the many 3* 27» 
&« (ns that I have been guilty of ! Oh! how 

e« Jong withſtood I the Grace of God , and 

« orieved the Spiris of God? Oh! What a 

£ burden was ] to Chriſts Miniſters, and 

« much more to Chriſt himſelf ? ' Bnt 

God alone knows, how ſoon his Spirit 

ſhall ceaſe ſtriving with theſe poor Souls, 

and how Jong they ſhall be within a «© 4 
capacity of obeying the Heavenly Call. 

The Jewes bave a Rnle, thatif a man vowes 

any ſervice to God before he dyes, he muſt 

do it preſently , Eecauſe he may dye preſent- 

ly. Death and Hill are Cefcribed coming on Rey.6.8, 
Horſeback, in full ſpeed ; Ask thy ſelf there- 

fore Jeremiah's queſtion., Can I out-run oY Tex. 12. 
eſcape theſe Horſemen? However , through 5 
the great and wonderful averſeneſs there is in © 
mens hearts from Chriſt, they ftay and linger, 
like Lot in Sodews, that if God do not work. a 
miracle upon them , and for them , they will 
periſh inthe flames. They know what the 
fooliſh V Irgins loſt by their dElayes; all is one, 
no coming to Chriſt , as'long as poſſibly they 
can make any ſhift to live witkcut him, and 
until an Almighty power exert it ſelf on.their 
Souls, to make them willing of a Chriſt. One 
.hath a 7ife ,. another a haps | Oxev, all of 
them ſame b»ſneſs or other to detain them'for 
the preſeyr from Chriſt, They Uo not atterh 
deny tO, come, but «t preſent they bave ſt 
E£mployments, -asthat th 


ey baye no preſent 
_ free- 


- » 
- . 
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Delayes 
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Their miſtarriaget,as to believing in'Chriſt. 
freedome to wait upon him. The Son of God 
mult dance attendance on them , they-muſt be 
banqueting with the Devil within, and C briſ? 
muſt fard withont , yea wait their leaſure, till 
they receive himin. There are ſeveral ſorts 
of theſe delaying Profeſſours. | 

I, Some ( and they the worſt ſort ) from 


xo come ther great love to their luſts, and to the com+ 
to Chiilt, forts and ſenſnalities of this life , which they 


From 
loye to 
worldly 
Luſts, 


fear , when they are under C hrifts yoak , they 
ſhall be bereaved of , delay comeng to Chriſt. 
Sin hath ſo rooted ic ſelf in their hearts and af-= 


feRions , that they are loth to take a final 
farewell thereof, loth to mortifie their earch- 


ly members ; Sin is ſo prevalent wich them , 
that they had racher part from their r/ght eve , 
hand , and foor, than part from the'r i: 


| hence they choak their Convifions what they 


. Can, admit of any pleaſures and diverſions , 


to wear out the impreſſions that are made in 
their Co» ſciences, that they may till lodge f 
in their 4oſomzes , and not come to Chriſt ; 
hence they labour 79 quench the Spirit of God, 
and through the prevails of ſpiritual floth, w:1 


mot uſe the means, whereby they may be fully 
converted to Chrit. .. They pretend they are 


defrous of Chrift, only they doubt whether 
Chriſt i willing to receive them ; bur thac 
which lieth at che bottom 1s this, they are /2th 


to leave therr darling luſts, and loth to pray and 


watch their hearts, and to do what God re- 
uires and expeAs ar their hands, in otder to 
onyerfion. You may imagine God is highly 
provoked hereby ;* for God to ſend hisSon 
unto 
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unto you \, the bett jewel that ever lay in his 

boſome , and tor you to neg left and wndervalue 

him, and preferr (winiſh [ſts before hims , "cis 

a plain argumenc , that you never ſaw ſix aright 

1n its nature and effefts, and that you do not 

credit God in his diſcoveries of the glory of his 

Son. Y'ou do not believe you are ſo miſerable 

withouta Chriſt, as indeed you are; you ſlight 

the greateſt Gift , that ever Gyd contere/s up- 

on the children of men; you make void the. 

great counſels of God , all the ehoughts of his 

wifdome and grace , in contriving ſuch a ways 

as by Jeſus Curitt , to ſave you from wratl to 

come; youalio fruſtrate the expettations of 

God, for Surely ( faith God ) they will re- pg 

verence my Son; whereas, by your trifling ,, 37: 

delayes, you tell God and men, that you be- 

lieve not any advantege you ſhell have by rhe 

Son of God , you think it will be to your lols, 

to receive in the Lord of glory. He tells you, Pals, 

Ye (hall be abundantly ſatisfied with the fatneſs 1663 4 

of his Houſe, and ye ſhall drink of the Rivers * 

of his Pleaſures. Hetells you , He hath ga- -@#t+ 5:5 

 thered hic Myrrh, with bis Spices; He hath > 3+ 
wine, milk., and honey. You cty out, 1 © 

: have pat off my Coat, how ſhall [ put it 01, 8&C. Prove 

A lutle more ſlamber in the-Devil's Lap, alit- 24+ 335 

ile more folding of the hands to ſleep. You are 

told of Joyes wnieakable, and full of glory; of x Pet: 

Peace that.paſſeth all underſtanding ; of eternal r, $. 

| Life by knowing Chriſt. You are told, you Phil.4.7 

- cannever be: regonciled unto. God , but. by John 17- 
Clriſt; chat. he 'myft end all Controverſies 3, _ 

berween Cbrilt , and your Souls ; that. "_ 

ef Soh A able 


46 Thiir lftarriagtv af to believing ia Chriſt: 
Hibr able to ſave to the uttermoſt , all that Conde wato 
7 God by him; that His Word is more deſirable 


Pat 19 than gold , yea, than omnch fine gold, Butall 
_ ***” this prevails not with you. YYhen I have 4 


LU. = convenient Seaſon ; &c. Yetl cannot,[ pray 
Fn have me excuſ:d. He tells you, If you believe 


Lk nor that 1 am be , you ſhall dye in your fins ; and 
* thi: he that believeth not the Son , hall not ſte 


Fin t3 life , bs: the wrath of God abidechon him, yet. 
4 7 deſayes ſtill, Herells you, Bleſred & the 
D w”. "man that heareth mis, arid who ſo findeth wie 
oO findeth life, and thall obtain favour of the Lord: 
zi 35* Behold, I fand at the door and hneck , if any 
SP ' manhear my voice, and epeu the door, 1 will 
P* * come to him, aud will ſup with him, and be 
Fo.6.3: with mir. I am the Bread of Life , be that 
*035 cometh to me',. chall never hunges , and be that 
believeth ow me, hall never thirft. He tells 

Epbeſ. 2. you, Of Strangers and enemies , you shall be- 


I9. com Children , andyet this ſeems a light mat- 
Jo.I-I2ter, to be fo near related to the King of 


Kings. Is not this Englaeds great Provoca- 
tion , torefuſe ſo great an honour and dig- 
nity? Heaſſures you , T bere © #6 Condenena- 


Rom.8.1 tion to them that are ty Chriſt, And ſhall he | 
not condemn Wretches , that flighe the Par- | 
dons that are offered tothem?: Theſe muſt : 
Hebr. expeft s double wrath. Of hw much forcr | 


19. 29 y9v;chweent thall they be thought worthy, &c ? 


3 Others , in 1mitation of \the oil Adams , | 
Keviag - blirve the Devil before God , credit 'his Sus- | 
Saran be- Seſtions , beyondall Gods Diſcoveries. ©/ | 
fore God, ©! Whar a blackgrain'd'Siwvis:this'?7' Saith the | 


Devil, You'lave ſinned again Light, and 


there: | 
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| therefore Chriſt will not fayour you : Saith bi 
God, Lat the wick+d forſake his way , and hisTſayyq,n 
thoughts , and 1 will abavdantly prrdom. Saith 
the Devil, You have tinned more than others, 
you have provoked God exceedinsly , and 
rherefore never lope for ſaving benefit by 
Cliritts death ; Saich God, Ceoſe ro docevit, 
lears to do well, comme now, aud let us reaſon [ſa 1. 
together , though your fins be as ſcarlet , they ? 6, 17» 
shall be s white as ſnow. Saiththe Devil,You 19% 
have ſinned not only againit the Law , but a- 
ain(t the Goſpel, you have negleed Chriſt : 
Saith God , Every fin againft the Son of man Luke 
shall be for given, Saith tlie Devil , You haye t 2+ 10. 
no right to Cariſt, it i5 In vain'ro come - Saith , 
Ged, Whoſtever believerh chall or periſh. Saith J9 3-16 
| the Dil, Your day of grace is paſt : -Saith _ 
God, To day, whilſt it 1s called to day, bear Hebr. 3. 
| bis woice. Saith the Devil, God never in- 7,13. 
' tended you 'good , you are x Veſſel of Dif- 
? honour : Saith God, As T live, 1 defirenet Exth. 
: the death of a finer, but that he thrs and live, 33, Its 
: Now I pray conſider , whether 'God takes it. 
| kindly at your hands , that you ſhould lay J,þy $, 
; more weight on the Father of Lyes , than on 
' the faithful God , whe h-ith promiſed, and can- Tir 1. 
: not lye ; who muſt ceafe to'be God in that ve- | 
- © ry nioment , wherein he ceafeth td be true. * 
| You, perhaps deceive your ſelves with the Luk, gi 
 . Phayiſees Comfotts , Tou are not as theſe Har, g E..  Þ 
| | lors, theſe Pulblicans , no Drunkaras, &c, * * _ * 
: bac little 'think that you put the Lye. "upon = 
: God, You believe the Enety triore than the. . 
' Pritad, "© 1 whics Provocadonisthis? 
$7 5 3. Others, 
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48 Their miſcarriages,as to believing tn Chrift; 
3. Others, through the pride of their hearts». 


Pride. -wjll not come ( as yet ) wnto Chriſt. They have 


Rom.10« no mind co ſubmit to the Righteouſneſs of favth. 
3. e 


Fe.3.16, 


Rev 


isyudged a proud man ( without a Jury 
fitting on him ). who when Condemned will 
no: ſubmir,, will nor ſcoop ſo low as to ac- 
cepr of a Pardon. I muſt indeed corre&t my 
ſelf, men are willins to be juſtified ; bur 
they would have their duties ro purciaſe their 
peace and the favour of God: they ſcorn to 
be beholding co Chriſc,, Thouſands will dye 
and be damned rather than they will have a 
pardon uvon the ſole account of Chriſts Me- 
rits aud Obedience. O the curſed Pride of the 
heart | When will men ceale to be wiſer than 


'God? To limic God ? Waen will men be 


contented wich Gods way and method of ſa- 
vying them hy che bloud of the Everlaſting 
Covenant? Huw dare men thus to preſcribe 
to che infinitely wiſe God ? Is it not enough 
for thee chat thy deſtruTion is of thy ſelf ? But 
muſe thy Salvation be of thy ſelf roo? Is it 
not enough that thou haſt wownded thy (elf ? 


. But wilc dye for ever, rather than be behold- | 

ins to a plaſter of free grace ? Wilt be dans- | 
ned mb thou mays be thine own Saviour? God | 
1s willing ( So God loved the World , that he | 
gave his Son ) Aft thou ſo proud, as that ! 
thou wilt not be beholdiag . to: God 2 Thou } 
wilt deſerve , or have nothing, What | 


ſhall I ſay? Pooy thou art, and yer proud , 


Zh chou haſt nothing bur wrerchedne(s and miſe-_ 


ry, and yet thou art talking of a Purchaſe, 


This is a provocation, God reſteth the proud,. 


; eſpecially 


#6. T6 
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elpecially. the ſpiricually proud, He . that 1s 
proud or tits Clothes and Parentage, 1s not 
10 concempcible ih Gods eyes, as he that-1s 
proud of ais Aoilities , and ſo ſcorns to ſubmit 
ro Gods'methods for his falvation by Crit 
and hts righteouine'!s alone. nn 


4s Others, throngh their ignorance aud Throuzh 
hopes t9 

prepare 

a Chriſt. Were their hearts ſo humbled and them- 

| melced 5 as ſuch ani ſich are 3 could they fee (elves , 
ail cherr tins ſthdued , were taetr hearts more rY 
tiered -nd prepared for 0 lodge [0 great' a ſclyes 
Friend, tuey would then cloſe with the Pro- fir for 


weakneſs fiay off from Chriſt, in hopes of 


working tht , which catot be wrought without 


marc 


miles; with Chriit ; whereas they ſhould Chriſt. 


come co Chritt, as loon as they: apprehend 


they are poor , blind ; and naked, for chem$2v- 3» 
he calls and invites, But alas ! ali1sht of their 17) 7 8. 


wants, is a bart co their conings They would 
bave the Fra firit s and thenthe Tyree 5 have 
their hearts puiified, and then come to Chriſt 
( Who i avpirnted by God to be Squitificetion to 
th:m. ) God cones, - by his'Spiric, to con- 
vince Lien of their- linful- nature and: weak- 
neſs, on parpoſe , that they ſecinsz their ne- 


cetlicy of Chrit,.. might fly&to him: as their” 


City of refuge, ahd they are driver farther of 
by che ſigh: of-their Gns and unworthinefs.” 
Whereas they ſhould come to ChriFF ,: a5t0 


Magazine and'Store-houſe ,, and wait on'him,” 


in the. uſe of means , for. the-broken heart ;* 
the-pure heart , and all other- ſpiritual 'mer- 
cies, which their Souls are yer deſtitnte of g 


but they will noz. O faithleſs Generation 2. 
\ D - 6-1 


How 
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How long ſhall I be with you? how long jhall 1 
ſuffer you ? Chrilt is pur tothe utmoſt of his 
patience, to bear with Unbelief. 

.$. Others, through ſome hind of ſeemmg 


yn modeſty and tenderneſs , delay in their coming 
modeſty, to Chriſt. They are atraid of abufins the h9- 


_ © therefore ſure I may not now come. 


lineſsand jultice of God, if they ſhould hope 
for any privilege in the blood of Chriit , and 
mercies of God. * hat mercy for me? me 
&© a proud wretch, anwunclean wretch , an ene- 
<< 'my to God, a ſlighter of bis Sp rit? I de- 
« ferve nothing buc Hell, what Heaven for 
<7? Ihave affronted che Majeity of the 
*© great God, and what ? This God beRtow a 
« Chriſt on me ? Who can believe , that the 
« Juſt God , who turned down the glorious 


_ « Angells to Hell for one tranſsrefſfion , will 


<<faye me, who have commicted more ſins in 
ec number , than the hairs on my head, than 
*<the ſands on the Sea ſhore? And what, 
«« Mercy for me ? Shall I have a Chriſt ? Will 
<« Chriſt accept of me, who have wronged 
< his Father and him for ſo many years toge- 
«ther? O ! how long doth many an awake- 
ned Soul hang in doubts and fears , ere it will 
venture upon Chritts graciouſneſs alone; and 
then, when the Soul hath long ſtood out , 
the fears increaſe. **< I have refuſed Chrift fo 
ol - to all my former tranſgreſſions I 
«< have added this , my puting off Chriſt and 
< Salvation, when freely tendered , _ 
now if Chriſt offers then mercy , till chey 
are fearful ; they cannot belicre that Chriſt 


Is 
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1s {ertous and real. O ! by theſe jealoulies 
of Cari}, you provoke him not a little. You 
are ready to ſay , This is coo g00d news to be 
true: What is this, bucco ſay , The Goſpel 
is falſe, itis notrue and faithful Word , "tis 
not to be received with all acceptation , that 
Jeſus Chriti came into the World to fave the 
vreatelt of ſinners, blaſphemers and perſe- 

- curours of Cliritt'F 1 kis is' the great Sin chat 
made Curi(t weep, ' You feldome find Chritt 
weeping .over the Idolaters of the World : I 
find him not weeping over Sodom and Gomors 
rah ; bur if Fierajalem refuſe: Chtilt, this 
makes him weep inceed. Hieraſalew, Hiern- 7, F 
ſalem, O if thou hadjt known , even thou, at , © .* 
leaſt in this thy day , the things that concern thy 
peace | Chrilt became a mas of ſorrows , was Iſay34 
acquaruted with griefs,&c. on hopes he ſhould 
ſer of the travail of his Soul , arid be ſmtisfied. 
Ir croubles Chriſt co fee hee to goe abbur to 
make God a Eyarto his Sen , and to. Be deni- 
ed thy loves and affeaions, for whoſe fake he 
ſubmiicred co his Fachers frowns, O ! this ſin 
of Unbelicf hath grear vnkindneſs in it, and 
therefore no wonder if Chriſt #pb#4a:ds for it. Hare 
A man is properly upbraided', when as the 16, £44 
kindnefsthar hath beefy done to him; is re- 
veated'co him, together wictr his: ungrareful. 

nefs, But whar:thall I ſay 7 So farr are Souls 


fFomconi Cheift , chat they do ſeldomeE 
bewailchis in, aud feldome ſeek ro:'Godfor A 
powet azainfc it ; and; chough” men precend ; 


they canu0r come to Chriſt ; yet the truth'is , 
chey will nor ( (o-BJr. Jane 564 m_ 
; gies 


_ - ” + 


_ Many 


rake 
Chriſt 


paitially, | 


Their miſcartigges,05 to believingin Chriſt 


zmpenitency hath abundantly proved, ) The 
immediate cauſe of your not comins is not a 
natural deficiency, but a moral oppoſition Of Spi- 
rit againit Chriit, 


, CHAP, VII, 


Their taking Chriſt partially : without con- 
Jugal affe8ions : and without conſidering 
the coſt they may be at. 


F at lensth men are perſwaded to 
come ro Curiſt, yet they take him 
partially , bath-as King , Prophet , 
aud Prieſk, As their King. They 
£: are contented he ſhall rule in ma- 
ny things , but not inall, Their drudgery 
co 0ne or two luſts mult be preferr'd before - 
Chritts Scepter and Government : Some parc 


5ly. 


'. of Chriſts Yoak of Commandements they 
-: will ſubmit ro 5 but are not pleaſed.-that 


Chriſt ſhall impoſe what they will; they pick 
and chooſe : here they will obey, in another 
thing I pray have me excuſed: tew are —_ 

toſay, Lord what wilt thon have me to do > 
Any thing Lord, I am called. to: thy fodt »- as 


the man of the Eaſt was , ready to trudge af- 
ter thee to theends of the Earth. As their 


—_——— et a 9 -— 


; they 
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they will learn of Chriſt, but they muſt part- 
ly lean to their own underſtanding: , and be 
taught for Doltrines , the Traditioas of men, 
They are alſo partial in their clole with 
Chriſt as therr Prieſf. They hope to be favet 
partly by his mediation , and partly by their 
own. As the Papiits, ſy many Proteſtant Pro- 
feflours are for a divided Chrift ; few are 
for exaltins Chrift alone , ſo as to renounce all 
other Lords,who have had Dominion over they, 
and ro count all other Teachers beſides Chrift 
as vain, abſurd, unſound, and weak. Few re- 
nounce all their own righteouſneſs, as dung, 
to put the Crown on Chritts head alone, to 
make Chritt their alone Mediatour, their a> 
lone FInterceflour. No, they muſt' have 
Cilterns of their own to keep their water in, 
and Sands of their own to build upon, ahd 
ſo Chritt, the Ele precions Stone , 15 refuſed 
by the Builders... How many hope to be'par- 


doned , partly by Chriſt , and partly by their 


Civility, and new Obedience? Thep lay wlicir 
title to God , Heaven, and Gloty , partly 
from Chrifts merics, 2nd partly from. their 
own deſerts ; few whofe hopes: are foinded 
on Chriſt's ſatisfaRion alone; but their hopes 
riſe or falt according to what they'do for him, 
rather than according to what he -harth done 
and ſuffered for them : their hopes of accep- 
tance with God are more from heir reforms 
tions , than frem' Chriits ':iri#g within the 


Fail: : Hf they have peace 'of Conſcience , . 


they aſcribe it ro their Prayers, rather than 
eo Chrifts Interceffion, and if they Pray n 
D323 ---"_ 
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ſecret in their Cioſer, and in their Family 
r0Q,, when both before were negle&ed, they 
hope to paſs by this B:idge ro Heaven ; but it 
it be too ſhort, they will ſer Criſt to patch 
up what is wanting , that they may land on 
the other ſhore. H2nce itis that many Pro- 
feſſors are much more conſcienciovs in their 
_ pbedience to the moral lay , than tl ey are ta 
the Law of Faith , for that they hope their 0- 
bedience will ſteed them aſmuci, if not more 
than Jeſus Chriſt; bur if chey underftand thac 
without F aith there i »o pleaſirg God n then 
they will labour for a taith thac may j«ftifie 
them, rather as an a7 of tieirs , than in re- 
ſpeR of the objeft Chrift, Chriit js ſtill _nſed 
only upon necefſity,and ro make up the want 
of ſomewhar elſe ; but very few dare reſt on 
the merics of Chritt a/ove , ſo asto ſee all thesr 
7: ab tobe as filthy rags. To few .s 
Cori wade of God Wiſdom , Righteauſneſs'\ 
Santtification , avd Redemption, Let me 
Toum 702 a peal in your Ears , « You muſt receive 
Chriſtum © Chriſt entirely , all Chriſt, and all of Chriſt, 
er rotum © or you are not Cliriſtians, though you have 
- Chriſti, cca vame to live. Chriſt js coming to diftin- 
«c ouiſh names from things, and then you will 
<« curſe the day you had the Nawe , or heard 
« of the Name ; you will bave your portion 
c with Hypocrites. Theſe, are indiſpen6ble 
«terms OR Which Chrift will inſiſt, Al, or 
© 'voxe ; Chriſt as a Refiper,, as well asa Sa- | 
<« yiour,z- Chriſt asa Lord, as well as « Sa- | 
if crifice, - | 


-_ 
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Sixthiy.If men re perſwaded in the horrours Many 

of their Spirits to take Chritt as Prieſt, Pro- cloſe with 

phet and King, as a meer ſhifr, to ſhift off _ 

rheir troubles and forrows, and their ſins conlogal 
( the occaſions of them; ) yet their hearts a<Qions, 

ſt ard off from Chrift, as an Hachavd, they have 

not conzugal affettions to him , their hearts 

are not brought oyer to him, they receive 

him not into their boſomes , into their 

Choicelt affetions all this while. There 1s 

{til} ſome ſecret luſt more precious than 


- Chriſt ; He is Nat the chief Corner-Stone , 


whereas to them that believe he js precious , 
exceedins precious. Few, like Paul , deter- 
mine to know nothing elſe ſave Chrift , and him 
Crucified, One Chriſt was enough to take 
up Pauls thoughts to eternity ; he did not $; Chr;- 
care what he was ignorant of, -ſo he knew uns 
Chriſt. Taough he was brought up at Gama- noſcis , 
liels feet , he laid down all his knowledge at 6. 
Chrilis feet. | 

I, Are your hearts ſo draws to Chriſt, as to From 
count him the moſt neceſſary. goad 1n all the efteeming 
world? And all other things to be but ad. Chiilt * 
jun&s , ſo thac you are .able to live without _—_— 
chem , but not without Chriſt } Liberty is 5,04, * 
ſweet to a believer ; burhe canlive in a Pri-* 
ſon, yea and live merrily roo, he can ing 
there, if Chriſt be within the grate : Bread is 
ſweer, but he can live in a Wilderneſs ( ade- 
ſolace houling deſart ) and fing there too, as 
Moſes did , 1 Chrift be there, yea 8nd pre- 
ferr it before Canaan. If thy Preſarige go wha * 
with us y carry #1 net heves, & Wilderacſ 

'D4 _.- mw 


Kooas - 


Their miſcarriages,as to believing in Chyiſt. 
with Chritt is more preciors than a Cana? 
- without him, It ye were through Believers, 
= the World would nt be accoun ed among the | 
1  Neceflaries. One thing rs neceſſary , One , 
not m2ny. Oc:ter things may civert or 
may a liccle retreſh bur Chrilt | is the Necel- 
ſary. 
[| yea, the : 2, - he in a ſenſe the o+ ly 0 o0d to yeur Soul? 
q only goog 15 nothing elle good tepara: &<d from Chrit: ? 
i Sive a Believer wat you will without Cirilt , 
i it weighs nothing , he droops, as the Mary- | 
i gold , when the "i witheraws. War is all | 
Aj this whilly I am Chr {Heſs ? Tuere 15 none 
[| good butChritt. Riches are miſcall'd goods : 
| they are not geod ſure jn their reſerence as 
they relate to Chritt , as they come ſrom 
Chriſt , from that boſome of love, and as 
they advance Chriſc , and bring Chriſt and |} 
the Soul to nearer Communion. It the 
World inits glory , ſplendour , and fulneſs , 
hinder communion with Chritt, by deadning; 
lf ;  Aatning, and diſtratins the heart, IT be- 
| comes a burrhen : He” is burthened with 
friends, -reiations, enjoyments of all ſorts , 
l that rob him of Chriſt , that ecclipſe the face 
| of the Son of Righteouſneſs , rhrough their 
ix Phjl.3.7 yy interpoſals. hat was pan ";s count- 
d loſs. - As he enjoyerh much'or little of 
Chrile: 6 thereafter he laughs, or weeps , he 
riſeth orfallech. In Chriſt are Riches , ho- 
l nours and friends: ' yea Prayers , Sermons h 
'  ,  -Sacraments, &Cc. 7 he Lord' is the Temple ; 
[|| Col. 3,:He is #llin all; He 'is-all things, and in all 
| 17. -things, notonly' by Way. of merit, mers 
$1: 1-4 [ Cy 


a. 


Thetr miſcarriages ,as to believing in Chrif. 
they have, or expe , is on Chritts account ; - 
nor only by way of conveyance, through him 
we have all good communicated ; nor only 
by way of cauſality , as he worketh all inall ; 
but he is all viremally, he is inflead of all things 
rothem , he makes up the defect of all things. 
If no Eſtate, no Friends, no Liberty , no 
Heaith, no Comfort, &c. yer the Believer 
wanteth nothing : As having nothing , and "1 
yet poſſeſſing all thing, Thusthe Woman told - i 
the Perlecutour , when he threatned her, to ** 
deprive her of her Husband, Chriſt is my 
H uband, Projeſſours , look to your hearts, 
to your affections, and then you will have [ja, 24+ 
cault ro cry, fy leanneſs, my leanneſs , woe I Ge 
unto me, fam a dry tree. © | 5 G+ Zo 
Seventh] 3 How few Chriftians have , TY, : 
their leia wich Us , Rn a the C off —_ | 
they may be at ? They were told of the Croſs , Coft be+ 
but the Croſs was at a preat diſtance, and fore- 
things, when remore, ſeem little, How M23 
many little udied the imporc of that word 
Croſs 2 What a ſhameful , painful, tedious 
death it imports ? Something of crouble they 
would undergoe for Chrilt , but really they 
never thoughr of dyins for Chriſt, of ſpilling 
their hearts blood for Chriſt - $0 that they 
did not cloſe with Chriſt #»derftandingly, 
either they were ;gnorant of Chrifts perſon , 
or of rhe conſequens of cloſing with him ; that 
they ſhould be bated of all men for his Names /1at 10, 
ſake ;; that they muſt rhrough mach tribulation 22. 
enter into his Kingdom ; that they ſhall be As 14 
prt ont of the Symagogues, and that the time22, © 
7 ” | þ cometh 


58 Their miſcarriages,as to believing in Chrif, 
Fo. 6.2 cometh, that whoſoever killeth them, will thivk_ 
| that he doth God ſervice. Hence when unex- 
Mat. 7. peRedly the rain deſcenas , the floods come , 
27. ard the winds blow avd beat upon therr houſes , 

( the ftately ſpiritual buildings z which chey 

have been erectins ) they do not only totter , 

but fall, and great « their fall, Even Cedars 

are taken up by the roots: How many in ſu-l 

th times put away 4 good Eo oſcience « avd Concern. 

17%. ing Faith have male ſhip-wracl? Hos many 

E.19. GwreT res, whoſe fruit withereth, without frutt, 

Jude twice dead , plucked up by the roots? They ſee 

V. 12. not the riches of Chri wili make them a- 
mends for all theſe loſſes and perills : the 

cannot ballance the rroub/:s of tlie Fleſh =? 

the comforts of the Sper;t ; the preſent evil 

things , with the future inheritance in Hea- 

ven ; the Temptations they meet with are 

unexpeted. They are like ſome Ladies , 

thar put forth to Sea for pleaſure; they launch 

forth towards Chrift , but as the King of Va- 

vaArre , Who ſaid, he would not venture far- 

ther, chan he could quickly retreat, in caſe 

of danger. The Storm makes them return to 

their Harbour ; yea, with the Dopg to the 

3 Pet. 2« vomit, and the Sow toe the mire. Theſe 

22. poor Souls ( O chat my heart could bleed for 

them ) were willing to come up to ſome of 

Gal.z.4. Chriſts terms , ro ” « little, nay, to ſuffer 

wavy thiugs , but they cannot endure to loſe 

Life, Omy Soul ! weep inſecret for chem, 

when thou congdereſt , that the Children of 

Mat. $. the Kingdaw ( Church-Members ) (bafl be caft 


1% Out inte outer daarkneſs , there ſhall be mpg 
: | a 


Thetr miſcarriages, ps to believing in Chriſt. 59 
ard gnaſhing of teeth, God will not abate « 

| por geo he requires , heexpeRts that M _ 
we take up the Croſs daily , that we hate Life + 9s : 
it ſelf , as well as whatſoever elſe is near and ke 
dear unto us. The Conditions impoſed on 9* 23+ 
his fallen Creatures are irreverſible , he will C*& 
never (toop lower, O! this makes many a 04-36, 
Man tO goe away ſorrowful, 1 beleech the 
Reader to goe over with the work, «of Converſion 
again, new that the Croſs is in fight , »ow 
that Tribulation ariſeth ; Now let him ſee, 
whether Chriſt is better than Name, Liberty, 
Friends, Relations, Lively-hood, and Lite 

ic ſelf ; and whether he can believe, that be Luke 
that will ſave hu life , ſhall loſe it , and be that 9, 24+ 
will loſe bus life for Chrifts ſake » fhall fing. ity 

and that with adyantage. | 


CHAP. VIII, 


T beir ſhuffling together falſe Signes of 
p Tg! pith Chriſt, 


ly. . Ow do mary Profeſſours fruffle to- 
> Jether a company of falſe Signes of Many © 
cloſing with Chriſt t How do they count them reſt in 
rrue and infallible , which are but queſtion- falſe 
able ; yea , which have been found in un- _ of 
ſound Flypocritigal hearts ; and fo deceive wich, 


—— 


bo - Thetr miſtarrigges,as to beheving ix Chriſt. 
Their fhemfelves, as ifchey hada Chrilt, and real 
ground. Grace within them ? How do they Itve upon 
Icſs Pleas, theſe Sisnes comtortavly ail their dayes with- 
thar they gut a Carilt 2 Excnſe me el brans m their 

have £9 Pleas, and anſwer them briefly. | 

ted with -*-. * o 
Chriſt, 1. I am chansced from what I was, nay , 
| changed inwardly. So was Saul, And it was 
x Sam, ſo, that when he had turned þis Sack to goe 
2.9. from Samuel, Ga gave him another | heart. 
Taou mayeft haye another heart, ang yet aut 
a new heart. Pu 

2+ I have extraoratmary Grfis: | was dull, 
rnable to ſpeak of God , tonoue-tyed kong 
the Saints; bur I can now hold a diſcourſe 
with them , and manage ſome of the' higheſt 
ſervices, as well as they. Might not Sanl ſay 
ſo much for himſelf > had nothe the Spirit of 
Prophetic to admiration ? When a company of 
x £,ow, Prophets met him , the Spirit of God came ug- 
10. 10, 97 him, and he propheſied amorg them : Thes 
AY the people [ard one to another , What is this that 
25 come to thei Shn/of K31hi 21 Ts Shul alſo amonge 
the Prophets ? The Spirit of God was up hins 
alſoat another time , and he.went.gn , and pro- 
39: 23 paeſied, wnril he came to Naioth ;» Ramahy and 
> * he fFript off has clothes alfa ,, and propheſied be- 
*3* fore Samuel jnlike manner , and lay down naked 
all that day , and all that mght. te. was .ſo 
great a Profictent , that {as one pbErves ) 
As (opn as he was admitted into'the Focrety , he 
commenced D oftonr', and prophelied with the 
beſt of them : "They food and prophelied,” he 
welt on, he'conld run and prephefie; yea, he 
wasſo ful oft the Spirit of Prophehie., thadhe 
"Fit Gr 7 neither 


1 Sam. 
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Their miſcartsgges,os tovelreving in Chriſt, 
neitner eat, nor crank, nor {lept , nor role; 
but day dewn naked all the day, and all the 
»ioht 5 he was as ina traunce all rhat while, 
and wanted-neither meat , nor drink , nor 
clothes, nor {leep. | 

3. I was til. of revenge, but now Þ am 


come toſuch a pitch of Religion, that I can 


paſs by Offences; yea , pals them by , when 
[have an opportunity of puniſhing them that 
affront me. Fad nor Sal io much Religion? 


GL 


The Children of Belial ſaid, How ſhall this: man OY 


hims ao Proſents ; bat he held his peace, Fe 
bears muCi, that can bear being derided, 

. 4. Thoagh { am meek in mine own Caule, 
yet when the Name of God , and the Church 
of God ſuffer,” I can be very much inflamed. 


ſavers? andthey desfiſed bim , and brought , , , 


So was hypocritical Saul, #hen Nahaſh the 1 Sam. 


Ammnonite told rbe 9: of Jabeſh , On this 11, 2,6: 


co: dition will l. make a Covenant with you , that 
I may thruſt out all your +1ght eyes , and: lay it 
for a reproach upon all Iixaet, : the Spirit of God 
came upon Saul , when he heard thoſe tydings , 
and his auger was hindled preatly. I 


5: 1am merciful co men, ro mine Enemies; - 
becauſe God hath ſhewed me mercy. Sowas 


7» 
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Sanl, «And4Saul ſaid; There (hall not a man Sam. 
be put to death this day ;- for this: day the Lord 11.13%, 
bath mronght Salvation is 1rael- Thoughrhe © + © 7 
was incited to revenge, yet he would not.: + +30 
' 6, When;I have any:Mercy from God II 
fee God-1n rhe Mercy, arid 15 not'this a good | | 
Sign? Tryly-no better than 5 an{had, 7a day 3 54m: 
the Lord hath wroxght Saluatien 3n Iſrael; | . II. 13. 
- 7+ L 


1 Saw. 
13, I2; 


1 Sam. 


I4. 37. 


1 Sam. 


Their miſc arriages,89 td believing in Chrift: 
7. 1 engage God wich me ; bgtore I ict 
upon any conliderable Undertakings. Did 
not Saul ſo mucin? Ther ſaid 7, the Pailiftines 
will come dows now upon me to Gilgal , and / 
have not made Supplication to the Lord ; I for- 
ced ney ſelf therefore , and offered a burnt Of- 
fering. And Saul [aid unto Ahiah, Bring hi- 
ther the Ark of God, &C, And Saul aked 
counſel of God , Shall 1 goe down after the Pai- 
liſtines ? | t 

8. Waen I Pray , I look what becomes of my 
Prayer , and I ſuſpend many of my Motions 
till L have an Anſwer. Saul the Hypocri:e 
went ſo farr ; he look'd after his Prayer, and 
would not goe down after the Philiftines , 
becauſe God 4»ſwered bins not that day. 

9. 1f I kaveno Anſwer to Prayer, I ex 
wine the Redſon , and I am ſure this is more 
than moſt Profeffours do. But not more 
than Sax! did , When 'God anſmered him not 
that day , Saul ſaid; Draw ye nigh hither all 


14-37» the Chief of the people 5 and know and ſee where- 


;n this fin hath been this day. 

16. I am croubled for other mens fins, and 
cannot but reprove ſinners ; Is not this a Sign 
of Sincerity? I anſwer, No , unleſs Sal 


' were (lincere: Waen he was told, che Peo- 


T4- 33- 


ple eat che blood , he was troubled, and re- 
gp too; He ſaid, Tt have trasſ- 

Y 8/64: ES | 
So My Zeal againſt Sia 1s ſuch , that ! 


- ——_—» A - Wo "I , 6 * 
Kr BE BNTETS:: MB 17, 
Ee a En IA N . , Tec 


puniſh it where-ever I find it; I am ;nperer- | 
al is my rehnwhec of fn: my Children, ts well | 


8:y Servaars a Gre erfetird, it they treſpaſs | 
againſt 


| Their miſcarriages 45 to believing tÞ Chriſt, 63 

! againſt the Lord. Hence I. conclude mine - 

| eſtate is. 2004, And ſo might Savl, As the 1 Sam. 

| Lord liveth, who ſaveth Iſracl , though ut ( the L4. 29; | 

| fin ) ben Jonathan my Son, be jhall ſmrely _ | 

de. 

| 12, I] conclude God loves me from « cow- ' 

| ftant ſeries of ſmilizg Providexces , that fol- 

; | lowerhallchatItakxe in hand : I find that che 

Lord blefſeth me 1n my goings out and com- 

ings in ; whatſoever ] do Evth proſper. And 

had not. Saxl ſtrange Succefles and Vidories ? 

Wien Iſrael was fo low , that they had no 

weapons for Warr, nor Smhs to make any, 

Saul rook the Kingdome over Iſrael, and fought 1 Sam. 

| againſt all his Enemies oncvery ſide , QC, and 14, 47. 

pray ſoever he turned himſelf , he wexed 

them. | | 

| T3, I find areadineſs to confeſs others bette 

; than myſelf ; ſo did Saxl with tears in his 

; Eyes. And Saul ſaid, is this thy voice ry Son 1 Sam. 

' David? AndSaul lift up his voice, and wept , 24.16z 

_ and he ſaid to David, thow art more righteous 17. 

_ * than I. | | | 

4 & T4 I continue my duties when I fear. God. 

, | hathrejeted me, evenin deſerton / keepon 

if ; worſhiping. $9 did Savl , when. Samnel rold 

© him, God hath rejefted thee ; he deſired Sa- p 

- mel to-turn again. with him, ber he might © _— 

- | worſorp the Lord; and he prevailed with Sa- 73 ih, 
—_ to: turn: again , 4d Saul worſhiped the 302 37s 

1 ' 15» TI ſee a beauty» the Church and People | 

11 | Of God. SodidBalzew. How'geodly arc thy: 

fo | ny Toys c/o 

0 : #9; 
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which the Ld hath planted , ard as Cedar 
_ trees beſides the waters. 
I6. 1 cannot for the greateT aly. antage be 
| brought to fin agaiaſt God, Neither, could 
Numb, Badlaan. If Balak wz'd give mz his hou, e full 
24.13, of Silver and Gold, [ canavt £9 beyond the Comt- 
mandement of the Lord, &C. 
17, 1 live up tothe diilates of Conſcrence , ) 
though I hazard che diſpleaſure of great men 
Alanis. thereby. So did that Sorcerer ; though B a- 
5 4.10. laks anger w #4 hindled dj ainſt Balaam , and he 
{mote his hands together. 
4.18. T have ſome lizhts of another W orld , 
in] I deſire to ſprnd 41. eteriity. with the Saint-e 
Sv had Balawm, and did not he delire fo 
Numb. muCci1? Let me-dye the death of the rightzoac > 
23.10, and let my laſt end be like his. 
' +-I9.. Waen-Echink of the day of Tudg ement, 


64 Theirmiſcarriages as to believing in Chriſt. | 
N amb. el! As the LV all:ys are they My forth , As c 
24. F< 6, Gardens by the R rvers [tdes yz as theT rees, Q&C.' i 


L am affefted with-it , 7 ein before I was {© 


" :ſottiſh and ſecure. + $0 was: Felfx, As he 
rug £30 Cao ſoned of Righteouſneſs, Temiverance. 


dremant tcome, Feliv trembled. 


'20O. ; am an:Orthodox? roteſtant;ſo thou may(t 


be a Teacher. too , thou mayſt 'ndt only kvow 


Gods will, and. approve t the things that are wore | 

Rows. 2. excellent, being inſlruTed out of the Law , but | 
x eh thy ſelf art 4 guide of | the || 

20, 2.4, -blind., a light of how which are it darkneſs; | 


18,19, confident that 


an 1 aftruTer of the fooliſh ,aT eacher of babes, 


which haſt the: fornz of knowled geo _ Endef 
O iT, # 


1D 


truth in the Law ; and: yec fall 
and of Heayen ; » yea the. name of God —_ 


* wo 


iſt; 


Theiy miſcarriages,as to believing inChriſt, *. 65 V 
x" blaſphemed among the Gentiles, through 
thee. | 
21. Iam free from the ſcandalous evils of 
the times, So were they in Peter, They had 
eſcaped the pallutious of the world , yea and that 4 Pye, o, 
through the knowledge of Chriſt (wich 1s more 40, 22, 
than the moral Heachens eycr had) and. yet 
were dogs and ſwine (Ul, 
22, 1 live zoffen/ively , none can lay any. 
thins tro my charge. Bur was not Pazxl, whilft 
Chrittleſs , touching the Righteouſneſs which is pþyl, 3, 
in the Law b!ameleſs? At the ſame time he was g, 
Perſeenting the Church of God. 
23. I have obeyed the Commandements of 
God for a long tzwe, I am not like a Muſhrom, 
ſoon up, and toon vaniſhing ; Iam a conftant 
Servant coche Commandements of God. So 
was the young may inthe Goſpel ; he ſaid un- 
to Chriſt , Alt theſe things I have kept from my f atth, 
yauth up ; what lack I yet? LES 19, 20. 
24. I have inlargements in duties, and ſa. 
tisfie not my ſelf wich ordinary duties , bur | 
make Conſcience of extraordinary duties , 1 atth- 
faſt, and that oft. And did not the Phariſees 23+ 14- 
make long Prayer, and fait off } 1 faſt twice in LR,18» 


. the week, I 2o 


25, I have joyes 3» Ordinances, the word 


© of the Lord is (weer and precious, I know 
- the time when it was not ſo, But did not 
3 | Herod bear the word of God gladly > Did he 
, | nat ſeean excellency in John 2 Had he not his MM ar. 6. 

| Virtues and Graces in great eſteem? Had he ED 
not a-. Reverend behaviour towards him? 


ay | Did not he obfetve wh and care to pleaſe 
Fi | d Ca 


him ? 


—— - 


Exzck. 
33+ 30, 


eye eenee— eee er OI 


_— —_— —_ — —— 


66 Their miſcarriages,as to believin 


oi 
6+ 


was much delighted in Joþ»'s Preaching. 
26, Nay but TI go farcher , for I ſtirr #p 0- 


thers to frequent Sermons. So did the Elders 


of Iſrael, "Come [ pray you , and hear what is 


the word , \that tomes forth from the Lord, &c. * 


27. Iobeyas well as hear ; I hear in order 


to praftiſe. And was not Herod ccnformable [ 
to John's DoArine ? though John Preached | 


Mar. 6, not placentia, he was a rougi Preacher, a'bur- 


BO. 


Matth. 
T2 8. 


T3. 54» 


AH ay. 
Y,22c 


Ii, 18. 


Lſe.t.rs 


Mat. 25-novo to Jadu , when he repented Bimelf 
 andreftor d the thirty piece, of Ploty, (ori p 


8, IO, 


trine. | | 
29. Many a time wnder a Sermon my knees 

and heart ake. So ic was with Felix. As he, 

reaſoned of Righteouſneſs, Temperance, BC." 


ming, as well as a ſhining light , yer the Text 


tells us, Fe aid many things, 
_ 28, WhenT hearthe word, Iam ſtravgely 


taken with it. So were the people, witeh they | 
heard Chriſt , they were afFoniſhed at his Dic- 


Felix trembled. _ 
30, But I Pray and Pray oft as well as hear, 


and'therefore'is it not well ? Ic way be ill e-: 


nough , if thou haſt no better evidence. 
When you make many Prayers ( when you mul- 


tiply Prayer , when you add Prayer to Pray-! 


er ) yet I will not hear, © 
''3T. There wasa time , whenl felt fin no 


more , than adead nian feels'a' ——_ up-/ 


onhim ; but now it is heavy ; "tis burthen- 
ſome. And was itnot ſo to Cain? And! Can 
ſaid nuto'the Lord , my puniſhment (or, mine 
iniquity )'is preatir” Foy cas bear. Was n 


> 


7a 5 to believing in Chriſt, 
him x He heard þim , and that gladly : He 


(i 


% 


Their miſcarriagesas to believing in Chriſt, 67 


have ſinned, in that 1 have betra'ed the Inno- 
cent blood , and went and hanged nium{eif ? 

32, I have deſires after grace y aid am wit 
ling to be a: coſ# for it. SOThe fo? lijh Spins. 
Ard the fooliſh { veing awakened out of cheir 
ſecurity in their form of Godlineſs ) ſaid »nto >” V1 
the wiſe , give zu of your Ojl: yea they went 25.8 _ 
to buy, They were willins woo be a: colt For the 2k 
power of Godlineſs, -- 
33. I afſÞveiate only with Gads people, yea 
with the pureſt and hali:ft. So 6id the foolrſh 
V irgins , they aſſocratcd not only with Vir- 

ins, but with the wiſe 4 37 inns, Both wife 372h. 
and fooliſh wezt 047 tog:ther 10 meet the Bride- 25.1. 
groom, | | 

34. 1 conſult Xfiniters for my Soul, and 
have high attainments, But wherein doit tho 
$0 beyand thofe , of whom ir is faid , They Iſa, 58. 
ſeek me daily, and delight to know my ways ; 2. 
as a IN| atton that did Rightconſnefs , wid for- 


ſook not the Ordinance of therr God: they ack 


of me the Ordinances of Fuftice = they take de- 
light in approaching to God? Wherein doſt 
thou go beyond thole in the Hebrews, who 
were once mlightened, and had tafted of the Hebr. 6. 
Heavenly gift , 41d were nate partakers of the 4> 3* 
| FA » and had taſted the good word of H:br.6 


P 
# £ 


- | God, and the Powers of the world to come. If 


thou haft not bectex things than'theſe , thou" 
haſt not favingly doſed with Jeſus Chriſt; for 
as yet thou haſt nothing that arrompenict 
Selyation, from which Salyatipn cannot be 
YR ER, 


E2 0! 


"WP Y nal 


8 © Their miſcarriages,as to believing in Chrif, 


O / .1 cannot bur picty theie poor hearts , 
theſe Alme/?-Chriſtians, Almoit Chriſtians , 
and Almott Saved. 1 may ſay they are. nor 
farr from the Kingdome of God , and yet ina 
ſenſe they are farther than any others. Our 
greateſ? at fficul: 7 hath been to yndeceive theſe, | 
ro wncbriſ theſe, | mean, tO take off theſe | 
figleaves . with which they have covered 
themſelves , that they m2y cyme to Chriſt | 
for clothing, and ſq preyenr the appearing of | 
their nakedneſs. Q ! Ir is hard tough work 
ro perſwade a proud Paariſee , that all his 
Righteonfneſs will.not fteed him , that he 
mul} fling away all , that he muit have ſome- 
thins.elſe to ſhew for Heaven and Glory. O! 
How have men fled in our faces, when we 
have cold chem , that yet they have nothing 
| that is efſencjal roa Chriltian , as a _Ciriſtian, 
or which makes a Chriſtian a Chriflian,, no 
more than a pifture bath of the efſence of a | 
man? You may imagine a man , that hath be- * 
ſtown 20 or 3< years in building, how loath | 
js he to pull cownall again? Taough he fears | 
che foundation js but on the Sands ; be wall ; 
rather venture, than begin all anew ; He is | 
_ evenaſhamed to ynravell all the Clue of his | 
ungrounded confidences, What begin upon | 
a new bottome ? No, not he ; and ſo- Ct iſt | 
and he part,. . He takes his ſuppoled grace to | 
-bea Chriſt, of at kaſt\, that there muſt | be 'F 
.Chrit , where ſuch changes are , and ſo cries if 
"Out, Soul take thine eaſe , thou baſt goods laid ' 
#p, 'for Wn ears, yea for Eternity. 
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Their Vngodlineſs : their Ignorance + theit 
| Efrrours , etc. 


Av not many Profeſſors been ungodly pofetors 
| men, «e:pet, MEN Without worſhip? If Vngodlie 
tro deny or withhold any patt of that reſpe& neſs. 
or honour, that is dve unto God, be ungodli- 
neſs; how much ungodlinelſs tath there been , Jude 4 
and 1; there till amon3tt uss Whici of vs hath 
not been grilty of not giving God his r:;ghr or 
duc honour ? Have noc we fuck'd in many «7- 
godly Principles? As that »t rs in vain toworſhip 
God, there is no happineſs ( comparable to 
what the World doth afford ) in communion 
with God ; Religion 15 but 4 notion and fancy ; 
Policy 1s the only Piety; This worla muſt be 
look'd after, whatever becomes of Conſcience , 
' &c, Have not we been guilty of «ngodly Pſal.50, 
thoughts 7 'have nor we thou ht , that God v5 21. 
| 10? ſo harſh , but we may take liberty in ſinning, Fob 226 
that be taketh no notice of what we think, ſpeak 12, 11, 


be | 4nd do , yea that there is 10 God? Have not Pſal.14: 


| we ſpoken —_ -F have not we utrered x, 
thoſe yery hard ſpeeches which nngodly ſinners 


: ſpeak? Havenot we ſpoken againit Gods ſer- 
\ P.  Vants? yeahbave we bets afraid 
% + 


to ſpeak againſt 
OE his 


JD 


2 Pet, 2. 


T T'rw. 
6.3 


Their 
1 gnor- 
ance or 
Goe., 

6, OY. 


I5 34. 


Fohn 4. 


2 2. 


Acts 17 


Þ3. 


bis Servant Moſes? Ard iiave not many of out | 


Pſa. 5. 
Tude I r 


, worſhip been to the unknown God ? God is tru- 


Their ungedlineſs, 


deeds been'ungodly ,* yea though we have not 
ungodly committed them ? God hath always 
been ſorely provoked by wungoalineſs; The 
Flood ſwept andy the 'Wotld* of the Ungodly ; 
but ver we migac have been ungodly uncer 
the Law , acacheaper rare, chan'under che 
Goſpel; becauſe the Gofpel gives us more. 
clear , and certain notions, of Gods excel- 
lency and glory , and Jays more obligations 
upon vs to reſpect God , and therefore iscal= | 
led a dofFrine according to godlixeſs, The un* 
godly ſhall not ſtand in judgement , neither in Þ| 
the world to come, nor mm this world, The 
diy of Judgement is appointed on purpoſe to 
take vengeance of ungoaly perſons, | 
Firit, Have not ſome Profeſſors been, and | 
ſtill are , altogether 1gnorant of God? Some 
have not the knowledge of God, I ſpeak, this 
( ſaith the Apoltle ) ro your ſhame. May it 
not be ſaid to many of us, Ye worſhip ye know 
»ot what ? Donot many Profeſſours worſhip 
God upon no other account, than the Rownans 
did their Fapriter , or the Ephefians their Dia- 
na , viz. becauſe he is the God of the Nation 
wherein they were born ; becauſe he was 
their fore-Fathers God , becauſe. his worſhip 
t51ncredit, and becauſe the Magiſtrate com- 
mands that God be worſhipped ? Have not we 
worſhipped God by Tradition, more than'out | 
of Comittion of Judgement ?\Hath net our | 


ly , in a Scripture ſenſe , unknown-ts all, 
that do not know him experomentally and pra- | 
= ically, | 


Their ungodlineſs. = 71 
flically. Now, have we taſted ard .ſcen, that pr j -. 
the Lovd i gratious ?, Has not ark ry , we Lab. 34 
knew God , and yer kept not his Commande- *_ 
ments ? He that [aithſo, i aLyar, andthe x Jo, 2, 
truth x nat in him : Hereby know we that we "IS 
know him ; if me keep his Commaudenents, If © 

we do nar thus know God, we are none of 

his G hildren ; he.bach no Child ſo li =_— 

he knoweth, his Facher 5 7 hey ſhall all brow + 

#4: ; from the.leaft to the yds Our being Jer. 31 
che meg of God in Profeiſion, will not ſe- ?* 

cure us from ruine: My People are deſtroyed ,, 

for lack of Knowledge, T he Ford Jeſus ol 4 6 
tome 1n flaming Fire , to render vengeance on © 2 Wy 
us ; for he will ſo deal with all chat hnow nes” 
Goth. ; 

Secondly, How errexcore have been Profeſ- Their 
ſours? None can be ſuch a ſtranger to our /-errou:s; 
rac , as to be ignorant , that a Spirir of De- 
lulion hath been ler looſe abroad , from Daz 
to ,Beerſheba, ſo thar the Pillars of Religion 
are ſhaken, the moſt concerning Truths que- 
ſtioned , it not exploded with ſcorn and con- 
tempt. © Have, not ſome made God the Au- 

« clior of Sin ? - Have not others forsot that 
« they were Creatures. and have aſſumed the 
« liberty, or rather higheſt impudence , to 
« ſay, thar they were Godded, and chat the 
& fulnels of the God-head dorh dwell bodily - 
« in every Saint, inthe ſame meaſure asit did_ 
« in Chriſt Feſus, whilſt he dwelt upon the 
«cc Earth? Nay , have not others affirmed , 
« Jeſus Chriſt to be a Baſtard ? Have not 0- 
<<- rhbrs ſaid , They were Chriſt , and would, | 
— E 4 ':"._.. _n 


J2 


Their ungodlineſs, 

& in the pride of their hearts , haye others to 
« worſhip them? Have not ſome denied 
ce Chrifts Deity , aſhrming , Taat he was not 
« God effentially, but only nominally; yea, 
« that his pure Nacure was tained with Sin? 
« How many have denied the Trinity of Per- 
« ſons? How many, under pretence that the 
« Law of Works binds not , have abrogated 
cc all the Laws of Chriſt, and tnrned curſed 
« Libertines ? How many have , under pre- 
«tence of acyancins the Spirits teſtimony , 
« maintained SanRification to be a dirty qua- 
& lication, and cryed down all marks and 
« Gones > How many have held , that the 
« Dyrine of Repentance, Faltins, and Hu- 
<« miliation , are too Legal for the Spirit of a 
« Clrittian? How many have denied Chriſts 
« {jteing in a Body at the right hand of God? 
&£ How many have denied his Satisfation and 
< Pyrchaſe ? Hive not ſome held, that there 
«js no Heaven, no Hell, no ReſurreRion 
«© from the Dead, and that the Beaſt and Man 
c« have one common end? How many have 
* been alcozetier for Inſpirations, and pre- 
ec feſs'd themſelves aboye the Sphere. of all 
« Ocdinances } How many have denied Wa- 
 ter-Baptiſm , the Supper, the Miniſtry , 
&« yea the Scriptures of God? How many 
c have accounted it their higheſt. Perfe ion , 
*rolinaway all tenderneſs of Conſcience ; 
< and look'd upon themſelyes the more holy , 
* by how much Villany they could be guilcy 
« of beyond others ? Do 


How 


- 


- ons ot 4 . > 


4 Ie 
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Ther ungodlineſs. 73 
How can we refrain from weeping out ou? ©ppqers 
eyes, how ſhould our eares tingle ; tO ſee arions to 
and hear theſe Abominations 2 How lrath the promore 
God of Truth been provoked by theſe curſed Prins 
miſcreants ? Wuat horrible affroncs have been,” 
offered to the dread Majelty of God thereby ? 
How many thouſand Souls have periſhed by 
theſe Delulions > And what a FP 9g hath 
come to the Chriſtian Religion by reaſon 
thereof, I cannot expreſs. Certainly ( faith —_ 
one) there is more deadly miſchief, and high- Bp. Hall. 
er offence to God in them , than in thoſe pratti- 
cal evils , which honeſt hearts profeſs to abhorr : 
Theſe , as they are immediate frum of our ſpiri- 
rual part , ſo they do more immediately flrike 
at the God of Spirits in bis trath and holimſs: 
And a; Religion 15 the higheft Concernment of 
the Soul , ſo the depravation of Religion muſt 
needs be the moſt dangerom and damuable. 
When Hezckiah heard the blaſphemies of 
Rabſhthah, it is ſaid, He rent his Glathes, F 
and covered hilSſelf with ſackcloth, and went | 
znto the Houſe of the Lord, and ſaid, This is 
a day of trouble, and of rebuke , and of blaſ- 
phemy, If an Aſſyrian Blaſphemer was ſo 
Sreat atroubler, what troublers are Nominal 
Chriſtians, thus abuſing their Profeſſion, and 
the God they pretend to ſerve, 
 Butalas ! How little have we been affe&t. Profeſsors 
ed with the Floyd caſt out of the Serpents month miſcarr 8 
after the Woman ? Though the Trumper hath 785 --2 
ſounded , "ag , = oy oe ag ro Tnhabs- 6 
rants of the Earth, becauſe of Spiritual ,,um; 
Plagnes ; 77's have been puffed up 1 ans have for them, 
| al, 


Their utoodlineſs, 
not mourned; Wehave ſpoken laughingly of 
thoſe (ins; We have not conſidered this 
Fudgemenr , as coming from the Lord, as a 
coken of his wrath ( i» giving up ſo many of 
our Country-men to ſtrong delufious ; to believe 
lyes ) We have ſhewed lircle Zeal for Gods 
glory , that hath been blemiſhed by theſe de- 
reſtable things: Neither have we pittied che 
many that have followed the/e permcious ways. 
How lictle have we mourned for them 
though the 4 poſtle ſaith, their damnation flum- 
bereth not. To | 
Nor uſing How few means have weuſed for their re- 
meansro ducement ? hardly pur up a Prayer for them ? 
redice not admoniſhed them , but let chem alone to. 
the erro- periſh in their deluſions ? Not ſo much as re- 
ncous. queltedanable Minifter to have recourſe to 
theſe poor deluded Souls in order to the turn- 
ins of them from the Idols of their own 
braing ET 
| How little have we efWeavoured to 
Not pre- ſtrengthen our ſetves ? to prepare Antidotes. 
paring agatnſ{tchis Infetion? We bave not ſtudied 
Anrichts the Scriptures, that we might warn the unruly; 
gainſt _* ue oo WS -*..a5 
the Infe- #24 refiſÞ gain-ſayers , and he eſtabliſhed in the 
Rion, preſent Truths ; but , though we have ſeen ſo' 
many ſhip-wrack their Faith and Conſciences, 
yet we have been þ:gh-minded, and have not 
feared. | i IEP: EQ. 
Nae gig. , Have we not been guilty of not expreffing+ | 


liking Our diftike of the wayes of Hereticks as we. | 
thew, ſhould 2: We haye not ſju»",'d them as we: | 
. . ought... To maintain a Party, to ſtrengthen. | 

a Faction , how haye we too much counte- 


* —- woos 


nanced | 


Their angoalineſs. 75 
nanced them ? their tellowſhip hath not been'. 

| enough ayoided. How little haye we regard- 

ed thoſe Apoſtolical injuntions ? Now 1 be- 

ſeech you , Brethren , mark 'them , which cauſe 9-6. 

drvi(jons ard offences, contrary to the Dolttrme 1 70l S. 

which ye have learned, and avoid them; for 

they that are ſuch ; ſerve not our Lord Feſus 

\ Chriſt , but their own bellies; and by good 

| #ords, and fair Speeches , decerve the beaits 

of the ſimple. And if any man obey not onr , Thef. 

word , note that man, and have no company , 1 4. 

with him , that he mzy be aſhamed. We have 

ſhunn'd the houſe where one with the Plague- 

ſore dwells, but we have not with-drawn p,,,, % 

from them that cauſe to erre from the words of x g, 27. 

Knowledge. 

b- What ſhall I ſay > We have not 19 hearti- Nor con: 
ly and vigorouſly contended for the F arth, whichtending 
was once, and but once, delivered to the for the 
Saints, as we ought. The Lord humble ns FR; 
for our luke-warmneſs. We have cryed up 
Moderation, and counted him an Hagio ma- 
fix 3 thar heth appeared againſt che abomina- 
tions of the JTead. Sure we have not been 
valiant for the Truth ngon the Earth. We 7qr,g.3: 
have not ſparkledſormuch the more in an holy 
Zeal,-becanſe others have perverted the right 
wayes of the Lord. Becanſe Fools have not _ 

been anſwered, they have grown 1fe in thr roV. 

\ | own'conceit, We have been afraifto middle 26.45 

- + with ſome, becauſe they: have ( unreSſona- | 

bly) ſhrowded themſelves under the' name 

of Sainrs ; but Pan! with-Rrod Peter to the'Gal. 2. 

face, nhen Truth was like to ſuffer. 1 do not 11. 

in 


76 
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Their ungodllineſs, 
in all this go about to Juſtifie undue rigours- 
God knows how for baſe reſpefs, interelts ; 
names of our own, we have been too (ſevere 
againſt ſome things of leſs moment, ſome cir- 
eumſances of Church Government, &c. too 
much zeal about mint and anice : we have 
been too impoling of whar lies dark and ob- 
ſcure in the book of God : and chis while the 
Enemies tares have been ſuffered to grow , 
and the Fundamencals of our Religion have 
been ( art leaft ) endansered. But that which 
hath been England: Sin is too much permitting 
and countenancing Of damnable D+Arines.Wuar 
ſhali I ſay? Waen Gol hath ſaid, z/þo is on 
my (ide > who! We have hardly anſwered for 


. our ſelves. We have been doubrfull in the 


5 Pet. 2: 
Z. 


2 P4.2, 
Ss 


Faith, wavering and reeling , not quite on, 
nor quite off , but ſtaggering and rotterins : 
Our Religroz hath been rather Opinion , than 
Faith , ſo that we have Rood looking. on as 
Nenuters , Whilſt Hereticks have wade Her- 
chandiſe of Souls with fained words. Fhe great 
Truths of God have lyen looſe upon our 
hearts , they have not been faſt»ed by the 
Maſter sf the Aſemblics , as nails ww 4 ſure 
e: and having little Experience of what 
we profeſs to know , hence luke warmneſs 
followeth on' courſe , or blind zeal for out 
Anceftours Religion. TS 
O how by reaſon of the great defe&ion a- 
monegſt us hath the way of 7 Tuth been evil ſps- 
ken of ? The common Enemy faftneth all up- 
on Religion, They will not diſtinguifh be- 
tweenT ruth and Erreur, yea between Truth 


| and 


Their ungodlineſs, 


and Herefie, and never would put a difference 


between the Orthoadox and-the Heterodox ; 
but if any one that had been called a Chriftian 
fell into any damnable Errours or PraQilſes , 


all Chriftians ſuffered thereby ; which forced 


the Primitive Fathers to Penne Remonſtran- 
ces, Confeſsions of Faith , and Apologies, 
thac they might ciear Chriſt and his Church 
from being Mother or Nurſe to ſuch a curſed 
Progeny, And thuvgh ſome amongit us 
have by Confeſſions of Faith), and otherwiſe, 
born witneſs again{t Errorrs , yet doubtleſs 
our Conſciences will tell us, that we have 
not by Faſtings, Prayers, Studies, and all En- 
deayours improved all our time and Spirits 
for che ſupprelsing and drying.up the floud of 
the Serpent , the Soul-deſtroying loud, as we 
ſhould ; bpr if we have had any Acrimony of 
Spirit , we have let it forth upon them, rhar 
have croſt us about Afedes of Government ; 
rather than acaipſt them ,' who have ſhaken 
the Foundations of our Religion. When I 
conſider the multituces of Se&s that have 
been , andare il] amongſt us, TI wonder not 
that the Goſpel hath had a miſcarrying Wormb 
ard dry Breafts. 1nall times Chriſtianity hath 


ſuffered hereby. Zoxomen ſaith, that many 
ok -N eſcio 


would have followed Chrift ,' bus they were 


7 


couraged by the Jiuers Dofirines among hit quod - 

followers. Chryſeſlewe profeſſeth that an 5704 6 
Heathen told him, He would beceme a Chriſftis ligam, | 
an, but he knew not to what party of them togued 5 


Joyn , there are ſo many opinions ard colctevtions: 
ameng 'Chriftians, When the mukitude' off 


Chriſtians, 


«fe 
am 


78 Theer angodlizeſs. 
Al. 2. Chriſtians were one-foul'd , then Fear , and 
322 33: Am, and Reverence #pon all the peopl: ; But 

' now that oze ſaith I am of Paul, &c. Now 
' Religion is had in derifion , and Atheiſme 
grows exceedingly. O that mine head were 
As Waters, &C, 


CHAP. X. 
T hexr wayt of Love to G od. 
ProfeC.- 3ly. Ant of Love to God i another | 
fors want, ©. great branch of ungodlineſs a” þ 


of Lore bounding anongſt Profefſonrs. | 
ro God in This is 10 orcats branch of un- | 
Chriift, qein that Jeſys Chriſt hath reduced all _ 
he Commandentents of the firſt Table con- 
[* ning | the. Worſhip of God to this great | 
Matth. '61 Fo , thow ſhalt love the Lord thy God with o 
23. 36.. th oy Heart, and all thy Soul, and al thy Mt 
Ipdee eyery 0ne pretends to. love God: l | 
ly ever. Br, with a perſon bue ſaid' he lo- ; 
y Tq Web; He that. buyib, «ff embleth with. | 
bylip may lay truly , Hew carft them, 
b;, hy her 2 "nhex thy h cart 4 x0t ae mes. 
Qd js loved r 1) . 
vs bring "uf "A a, ang Cl World 7 
raced. \ If God comes empty handed , 


ab his nga Faſt of PAN 9. 
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Their ungodlizeſs, 78 


Fc. Farewell, God is /oved , but with a ſe- 2 Tim. 


condary love; Proteſſours are hevevs of pleaſure 2. 4. 
ore than lovers of God. ' God muſt ſcand by, Tob. 21. 
and give place to ſenſuality, therefore they ſay 
unto God depart, &c. They like God whille 
chey may enjoy their pleaſures too, whilit 
they may not be infrinced. Let but a few 
things be conſidered , and we will ſee how 
much want there is of love to God in Chriſg. 
Whom we lore we are not aſhamed of, z.,:4. 

The Mothers is ſich to her Child, andGods to ced inbe- 
us, he is not aſhamed to be called our God. But ing 3tha- 
do not we conceal our Title to God i in ſome med of g 
Companies that hate him 2 How do we throw Relation 
off our Livery , and dare not to be known to Fo Fm, 
have walked with God. Remember be that 3s Mar. $. 
aſhamed of me, &C. 38. 
' 3. Parents are troubled, when their Chil- Nor crou- 
dren are diſhonoured, and [o Children when Þbledfor 
their Fathers ;''but are our Souls yexed, rack- _— 
ed with the filthy couverſations of Sodomyites ? 2 Pet.2 
Where are the Rivers of waters? Where Sg E. 
thy horrour becauſe men keep net” Gods C on- Pſa.1t9 
mande _—_ ? 63.158, 

3 » Theſe we love, their 5 Yong e ours; A 
Parents Enemies are the Childrens E Heirs DE E Gods 
Rut do we hate chews, that hate God » Jea PHD ER 
a off __ 7X 

. Truelovers of God hae. temſelrg fort; 79 

not ©loy' God enoygh: "g 46y Not ha- 
thus war ting ſol 
Go 
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$0 Thetr ungodlineſs, 
«c theſe tranſienc glances, with theſe ſudden 
< caſts of mine eye , and to be inſtantly 
« wheel'd off from my God again? O this 
ec fleeting mind of mine ! when will it fix On 
« God, and abide with him? O this gadding 
c« heart of mine | when wiil ic center in its 
<« true and perfect happineſs ? Waen I curn 
«mine eye from earthly q»jeRs , either 1 
«im diſpleaſed with them , or there is ſome 
« becrer chins that draws of my mind and 
« heare : But dare I ſay ſo of God ? that be 
« is unlovely ? and yec I have been weary 
&« of him. 
Nortraft- 5- Did we love God, we would truſt him, 
ing him, we dare truſt our very liyes in a Friends hands; 
Bur we dare not ſo traſt God. What would 
a.carnal man give thac he had bur his life and 
health in his own diſpoſe 2 When he is poor 
he had rather it were in his own hands to ſup- 
ply his wants, than in Gods ; for he thinks ir 
would go berter with him. We cruſt God for 
little. We think our ſelves quite undone , 
when we have nothing ſavea God and a Pra- 
miſe to truſt to. YR ; 
» «av. Ge How little do we jay in the preſence 0 
7 God and Chrit}, and is for tho abſence? 
grieving 1s Godall inthe want of all, and is God che 
as they All inche enjoyment of all > Can we ſay, 


K+ 


Ovglite | ſhew ws the Father and it ſufficeth w. When 


- we haveno F;gtreeeft , can, we rejopce 3 
. the God of our Sloarion 2 Canwe ſay, Twke 

' al Z3ba, now that my Loyd ts come , now that 
the Lord ftoogs to Goel in bouſes of clay. Q 
worldlings | take your riches, and make the ll 


Their ungodltpeſs. 
4 them, / envy you not , I have enough in 


50d. Dowe lo grieve for the avſence of. 


God and Curiſt , that nothing but God and 
Chriſt can make amends ? O that our happl- 
neſs, life, comforts, were folded up in 
God and Chrrit ! Can we live no more with- 
out God arid Chriſt , than a B-arz without the 
Suns | 

7, True Lovers are thoushtfull co pleaſe 
the Beloved. But is there any thing that we 


waysto be more uſeful for God : What have 
I to do more ? but how ſeldom do we ask our 
hearts, what way may we walk 1n all well pleaſ- 
my How ſeldom do we deſign for the glory 
of God? ERS 

8. True Lovers are open handed, and 


bountiful to God : they beſtow readily and 


freely any chins they have on him : they will 
patt with their Tſaaks, their deareſt things , 
with Litabs, 8&c. Rather ford that ran of God, 
wiſh'd every limb a man, every boxe a man, 
yea every hazrr a man to ſet forth the praiſes of 
God. When Ged ca!'s for limbs , can we ſay 
| Farewell co then) ? Are there not ſome things 
ſodear to us rhar. we cannot ſpare them ro 
Ekriſt ; Are we ſo taken with Chriſt , chat 
Gur hearts are diſ-ingaged from the love of 0- 


Is 


Nor 
thoughts 
00% 12 | wg: | ful co 
think leſs of than plealing of God 2 A trite pleaſe 


lovet of God js alwayes proving , what # that him. 
goud, and acceptable, and perfelt will of God. Rom.17e 
Proving what i acteptable unto the Lord, He 2- 
is (ll ſearching thar he may know more Epheſ. 
wherein he may pleaſe God, as willing al- 5. 10. 


het things? is every thing viſe > but Chriſt > 


3 


Their ungodlizeſs, : 
Is all you part from inftantly ſupplyed in the 
loves and ſmiles of Chriſt? > 
9. True Lovers of God are contented 
with nothing by way of recurn from God, fave 
only love from him : returns of love they muſt 
have. They do not pray ſave for love, they 
SO not In before God for Corn, Wine, Oyle , 


- &C, but for /ove, for God to open his heart , 


Tſa.264 


Not prai- 


to take off his mask from his lovely face , and 
ſhew them the light of his countenance. They 
are not like the Raven , that came to Noah : 
more for nece/s;ty , than delight. Tea in the 
way of thy Judgements, O Lord, have we 
waited for thee ; the defire of our Soul is to thy 
Name , aud to the Remembrance of thee : With 
my Soul have I defired thee: mm theNight, yea 
with my Spirit within me, will I ſeth thee 
early, | 

Io, True Lovers are wont to praiſe each 


fing him, other : But how ſeldom do we ſet forth the 


Can. 5. 
TO,I1, 


praiſes 'of Chriſt > Love is witty, full of elo- 
quence , witneſs the Spouſe , fy Beloved is 
white and ruddy , the chiefeſt among ten thou> 


12,13 ,ſard, his head is as the moſt fine gold, his 


4315-2 
IS, 


locks are buſhy, black as a Raven, his eyes are 
a the eyes of Doves by the Rivers of waters . 
waſhed with milk, and fitly ſet, hu checks are 
as a bed of ſpices » #s ſweet: flowers, hu lipps 
like Lillies dropping ſweet ſmelling myrrhe : hs. 
hazds are like fg Rings ſet with the Berill , his 
belly 1s as bright Ivory overlaid. with Saphtres », 
bis legs are as Pillars of Marble ſet upon ſoch- 
ets of fine gold , his countenance xs as Lebanon, 
excellent as the Cedars, bis momh is maſt ſweets 

Joe 


Heaven and Earth , Air and Sea, to praiſe 


Theiy ungodlinefs. 8 
yea he 1s altogether lovely, This i my Be- 

loved, &c [le praiſe thee with uprightueſs't Pſal. 
Fle praiſe thee ſeven times a day, Yea, Da-* 9. 7; 
v14 thought ſeven times a day too little , and; 6 4. g 
therefore he call'd in all che Creatures of Septiesy 
God : the Dragons in the deep Muſt not be prom 
Hent. True Lovers praiſe God as much as {al. 
they can, they exalt Gud ro the: utmoſt of 148. 
their power; and then, from ſenſe that God 
is2bove all their praiſe , they would have eve- 
ry thing that hath breath to praiſe the Lord z 
yea ang inanimates too for to joyn in the 
Q:1ire, Doth Praiſe wait for God? ©: 

11. Did you love God, you would love e- - Ms 
very thing of God : Do you love his Omni- - ok mop 
From » his Juſtice, his Holineſs # True o &,q 
ove to Chrift ticks not bately in the Perſon of and 
Chriſt z but reatheth to-all that have an Mnion Chriſt, 
with him. Do we love Chriſt myſtical , as J% 13- 
wellas perſonal? Are we of Catholick Spirits? 34» 35+ 
The Apofile is peremptory, and brandeth 1 9% 4» 
them all as Liars ; that pretend to love God 19- | 
and Chriſt, and do not love Saints; 

12, True Lovers of God thirſt after nearer,,. 


Communion with God, A Soul followeth hard thicſting 
bo thee. The Soul =- _ yg 
rod- Let mt fee thy Glory, faith Moſes, nearer | 
though he Ayes Fran Mottaſs were (com- —_—_— 
monly  permitted' ro behold ;* yet Serjper * 
avaris eger, Much would have wore: As the p ſal. 42: 
FF art panteths after the Watts=brooks', ſo pan- 
teth my Sant after thee, O God © my Sonl obirſp= ? 
ah fay God, for tht "Ts God, when ſhall 
'W#..& | 2 


come 


. 


Their ungodlineſs. 
come and appear before God? A true Lover of 
Godis under an holy impatience , till he cea- 
ſeth to ſee darkly 3n a glaſs ; He would fain ſee 
with open face, O ! ( faith ſucha Soul) the 
diſtance between Chriſt and me 1s too great : 
O ! I cannotbut groan earnefily, when I con- 
ſider I am abſent from the Lord , whilft pre- 
ſent ;n the body. Lord, ( ſaid Auftin) I will 
dye , that I may enjoy thee ; I will not live, 
but I will dye : 1 aefire to aye , that I may ſee 
Chriſt ; and refuſe to live, that I may l've 
with Chriſt. The broken Rings , Contratts , 
and Eſpouſals, content nor the true Lover ; 
but ke longs for the Marriage day. Here' are 
Clouds that oft paſs 'rwixt God and my Soul , 
© that { were above them ! Here, ifI ſee 
and enjoy , the fear of loſing ſo ſweet a ſight , 
abates the comfort of fruition; but then wel- 
conſe an eternal day , that ſhall never have a 
night. 
Being 13. If you loved God, his Commande- 
weary of MENTs would not be grievous to you. , Love 
his Com- cannot be eafily poiſed : Love hath a kind of 
mands, Almightineſs in it , ſo that heavy burdens are 
1 For5+3 made light , and almoſt impoſſible things be- 
come feaſible. But of how many things do 
Mal, 1, We lay , What a wearineſs 35 it? How are you 
13. haled by Governours , by Conſcience , and 
by the terrours of the Law . unto Duties ? 
How like Slaves chain'd to Gallies , you muft 
work , though ſore again your wills > Did 
you love God , you would count nothing te- 
Hebr, dious, fave dulneſs, in his ſervice. Sin 
22,7, nouldoaly be the /jghts O the burden of 


.-v 
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Formality, Pride, &c / But O the pleaſures 


of the wayes of God! Tis yoak xs cafe , bis 
burden light. Gs | 
I4. Did you love God, you would be jea» E 
lus , leſt it ſhould goe ill with Gods affairs. —_— 
The loving Mother trembleth , leſt che Child ir goes 
ſhould ſaffer, when ſhe is off from ir. - But with Gods 
alas ! how few Elies are there , whoſe bears "> 


tremble beauſe of the Ark ? Do you really fear, : $ - 


let Formality ſhould eat out the Power of 


Hail Maſter, 


ſhould be your Slave , but it hath got the 

heart, the boſome ; and Chrift muſt fard 

without doors tull bis locks are wet. O that God Cam? 5; 
ſhould: tioop fo low , as' to loye you, as'to 
make-you the birth of his everlating counſels. 

of loye'; that he ſhould carry you long in the. 

womb of his eternal purpoſe ! This goodly 
Fabrick of Heaven and Earth had not been e- 


; reed, but as a Stage , whereon he would 
; ſhewhis love toyou. And'did he not, in 


the fulneſs of time, purchaſe you þy the blood 


' of his F;rſt-born, yea of his only begotten 
| Son, and forthis very end, that the might 
' gain your love, as well asreveal.his gwn love? 


3 RT, 


Therr uvgedltveſs. 
And yetthat your love ſhould not be like an 
Eccho , which returnech what ir receiverh ? 
Sure you ſhould caſt back Gods beams of love 

.. upon himſelf. Tuis is all he expets, 41 

_ Son, prve whe thine heart : All the command 

__  » . he ayes vponyou, is, in one word, To 

BAat.22 Love him, God might have commandedour 

36," 37+ Children: to be ſacrificed , to paſs through the 

' © Fire, O! what a favour is it to love the 
Lord? That God will honour us ſo farr, asro 
ſufter ns to love him ? And yer we love. any 
thing, any ſordid baſe Luſt, rater than God. 
We would count it, a iavour, if a Prince 
, would pgiye ns a privy Key, to come to him 
. ,, whenwe pleaſe : Here is more honour, we 
may have recourſe to the:bo/oms of God: when 
- we will. God would bave 'vs to love him 
With all the heart , with all the ſoul. T he Lord 
'_  -...1 would not Hoſt one grain of our love. O that we 
+-.*3 ſhould deny him that which he ( wath reve- 
rence be it: ſpoken, and thought on ) is ſo 
Fond of, And zow 1ſrael, what doth the Loyd. | 
Dqut. . require of thee.," but to love him, and to ferve | 
IO, 12, « the Lord thy God with all thy heart , aud with 
all thy Sogl, God requires not now Cattle | 
upon a thouſand Hills, or Rivers of Oyle, | 
Only, Love wie, Love wes” Love me heartily, | 
_ ponflantly,' chiefly ; and yer we deny him ovir | 
'loves. O ! I hate my felfwhilt writing this, | 
'That I fove the Lord ſo.little, fo ſeldom : It | 
was he thatmuie me, and not 1 my ſelf: He | 
hath wonderfully formed .me , and wonder- | 
"fully preſerved me , and ſhewed many wordets | 
3» the deeps tome. 'O.! whar ſhall I Wwieg: 

* | | Eng. © 
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Thetr uvgodlineſs, 
the Lord with a ſuperlative love 2 O Iam rea- 
dy to ſay, Lat me love nothing , if 1 love not 
thee ; nay, love nothing , till I love thee 1. O 
that. you would gujeve abundantly for want of 


. Love to God ! . You have paſt as pr, 
2uln, 
\ 


Red Sea, you have been as the flaming 

God hath looked after you, as if he minded 
none but you ,. you have been as the Signet 
on his right hand., nay more , you have been 
engraver on his Palmes, and. what , not love 


the Lord ? Shame ,uapon you, that you can 


dote upon the dark, filchy, dirty World, and 
neglect the Lord of Glory. All the Aﬀeci- 
ons you have, God gave them, ( win. he 
gave thee a reaſonable Soul ) bur for this 
end , that you ſhould place them on himielf, 
and not on his Enemy, 7s it not hard maſure 
that Ged ſhould be denied Love , when he gave 
you power to lizk ? M & Frienfl ſends you Bot- 


tels of Wine , it is hard , that when he comes. 


it.is Rot accepted, . 7 hough you give your Body 
tle boned, end 


raed , Aa 


SERIES are but. pieces of dead C arri9n , un- 
leſs t 


FM 


F 4 man 


I Cor, 


Hoſe. 10, 
I, 


 commy of Chriſt? Hz deſerves it, that loves 

not Chriſt , and he'mult and ſhall be forced 

to own the Righteouſneſs' of God in ſen- 
* tencing him to' Ecernal' flames , who nicht 
have been ſecrred againſt 'them ,' had he 
| but loved Chriſt more, than a baſe dunghill 
F Luſt; >? RR . PREISE EE End” bs 75 - ws Fl hk: 
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CHAP, XI, 
Their evil ſurmiſes of God, _ ] 


' 
& 


Their e-- 4-Þ Vil ſurmiſes of God is anothey prece of. | 

vil ſurmi« | wngodlineſs found too frequently among | 
- oy ſome of the more "9 Profeſſours , even ſuch | 
D as have the root of the matter in them. I hall | 

the rather inſiſt on this-Gn , becauſe*righe | 

thoughts of God are the. fuell which matn- | | 

tains the fire of Religion: without which it | - 

- fon decayeth and is extinzniſhed, © - |} * 

[| Miſcal- - ' '7. Do net we miſcall Gods love-tokens? Fath 


| 208 his *'rot God ſent thee many loye-tokens by his | 
| OV C=[QO- #. 6 » 3 c *, 
kens, © Spirit to aſſure thee that he owns tes and | 


* Ces 
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 - Their ungedlineſs. 
delights in thee, as his Spouſe ? For thee to 
queltion thy relation to him upon every tuyn 
mult needs be grievous to him, how grievous 
then is ir for thee to deny all his tokens sf 


grocd and love to thy Soul, and to count them 
ut deluſions , buc the works of the Infernal 


-Spiric , cratisforming himſelf into an Angel 


of Light? Tocall lighr, darkneſs, good, evil, 
ſweec, bitrer, the work of Chriſt, the Devils 


' work, is ill reſented by the Lord, it goeth un- 
to his heart. You that are Husbands, Wires, 
"Parents, Children, cannot endure to have 


your love and fidelity ſuſpeed upon every 


| baſe ſuggeſtion and whiſper. Believe it God 

takes notice, atid laies to heart all your jea- 

Toufies of him , all your baſe unworthy cen- 
E075 ; ROY 


ſires of him. + 
" 2, How ill are Goas. Providences reſented? 111 re- 
Alchough God hath told'you there is a beauty ſenting * 


in their contexture , that things preſent ad GodsPro- 


things to come are yours, that all ſhall wor wo th vidences, 
gether for good , that your Providential leſs, 
as well as your: Providentral' erjoyments , that ms 


your changes, as well as. your ſerlings , your 328. 


wants as well as yorr abundance ſhall all-be* 

' Sanllified toyou: yet how few , with that 
"bleſſed man, bleſs the Lord, when taking a- Tob!1; 
- way? And with Paul , rejoyce , yea glory ing, * 
* tribulations? God aſſures you, that your lick- p,,g,'5 - 
| - neſſes, reproaches, wants, ſhall. do you good, , - " 
| * yeadeathſhalldo you: good, all ſhall begood, 

or do you good, all ſhall-be ford 3 OF pD; | 
out of the etter 

+ from Gods defartions you ſhall have adyante- 


er ſhall come forth ſweetneſs, even 


8» 
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. Fes.y your very thorns thall drop. honey , ſhall 


bear grapes. , yet notwichſtandzng-what hard 
thoughts have:you of God under ſuch diſpen- 
ations? Didſt thou. onely accuſe thy [elf , 
judge thy [elf , abhorre thy ſelf, it were well; 
but. in ſpeaking againit thy ſelf ,. thou falle(t 


foul upon God himſelf by queſtioning his love 


;from theſe providences,” Deny; thy ſelf what 


'thon wilt , but beware of a denial of Gogs 
. love , and of che Spirit of grace, that hath 


taken up his lodgings within'thee-;..O chatall_. 
melancholly doubrung Chriſtians would confi- 


.der. of this (-too ſeldome ſuſpe&ed.) provo- 
.caxion.and-unkindne(s of theirs towards God ! 


Q | take yp, and keep up beter thoughts. of 
God-, what ever his carriage. be towards you. 
Though he [lay you , yet truſt in him. When 


.._ . Willyon be as Dav#d, 'who though beleague- 

. -F8&-with Enemigs, - yet:kept pp good thoughts 
of God, he doubted not of Gods pitty , | of 
- Gods fayour, and; protection, and. therefore 


.T,ooull uot be afrasd of ten thouſnndas. of people » 


©" 16fhat bave; /et themfelwves aguunſf ,yie round 4- 
"Pla. 27, bouts | Though AP hoſt ſhould encamp. Ag ainſt 


wit; my heart (hall net fears 864 8, this wilhil | 


15468 eonpaenta. - ln. what ? Why that che Lords | 


Tyght, and my SA[uation; avd the frangth | 


_ as "w./ife» , God bach not ſpent all. his ſtoxgs , | 


Jie hath enough for-me' 5. ho g);nee. ſuffer we | 
abr tempted abivembat s ſab be: able to brax , | 


© Ga RIlhieith: abr tempration wk ory for 007 | 
.ſe4pe+ And bach not (God told. thee » , that | 
Iſa. 54rtbs nates hal\depart 


i Os 


Wed  .and the. bills beve- | 
,nweved. , yes id Letting kindne(ſs fuk vet —_— | 
| rons | 


- © AQ 
+ x0 


_ 


A Cf ip Fry" ov 


wad 


4n Ordinances ; ' fo lons 


he have liberty touſe what rod he - eaſerh', ©17»$+ | 
whilkt all are for cby Profie, that thou may 
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from thee , neither ſhall the Covenant of bis | 
peace be removed? But alas ! Thou canſt en- 

tertain good thoughts of God in fair weather, | 
butler them fall in a form : then it is, 1a. {Mar 4. 
fter, careft thou not that we periſh. Thou canft 35. 

rruit in God. when he carrieth himſelf as a 
Friend, and anſwereth all thy-requeſts , and 
granteth all thy deſires, but not ſo, when he 

ſeemech an Enemy. Cant. thou with Paul 

ſay , { am perſwaded, that nerther Death , nor Roms.S. | 
Life, nor Angels, nor Princepalities , nor Pow* 38, 39s 
ers, nor things preſent, nor things to Come s vor e20 
height, nor depth , nor any other creature , ſhall 

be able to ſepernte uus from the love of God, 

which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord? Whilſtthe 

Candle of the Lord ſhines on: thy Tabernacle, 

whillt thy 60zes are full of marrow, whilit thou 

waſheFt thy feet wu butter , 'whillt every Ior- 

drchai boweth in the gates , whilt chon haſt 

dews on thy heart.z meltings and enlargements 

| g hou can(t keep 'up 

good thoughts of God and- is love z. but let 

the Scene be altered, letthe Sunn wrap up. it 

ſelf in a Cloud of darkneſs, let:the rod lie on 

the back, and the Arrows: of the a" 

Pprerce the heart , and then not only grace withe | 

## isqueſtioned , but the 'loye of God withont. 
tam caſt ont from before thine eyes , his merry 
:5 clean gone- . Then all men are lyars, even 
Samuel himſelf.” But alas 1:how ignorant art 
Thou of the:methods of God 2 Doth not he 
ebaftex every ſon that he recerveth ? Should not 


Heb.12, 


de 
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Row, 8 pariske of his Holineſſe? Might not Chriſt 


29. 
Phil.3. 
20, 
AMatth. 
20.23. 
45" os 


24. 


Conecly- 
ditg | 
thence 
ſadly of 
Gods in- 
Fenrions, 


CE 


wht 


have had 111 ſurmiſes ot his Father upon high- 
er grounds, than any chou canft name ? Wha 
art thou co hope for milder uſage 'from God , 
chan he ſhew'd to his own Nacutal Son? If 
thou art predeftinated to be ' conformable ta 
Chri#t, to be partaker of his ſ»fferings , to 
drink of his cup, wilt thou doubt thy fil:ats- 
on from thy filling up the ſafferings of Chriſt ? 
3- How do ſome draw jad conclupons from 
Goas Providentiall diſpenſations coucerniug his 
untentions for the future? When they loſe dear 
Relations , an Husband, or the Wife of the 
boſome gone, a fweert Child ſnarcht away , 
and. perhaps by inadyertency ; Ochen no 


fooner can we enter into the houſe of mourn- 


ing, bur we hear cries from you, Q my hypo- 
crifie! O my formality! O this is one of Gods 
Arrows of Vengeance! O1 God is begin- 
ning his Controverlie, which will never end, 
oll it laies me. as low as Hell! Whereas you 
Mould entertain other thoughts of God, vz. 
«© That now he is removing the [4ols of jealone 
«je; now he is weaning your-hearts from 
£6:Creatures , that he may have all your love; 
«.he knew how much Spiritual Communion 
< you have loſt by the company of your Rela- 
< tions, and now he himſelf would have 
'©*© more of your company ;' now he would 


-< have you to delight your. ſelves more: in 
. ** himſelf; now he hath but dryedthe. Aream 
©. *©({a;weak, unſatisfying Rream ) "one 
- -- S£drink and drink abnndantly- of the pure 
$5 Chryſlal waters, thatdrop from the bleed 
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« Fountain «immediately ; now God hath a 
& bleſſed deſign of grace to prepare you for 
« glory ; he is now making the earth an howl- 
« ing #ylderveſs , that you may long for Ca- 
« ,a4n; he is now leaving you to naked walls, 
« that he l:imſelf may fill chem; be is now 
© turning all out of doors, that you may have 
&« the more liberty to treat with his Majeſty 
«with the leſs diſturbance , withont tnrer- 
© ruption. Alas ! you know not how unkind 
ecand burdenſome, yea treacherous you? 
« Friend, your Relation might have been, if 
© continued longer. to you 5 you know not 
ec what 4 diſhonour toGod and to your ſelves, 
<« he might have been, if longer continued 
< in the land of the living , and therefore ro 
<« preſerve him from ſcandal, and your ſelves 
« from heart-breakings thereby , God hath in 
« mercy, pity, and faithfulneſs, removed 
«©him, taking him away ( it may be) from 
« the evil to come. Few put theſe Com- 
ments upon Gods Providences towaris them; 
but commonly take all in the worit fenſe they 
Can, | 
4. How do ſome inſtantly call 3n queFyon Calling 
Gods love , if Evidences be not ſeen, if they be Gods lave 
| not fairly writ , ſo as the Soul can read them ? 2 quelti- 
\But may not the »zoney be in the Sacks mouth, *n, 
though the Brethren ho ic not for a while ? pyjgea- 
Yea though the Soul hath: had: a welcome «cs, 
from God , yea many a welcome, yet how 
ſoon is the Soul ſo creſt-fall'n ; that it is afraid 
to go into Gods preſence ? and through the. 
powerof Sata and Melancholy , duty , yea 


- many 
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many duties haye hereby been intermitted ? 


This provokes God exceedingly : What? 


When you have had hisS:-ffe, and his Brace- 

lets, when you have had ſuch admirable proots 

of his Love, in ſending his So», and Holy 

Spirit after you, to work ſo great and glorrous 

a change in you , coming inthe ſtill voce, 

and wh;Sering Love unto you ; dandling you 

as on the kxez , welcoming you again and a- 

Sain to the Throne of Grace , ofr filiing your 

empty Bottles, anſwering your, thooiſand 

Doubts, ſealing the Covenani of Grace, and 

granting and confirming to you all the Patents 

of Love : And yet at every turn have you 

doubted, whether God loves you or no? God 

Iſai. 49. chides Z jon for this, Let #or Zion ſay , the 

"+ Lord hath forſaken, &Cc. | 

IIS 5. Are there not ſome good Souls ( though 

ding God their goodneſs lies not in this ) that are apt to 

no Friend 9#eft:on the Love of God to them ,, fromi the 

becauſe blaſphemons thoughts and injeftions that they are 

Saranis þarrazed with? But what , becauſe Satar is 

CY your Adverſary, muft God therefore ot be 

tempt Your Friend ? Becauſe Satan doth tempt you, 

them, Will it therefore follow ; that God doth or 

love you ? Wete we not wonderfully prone 

to evil ſurmiſes and diſtrucs of God, we 

would not make Satans Malice a ground ſuſh- 

Client to doubt of the Love of God. Doth 

the Husband love his Wife the leſs , for that 

the is tempted, whilt ſhe defies the Tempter, 

and 18 burthened with his foul and daring fo 
ST 7-7; 4 
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O how & Satan pratified hereby ? He is the oy 
great Accuſer the Cat T wh Frwves, that [e- _ -£ 
perateth choice Friends : He 'goeth betwixt gainſt c- 
God and, Saints \, asa Meadtatonr of Differences, vil ſfurmi- 
to accuſe Sat; to.God , and God to Saints ,ſes of 
and will you any longer be T ale; hearers againtt.2%6 
God? Believe.ir, the falſe witneſs which he 
brings , is againſt hin , who hath given you, 
todas, - rful progfs of his everlaſting Love to- 
wards you. When, O! when will you CoM- 
plain of Satan , in the words of the Pſalmiſt 2 
The Enemy hath perſecuted, my Soul, he. hath Pſal. 
made me to dwell un darkneſs, like thoſe that x 43« 3s 
have been long dead, It is the Enemy that 
vails and obſcuresthe work of the Spirit what 
he can , that you ſhall ſee it no more than a 
dead man can behold any company that is in 
the Room , Vault or Grave with him. When 
Satanrells you , your Graces are counterfeic, 
your Faith bur that which, a temporary may 
have , your Graces but moral 'Vertues ; O 1 
how ſoon is your Enemy credited ? how.much, 
more believed than God , his. Migilters., and 
all the reſtimonies of Gods Loye that; are 
brought you ? Hence youare one day jealons 
of the Kin indueſs of,Chriſt another day of the 
Calne of Chriſt, then of the Intentions of. : 


hritt , he means no good rome : Hence als, - 
IL os doubt 6 Pe RB ErhL fe of ar your Perſong, SOL 77 
bo Datzess, T beres 4.0 harge s over my, wes 
| Prayers ,. that they cannot Fur 4p ; If T-come. 
; | rig 9 be; nila look on ſuch a, Wretch, 
ach hard thoughts. of Chrifk, 


Ne: next Satan , and toe Toon eriter- 
tained 


Patricks < willingneſs to make 


Parable 


'be a Mercy to you. 


. & py,, all your Religion will —__ into, , 


Their, ungodleneſs; 
tained by us : Whilſt ſo , you can never thank 
God for any Mercy ; for you douvt whether it 
c« Can you bleſs him for 
< life, health , and lengtli of dayes, whilſt 
< you have this Suggeſtion, that your account 
« {wells with your time ? Can you bleſs God 
<« for Eſtates, Honours, Friends,' &c. when 
< you have this jealouſre , that God is fatning 
& you as Hoogs for the ſlaughter ? Can you 
& bleſs God for Ordinances , whilt you ſuſ- 
pe, that there is 4 Commiſhon given 
« forth , that chough you have eyes, yet you 
« hall not ſee, &c. And that che Sus 15 tO hat - 
« lex you , Whilſt it ſoftneth others? Yea, 
* how can ye bleſs God for Chriſt , when you F 
e& ;magine NE 15 ſer for your fall ? - = 
By giving way to theſe Jealouſies , yol | 
dam up the Springs of Praiſe , that ſhould Þ 
flow from your lips day and night. Hereby | 
you will alſo bo Biadred from waiting on the |; 
Lord, with that free and chearfal Spirit as ye Þ 
owght. 1 uct wait on an Enemy , as on a þ 
Friend, If I haye curſed jealouſies of any | 
man, 1 find fio pleaſire to bein kis company; | 
ahd if he employs me about any thing , I goe| 
prudgingly about ir. The truth is , . © So} 
< ſong. as you entertain fuſpitidns of Gods} , 
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| 
( 
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you happy , and to af-! ., 
« ford you ſufficient means to make you hap-_ -. 
e<a ſpurious and baſe-born Deyotion. In] 
« ſtead of that free and friendly converſe that 
e ought to be maintained berween God and] |. 
i your Souls, you will only flatter hn 9.9. 
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ec ſervile manner , and bribe him not to be 
« your Enemy. Worſhip God you muſt ; 

. « for fear of incurring his diſpleaſure , and 
ec Jeſt your neslefts of him ſhould rouze up 
E [11s anger againit you ; but you cannot en- 
«rertain any Cheariul and friendly ſociety 
& with a Beeins which appears in a dreſs ſ0 
© horrible to your Souls. Now between 
< this neceiſity of coming to him , and that 
« fearfullneſs to approach him, what can 
< there be begotten, bur a forced atid con- 
© {firained Devotion, which, becauſe you do 
«not love, you wouffd willinsly leave , did 
* not the dread and horrour you bave in your 
« $9uls of him , drags you to his Altars ? 
« And what are you won: to do there ? Truly 
* nothing but cry, and look as if you were 
« 50ing to Execution, till yon can flatter your 
« ſelves intv ſome hopes , that he is moved 
eby your cries , and forced ſubmiſſions , to 
« lay alide his frowns, and caſt a better aſpe& 
e ypon you : Bur your hard thoughts of God 
© returning, you are conſtrained ro renew 
*« yout ſlaviſh Devotions , that you ray pur- 
« chaſe another gracious look from him. In 

» <rhis circlego your paor Souls ſpend many 

» « dayes, and advance nat one ſtep towards 

* *©the New Jeraſalem. No wander therefore 

: If God be ſo provoked at this{in of evil ſur- 

4 Miſes. This is what I have obſerved very 

| common among the Lords People, ;.chey will 

k pray with ſome earneſtneſs, and: perhaps 

| have ſome confidences that God is gracious , 

| and will anfiver their prayers, and grant all 
Re 2 Ye their 


Ne 
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their degres ; burtno ſooner off from their 

Knees , but ( if they think of God, yer) they 

| Jay down cheir expeRarions of receivins any 

thing from God, and fall co diftruſting and to 

. renew the:r jealouſfies of God as ſoon as they 

. . havedone Prayins, What ? Is God yea and 

_ nay? Is he kind, when tou art on thy knees, 

and unkind as ſoon as off 2 Will God take it 

. wellfrom chee, thar in thy duties thou ſhalt 

put tothy Seal that Goats true, and loving » 

and minds thy good 2 And preſently take off 

the Seal , yea rather.Seal to a parchmenc of 

the Devils drawing ; that God is falſe , chur-P 

liſh, and one that ſeeks thy ruine ? O! whultP 

- there 1s a Dzvil, and a melancholy-humour to | 

\ be wrought upon , I do even deſpair to ſee}. 

tus curſed God-diſhonourins and debaſingÞ 

. fin, to be quite rooted our of the hearts of! 
- ChriRians ; but yet it isa Provocation , and 

Let it be for a Lamentatton. 


CHAP, XII, 


Their unthankfulneſs. - 


It Profer. 5 ly. | Nthank fulneſs :s another piece of un | £1 
| | fours un- godlineſs that Profeſſours are very. 
thankful- guilty of. Praiſe , or Thankfulnely .- 


| Mea, ts as the Peyny or Pepper-corn, which God ex 
i} G A y K 
| / * peily 


I Ln 
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peas as acknowledzement , as high Rent , ta 


| be paid lum for all we hold of him.' But how 
| hath chis been denyed 2 And thereby how 
| Juſtly have we forfeiced all into the hands *of 
God? Thoughthe paying of this rext* penny p 
be che only Heavenly work that can be done , 7, 
on Earth; tae only joyfat imployment, thar x74 
ſhall laſt to a!l ZE rerzity in another life; a work jj, 


that ſhould ever wait for God in Zion, and 
tierefore Z 703 15 called /ſrael my glory ; not 
only becauſe God glorizch in Zo» , but be- 
cauſe Zn ſhould continually glorifie God ; 
ye: how untiankfull are the moit Profeſſours? 
Tae very Hzathens will riſe up in_jadsemenc 
acainlt unchankfull Chriftians ; They had 


their hymns co their Gods, Plato when rea- 


dy to die,, gave God thanks for chree thinss , 
that he was made a 1a", that he was born in 
Greece , and that he'lrved inthe time of Socr a- 
tes. How much more ſhould onr ps ſhew 
forth the bjgh praiſes of God ,, who hath made 
usnot only me”, but mew men? That we are 
born of Gol, adopted the Children of the 
molt high”, and regenerated by the Spirit ? 
That we have breached notin Greece ; bunt 1n 
E gland, in Ariel, a place of Viſions, in the 


TV alley of Vifon? O the riches of free grace { 
. that our Mothers Conceived' with vs in: this 
.  placzof light, and ar ſuch a'rime whett the 
|, Natjon was moſt enriched wich the light” of 
| ... the Goſpel, when it was full of'gracious-Mi- 

.. hiſters,. the beſt that'ever the world ſawfſthce 


i . the Apoſtles  dayes ! Why had" \hbQ*God 


"browths chee ont of the? Wothb wher? "this 


4 . YT « . © F% p oy 
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land was overrun with Paganiſm ? with Po-. 
. pery ? Why had not the Lord ſhut thee up 

and impriſoned thee with the reft of the 
World in darkzeſs, and in the ſhadows of 
death. O chat when the Goſpel ſhines bur _ 
upon a little ſpot of ground , which God hath 
incloſed for himſelf , and files it his pleaſant 
place, his garden , that thou ſhouldſt be the 
man born there | That when the ret of the 
world is like the barren mountains, on which 
. 0 rain falls, and brings forth nothing but 
. bryars , that God ſhould bring thee forth in 
the place of his Tabernacle! And yet thou in- 
gratefull wretch will hardly confeſs , that the | 
lines are fall'n happily , and that thox haſt a | 
goodly heritage. How ſeldome is ſuch lan- | 
guage as this heard from thee? © Blefled be þ 
<« the Lord that my lot & falls in ſo fair a 
& ground ; bleſſed: be God that I was born in © 
 &« Exgland, and not inthe Waſts of Arab:a, | 
« or America; thanks be to the Lord, chart I ' 
<« haye had more than the light of the Sun, | 
£ Moon, and Stars to condu& me to Feſzs , | 
c« that ſo many -wells .of Salvation have been} 
. < opeved unto me , which have been ſhxt unto | 
<« the zo of the World. But to return to} 
Plato : If he thanked God for living in the 
dayes of Socrates, we may ſay that greater} 
than Secrates have been amongſt us. We have| 
'had thoſe , with whom we have taken ſweet 

counſel , with whom together we have gone tt 

| the bouſe,of God ». who have been burning , as 

I well as ſhining lights; many examples of cloſe- 

. walking heavenly Chriſtians have we enj on_ 

uc 
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ſuch as haye had the wijdome from above, and 
more pare learning, than ever Socrates or Pla- 
ro could pretend to. The Society of how ma- 
ny heavenly, grave, ſerious, active, fruicfull 
Chriſtians have we been bleſt with, ſuch as. 
have been faitbfull admoniſhers, ſuch as would 
not ſuffer (n to reſt upon us , ſuch as have dayly 
told us here is the way, walk,herein? O the 
helps we have had ! But O the curied un- 
thankfulneſs of our hearts towards God , not- . 
wichſtandings his-beftowins vpon us ſo many 
lights tO guide us, ſo many fires tO warm us , 
and ſo much /alt to ſeaſon us ! 5 

I. Inflead of gromg God the glory of all, O! Evidan- 
how have we ſacrificed to our own nets and to 0-ced in 
ther Inſtruments ? We have praiſed oy ſelves, their Sa- 
rather than God for what we. have. We have ificing 
not aſcribed the. glory to God ,' bur to Inſtry. © Iaſtrue 


_—— ; ments, 
ments : like that Card;nal , who writ down py," ,_ 


how much ſuch a Prince honoured him , what ay 
ſuch a Lord did for him , and what ſuch a Pope * * 
conferr'd on lim ; whereupon another infers, 
T his man remembred his Friends , but forgot © 
God. Saml hath ſlain his thouſands, and David 
his tes thouſands; but God hath little or no 
ſhare inthe Triumph. | | 

. 2. How ſenſible are we of 'onr wants and Tg much 
ſeraits>* Bur O how unaffeted with the g00d-.Com- 
neſs of God towards us? How full of com: plaining, 
plants are we } but empty. of acknowledge. ] 
ments ? Hath not the want of ſome one thing 
robb'd #s of the comfort of all our enjoy- 
ments, and God of the praiſe that was dye to. 
his name > We have been ( ſuch is our way- 

1 G3 I 
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ward Nature ) more troubled tor the want of 
ſome one thing, than rhaukful for many mer- 
cigs.: Like Haman , one Mordecat not bow- 
ing to our delires, hath made us heavy and 
ſenſeleſs under all, our honours, and Gods 
vouchſafements : Like Achab, we have been 
more drjetted for want of Naborb's Vine- 
yard,, than we haye :{;'4 God fora Ring- 
dome. | 


3. eAre vot we oftner longeſt avd keartieff 


1 the Petitionary part of Prayer ? We are {tl} 


craving the ſupply of wants ; but ſeldome , 
very icldome , too too ſeldome bleſſing of 
God for what we are ſtored with : Our Per;- 


tions are long, but Praiſes are Sor «7's hind 


be praiſe, honaur and glory, ſerves for a ſif- 
ficient Doxalgy : Yea, how earneft, how fer- 
vent , how importanate axe we inthe Petition- 
ary part ;. but how dull and heartleſs are we in 
the @rgralqpery part of Prayer ? 


Setting +» 0.108 we ſet up our reſt 177 being glad of 
up their 470165 ana Dehwerances, ? Whe reas Jt 15 ove 

' reſtin Ching to be glad of a Mercy or Deliverance , 
Gladneis, but per ns to be thank ful for it. T hin 
are they plad : I bur that will nor ſerve the 

Pſal. turn; itjza return of an highet nature, which 


107. 30, God luoks for.: Othat men would praiſe the 


ord for bis goodneſs ! | 


Forgering PR £76 BY wrmindiel of the grating 


God with 1.2 ave hot we forgot- 


ten the, God of pur Saluations , and been wn- 


f 


mindfal of the Rack of our Prength ? « He 3 


« 2n.unthankful man C faith 'Sezeca ). that de- 
<& nies a Benefit received, ſo is he that dif- 
2 -: "De 
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Their ungodlineſs, { TOZ 
e« ſembles it, rogecher with him that requites © 
«jt'not: butotall the reſt , he 15 moſt nt 
« thankful, that hath forgerren 1t. 2M 

6. Have not we neglefied to make Catalogues Not ma- 

of the Mereies we have received, to help onr we Ca 
memorier? How can we, thathave not, and, _— 
will nor ſubmir to this Divine Ordinance, look cies. = 
upon our ſelyes as ſome of Gods /ſrael/!- T bis Pſal. 
God hath ordained for a Law , and- a Statute 78.5. 


for Tirael : What was this Ordinance ? That Deut. 4. 


they ſhould write it ( what God had done for 9," 
them ) and ſo provide, that the Generations 6: 7. 
to.' come might know what God had done; 31. 19. 
But alas! how little care have we, that whar- 
ſoever God does 5 maybe for ever to his glory? Eccleſ. 
How -1mjuſt are'we unto out Children, and 3. 14+ 
the Generations to come , in depriving them of 
a faithful Record of Gods Mercies to us, in 
whict'God-ſpeaks' to them, as well as-unto 
ns ? What God ſpake to Jacob at Bethel , he 
ſpake to //rael , that lived in Hoſea's time » a» ,_ . 
bove a thouſand years after it : There be Foke 79+ 12. 
with w;, How injurious to them > Byſuch a 3* 
faithful Record, they might read the right way 

in ſayling Heaven-ward ;' by ovr Falls, they 

fight know where lye the Rocks and Quick+ 

fands; 'and by our Deliverances, where Out- 

pare$ars tobe found. 'Nor 

' 7," Have not we been t19 filent concerning the ſpeaking * 
Gobdueſs of God towards 45? How ſeldome do of Gods 
we'with David fay', Come and hear all ye that Mercics 
fear God, and I will declare what he hath done AO... 
for wiy'Soul. 'How unlike Saints are we? p/,j 65. 
T by Saints ſhall bleſs _ » they ſhall ſpeak, of 1,5. 

Ty, 4 <omY AT 4 > 0--wv the 
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I 45.10, er, 8 1.ake known j 4 on, aud talk 9th 
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( | at he hath beſt ord , accord- 
0g L 1018. wed on me, &C C 
Wer ſirs -, .$. Have not we ehs ? ;C. $0 
g up awith us i TLECLE 
others to 4. ator agg the bleſſrug of _ on others to 
. {harigs Friends, that marr of Praiſes {rang did 
Sho) . be O O 
praiſing Ouire? A chankfa qfames 4a Dry our 
oe Regt eras margin de 
in the - At others , th; An 
heart m_ of Prailing Go all, would joyn 
doth uot th - 5 * 0d, A 
lone . th . mk it enough t : gYAE10 45 
_—_ it would be ain praiſe God a- 
auy. e in Heavenor Earth ay hg were 
Thei But I ſhal Yb I-60" CO" 
Varhank Rance in moni ſpeak more particular] AAabet a 
fylneſs, ” cies ( tO waters choi pans > and in. 
beſt of us won national ones.) for IE 
For Con- £T.ces Som 00 too unthankful : Which the 
yerſion, 4nd miry ela we forgot the bole , and d _ 
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' Their ungodlineſs, 795 
ſaith God ? Remember thu day.: What. day ? 

The day » herein you were aelivered from the 
houſe of bondage under Sin, the World , and 
Satan, O! how have we forgotten , thar 

the Lord, bya trons and irreliftable work | | 
of his bleſſed Spirit : rrarſlated 4 ont of the 5 [ 
Kingdom of Satan, into the Kingdom of þis | | 
dear Son ? Itwas he that made Fordar to give [ot | 
back , and delivered us from Egypt, and the 36; | 
ty ilderne/s, taat we might inherit the good | 
Land. O | what Enemies were we, ſtudying 

to be damned, galloping to Hell, till God 

mertvus-?--= ..- bj: 

How ſeldome do we lock back to the Sprin : 
from mJ all our Mercy fiowes ? How le. og - 
thankful have we been for rhat Original-foun- 
tain- Mercy , eternal Eletion? Why fhould 
God fingle us our a People for himſelf 2 Why 
did Grace bloflom from Eternity > Why did 
God plot and ſtudy my happineis before I had 
a: beeing ? What was. there, that Jacob is 
ſmiled-upon, and Eſau not ſo? God might 
have hadhis Revenues of Glory out-of my 
ruine, O thathe ſhould sſorifie the riches of 
his mercy in my Salvation } And yet how little 
is God magnified for this ? <0, 

... How little do we bleſs God for Chriſt ? x, 
Though he.be the Stream that alone refreſheth Chit; 
the City of God, yet how ſeldome is his Love, 
his oops and condeſcentions for us , his bleed- 
1ng and dy;ng for us, remembred by us, with _ 
hearty Praiſes and Thankſgivings? . _ Forthe 

How little do we bleſs God for the Covenan > — any 
of Grace , which Mr, Ales excellently calls Sign 

RSS —_ 
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Their upgodlineſs,”. 
T he Bow. ;n the Cloud , after a Deluge of Sin 
and Miſery , the forfeited Leaſe of Eternity 
renewed , the Magna Charta of the City of God, 
the Hopes of Sjmmers , and the Riches of Saints ? 
And in particular , for the Promiſe of the $pi- 
7it » Inall his Offices and Operations, tor 
the application of the purchaſed Poſſeſſion ? 7 


36. 27s will pur my Spirit within 092, 


For out- 
ward Sal- 


How little do we remember to bleſs the Loyd 
for outward Salvations ? You begin perhaps 


vations. \itha little, as Jacob, and now behold you 


FI 


have. two bavds, a troop of Children, 
Friends, &c. and- an Eftate- to 'maintain 
them, When others have had ove Heſs, you 
haye had Benjamn's Portion , the filver cup 
pur into the ſacks mouth; Riches, and God toog 
Eſtate., and Chrift too ; Peace, and the God 
of Peacetoo ; the World, and a good T itle to 
it: and, yet do not you ſeldome cry ont , 
Blef, stheLord 0 mys oul 1 and let all that i with< 
2 thee praiſe his holy Name? How ſeldome do 
yon conſider who hath ma;»tarned you all this 
while ? Who hath delivered you, and pulF'd 
J0u 4s brands out of the fire? You have had 
the k enteuce of Death in your ſelves; you have 


been, with David and Paxl, i» the mouth of | 


the-Lyar , aud yet faved ; near to periſh by 


che Bullet, Sworg, Peſtilence, Feaver, and ; 
other dangers , and yet your Lives giver you | 
for eprey : But bor few have you forgotten the | 
Wonders ſhewen unto the dead 2 Othe many pre= | 


. $ . 


venting MEE Oe you have heen made par- | 


takers of ! Hath not God ſecured you in many 


 trayails ? How many have died mich younger | 


— — 


Their ungoalineſs. Io7 
{ thartyou, whilit the Lord lengtteneth out ' 
"your cayes in order to Repemance e How 
many have died in an inf{znt, ard teen 
| ſnatch'd away, without any warning given of 
Death's axproach ; whilſt you have Lad many 
an Harbinger , to give you to underfiand-its 
nearneſs'to you? How many have been 
cruſh'd by falls from tonſes, and cevoured 
by beaſts, and by ctker accicents have- been 
hakened to their long heme ; whilſt God is 
long-ſuffering to you ? Huw many have yeu 
ſeen drawn on Sleds, led to ſhameful and vio= 
leat Deaths; whilſt you Lave been kept from 
ſi.ch diſma] ends? Ard are there n0 thanks 
due to the Neme of Cod ? And yet bw: ſel- 
dome do you atlmire at diftirguiſhirg Prov 
dence, and preventing lovirg kindurſſes ? You 
have a guard of Angels to attend you day and 
{ niglt, to ſecure you from danger ; but how 
| little do you bleſs the Lord for the Heavenly 
' Hoſt? Audyet, if ycu do thank God for 
ſome fhgnal outward Mercies, perhaps for eafe 
fxom the Stofe , Gort , Cholick; perhaps 
| for ſecurity from the rage of the devouring 
. | Peftifence : if yoti thank not»:God more for 
| Celiverance from” Hit ; ffomi the guilt and 
| power of Sin, tFan for outward Calretionns, 
* | you diſcredit God, and his chotceft Mercies, 
' by under-rating Spiritials to Temporals. 
| + We ſhonld have bleffed God for his Rod, For fu: * 
as well as for his Sr4ffe ,. for toth are Merries; ferings 
| but how wnthankful are we wen for ſofſtringe fer Clu 
| for right couſneſs ſcke ? God expeas, that mn | 
every thing we Five tharks z as we ſheuld _ 
| C 
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Their ungodltheſs. 
be partzal in our Obedience, 10 neither in our 
Thanksorving. How little have we imitated 
the' ancient Chrittians , whoſe mouchs were 
alwayes full of Thanks be unto God? They ſa- 
Inted one anocher with Deo grats.s; and when 
they heard tydings of Perſecution or Protefti- 
on, of Croſſes or Comforts, (till they cried 
out, God be thaukhed. How unlike are we to. 
famous Bradford? If ( ſaid he) the Queen 
will releaſe me, 1 will thauk her ; if ſhe will 
keep me in Priſon ; I will thank her ; if ſhe will 
burn me, I will thank, ber. Thou ſhoulditſay 
from thy very hearc, © Though (ck, though 
« ſcorned, though threatned ,. tough all the. 
day long counted as a ſheep for the ſlaughter, , 
<c yet bleiſed be-God that. ] am counted worthy , 
« co ſuffer for his Name ; Bleſſed be God, 
*©:that he connts me for a Son , and chaſtenerb: 
« me for my profit, that 1 may be made partaker 
&« of bg holineſs: Blefled be God , that I am 
< chaſtenred', that I may not be condemmed. 
Buthow few give thanks alwayes in all things 
#910 'Gpd2\We'have been too backward-to 


T/a. 24. giorifie Godin Ziov, much more 3» the Fires, 
The Apoſtle Peter : would not have a» mar, 
1 Pet. 4. ſifering-as dC bniſtian, to be;aſhamed; butto 


16. 13,;gtorific God onthu behalf , and to rejoyce, in 


32 


as much as he-ispartaker of 'Chrifts ſufferings. 


But God knots how farr-from Praiſes we, 


have been, whed the Scorms haye been-high, 
and threatned our Tabernacles. ' 


Conkiders - - Xſpw hath God charged us to'remember Mer+ 
ATCLONs g- 
gainft 
Vnthank. 
kilne(s, 2 


Cy » end to praiſe bins for it. Te. that fear the 


Lord, praiſechins ; Praiſe bim, O ye a” 


Their ungodlineſs. 109. 
of the Lord ' Praiſe thy-God, O Zion ! Praife pjal wn 
himin the heights : Praiſe God in his Sanktuas © 

ry s Praiſe him for his mighty atts : Praiſe wb 
him acco ding to his exccllenrgreatueſs. Doth I Ae? 
not the innumeradleneſs of Gods requiries of . we os 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving, aggravate our neg- _” 
le& of this Duty ? hat Proviſion hath Chriſt "5 © 
made againſt this Sin? Hath not he appoint- T0 
edthe Sacrament of his Supper , 01 purpoſe: 
toheſp us to Remember him , and his ſavings 
benefits ? Do this in Remembrance of me. BuC 
have not many Profeſſours been fo reſolved 
to be unchankful , thar chey have neglected 
this great Ordinance , which was appointed 
ro trenornen their Remembraxce of paſt Mer- 
cies? Hath nat God told us, that he hath forms- 
edus for bis praiſe? And what, yet back- 
ward thEreunto ? We can never love God to an 
; beight , whilſt we forget bis loving Kindneſſes. 
' 1 wonder not, that many complain of their 
_ decayes of Love to God , whilſt they forger 
his wonders of Grace and ].ove: to their Souls. 
Even Publicans will love thoſe of whom they are 
| beloved. And did we oftner recount the 
Mercies of God , they wonld - work endear- 
ments betwixt God and our Souls : Did we 
 confider, what a-wonder'it- 15," that God 
ſhould draw us 'out of nothing; that he, who 
| ys ay to behold the things of Heavtn , ſhould 
put his finger to our workmanſhip ; that he 
ſhould curiouſly work us ; as. Needle-work', 
--1n the dark Vaults of Nature and that when 
- we were fufler of fin , than the Toad of poy- 
fon, that yet he ſhauld- feed-a-Toad , od 
OT tp cloat 


NN 


Thetr ungodlineſs.” 
cloat': a Cockatrice : the. Fire of. Love to 

God would burn within our brealts. How #5 

God provoked by this (jn 2 God took itillac the 

hands of the 1/raelites, that they remembred 
P{al.78. not his hand , noy the day in which he delivered 
42. them : How much more do we grieve the 
Lord , waorem2mber not the goodneſs and 
ſalvations of tie Lord in Canaan, yea. in 

Zion Our Saviour was grieved, that his Diſ- 

M at 16, Ciples remembret wot the five Loaves, and the 
8,9, 10, ſeven Loaves, and how many Baskets they took 
#p: Innumerable greater favours hath Godq 
ewed to us, and yet we forge: them. How 
have we forgot the God that bridled Natures 
-prond wayes, and ſaid, Hitherto ye ſhall goe, 
and no farth:r > Waen we were ripe for 
Judgement, then Mzrcy ſftept in, and yet 
how ſlow to give thanks? Hardly oze of te 
blefſeth God for cleanſing Mercy, as they 


Ought, Mere there not ten cleanſed, but where | 
are the nine? Tais makes me fear, People | 
have not ſad a deep ſenſe of the miſery and | 
ſtains of Nacure , for that their Saviour is no | 
more thanked. © Did not the Lord force | 


< thee, by an over-powering work of Grace 
<© upon thy Soul at firſt Converſion , to- be 
<« willins to be made happy ?. D:4d not he com- 
<« pel.thee to come into the Feaſt? Was it, not 


[& God that brought thee to ſuch a Pariſh ,,, to | 
& ſucha Minſter, and toſuchaText 3 And} 
« didnothe, by his Almighty power , en- | 
«able thee. to believe and apply ? - Was 1t ,not | 


& he, char broke thine heart, when as hard 


al nethermſt Mill-ftone,, and made jrſofc, | 


[} 
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« malleable and plianc ro his will and plea- 
« ſure ? And what, forget the wonders of 
< the Lord in the deep ? This vexeth the Lord 
© to the heart. Did not he cauſe the'Walls 
© of Jer:coto fail, us by the-woice of Rams- 


©* hyrnes, by weak inconfiderable means 2: 


« Did not he alienace thine heart from Luſts, 


c chat were dearer ov thee than thine eyes >? 


« Did not he preſent tlie face of Chriſt , as 
* lovely to thy Soul , who before was deſpiſed 
©« end rejttted? And harh not Chriſt fed ttiee 
<« with freſh ſupplyes of free Grace, thathave 
< watered thy Soul every moment , ſo thatyou 
« have been kept through his mighty power ? 
« How many doubts hath Chriſt anſwered ; 
« and how many ſcruples hach' he, by his 
« Holy Spirit , ſatisfied thee in? And: yet, 
«<Q wretched heart ! how nnthankfult haſt 
« thou been ? Thou haſt forgot all his benefits. 
A man would think it were impoſſible , that 
every unpleafGns Providence ſhould make us 


_ ſo forgetful of all the mighty Works , * that 


haye been done within doors upon our Souls, 
H ow 1u5t is it with God to plagne us; for this 


eur urkindueſs nnto him?  Betanſe thow haſt for- 1ſ4- 17. 
gottew,, &C. therefore the harveFt ſhall be an 19, ELe 
. heap, 1nthe beginning all ſucceeded well , 
| . (faithYatablus upon the place )* according to 
©ourdefire : 1s the day tht Plant frew, and is 
the morning the Seed flouriſhed : but becauſe of 
unthankfuineſs ,' extreme mifery followed. 
Wonder not", 'thar the Show#Fes are with: held, 
\ , thatthe Lotd thbſeth' che''Sy2 co ſe? oh'the 


Prophets at Now day that tie” Hana falls 
| wn cb Et oo 
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Their ungodlineſs. 
not before your doors , cliat the hidden IMan- 

TIS zab, and white Srone , are denied you, you 
_ 1 do. have been unthankfull, you have zot taken 
narur;de- Fare for the fragments , that nothing be loſt. 
perdirur, Gods Mercies have been loſt upon you. O r 
Seny, Waters were become Wines, our Cleanings | 
were better than the Worlds / zntage : Gud 

deelt with us as Sons. But now, it he draws 

in his hand, and make his Garden as a deſolate 

Wuaderneſs for this fin, who can ſay unto 

God, hat doſt thou ? Mult notall of us put 

Oar mouths in the duſt > Did not we fit un- 
der our own Vines? Had we not Our ſolemn 
Aſſemblies ? Did not we gee 3n troops to the 
bouſe of the Lord? Was not Holineſs 1n cre- 
dit > Didnot the mix'd multicude joyn wich 
us, anddefired to be numbred among#it us, | 
becauſe Grd wat withus? Did not fear come Þ 
#pon all the People ? And had not the Churches | 
reſt? Did we fear the ſhaking of the Spear ? | 
Might we not have been as holy as we pleaſed? * 
Had not we as much liberty as we delired? | 
But O then how unthankfull were we ? How | 
troubled were we, that every Mordeca; did | 
no. bow ; that every one would not-be of our | 
mind , and dazce after our Pzpe? God knows | 
what. a Controverke there is with the Land, | 
for the Unthankfulneſs of them that dwele | 
therein. O how glad would ye be of one of | 
the dayes of the Sox of man ; of your old Pri- | 
vileges, and Spiritual Liberties > Becauſe ye 
have not ſerved God with jay. and prasfe 4 
dayes of plenty , therefore it is but a righteaxs 
thing , that you ſerve in ſcarcity and famine of 
Bread : of the Word of the Gord, CHAP, } 
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Their neglef of Prayer, eſpecially of ſe: I 

_ eret Prayer, Ml 

6ly. E glett of Prayer is another part Profeflors 
of Ungodlineſs , too common even negleR 

among Profeſſours. Requeſt and Prayerg 

Thankſgiviris are ( ſaich one ) 


like the double motion of the Lungs, by 

which they ſuck in, and breath out the air a- 

gain, . Inithe Petitionary part of Prayer , we 

delire either che beftowing of ſome good 

thing , or the preventing or removing of 

ſome evil from our ſelves , or the inflicting 

of ſome evil oh Gods implacable Enemies : 

And in the Graculatory 'part of Prayer , we 

return the praiſe of glory , of what we have 
reteived from God, vinto God. Thought 

| theT hanksgiving part of Prayer be ſt , yet 

| the Peritionary part of Prayer is too much neg- 

| Jeted. Tris Ungodlineſs to goe about any 

{ Buſineſs, or Journey, ts fix our Abode, ro 

| uſe any Creature , Food, or Phyſick , witlt, 

{ out acking Gods leave and blefling in Prayer ? 

| Yea, it 1s a branch of :4che;ſm ; this Brat 

of irreligion is laid at the door'of Atheiſm by Pſa. 14: 
She P/almiſt, Is it not a L—_— _ I, 33 4+ 
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114 Their ungodlineſs; ; 
ſhould it not be for a Lamentation , that ſs 
many Profeſſours ſhould be guilty of ſuch Un- 
godlineſs ? 

Are there not mayy 3 that never prayed in all 

Never their live; ? Profeffours are looked upon by 

Praying. the world as Praying people ; but O! how is 

the world miſtaken in many of them ? T kowu 

Iſa. 41. haſt not called #pon me, O Jacob ! Though 

21,23, Jacob was a People ſever'd into a Church- 

State , with an aim at Gods praiſe, yet Jacob 

pray'd not : This was grievous unto God. Do 

not many P:ofeſlours clearly evidence , that 

they are prayerleſs Souls , by their diſobea:- 

ence tothe Preceptive , their zmpatience under | 

the Providential Will of God ? By their diſ- | 

ira of the All-ſufficiency and Faithfulneſs | 

Zeb of God ? She obeyed not the worce : ſhe recerved | 
Pl. mot correftion : ſhe truſted not in the Lord : ſhe | 

3+%* arewnot near to her God. By their entring in- 

Muth, ** ſo many Temptations ? Watch and Pray, 
a: * leſt you enter into Temptation. By their being | 
20. 47+ deceived, and labouring to decerve others in | 
Jer. 10. che things of God ? The Paſtonrs are become | 
2I. bruitiſh , and have not ſought the Lord, By |. 
their Back-ſl1dings , and Apoſtaſies ? And © 
Leph. them that are turned back from the Lord , and | 
boy £ : thoſe that have not ſought the Lord. ; 

het on wy Doth not this fin fpeak out high contempt of bp 

agzinſt God? That God 15 not entertained, ſo muc 

this fin, aSina thought? He w;ll xot ſeek God: God z5|. 

Pſa. 10, n0t in all h;s thoughts, That the thoughts of 

4+ God are blaſphemous ? zphat profit should wel 

Fob. 21. have, if we pray unto him? Yea, Doth not! 

15- this ſin Speak out the hearts denjal of o_ ?. 
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not beg for their lives. 


_— ungodlineſy] | rr5 
What ſaiththe Pſalmiſt 2 The Fool hath ſaid in 6 
his heart , there is no God: he calls not upon il #5 3s 
God, Tolive without Prayer, is'to be dead wg Ts 


. while al;ve ; for it is to live without God; The 


Familres that kxow not God, and that call not oz: Fer. 10, 
his Name , are the ſame. What ?- Will ye noe 23+ 

do ſo much a; Pray unto God? ;*What can you 

do leſs for God, than by this homage , to 

own him for your Maker > Or leſs for your 

own Souls, than to beg their lives of him , 

whoſe hand of Juſtice is life up againſt them ? 

T heir Souls ( and theirs only ) ſhall live, that Pſa. 6g; 
ſeek, the Lord, No MaletaQonrs dye more 32, 
«nlamented, than thoſe, that when caſt, will 

. How many alſo arc there , that have caſt off Re@rain: 
Prayer 2 How many have refrained Prayer ? ing Prays- 
And that both when chey have thoughc they ec. 

haye prayed themfelves out of affli&ion, they 
have had no more to fay to God, till under af- Job I 554 
flition again : and when chey have for ſome 

time prayed for deliverance to no purpoſe. 
T his evil is of the Lord ; why ſhould I wait any 
Longer ? This is worſe, than not to pray at all. 
Not to pray at all ; notes only the »eg/et? of 
duty; bur to calt off Prayer, a diſtaſte of duty. 

But I ſhall be more particular. LE 
_ Though Prayer be the only Key, to unlock NegleR- 
the Store-houſes and Treaſuries of all Bleſ- ing E;a- 
ſings; yet how lirtle hath chis Key been uſed ?Maeery 
I ſhall wave publick and private , and only 7" 
inſtance in ſecret Prayer , and that both ſ#d- 
des , and compoſed , and ſolemn. How few 
Profeſſouts bave made conſcience of Ejaculatory 
"MN RE 3 — 7 Prayer ? 


a6 Therr ungoalineſs. 
Prayer? How ſeldome have we darted »p 
our Souls to Heaven , upon ſudden emergent 
| ./-.. occalions, in ſome ſhort defires? As when 
we are hearing , Loyd, ſet home this Word 
[| "* - . upon my heart : When in Prayer our hearts are 
| .” melting, &c. Lord , ſuffer not my heart any 
| more to be hardened from thy fear : When 
we are abou: our worldly employments , 
| Lord , keep my heart with thy ſelf , &c. Are 
[| 'not ſome of us wholly unacquainted witlt this 
[|| kind of Prayins > Not ſuch a Dart ( ſaith 
one ) tobe found in all therr Quiver, They 
know not how , inthe midſt of cheir worldly 
bulinefles, and company , yea in the mid(t 
of their ſolemn religious duties, in hearing , 
reading ,. conferring , praying, &'c. to ſend 
their choughts to give God a viſit, though a 
ſhorc one, ina delire or two, to ſpeak ar 
leaſt one or-two heart-words unto him. Haye 
- not. moſt Profeſlours too much contenred 
clremſelyes with their ſolemzn Viſits of God , 
| buc between their ſolemn Duties have ſcarce 
"I ever converſed with God? What account 
is ſhall we be able to giye of our thoughts (the 
firſt-born of our Souls) from morning to 
evenings ?. Is not. this the higheſt improve- 
ment of them , to ſend them 1n emtaſies unto 
. Hzaven, and by them to converſe with God ? 
Do not the beſt of vs find Rrangeneſs apt to 
grow between God and our Sonls, between 
our ſet Duties ? And may we not impute that 
ſtrangeneſs to *our omiſſion of theſe more 
tranſient and occaſional talkings with God ? 
How many precious things, in Chriſtian con- 
Z : ference z 
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Their uodliveſs. 
ference , in S2rmons, in our ſolemn. joynt 
Prayers , areloſt, for want of preſent littins 
up our hearts to God, for his preſence there- 
in, and bleſſing thereupon ? How many bleſ- 
ſed motions of the Holy Spirit, ſugsefted ro 
us in our particular Callings , are quench'd , 
for want of theſe ſhor:t ſallyes of our Souls to 
Heaven, for more grace, that theſe ſparks 
may be kept alive, yea blown into a flame ? 


* Negle& of this kind of Prayer is no ſmall prog+ 


vocation : 1t grieves God : rhere is much un< 


kindneſs-in it , that God ſhould be' ſo-praci- 


ous ,- as to let his door Rand wide open ar all 
times, and that he ſhould aſſure us of wel- 
come, when eyer we come to him., and yet 
that weſhould not be ſo kind, as ro- ſtep in 


co viſit him , with a'deſire , hour after hour; 


and that , though we may thus vifit him , and 
not' negle& ( bur rather further ) any bu- 
firieſs' we have in hand , and without beins 
uncivil to any company in which we are , He 
cannot'but take this udkindly. 

How few Profeſſours have made conſcience 0 
cloſet-Prayer ? Though Chriſt takes it for 


cret , andthy Father, which ſeeth im ſecret , 
ſhall reward thee openty : Recire thy ſelf, get 
thee a place ,ſet-thy ſelf a time, wherein 


\ thou mayelt vacare Dev, be at leiſure:to make 
| it thy buſineſs to pray to God, &c. Yet how 


3 is 


Fa... 


f Negle&- 
ing cloſer 


| granted , that his Diſciples will thus pray , Prayer, 
# and hath annexed a-ſweer promiſe -to the due - | 
= performance of this duty , 7 hen thou prayeſt, 
, enter into thy Cloſet , and when thus haſt ſhnt 1444, 6 
thy door , pray to thy Father , which # in ſe- 6 


1, 


x18 


Mat. 6. 
5,6. 


Hofs. 


is this duty wholly omicred by ſome, and tao 
ro0 ſeldom performed by others ? Satan pre- 
vails with ſome ( otherwiſe honeſt Souls) to 
put off this duty tromtime to time , by tel- 
ling-them , either that chey will but play the 
hypocrites therein ; or that the time is not 
conyenient, by reaſon either of ſome bodily, 
or of ſome ſoul diftempers ; or that this and 
the other worldy bulineſs muſt of neceſſity be 
diſparch'd at ſuch a time, &s. O how little 
do ſuch love the Lord , that are afraid to talk 
x00 ſecretly, or too often in ſecrer with him ! 
Bur alas ! how many omir cloſet-Prayer als 
rogether } Some content themſelyes wich 
praying with others , either in the Church , 
ar in the Family : How can ſuch look upon 
themſelves as Saints, whatever Profeſſion 
they make > What? aSaint, and yer; never. | 
deſire any privacy between God 'and- thy | 
Soul ? a Saint , and yet find no errand to in- | 
vite thee to ſpeak with God alone 2 Sure thou | 
rather ſeekeſt ro approve thy ſelf co-men, | 
than toGad. Thou mayeſt for a time be the 
worlds Saint, but God will at laſt un-caſe 
thee , and-preſent thee before the-eyes of all 
the world for an Hypocrite. The true Loyer 
delights to viſit his Friend , whey he may find 


- himalone;; like thargood man , who, when | 


the ſet time for his cloſet-Prayer was come , 
would break from any compony he was in, 
with this handſome ſpeech, I have «a Friend 
that ſtayes for me, F arewell, Others pur off 
this duty 5 by pretending they pr ay alwayes 3 | 
every hour they are dartipg up Ejaculations 

"28, ; Op 


Their ungadlineſs; 


to Heayen, - As the pretence of every day- 
Sabbath (ſaith one ) comes juſt ro no Sah- 
bath ; ſo the continual Praying of ſome. carnal 
Profeſſours, is not Praying at all, Ejacula- 


tory Prayer ſhould not hinder , bur rather fie” * 


for , ſolemn ſet Praying. Fire muſt be kept 
upon the Altar continually, but that muſt not 
hinder the Morning and Evening Sacrifice. 
True Chriſtians cannot be ſatisfied with a birt 
and away , but they muſt haye their ſet meals. 
Others look at Cloſet- Prayer to be at the beft 
but a Free-will Offering ( as. they term it 
which they may offer, if chey. will , bur wull 
notown it a duty : 'Surely ſuch are little ſen- 
ſible of their heart-plagues, or elſe they woyld 
alone , one by one, make Prayers and Suppl 
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& 


cations, Such either have not the Spirit at all, 8. 38, 
or elſe bur little, very little of the Spirit, gr 3g. 
elſe they would be Praying apart. In all my Zech. 


obſervation , the ruines of Chriſtians have 13, 10, 


begua in their Cloſer negle&s , either by, 0- xx. 


mitting the duty totally , or by. careleſs, for- 


mal , cuſtomary management of. it, <* The 
& truth is ( faith a late neat Writer ,) this 1s 
* che firſt tep towards Apoftacy : Back-\liders 
ec-5row firit out of acquaintance with God in 
& ſecret, then delight in this duty declineth 
« by litcle and lictle , then are they leſs fre- 
« quent intheir viſits , upon which followeth 


= caſting off the daty , and yet they may ap- 


© pear great ſticklers and zealots in publick 
< Ordinances ; but if they rgcoyer not. what. 
« they haye loft in their ſecret Trade , they 


<-willere long break herealſo, 
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Ther ungoalineſs; 

No ſarer ſign of an Hypocrite , than to 
negle& ſecret Prayer , -it turns thee into a 
' Nebuchadnezzar, into an Heathen ; nay in- 
"toa Nebuchadnezzar , a Beaſt: 'T hey are be- 


Jer. T2. ome bruitiſh , and have not ſought the Lord. 


Thou pretendeſt a love to Got , didft thou 
' Jove him , thou would love to be with him , 
-yea lovers covet to be alone, where they 
" may more freely impart their mutual affe&i- 
.-Ons : perhaps in thy family, Religious wor- 
ſhip of God by Prayer is ( yet ) kept up, to 
keep up thy credit with men, that thou mayſt 
not be thought an Atheiſt , that ctheu mayſt 
'be truſted; an hundred things may keep thee, 
and hold thee to publick duties, but herein is 
the tryal of thy'uprighrneſs , what thou doft 
1n ſecret for God), and wich him : when the 
Maſters part'( the two great ones , God and 
World ) then isthe trial of thee , whoſe Ser- 
»vant thou art ;” but oh ! when the Mafter is 
alone , thenche is moſtly neglected. 
--: When alone thou art fitteſt for this duty of | 
"calling upon God ; when the -World is ſhut 
out, then thou haſt a diſcharge from the cum- 
' bers of the Earth : an Heathen ( Scipio ) will 
rell the; 7 have never better company, than 
when [ have no company ; for then can I fretly 
entertain my own thoughts , and converſe with 
all the learned that have been- in former ages, 
But thou art called to greater honour, to im - 
prove thy ſolitude , to converſe with God, 
when aloxe to have thy F ather with thee, 
' YeaGod, like-a mode lover , commu- 


II +— WHY Forge, 


when 
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he will furniſh you with company c__—_ 
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- when they are in ſecree: when David was in 


the night watches , then his Soul was filled with* 6 63: 
marrow and fatneſs, not that he wanted Gods ** - 
preſence inthe day ; for ſeven t19:5 4 day he 

praiſed God, but his day-ſacrifices : yielded 


Him not that marrow and ſweetneſs, as he 


taſted A EAR , when he was ſequeſtred 
from all company and buſineſs. O ! the hid- 


den Mannah is the ſweeteſt. The Charch C aye. 
leqneth on the breaſt of Chrift in the Wilderneſs , Hof. 2, 


and. there he Saks ro ber heart, Unhappy x 4: 
Soul! innumerable are thy lofſes, by neg. q 


| goe forth into the Fields , there will I give thee 1 ,\ 


leRing Chriſts oF my Beloved, ttt us Cam, 7, 


my loves ; That God thould ſo lovingly invite 


thee, co take a turn ortwo with him eve! 


day, in order to his opening his breaſt to thee, 
and yet be denied? . Ss | 
Again : When alone , and not with God, 
thon art lyable to Sathans fouleftt Temptatt- 
ons ,' to Arheiſm, Diſcontent, or Pride of 
heart : When the Devil finds the houſe empr] , 
3 
ſeven other worſe Spirits , if worſe may be; 
you ſhall be employed : Feara Rape ar leaſt, 


In thy Cloſet and 


-1t God be » engaged to be a /:;ttle Sanftnary 


'retirements : Sathan fre- 


'quents the bigh wayes , and that Robber rakes 
"men afjde-into 

them of their treaſure : He thought ſo-to 
' have dealt with Chriſt, and therefore takes 


a corner , and then pillageth 


him into a onntein alone : When alone your 2,1, 


dangers are greateſt, therefore ſhould your g 
cries to Heayen be moſt vehement,  * 


How 


? 


722) 


Nor early 


Their unzoadlneſs, 


- How few Profeſlours have obſerved the ; 


enough in fitteſt time for ſecret Prayer ? God would 


the Clo- 
ſer, 


Mark 
13.33. 
Mark, 
L 33. 


Pſa.5 3: 
I19, 


147+! : he preyented : God, ( yz. e&. ) his Provi- 


have us, in this ſenſe, Watch unto Prayer : 
God would haye us early to tell the world 
whoſe Servants we are , and that we dare not 
undertake any bulineſs, without firſt enga- 
Sings God with us ; that we dare not enter on 
Sathans territories , without Chriſt , 'our 
| Han Champion with us : This Peſt ſhould. be 
ent to Heaven in the beginnins of the day.; 
for no ſooner inthe morning , do we begin 
tolive, and ftirr , but we need freſh ſuccours 
and Auxiliaries from Heayen. 

* True Chriſtians count that the ſweeteſt arr 
they breath in , which is the fruit of Prayer 3 
and all things reliſh well with him , that run 
through this golden Pipe of Prayer; and 
therefore he is up early in his Cloſet , chat be 
may receive all , this way , from the Lords | 
bounty , and faithfulneſs: Fherefore no, | 
{ooner doth he open his eyes, but he opens | 
his heart to God ; and befgre he puts on a | 
rags , he muſt to Heaven.in ſecret Ejaculati- 
. ons, at leaſt ,. before he goes to his Cloſet, | 
co pour out.his Soul more plentifully before | 
God : He expecteth no goed dy» unleſs it 


.be ng with a good duty ; .and therefore my. Þ 


voice ſhalt thou bear in the murning , in the | 


morning will T direft my Prayer upto thee : Da- 


Vid prevented the dawning of the morning 3 nay 


_ dences and Fayours which he. expeRed , he 


v . 
F 
- 
*%* 


loved to. haye chem in the Channel of 
Prayer, | 'Þ 
But 


Thetr wiNg0aliRefs, 
 ' - Butalas! how do Profeflours ſhuffle with 
| God, by deferring and deferring ? And heres 
by many miſchiefs attend, | 
| The World, chat Pelt of Souls and Graces, 
is admitted, before we have got our Antidotes 
again{t che Infeion of it ; Hence deadneſs 
of heart enſues , pultitudes of worldly diftra- 
ions ; ſo that atter a few hours , the Soul 
hath no mind atall to ſpeak with God z but 
though it muſt to the Clolſer', yer there is it 
peſtered with wandring thoughts, diſcontent- 
ed thoughts , worldly chopghts ; ſo thar the 
time which ſhould be ſpent in pure Commy- 
nion with God, is taken up' in driving theſe 
Fowls ow the Sacrifices 

Belidgs,, God is an holy. God, and. jea- ' 
lous for his Name , and he efteemeth. it a re- 
fletion on him, to beſo.negle&ed , thar. he 
muſt be ſerved /a#+ of all, -and therefore with- 
holds his influences from the Soul, to con= 
demn ſuch falocy abuſes of his great Name ; 
and then no wonder if thou be ſoon overcome 
with a world of vain impertinent cagitationse 
By neglect of early going into your Cloſets , 
you credit the World too much, as if it were 
more worthy of your t;»1e and ftrength, than 
the Lord is ; Whereas you ſhonld profeſs, 
that all your hours are Gods, and therefore 
you dare net, but honor hins with the firſt Pro.) i 
Frujrs of all your increaſe ; you will thereby 2. 9s | 
ſanAife all the Harveſt, all the Vintage , by © © 
preſenting God with the green E aver. -- 

By negle& of your Mornings , you hint to | 
otter Odſcryers, 35 if you-were not, Fir | 
, to | 
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Their ungodlinefs; 


to ſeek God . and his Kingdom 4 and the righ- : 


teouſneſs thereof. 

You neglect the -fitte(t ſeaſon, ' for then 
the mercies of the night are freſheſt, ſmell 
ſweeteſt , which after a while , like Flowers, 
will loſe their ſcent with us : Whilſt the Iron 
is hot, it is our wiſdome toftrike ; His Mer- 
cies are revewed every Mormmg, ſo ſhould our 
Praiſes, | | 54 

By)entring on. buſineſs without calling on 


God, you declare \,- you need not the Lords 


aſſiſtances , and that you depend -not on him 
for every thing ,' but can make a ſhift ro live 
without him : Whereas God feeds us from 


hand to mouth , and hath not left -any ſtores 


with us ,- that we'may make our addrefsments 
to him night and day, who miiſt water 
every moment, Poor Souls, did you bur ſee 


- your dangers, by reaſon of the- three great 


Brigades of Enemies, the World, the Fleſh, 
the Devil , you would not be ſo fool-hardy , 
to venture abroad , untill you have be- 


ſeeched God, to help poor, needy, indi- : 


gent 'Creatures: Remember, You wart as 
ſoon as'you wake , and thoſe things you want, 
as none but a God can ſupply you : You 
need Divine Power to follow your Call- 
ings. | - | 
By -nepleing this ſeaſon, the Deyil, and 


-,, the World; have often made you forget, or 


omit the Duty for the day : You'have'no lei- 
ſure in the Morning, and what then ? the 
Devil fillschy hand with unexpeRed buſineſs, 
that the excuſe grows ronger ,' and more 

E” plauſible : 


4p þ FS mas 
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Their ungodlineſs, 


plauGbie ; But muſt we ſerve the Slaye , and 


1 negle& the- Lord of glory ? 


By omitting this hour , you are the unfit- 
ter.for Family- worſhip; were the Inſtrument 
tnned before, it would be the fitter to play ih 
conſort. | 

But oh ! what hazards doſt thou run, not 
only by preferring orher things and buſineſs 
before God , but by nesleCQting the firſt hour 


-of the day , when thou art not ſure of a ſe- 


cond 2 Thou purpoſeſ ſuch an hour to pray , 
but'what is thy Life ſave a apour,which may 
expire before that hour ? | 


CHAP. XIV, 


The miſcarriages of Praying Profe ſſours 


about Prayer. 


7ly. Q Here 5 not only 4ngodlineſs inp,,..., 

| _ not Praying , ( Prayerleſs Souls as v M 
| worſhipping-God no more than miſcarria- 
* Beaſts, an Oxe, or an Afle,&c,) 8, 


but zw Praying amiſs, And O! how many 
wayes do Profeſſours fail in and about. this 
Duty, both bzfore, and. :», and after ? 


Firſt , How do Profeſſours fail before their before © 


Entrance upon this Duty of Prayer ? 


&, By 


126 Thy anpodlineſs: | 
TI, By neple& of Meditation £ Few can ſay; | 
_ C Pero fin 37 of evon Have not we raſh'4 
Utarion, 4þ91 this Duty , before we have meditated of 
Pſa$.l, # God we were approaching to > What an holy 
of God, God he is, and how anworthy we are to take 
his N ame into our mouths ? What a conſuming 
fire he is, and what d+y fubble we are? | 

th; Holi, Have not we riiſh'd into Gods Preſetice, as 

neſs, the Horſe ruſheth into the bartel s | 
Omniſci: Have we confidered, that his eyes are 
cacy, piercing , as flames of fire That all things are 
Heb. 4:inaked ard open ( as it were difleRted ) before 
I3s him , with whom wt have ts do? We have not 
ſet God before our eyes © neither have we be- 

lieved, that he is as certainly an Obſerver of 

us, as weare with our ſelves. Our thoughts 

would not be fo /ow , ſo earthly, ſo diſtratted, 
did we belieyingly cqfiſider ined whoſe Pre-ſ| | 
ſence we are coming: : | 
Bands", Have we conſidered Gods Almightintſ5i 1 
tency, That He can do more for ws, than we tan ack orf 1 
think} He that cometh to God ( in Prayer | « 
3 Sam, [pould believe that God #4, that He « thij 
15.29, Strength of Iſrael , that what weare to beg offf b 
God, Pardon of Sin, Viories Ovet outf 
Luſts, &c. are Mercies beyond the Crea{ w 
tures power to reach forth to ws; butf Iy 
the Lords arms is not ſhortened , that be can{ bi 
#ot help. - "2 
Haye we meditated 0» Gods bounty ; pity. 
fs 1d tender compaſiton; { As \one more read) 
and , Ccogive, thanwetoak ; as one who gverty W 
grace, liberally , andepbraids not with our oft com 
ming? We want vaſt thoughts of the greal ## 
S20N 
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q #7 ants , what Graces we moſtly need , Whit wane, 
we 
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goodneſs and mercy ot God : we have bafe 


| beggerly thoughts of God , as if we ſhould 


rreſpaſs roo much upon him , and weary him 
by coming to oft to his door. 

H ave we muſed upon the F aithfulneſs of God? his Faiths 
Who is under engagements to relieve us , to fulneſs, 
eaſe us, <0 be found of us, when we ſeek him 
with our whole hearts. 4nd this is the coufi- 1 John 
dence that we have in him, that if we aih any 5,14. 
thing according to his will, he heareth us. 

ave we meditated of che Way, by whom of the 
we mſt come to God? How daring are Souls Way unts 
to yenture on an abſolute God? How is the wr" D 
new and conſecrated Way neglected 2 How is © ©? = 6 
Chriſt laid by , as if there were no need of a re: ſe-. 
Mediatour, of an Advocate with the F ather ? ra ; 
How ſeldome do we paſs through Gelgorha , 
to the heavenly Fernſalem ; 'and ſee, that none 
can come to the Father , but by the Son? We 
ſee nor our need of 7ncenſe aud Odours to be Revel. 


mingled with our Sacr;fices : little do we $. 3, 4: 


conlider , that the Opportunity of ſpeaking 
with God, is the price of blood, of the precions 
blood of the Son of God, 
Have we meditated of our Sins, Of thoſe tO of their 
which weare by nature and 'cuftome moſt- Sins, 
ly addifed ; and 'of thoſe with which we * 
have ſince the laſt Duty polluted our Souls ? 
From the want of Meditation hereof, arifeth 
formality in Duties, the heartis not humbled 
in Confeſſion, neither is the Soul importuniate 
with the Lord for pardon and victory. 
H ave we made conſcience to meditate upon our 


1 


of cheic 
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ceived, 
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Ther ungodlineſs, 


we are moſt defeQive in> From this negle&. 
we pray as if we did not pray , withourt zeal 5 
earneftneſs and importunity : Whereas, had 


we viewed our Wants of God , of his Grace, 


Spirit, PcoteRion , Mercy, and Preſence, 


we ſhould pray as for Life ; and thoſe ftrag- 
lins vain thoughts would hereby have been 
ſuppreſſed. When the MalefaQour is beg- 
ging his Life at the Barr , his Soul is not run- 
nins adrift after every Feather , but he minds 
his bufneſs, *tis Life, and his Life that is eni- 
dansered , and therefore he gathers up all 
poſſible arguments, that may induce the 
Judge to abate of the rigeur of Juſtice to- 
wards him. But how oft have we been on 
our knees, and have been ignorant of what 
ailes us, ſo that we might truly ſay, we knew 
not what to ask ? When you goe to your 
Markets, you conſider what you and yours 
want : but do we fo, when we goe toour 
Spiritual Markets ? | 
Have not we neglefied to meditate of the 
Mercies of God, which we have received } 
Hence we come either c#ſt9marily before 
God , or ot with that holy beldne/s , as we 
ſhould. One Mercy opens a door to another : 
TheV alley of Achor was given as a door of hope 
to-[rael: Forgetting che returns of Prayer , 
makes our hearts ake , and knees faint. We 
ſhould book the paſſages of Gods grace , how 
beremembred ng un onr low conditiovn , how he 
hath viſited us day by day;when we bavecome 


in.as the perched growed, we have found God 4. 


dew to 8, and 


d - 
- , _s 


ngt of mater have appeared | 


WG. 


brought forth her fruit. And O what wonderful 
I 1 OO ern : 
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in the wilderneſs : When we have come in be- 
fore God with our Shackles os our Feet , with 
Irons thit have entred- our Souls, God hath 
made ic a Fubilee ; he hath proclaimed the 
acctprable year, he bath let us ont of the Priſon» 
houſe ; and hath /et our feet in 4 large place 7 
Wien we haye come in before God with guilc 
on our Souls , and with fearful expettations , 
bow hath God given. us the white Fone , and 
ſent us away with his b1453ng ; 2nd with glad- 
neſs of heart ? The ne2le& of our Diaries of 
the Providences and Mercizs of God; the 
want of refl2&ting onall the X;»gs that God 
hath ſent us } makes us more like Slaves than 
Children: Do we with David cry out,' A a- Pſa. 40% | 
25, O Lord my God, are thy wonderful works, is; : | 
which thou haſt done ; and thy thoughts, which : 
are to us-ward : they cannot bt-rethoned np m 
order unto thee : if 1 would declare . andſpeak_of 
them, they are more than can be numbred. | 
H ave not we neglefted to. meditate on the of che-_ _ 
great and wonderful things, that have been rg. 
done upm the Prayers of Gods People ? We ne, 4 
ſhould have -in .everlaſting remembrance , : 
what a powerful Engine Prayer is. It-hath g,,, ,,, 
held the bands of the Almighty : Jacob and ,g 
Moſes prevailed -over God : It hath been a x, 
cy tO open and (hut the Heavens ; EliaSwas a ,, 2. 
men ſubjett to like paſsions as we are , and be F, <: 
prayed earneftly, that it might not rain, andt 17,19, 
rained not on the earth , by the Fpace of three 
years, and fix months: And he prayed agar , 
and the Heaven gave rain, and the Earth 


thinss 
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things hath God promiſed ro a Praying Peo- 
le! Call untome, and 1 will anſwer thee, 
Jer. 33- and ſhew thee great and mughty things , which 
r thou knoweſt not, T/hatſoever ye 46k mm my 
Als Name, &c. Here is more than Herod offer- 
*7+ 2?* ed, that was but half the Kingdoms; here is a 
Whatſoever. Did we appear before God 
with theſe in#ances of grace, and ag? ha 3 
freſh in our thoughts , we ſhould not ſay, 
What a wearme(s i it 2 Or that there is no pro- 
fit. in ſerving. God ; and gallop through our 
duties as we are wont, 

Nor tic- _ 2- Another negle& before Prayer, is, The 
ring up 708 ſtirring ' up. our Graces , before we ſet upon 
Grace re- the Duty, -, We too much reſt on habitual pre- 
fVed, - paration , Whereas afual is neceſſary. - He 
_ that leaps immediarely from the Shop to the - 
Throne of. Grace , and labours not to quicken 
his dull-Spul , «and to leave worldlk bulinefles 
behind him (as Abraham his Servarts, when 
'. he goeth. to ſacrifice ) no wonder if he loſe 
'-» the Duty, and provoke the Lord , rather 
than be accepted with him. The Well is ſel-. 
dome ſo full, but that you: may, nay you 
. muſt , throw in a little, to fetch up the 
.ryore. Itis thought, by the redoubling of 
Dauid's charge , that he found not his heart 
ina good frame, for the exalting of God, . and 
?Ple _ therefore cries out ſo vehemently , _ the 
£4 : Lord, O-my Soul, and all that i within me 
4 . praiſe his holy Name: Bleſs the Lord, O my 

I>** Soul, and forget not all bis benefits, | 
When 21ly. How have we failed:, when we have 
Praying; Entred upon.the Dury ? And that in [nvorar- 
, ; .O00 » 
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Their ungodlineſs, _ 4 = 7 
on, in Confeſs10ng mm Petition, and 11 T hayks« 
gromg ? _ NE 9 | 

I, In our Invocations > We call God Fa+ jnInves * 
ther-, and yet how #nlike are we unto him } cation; 
we reſemble not him we call Father : we re- 

verence not him we call Father : we rr#ſt nor . 

to him with that confidence we would, to re* 

ceive of our Fachers of the Fleſh-+ we fear, 

when we ask Bread , he will giveus a Storer .  - 
we have lower thoughts of Gods bowels, than 

of our own 2: we think our ſelves more pitiful, 

better natur'd, chan God himſelf : If I werea 

Mother, and my Child in diftreſs, I ſhould de- 
Ef. AEM - 

2, [nour Confeſsions of Sin? We are not Con- 
full, and free , and ingenuous : we fit with feſsion, * 
Rachel upon ſome 1dzls : we-do' nor declare Pfa.1 19 
or wayes unto him , but rather cover our trayſe 26. y 
ore/ſions a4 Adam, Few can clear themſelves b 
as-Job did. You will perhaps confeſs, 7+ J9b 31+ 
bave erred and ftrayed from thy wayes like loft NPR 
ſheep : We have left undone &c, but ſtill in eral. 
generals. - Dav;d was in this gravelled, Yhen bus, 
I kept flence , my bones waxed old, through my Pſa. 32« 
roar;ng all the daylong. But you deſcend not 3, 
to particulars, or it to particulars, yet the 
Reyjamin is reſerved, lotly to let Benjamin 
goe, loth to confeſs envy ,-pride , breach of 
yowes, want of loye to Saints, - loving the 
rich only , neglefting the” poor, You will 
confeſs what every man knows you are guilty 
of,» or what every man is addi&ed to ; but - 
you ſhame'not your ſelves, by inſtancing' in 
the- particular negle&s and" commiſſions, by 
Tos 246 FR 


119, 58. zntteased thy favour, Alas few pray effeftu- 


Their ungodlineſs. 
which you chiefly provoke the Lord: the 
Agags are not brought to execution , the beſt 
. of the Cattel are kept back, one edge 1s hid 
_ _ Inthe Tent, Orit youconfels moſt particu- 
larly , yet it is without hatred of the fins con- 
feſs'd : You confeſs fin, yet hugs it, bolome 
jt, plead for it, within one quarter of an 
hour : Youconfeſs {in , but without ſelf-ab- 
x KjngsBorrence : you loath it not, asthe Plague of 
8. 38,” your hearts. I abhorr my ſelf, ſaith Job: This 
Tob 42, iMmpliesa di/like , an hatred, an indignation a- 
6. oainſt, an utter al;evation from , and an op- 
poſition againſt ſin. God knows how little of 
this is mixed with the Confeſſions of moſt Pro- 

feſlours, - | | 
Petition, 3+ 1s their Petitions ? Both Marter , and 
s to the J{arner, ard End? Have not we been faulty 
artery immthe atier, Have they been alwayes for 
the beſt things ? Life, Liberty,Eftate, C&C. are 
deſired ; but Grace, ViRory over Pride, 
Paſſions, Worldlineſs, &c. lye ry. 69 for. 
We fail alſo, when we pray ſimply that we 
may not ſuffer ; for there is no foundation in 
the Pcomile for fuch a Prayer, and we thay 
not pray , ſave for what God hath pro- 

| miſed, | 

_—_ Have not we fail'd in the 2anner 2 Have 
its we alwayes pray'd with E arneſtneſs, Humili- 
. ty, Faith, Smcerny, &c. Hath the whole 
man been employed ? Few can ſay, as Da- 
Pſa. wid, But I Prayer. He was all Prayer : or all 
109. 4. of David, or in David , was herein employ- 
ed. Few can ſay, 1th my whole heart have 1 


Aliye 


1 a. } Y y_—_— - 


Thecr ungodlineſs,  *r34 
ally, The heart and ſoul is nor at work in the 
Duty. Iris the effeftnal fervent Prayer that James 
avails, We pray as if we hada mind God 5+ 16+ 
ſhould deny us. Weare too much like Chil- Quifrigh- 
dren , ſcriþling over a piece ef Paper, which © —_ 4 
when they have done, lay it alide, or break docer ne- 
it, arthink no more of it. We have notgarc. 
continged in Prayer : we haye not back'd our Coleſ. 4+, 
Prayers with Prayers , reinforced them : we 2+ 
have ſoon fainted : we have not been the 
right ſeed of Jacob p T will not tet thee goez n= 
till thou b'eſs me : we ſoon faint 4 and our Ce- | 
frerexmas 

Have not we fail'd in the Ed? May I not p,q 
ay as the Apoſtle James, 7'c ah, andreceive Fam 
not, becanſe ye ach amiſs, that you may conſunre 4. 
:t upon your Luſts, Hath not our level been 
too Jow 2 We ſhould have made Ggds Glory 
our End, and we have made Self , to quiet 
Conſcience , to obtain pardon of fin , rather 
than purity of heart and life : 7 hey aſſemble for 
Corn and Wine, You have been perhaps ear- Hof. 7. 
neſt for the pardon of your own and Ermglands 14e 
ſins, andyet ſelfiſh in all: You fear ( and 
well you may ) temporal Plagues , you are a- 
fraid that Sodoms (ins may bring down fire and 
brimſtone ; and therefore, for your own 
ſakes rather than Gods, you pray, and with 
ſome vehemency ; but your End is ſtill too. 
low. .Never do you pray aright, till you 
pray more for Chriſt (ale » than for your own : 
for his glory ; rather than for your own pre- 
ſent, future : temporal , or eternal adyan- 


J. 
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tages, Ir is one thing to ſeek our ſelyes, and 


another 


Thetr ungoalineſs, 

another thing to ſeek Godin a duty. They 

- that pretended ſo highly , begin to expotiu- 

Tſa, 58.1ate with God, F herefore have we faſted, and 

J, thouſeeſt not, and takeſt no knowledge? Mens 

2! LuſtsPray, rather clan their Graces, Pride 

_ and ſelf love endite the Petitions ; You haye 

. been ſuck/ing your lults , whillt ſeemingly de- 

- yout: You wake Proviſion for the fleſh , whilit 

about P;rimnal work , and whillt your inward 

_ manſecmsto be exerciſed. 5 

Thanks. . 4+ 7n our T hanksgroings? who is free from: 

5 a Suilt in the gratulatory part of Prayer 2 Some 

= bleſs God for Juſtification, SanKification , 

Adoption, &c. and are irangers to theſe Pri- 

vileges, yea, if catechiſed know not what 

| _ theſe mercies are, no more than Parrots know 

| what they prattle : Others if, kke the Leapers 

| they are cleanſed , yet return not to bleſs the 

| Lord : They are /arge in Petitions , but very 

| ſparing in their Praiſes. Unchankful Beggars 

| are an abomination to God and man. We 

| ' ſhould be thankful for the- leaſt mercy ; but 

...- thongh we. baye had the honour to be admit- 

| ted into the Preſence Chambers.as F avourites 
| 


( an honour not vouchſafed. to the moſt . of 
mankind ) yet we are ſullen., and ſlow.to re- 
turn Praiſes. for ſo great.a youchſafement : 
You have'not.come to dry.. breaſts, you. are 
every day. full of mercy.; but-alas..! Yom. rev- 
der not according to what you have.-recewed., 
therefore., wrath « againſt you...” Haſt thou 
had no meetings in Prayer. no enlargements, 
nodelires..to.fear the Lord, no importuni» 
 BEs 2 ng vxeftlings > why yet. it is _ , 
W_W- * ns R ; Na 
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Therr ungodlineſs, 
. that thou liveſt upon the patience and bounty 
of God :: *Tis much , rhat chou ſhould(}, have 
a beeing, and be preſerved to rhis day ; *Tis 
a wonder he ſhould feed thee, cloth thee, 


; prote& thee ; frive with thee, ſufferthee , 


who art but duſt and a/hes, to ipeak with himm : 
The laſt nishe thou mijght'it have lazn on a bed 
of fire , or by the hedge , or have. been in 


_ .thegrear deeps ; bur alas! few ſo ready to 


praiſe , as to pray. We are too much like--- 
the Vagabonds, when we have what we come - 
for , ayvay we g0e, and come no more till 
pinching neceility drives us - Yea, we too 
oft aggravate our miſeries , and oyer-look 
the benefits we enjoy, that are mix'd with our 
crofles. TT 

3ly. Howhave we , when our Prayers have Afcer the 
been ended , fail'd of our duties toward God , Dury. 
by running polt haſt from the Throne of _ 
Grace to the World, if not toour Luſts? 
Not conſidering how our hearts were in time of Not exe 
daty , whether firaitned, or enlarged ; whe- mining 
ther compoſed , or diſtrated ; whether we = che , 
had the face of God toward us, or his face yy been 
vaiied ; whether we were lively , or lifeleſs; gone, 
dead-hearted , or quickned ; ſerious, . or 
ſlight ; what Faith was ſtirring, what Repen- 
tance exerciſed Þ The Church and People of 
God obſerved their hardneſs in duty : 7/by Iſa, 63 
baſt thou hardned our hearts from thy fear 2 We ; 7. ; 
ſhould look back upon our Prayers, that we 
may be humbled: for all our vain thoughts, 
untowardneſs, diftrations, and: unbeltef in 
the duty : and we ſhould do it, ther, whilſt 
337 =  : we 


Their ungodlinefs; 
we are inthe highelt capacity to know the 
miſcarriages of tie Soul , what the aggrava- 
ting circumſtances thereof are , &c. And 
not only in order £0 Humil;arion,, bur Refor- 
mation, that for the turure we may not dare 
totouch the Mount of Gods Prefence with 
ſuch beaſtly frames. | 
"L] In caſe we were in a good frame in the Dn- 
quickly Dl uns hebons is. 
lofing Ty, Did we labour to retain the infiuences of the 
what was Ordinaxce apon our heart, ? Did not we ſet tlic 
po in the fire goge out again ?* Have not we, like ſome 
-4Y inagreat ſwear , gone into the open air too 
ſoon, and took a cold That's dangerous, 
David was more careful to maintain his freſh 
and lively frames, andrherefore he intreat- 
eth the Lord to keep the ſame 4n bis Servants 
heart for ever. ; | | 
How have we been faulty , in #0? believiy 
non Jook- 1, P ll be anſwered We dirett 
ing for gn *24f 247 rayers ſha e rea We diet 
anſwer, wr Prayer unto God , but we do mot lock up, 


| Pſa.5.3.till God look down, as David. We do not 


85. 8 hearken what God the Lord will Speak, Paul 
+ obſerved howlons the Lord was filent to his 
2 Cor. Prayer, For thi [ be/ought the Loyd thrice , 
12.8. andyetnoanſwer. Q! when ſhall we reſolve 
Hah, with Habbakkuh , to ftand upon our watch, and 

look and ſee what he will ſay to w ? The neg- 


?*I*  lecofthis hath bred'ſo thany Formalifts 5n 


our Congregarions. Afﬀter we have put 
Our Prayers into Gods hands , we never mind 
them more. We would be angry with Beg. 
2ars , if they begg'd af almes, and away pre- 
gently, as careleſs of anſwers, ' 


The 


a fl Wa As ..- 


Their uygodlineſs, 137 

- The lincerity of thy heart would be more yy. piece 
evidenced , if thou didft conlider what re- fing God 
turns thou haſt that thou mayſt bleſs God for foran- ' 
them , and improve them . for God , and iniwers. 
caſe of denials , to be of a troubled Spirit as < 
H annah was, for that her Prayer for a'Child } © 
was ſo long denied. | =. 
What mournings haſt thou for that thy Pride, Nor 
Worldlineſs, Unbelief, hardneſs of Heart, &c; mourning 
are not yet jparconed and ſubdued, Poor for deni= 
creature, thou continueſt in the road of Du-?® 
fy, but obſerveſt not whether God hears 
' thee, or not, Saxl went beyond thee : He 
obſerved , and Was troubled, that God an- I Sam. 
ſmered him not by Arim, ror yet by F rophers, * %+ Ge 
H aye not we by careleſneſs, by returomng to our 
vom its aud mires , intercepted our own Pray- 

eres | 
Have not we torn our own Petitions, and Tearing 
ſmatch'd them out of Gods hands ? Behold the heir own 
Lords hand is not ſhortned that it cannot [ave k. Opry 
zeithey 1s bis ear heavy that it cannot hear ; but I IIS... 
Jour iniguities kave ſeparated between you ard ** 
your God , and your fins have hid his face frem 
you , thar he will not hear ? | 

How ſeidome have we took Bervards ad- Nor 3oyn- 
vice in his gloſs upon, Ler ws lift up our hearts ingendea» 
with eur hards , that is ( faith he ) let us pray Yurs- 
and endeayour. We love to employ God to 0749s 
ſubdue our fins, &c. But we {it 1dle, we & Laboe 
hate taking pains; we are nor co-workers with? #5 _ 
God- I may ſay unto you , as Chriſt , 7 gee 0.5.21, 
away, and ye ſhell ſeek me, and ſhall die inExzck, 
nour fing, The Heathen ſhall know that the39. 23. * 


bouſe 
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Their ungoalineſe. 
bouſe of Iſrael went into caprovary for their jnt- 
quity: becauſe they treSþaſſed againſt me, 
there fore hid I my face from them, T hen ſhall 


47 (c, 3+ they cry unta the Lord , but he will not bear 


to 


S 


Profei- 
fours d2- 


ſpiting 
Gods 


written 


Word, - 


- the. Speaker , the words ſpoken will be of 
; weight with us. Bur alas ! how hath the Bi- 


ccd in 


them , he will even hide his face from them, 
at that time , as they have behaved them- 


| ſelves ill in their aoings. Prayer 1s a Key to 


. open Heaven to Believers ; but it may be {0 


managed, as to-open Hell to thee. 


w_ ——— i —— 


CHAP, XV, 


Their flighting the written Word of God, 


eſpecially in not reading, and meditating 
01 tt, as they ought. 


$7.0 -afeing of the written word of God us 
another piece of ungoalineſs, which Eng- 
liſh Profeſſours have been very guilty of. There 
is not a ſurer ſign of deſpihng any perſon , 
chan the ſetting light by what he ſaith unto 
us ; for according to the honour we give unto 


ble, Gods written word , been undervalued 


. by. us? | 


Evide Ns. 


.. How little have we credited Gods written 


- word? And yet it is natural for us to believe 


Their © nor: 15 J&L 4 | 
crediting Whatſoever is ſaid by one , of whoſe rrach we 


Its 


are 


wW +<x.% 9 
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Their ungodlineſs, 


are confident. Have not Scr; pture-afrmati- 
ons been doubted of by us 2 How little hath 


our knowledge of them been attended with 
building a Chriſtian life upon them. as a foun- 
dation 2 BAave we believed that Scripture 
commands come from God ,- and are moſt juſt 
and fit for him to lay upon us 2 Hath this be- 


lief brought forth obedience? Have we believ- 


ed that Seripture-threats are Gods-threats, and 
will cherefore be performed to every impeni- 
tent Sinner? And harh this be/;ef kept us from 


fin, or promoted repentance 2 Have Scrip- 


rure promiſes been believed to be Gods-pro- 
mrſes , and that therefore all the ab/o/ute ones 
ſhall certainly be performed to the Elect, and 
all che. conditional ones ,. to thoſe that per- 


form the conditions ? And hath this behef 


ſirr'd us up , and help'd us to perform the con» 
ditions ? | | 


I39 


' Ged hath magnified his Word above all his Pſal. 
Name ; but ſo have tot we, Weare apr to qog. 2; 
be afraid at the appearances of the great God Nor ho- 
in his extraordinary works in the World ; but nouring ig 
who trembleth ar the appearances of God in above 


the Scriptures? And yer God appears more 


Gods 
other 


1n.the glory of his Majeſty therein, than in all yames; 


his other works , whether of Creation, or of 


common Providence. God maketh more ac- Az. 5, 


count of his written Word than of Heaven g. 


and . Earth: he had rather loſe Heaven and 


 Earth'chan' o-s Jota or tittle of his Word. 


i 


Accouns 


But have not we accounted it no great matter *<dit a 


to ſwerve a little from the written ord of God p mall = 
\F£2 haye not we made a light matter Of leav- gwerye 


1BS from ir, 


>" 6-4 


149 Their ungodlineſs, 


ins undone what is therein required , and of © F 


doing what is therein forbidden 2 Were the 
Scriptures high in our eſteems, did we look 
upon Gods teſtimonies as wonderfull things , 
Pſal." our very Souls would be in keeping them ? 
119,129 7 hy teſtimones are woslerfull , therefore doth 
my Soul keep them. 
Accouns Have not we accounted them foo!s that have 
ring ren- preferr d the Word before whatſoever hath been 
der Con- yeay 41d dear unto them in this. World > Have 


_ not we accounted them more »:ce than wiſe , 
E n:Ce' . 6: a 3 
than wiſe, who have been ſlain for the ord, who have 
Rev. 6, loſt Name, Liberty, Livelihood, Friends, Re- 
9. Jacions, yea Life ir ſelf , and endured all Tor- 
ments and Tortures , rather than they would 
offend the written Word of God in any one 
thing , either by omiſſion, or commiſhion ? 
Accoun- G od hath wyitten to us the great things of his 


yoo... 2 Law (orword ) but have they uot bien ac- . 


wo counted a flrange thing, athing that we ſhould 
Hof. 8. have got little good , if we had obeyed them, 
22, and little hurt by difobeying them? Have not 
| we uſed the Word asa ſtranger , only for our 

own ends, to ſerve our own turns, as we have 
| had advantase thereby ? * 


horſe for our own carnal defigns > Have not 
we pretended very great Zeal for the ord , 
when all the while we have been Zealous for 
ſelf, eicher oar own opinions and perſwaſons » 
or our own honoxr and greatneſs , or our own 
lwvehhovd ? Haye not we, like boat-men , 


' looked ove way, and rowed another , cryed, the 


 Pordeof the Lord, but meant the other thing? 
TO Haye 


444 wo -w< + 


# 


' Have not we made the Word a ſtalk:np 
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Their ungodlizeſy; Ir 
Haye not even Scripture Dodtrines eb'4and 
flowed upon potitick.conliderations ? 

How ſeldome have we di/courſed with others x74 valk< 
Seripturally 2 The Scholar is upon every Oc- ing of it, 
eaſion diſcourſing of thoſe Notions , which Dent. 6. 
he prizeth ;' bur hath not our ſpeech bewrayed 7- 
our low efteems of the Word ? 

H ave not we been willingly and contentedly Willinge 
ronorant of Scripture*diſcoveries > $0 is norly igno- 
the Scholar of thoſe Notions which he affe&g*2n- vt *< 
and valueth: Have not our hearts cryed out Job. 21. 
many times unto the Bible , depart from. ms to | 
for we dejire not the knowledge of Gods wayes , 
either as tO worſhip, or manners , and that be- 
cauſe knowledge is an obl:igation., yea a prove 
cation tO duty , and a ſting 1n caſe duty be neg 
lefed ? | 7h 

. What things we prize we ſearch into; But.Nor 

how little have we ſearched the Scriptares , as ſearching 
diggers in Mines do ſearch for gold and filyer *<Scrip- 
inthe Eartli, as the Word ſignifieth ? And 3% 
this leads me to thoſe two main Evidences of} ®* 5* 
our {lichting the written Word'of God , our 37* 
not reading and not medttatiug upon it, as WE\or read. 
ought , which I ſhall a little enlarge upone - .;,, them, 

| How have'we been guilty of not reading the Dogs. 
Scriptures 4s we ought ? That every one ought/2q_ xx, 
toread thern,), -is ſo'evident , thac there is no 37,44; 
way for the Papiſts to keep men from believ- ; ;, 3.5. 
ingrhis truth, but by keeping of them from 2; 16; 
reading the Scripture. No bufineſs can diſ- T,p,o, 
charge any from [this duty , and yet how is ,65 


ſihis evidenc duty negle&ed ? Some have not D,,,_ 


boem ſo farr wrought upon , 43 from ſenſe of x7, x, 


Their ungodlineſs. 
their own ignorance and blindneſs in the * 
things that concern their Eyerlaſting welfare z 
and from conviction , that they can know 
ſuch things only by the help of the wricten 
Word of God, to take up firm reſolutions 
toundertake the fiudy of rhe Scripture ? 

Others notwithſtanding their reſolutions ne- 

_ "ver ſerupon the reading of the Bible over. 
They haye ſeen no excellency in this book: | 

_ they have ſeen more in a piece of Philoſophy, 

w -jn a rational diſcourſe of Divinity,in an inge- 

nions Hiſtory, in a polirick diſcourſe , yea 
in a Romance , or ina Play , Polititian-like 
who preferr'd an Ode in P;zdar before all 
D avias Pſalms. | | 

Ofre- _How many read the Bible :99 ſeldome 
tough. thinking it too much to read ir dayly, to ſpend 
- one hour therein every day > Have not ſome 
ſpent ſeveral hours in a day, in reading ſome 
good books of mens inditing , but not a 
quarter of an hour in reading Gods-book? | © 

I even hate mine own works ( ſaid Luther ) and 
oft times wiſh they were burnt ;' betauſe 1 fear | © 
leſt they ſhould withdraw men from reading the | 0! 
| Scriptures. 5] | 

Arighe; How much greater is the Number of thoſe, | fo 

aor reve= that have not read the Bible aright > Are notÞ #« 

rerely. a[l of us in this number 5 When have we pres|| bur 

2 Sam. pared for the reading of the-Scriptures, as bes|| At c 

7-18. comes thoſe that are gojng i unto God ( ſol 9% 

going into the SanRuary, where the Word off *ho 
| God was kept, is tearmed. )) fr © 

Tremb< | Have not we read fearieſly? When web 

ingly, Were going <0 take the. Bible into-our _ _ 


- 


At all, 


Their ungodlineſs, 43 
have we trewbled at che Word 2? leſt we ſhonld | [4.66.2 
not ſanflifie the Name of God, yea ,; leſt we ; 
ſhould rake. the Name of God in vain in our 
reading ? _ 6 | 
- Have not we read heedleſly.? Not diligent- Arren3 
ly marking the Duties commanded , the S;ng tively. 
forbidden, the Rewards promiſed, and the 
Pumſhments threatned therein.? Have not our 
thoughts. been wandering and gadding , and 
not fixed-upon what we read? When did we 
attend ro Scripture words ,. as heedfully , as --. 3 
Benhadad's Meſlengers did to. the words of | _ | g 
| Abab? fr 4Hz 2 ONOIS 

Have not we read w»believingly ? Not be- pe. 
lievins thatthe Scripture is the Word of God; Vevingly 
that whateyer we read therein 1s true and Dewr. 
good ; that the Spitic of God, the Inditer of 29. 9, 
every word in this Boox., .6id particularly 1n-&om. 
tend our good [in every Verſe; .that inthe I 5. 4. 
Scripture:Life and Death 1s ſet before us; yea, Joſh, T1. 
that Scripture:words are oxr Life ? * 5, com- 

Have not we read out of cuſfome y and notpar'd 
conſcienciauſly'y in obedience to the command with 
he of God ? : «1 'F ** Hebre 

| Have notwe read for wrong ends? Either t 2. 5. 
ſe, || £0 ſatisfie or curioſity , and not to regulate our Conſcien- 
\oth brarts and lives :.or to have watter of diſcourſe, _—_ "WP 
res Put not matter of praftiſe ; to have Scripture x... : 
hes} at Our tongues end , not atour hearts : or only © 
- fol 79 &zow , . being aſhamed to he fgnorant-'of 
1 off choſe things , which all Chriftians know ; and 

J*o be able to ſay nothing of fuch matters , 
which we cannot but haye occaſion divers 
nds "mes-in company. to talk 'of , bus #ot to do ? 
hav” / "545,55, 5-5." 5 
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144 | Their anzolllineſ?, _— 


*% 


When did we read the Scriptures with thi 


particular intention ; that they might be 4. 5 


Lamp unto our feet, and 4 Lipht unto. our 

__ 4 ? That my might thereby ve help'd c6 
IO5. order our converſation aright } When did we 
_ readtheBible with the tame attention ; re- 
Quid ef. V<rence , and reſolution , to follow every 
Seripta- rule therein ; as we think we would ( if we 


T4 SACTA 
_ niſt que- 


piſtols Orc as we think :we ſhould a Book writ imme- 
Onnipo- diately by the finger of God , as he wrote the 
.. Ten Commandementsin two Tables ? Why , 


: De; at the Bible is Gods Letcer to every one of us in 


Creatu- Particular , writren by himſelf , though me- | 


- /. diately : I have written to him the great things 
| yam ſ# of m7 Lap: To bim , IC 1s in 2 anqpules 
Greg, Pumber ,. becauſe toevery man and woman 
Hof. 8. Particularly. When did we read the Bible , 
"2. as Children read the laſt Will and Feſtamenc 
of their deceaſed Parent ? 
Have not we read the Scripture , without 
begging of God his Spirit, to help us to un- 
deritand what we read , and to praQtiſe what 
we underſtand ; at leaſt, not ſo importunate- 
ly, as we would , if we had been begging 
for our Lives, at the Barr of a Judge 2 Have 
not we ſown this ſeed among thornes, in «1 
Fer.4.3 plowed hearts, and have not ſo much as prayed 

" toGod, totake away the heart of ove , and 
00 Sive an heart of fleſh, ateachable, plyabiez 
tractable ſpirit , ready to receive every Di- 
vine impreſſion ? O ! when ſhalt we maks 
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am. 


had lived when Chriſt was npon. Earth ) re- 
ceived a Letter from him , dire&ing us whar 
dam E-©9 believeand do, that we might be ſaved? | 


colt. 


Therr ungodlineſs, 

conſcience of reading tae Ecriptures daily as 
we ought ? 7 he Emperour of Heaven ( faith 
Gregory che great ). the Lord of Angels and 
Men hath fe ent to you , that which.concerns Jour 
life", and will you ( fill ) neglett ro read ut with 
a fervent and zealous Spirit ? 


How guilty have we been in not meditating 8 Hor medi< 
the Word of God as we ought ? How little , if be 


at all , have we ewelt in our ſerious thoughts 
upon. the matters contained in the writer 
Word of God, to the end we might under- 
and how much they do concern us, and that 
our hearts may thereby be raiſed to ſome holy 
afreions and: reſolutions >? Though medita- 
tion be commanded as 4 ciuef means ſanified 


by God for the keeping of bis Word ; chough Joh. I. 


we cannot be -holj and happy without 1t alto- 8. 


gether ; though it be one of the Proficableft Pſa. x. 


duties of a Chriſtian : the Reader and Studier 2. 
ot Scripture may ſee the beauty, and ſwell the 
ſweerneſs of the flowres that grow in this Di- 
vine Garden ;. but it is the Aeditater , the 
Chriſtran-Bee , that gathers.the honey out of 
them 3 though it be che duty by which the 
Soul digeffeth truths, and draweth forth theit 
Rrensth for its nouriſhmentiand refreſhment; 
yea-the duty by which all other duties. are im- 
proved ; yetbow much is this duty negleRed 
by all ſorts of Profeſſours , becauſe though ir. 


be the del;ghtfulleſt task to the Spirit, yer it 
1s the moſt tedious ro the Fleſp z that ever 
men on earth were imployed-in. uJ 
| Have not.many been long Profeflours, and a; ,11, 

y<Lit they would tel) allthecruch , chey will 


Gy K _ ccn- 


Aright, 
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Their ungodlixeſs. 
confeſs they never ſpent one hoar together in 
mediating On the moſt weighty Scripuure- 
truths , on God , on Mans Elitate by Creati- 
on, Degeneration , Regeneration, Glorifica- 
tion,'0n Chriſt, on the Vanity of the Crea- 
Lure , On the Beauty of Holineſs, on Death, 
on Judgement, on Heaven, and Hell. © Me- 
<« ditation (ſaith Mr, Baxter in his Saznts-reſt) 
<« is confeſt to bea duty by all, bur by con- 
cc {tant neglett denyed by moſt : and ( I know 
«< not by what fatal cuflomary ſecurity it 
« comes to pals , that ) men, that are very 
« tender Conſcienced toward moſt other du- 
<« ties, yet do as eafily overſlip this, as if 
<< they knew 1t not to be a'Cuty at all they , 
<« that are preſently troubled in mind, ifthey 
« 0mit a Sermon, a Faſt, a Prayer in publick, 
<« or private , yet were never troubled thar 
<* they have omitted Meditation , ( perhaps 


£c all their life time unto this very day. } 


How few have mannaged this duty aright? 
Hath not that which we call _ JTedjtatio» been 
Study only ? Hath nor ſome 'conrroverſ;al 
point, or ſome nice ſpeculation been the mat- 
ter of our Meditation ? Hereby we evidence: 
that we have not ſo great ſpiritual hunger af- 
ter Righteouſneſs, as we ſhould : Hungry 
men ( faith one ) do not -uſe*to ftand and 
pick bones, when they have. meat enough 
to eat. Hutf.not out end in meditating been 
only the increaſing of our: knowledge , and: 
not the 3mproving of our knowledge ? Have 
not we begun this work without God? When 
we were going about to Meditate , have not. 
we'negleted Prayer for help from Heayen 

LY 
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to go through wich the work , though with- 
out God we can.neicher know, refo]ye upon,, 
nor. perform what, is 00d; for from him, yea! 
from hu own good pleaſure comes both the will 
and the deed ? Have not we died away our 
meditating ſeaſons ?, .It we bave ſequeſtred 
our ſelves from worldly bulinefſes, and. com. 
pany, for meditation at any time.,, have noc 
we idled away thac time , by ſuftering our, 
thoughcs to gad and wander up and down tg 
no.purpole, to be ſure not to fetch in conli- 
derations for the. ſtamping holy. impreflions. 
upon our hearts and.lives ? Haye noc we in. 


- meditating been withour a due ſenſe of Gods: 


preſence ? May not we cry out, ſarely the Lord Gen. 28. 


wastn ſuch ard ſuch a place where I have been 16. 
meditaring , azd { knew it not ,.3..e.,1 Confis 
dered ie not. :Hath,not the work of our.un- 
derſtandings in this buſineſs been 40 retaur , - 
and nyt. to convey. truth 1nco the, heart 2 Have: 
our underſtandings .repreſentcd..,what ſhould 


work holy affe&ignzand reſolutions aright ? 


Have chey.preſented.things good , of.a Di- 
vine, and Heavenly .nacure as, God,, Chrilt, 
Heayen, &c- in Fogir prim: and beauty ? Have 
they. preſented things. in their nary re. imply 
FS Sin, Gods wrath, Hell, at their worſt 2 

Haye no. we left oft medicating before we at= _. 
tained che end_of Medication 7: before holy, 

afigRion 


f&ions and reſolucions are wrought? Have: 
not, we 14hid out of this duty as well as ruſh'd 
2uto, it? Haye note gone. from this work, 
7 ha Out of the /»are, with: joy and {; peed}, 

we -** we ended. as well as begw# this. 
| K a work 
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Conſide- 


rations 
againſt 


WighUng FEcernal Salvation > What a fin is it then to 


written 
Word, 


Prov. 


13.13, deſtroyed : T herefore as the fire devonreth the 
Iſa. 5. ſtubblezand the flame conſumeth the chaff;ſo their 


24. 
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_ «a5 thou valueſt the high delights of-a Saint , 
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Their ungodlineſs. 
work without God? not praying to God for 
ſtrength to perform , what we bave been in- 
abled by grace to reſolve upon for God ; and 
for pardon of what hath been amiſs in the du- 
ty? O! when will Engliſh Profeſſours be 
prevailed with to make conſcience of this du- 
ty of duties ? < I once more intreat thee ( to 
< nyſe Mr. Baxters words ) as thou art a man 
ec that maketh conſcience of a revealed dury, 
<« and that dareſt not wilfully reſiſt the Spirit, 


« and the Soul-raviſhing exerciſe of Heayen- 
e« ly Contemplation, and as thou art faithful! 
©« to the peace and proſperity of thine own 
<« Soul, rhart thou ſpeedily and diligently ſec 
cc upon this great duty. 

O ! what a mighty blefling is it to have ſuch 
a book, wherein are written by God himſelf 
the great counſels of his will concerning mans 


have low, mean, yea vile and baſe thoughts of 
it? Is not ourſlighting of the Word' of the 
Lord the cauſe of all the wickedneſs in' our 
hearts and lives > Whence are all our omifſ1- 
ons and commiſſions , but becauſe we make a 
light matter of (inning againſt the Scriptures ? 
Certainly this'great provocation hath a grear 
hand in our miſeries, and threatneth "utter 
ruine to us. Pho ſo deſpiſeth the Word ſhall be 


root ſhall be rottenneſs, and thtir bloſome ſhall go 
up as duſt; becauſe they have caſt awa the Law 
of the Lord of os » 4nd deſpiſed he Word of. 
the Holy one of Trael, © CHAP; 


». 


% 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Their miſcarriages about the Promiſes. 


9ly, M /4 ch V/4 agodlineſs 1s alſe 0 evidenced Fry Profeflors 


Profeſſors miſcarriages abont the miſcarriae 
Promiſes of the Word ; the promiſes being the ges abour 
great promoters of _—_— in the word , not —_ 
only as arguments tO induce it, by ſhewing TU 


. how God will rewardit ; but likewiſe as prix- 


ciples. of godlineſs, or the chief inſfrument , 
whereby God makes Souls partakers of the 
Divine nature, | | 

I. How little do we believe the truth of the Nor be- 
Promiſes 2 How little do we believe that the lieving 
Spirit of God and glory reſts on them, that ſuffer their 
for Chrift , and his Goſpel > and that as rriby- "9s 
lations do abound for Chriſt, ſo ſhall conſolations 
by him ? or tliat we ſhall have as hundred fold 
advantage by any loſs we ſuſtain for Chriſt 
and his concernments? All that fear of may , 
all that cowardiſe, all thoſe rremwblings of heart, 
that are upon Profeſtors this day ; all that ex- 


”ity againſt the Croſs of Chriſt , which ap- - | + , 


pears on the faces , and hearts of men, are . 

clear demonſtrations how little the promiſes - 

for the bearing up under ſuffering, for the 

deliyerance out of affering , or rewarding of ; 
TK __._ ſuffer 


" a» 


Their ungodlineſs, 
ſuffering for Chriſt are delieyved : We cannot 
ſet the Promiſes again(} all Croſſes. 
Nor pri- 2. How low are our eſteems of the Promiſes 
wing. of God , of the great and'faihful God, in 
#hem Compariſon of what they arg concerning the 
| enough, Promiſes of honelt and EILINS men ? I ap- 
1 eal to thee , if a Kino ſhould: promife thee a 
chauſand paund per any. 5) \ whether | it would 
not'more rejoyce thine heart, chan the Pro- 
miſes of eternal Life , which God hath made 
_ __ unto thee, do? With how+few Profeflours 
2 Pet. r. are the Promiſes of God ex ceedty. '£ great and 
4. wy enter ? 
Nor 4 3. How Little do we admire at Gods ſtooping 
micing''i' ſo low ». 4 to oblige himſelf by promiſe to ſuch 
Gods 4rlets as we ? God Might have dealt with us 
conde- : by Way of abſolute Saveraiguty and Dommion, 
ſeention'. gY*1 
7 -pnreroi impoſing only upon us commands to do our 
$i: duty , without adjoyning any promiſe of a 
_ ,, reward:, che being our Creatour , and we his 
. -. Creatures :, It is his great deLerion: , tO 
' deal with us by way of Promiſe, which is not 
.- -.:: Only an infinuation and Genification' of \ what 
he will do , but a laying a bond or obligation . 
upon bimſelf: todo foand ſo, Herein God did 
more condeſcend unto Man, than unto the 
fallen Angel; z. they have not any one , not 
the leatt Promile of any,good , made by God 
unto them. And yet how little are we 1n ad- 
Nor blef. © miration ?, 
fing God © * 4: How little do we buf the Lord for thoſe 
for them, Ten ) that are wrapt 4p in the Promiſes ; tot 
I To.2. the F "71012; that hangs on this Tree of Life? 
25, Tow! ſs the Brone/e » that he hath promiſed us 


eVen 
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Therr ungodlineſs. I5r 

even eternal Life. A Crown 1s promiſed : He | 
ſhall receive the Crown of Life y which the Loyd Jam, T. 
hath promiſed to them that love him. A King* x 
dome 1s promiſed : Hearken , my beloved Bre- Dy: 
thren, hath not God choſen the poor of: this world, Jam. 2. 
rich im Faith , and heirs of the Kingdome, Fo 
which he hath promiſed to them that love him ? 
Yet how unthankfull 2 This doubtleſs pro- 
ceeds from our diffiiience of the reality and 
faichfulneſs of the Promiſer, and therefore 
that ſhall be another Quettion. 

5. How little do we relye upon God, to make yg, WED 
good his Promiſes ? How many think God the ing on Y. 
Promiſer as changeable as themſelves 2 Men he Pro» 

in Boats, being inconſtant motion upon the miſer, 
Waters, are apt to fancy, that the Landand . 
Trees move, | as they themſelves do: So 
many Chriſtians think , as oft as they fail in 
point of {tri duty, God will fail roo. Who 
layes all che ſireſs npon the faithfulneſs of him 
chat hath promiſed > Do not we lean partly to 
the Promiſes, and partly to our own endea- 
yours, andthe means we uſe, and ſo divide 
our dependencies betwixt the Promiſes of 
God, andour own Duties, to bring in pax- 
dons, peace, holineſs, or any ontward com- 
forts ? ; 

6. Do not we eye Promiſes , without eyeing Now eve: 
Chriſt ? Do not ah dote _ Bracelets 4 us jo Chriſt 
»egleft the Friend ? Do not ſome ſera greater in them, 
Value on the Promiſe, than on Chriſt's Per- 
fon : Though the Promiſes are only the Chry- 
ftal Streams of that Ryjver of Life , which pro- Rev.22c . 


ceederh ont of the T brone of God, and the Lamb; 1. 


K 4 .. 
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+ Nor 
hoping 
for the 
g20d of 
them, 


Therr ungodlineſs, 
yet do not we make them the Primary , and. 
not the Secoudary Otjeft of Faith 2 Wano 


look upon Promiſes only as Inſtruments , to. 


bring Chriit and the Soul rogether 2 - 

7. How little do we hope for the good laid up 
in the Promiſes? Whar fearful expeRations 
have many Profeflours, though they walk. 
cloſe with Gad, though they abit ain from that 
which is evil, chough they falfill after God to 
the urmoſt of their power , though they de- 


gn which way to walk.in all well-pleaſing , be 


ing fruitful in every good word and work; yet 
how cait down, how diſcuurzged are they ?} 
how do they pine away , and their hearcs dye 
within them ? how are they as Reeds ſhaken, 
as Ships driven and cannot caft anchor within 
the Y ail > Moſes himſelf was ſhaken, whena 
deliverance of Gods own promiſing met wirh 
oppoſition : And Moſes ſaid, Lord, where- 


E x08. 5. fore haſt thou ſo evil intreated this people ? why 
223 23« x5 ut that thou haſt ſent we ; For ſince I came to 


Pharaoh, to ſpeak in thy Name, he hath done 
evil tothis people, nenther haſt thou delivered 


thy people at all. Ir is Gods wonted courſe , 


}/NoC wyit- 


ing for 


the good 
of them, 


to brings lignal mercies under a ſentence of 
death , before we enjoy them : and yet how 
revailins is unbelief, when God deferrs , 
and the Promiſe is obſtrutted 2 How faint are 
we 2? Our hope is not [,vely, | 
8. 1Tow little do we wait, till that good , 
which is mthe Premiſes, be given out to 6? 
I may truly fay to many., yea- to moſt, Ye 


H;h.10. have need of Patience , that after ye have done 
| the will of God, ye may receive the Promiſe. 
I ..>+ ule; 
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Their ungodlineſs, 


-Sure , 7 beV ifion ts for an appointed time, and 
” God would have usto wait , though it tarry ; 


becauſe it will not tarry , beyond the time ap- 
pointed by the wiſe and faichful God : But, 
though God never fail of hz own time , yer 
he ſeldome comes at ovrs, and then we run 
into unbelief, if not impatiency of ſpirit, 
How oft-do we «A ntedate the Promiſe , and 
ſet it a time before Gods time ? Parrence hath 
not its perfeft work , ſo thatif God ſave us out 
of our miſeries, we ſhall nor be able to ſay as 


153 
H ab. 24 


Jam. . 


the Church, Loe, this is our God, we Fave Tſa,n5; 
waited for him, and he will ſave us: This 55 9. 


the Lord , wehave waited for him , we will be 
glad and rejoyce mm his ſalvation, This b- 
miting the holy One of Iſrael, either as to 
means , ( when wetye up the Lord to work 
by wayes and cauſes of our own ) or to dayes 
and hours of our own bold and impudent pre- 
ſcription , isno ſmall provocation. How oft 


did they prevoke him in the Wilderneſs : and Pſa. 78; 
grieve him inthe Deſert ? Yea, they turned 49 47 


back , and tempted God , and limited the holy 
One of Iſrael. Some will wait a month or 
two for the Promiſe of Pardon, that they 
may have peace in their Conſciences, and for 
Promiſes of outwards ; Eut when they ſee 


nothing comes of their waiting , then there z5 , Kinos 


0 hope , why ſhould I wait cn the Lord a» 
fonger ? That Wretch waited a [;ttle, but not 
long enough. Weallow trme to the Phyſician 
to cure vs, we yield, that he knows the fit- 


16.33: 


reſt time to apply cordialls ; bnt we yield not ' 


ſo much to God : We would have the ſmart- 
. ing 


Tſa. 35- 


Their unzodlineſs. 3 


_- 


ins Plaiſter pulled off , betore the Wound be 


healed ; whereas it is beſt for us , to have it WW 
kept on. David's foot was almoi Nlipt, when 


he ſaw the Promiſe of the Kingdom deferred, ' 
he makes a bad inference from the delay , One 
day 1 ſhall fall by the hand of Saul. We do not 
ſtay onr ſelves on the Promiſes , till che thing 
promiſed be given into our boſomes. David 
waited patiently ; but ſo do not we : Our 
hearts are not at reſt, but we ſtagger like 
Draunkards, we reel this way , and that way, 
but are not eſtabliſhed and ferled : 7» this we 
are not confideat , that God who.hath promiſed, 
cannot lye, and therefore will perform. the 
word, that is 6one forth from an unfeigned 
lip : We are too haſty in our deſires, 
whereas God knows the fittelt ſeaſon for the 
Promiſe to brins forth : We ſhall have it, 
when the time 1s come; but we haſten the 
birth , and ſpoyl che conception. The Pro- 
phet of old complains of: ſome , that they 
were of an haFﬀty heart : whereas, ITe that 
believeth, maketh not haſt. God deferrs, tq 
prtan edge on our deſires, a value on what is 
promiſed, and to exerciſe our Faith. The 
Word , that is gone forth out of the mouth of 
the God of cruth,, ſhould quiet ; bur it doth 
not. 7 the Lord will haſten it in us time, 
The Lord will, ariſe, and have mercy upon 
Zion , when the t1me to favour her , yea, when 
the ſet time is come. And is not Gods time 
che bet? 


Abuſing . . 9. How have many abuſed, rather than ap- 
Promiſes, plyed Promiſes? How many dogs take the 


Children's |. 


. 
4 eva et - 
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Children's bread > How many Hypocrites taſt 


W of che forbidden fruit ? Lay hold on that which 


doth not belong unto. them. > When they 


read thoſe ſweet delicious promiſes of the 
pardon of Sin , of the love of God , of the 
treeneſs of grace, of the glory to come, they 
count them as tbeirs, whereas they are buc 
H ſurpers , they ſer their mark on anthers 
goods : they are thieves and robbers ; for they 
are ſtrangers ts the Promiſes, How many a- 
bule the mercy of God in the Promiſes, fo 
that even the-Promuſes become an occaſion of 
ſtumbling, whilit chey continue in fin, in 
hopes of pardons through che Promiſes? We 
are not led bythe ſweetneſs of the Promiſe to 
Repentance;; but rather harden our hearts, 
preſuming of pardons on courſe from the God 
of grace : Gluttons ſurfer ſooneſt upon the 
greateſt dainties : thus many venture tO con- 
tinue TO ſn that grace may abound; hence Re- 
pentance is put off ; becanſe men hope God 
will abundantly pardon , when ever the wick- 
ed forſakes his way, and the unrigkteous man his 
thoughts, The Promiſes are not made a 
Sanituary unto which men fly from ſj , but 
as a Sanctuary to prote&@xrhem in their (infull 
courſes, God is merciful, ſlow to wrath, he 
will ab#zdantly pardon, &c. therefore &c,Do 
not we overlook all the threat»mngs and ter - 
rible denunciations of God' againſt our ſing, 
and wholly pitch on the comforcable Promiſes 
of the Goſpel? Do not weeye Promilſes,and 
yet hate Commands ? Do not we mind-Tem- 
poral Promiſes, wich the negle& of C_ 
| -D p 


9, IO. 


Jer. 18, what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak, concerning a Nation, 


Their ungodlineſs, 
and therein diſparage God, by 1etcing a deep- 
er value on Earth than on Heaven , on our 
back and bellies, than on God 2 Do not we 
eye the Promiſes that ſpeak of mercy , but 
paſs over thoſe that lead to duty ? View with 
pleaſure pardoning Promiſes, but negle&t 
the Promiſes of ſprinkling us with clean wa- 
ter , and that Sin ſhall not have Dominion 
over us? We like it, that God will be. our 
God; but we love not to be Gods people, un- 
der his command, and at his diſpole, How 
do we eye the abſolute Promiſes , but _— 
the conditional > We take hold of Promiſes of I} t 
deliverance, when under any miſery ; but we Þ-r 
forger the condition : If my people ſhall hum- | 
ble themſetues, and pray, and ſeek my face, and 
tury from their evil wayes, &c. little 1s that 
minded by us, which the Prophet ſpeaks , 4s 


and concerning a Kingdome to build and to plant 
it , if it do evil m my ſight, that it obey no 
my voyce , then I will repent of the good where- 
with I ſaid I would benefit them. We love, 
we like, Promiſed mercies, and every one 1s 
looked upon as an unbelieving Thomas , that 
doubts of the . mercy , but we overlook the 
preparatory duties of Faſting, Praying , Re- 
penting and Reforming our hearts and wayes, 
&'c. Hence men-dote almoſt on the Promiſes 
of grace; but ſecretly hate the Promiſes to 
grace ; becauſe they find no gracious qualifi- 
cations in themſelves: they love to hear of 
Gods readineſs to pardon ; but they are loth 
ro hear that they muſt come to Chriſt for Re- 
pentance and then for Remſſion ; they wu the 
ain 


FF laboar. 
T our ſeeking rogether. 


Therr ungodlineſs; 

ain have the penny , but they cannot endure 
God hath linked his Promiſes and 
Thus ſaith the Lord 
God , 1 mill yet for this be enquired of by the 


| houſe of Iſrael, to do it for them: But how 


many of us do either altogether negle& , or 
ſlothfully go about co pertorm the condition 
of the Promiſe ? Are not ſome of us altoge*® 


{ ther (transers to faith , the condition of the 


57. 


Ezek. 
36. 37. 


whole covenant of grace ? know not what an 


hearr purifying faith means ? We never gave 
our ſelves unto the Lord , yet run away with 


the Promiſes of forgiveneſs : though igno-. 
rant of the Mediatour berwixt God and fin- 


full creatures, though full of pride and high 
conceits of our own Righteouſneſs , though 
we live in an opendiſefteem of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, thongh we cannot but find an 


incompliance of heart with ſibjeion to 
Chriſt, yet we boatt 4braham is our Father, 
the bleſcing of Abraham us 'come upon 1 , the 
Promiſes are ours. 


How do the Promiſes of 


God make ſome flothfull in the ufe of ap-' 


pointed means ? How formal in duties are 


we? May it not be ſaid of us, as of the I- Df Kg 


mage , there is ſomemhat wanting within? gl 
Are not we jilly doves withoiit heart? Are not jyjus. 


we only bolftred up with the Promiſes? O ! 
theſe pillows under our heads make us //@m- 


iqud | 


bring V irgins : All is well, God is merciful, 


&c. but we do nor ſweat and get our living 


by labour , we ſtrive not to” enter 2» at. the : 
fra, ght fates &c. We lock for the bleſſed hope, 
3 


ut we lzve not ſoberly. 


: Thnow (ſaith God) . 
the thonghts that 1 think towards you y thoughts 
0 


RE, non 
7 of peace , but not of an evil , to prue you an ex-) 
er,29, 1 0 nt 
IE a pefted end, but be ſure, that ye call upon me ,.. 
'* and goe and pray unto me , avd I will hearken 
unto you. TE : LY 
IO. How nice and curions are ſome 1 apply-, 


Nicely 


applyin ing of Promiles TX aey forſoorh take no plea- 
+ 50th G ſure in any Promiſes, but ſuch as they think 


no hand touched before their own : They 


neglect the plain, clear, Open , rich Pro-. 

miles of the Goſpel; and if any be more ab- I , 

{ruſe , and hard to be found out , by an or-,f , 

dinary eye, they. are greedily - ſuck'd in: , 

They are only or mainly for myſtical -Promi-,Þ 

ſes. Such think they are delighted wita the f , 
g00dneſs of the Promiſe , whereas they are 

only pleaſed with the newneſs of it, or with f _ 
their own inventierr, and that they can ſee 

farther into a Mill-Rone than another. I 4 

have known ſome of theſe, and 1 have ſeen, ky 

what is become of them : their pride and af. - 

feRation hath led them alſo from the plain be 

paths of holineſs. . | 9 wi 

 _- IT. How many will not cloſe with a Promiſe 

Worape ( ſuch is their folly,) ::1/ the thing promiſed be] (q 

PYins . i (0#24,vithin them ? Becauſe their hearts are {off 6 

they —CUrupr, theretore they will not apply theſ.. 
have Promiſes of ſubduing iniquity, , and, of puri; 


whar they fyings the heart ; whereas there is. no way 


ſhould ge their corrupr hearts cleanſed , bur by lay: 
» 4 for, [rig hold on ſuch Promiſes ; and .the long 


they keep off the Promiſe , the worſe ic will 
be wich chem :. There is no other . way , batf;. 
by this 4rh , to elcape drowning ; and this,.-, 
longer chey wander, in this ?ilderveſs , thel 

| | more 


CY 


rc 


ay, 
ll 
bak 
cis 
the 
ore 


Their-ungodlineſs, 
more hard it will be at lait to enter into Cara: 
an : the longer they keep off from the pro- 
miſe, the more corrupt will their hearts grow, 
and the more corrupt they grow, the work 
of the heart-purifying-faich will be the more 


difhicult. 


12. How many of us eye Providences moye xycing 
than Promiſes ? and make the Providences , Provi- 
ra:her than the Promiſes of God : the Grognd'dences 


of their Fauh? One ſaith well, <© The Star- P9'< than 


« light of one {ingle Promiſe , is of more uſe Promiſcs, 


« ro Chriftians, than a Conſtellation of many 
 Providences, both to aſlure chem in cheir 
« wayes, and! ty fuppbrt thed under any 
© djificvlties. | 

13. Do not we pretend to eye the Promiſes, uſing in- 
and yet uſe indirect m:ans to bring our devices to rec 
paſs ? We have pretended to live the Life of cencim "= 
Faith 5 bur Go i knows what ſhifrs mgn have-S1e © : 
had, and wicked ( art leaſt queſoabi ) promiſcd> 
courſes men have taken ; how much evil hath * 
been done , that $00d may come, _ Have not. 
we, to help Gods Promiſes to.bring forth ,. 


| turned out of Gods way, rene Dignines y 


offered Violence. to known Laws , wronged - 


| Conſcience , forgot all Obligations upon us ,, 
4 regarded nothing that ſtood .in our way of Not lock- 


compalſing our deſignes? $08 bac 
14, How little do we exmaine the: Fruits of 4.) 1 
Gods Promiſes in our own Souls 2 The exceeding ends.in 


Jercar and precious Promiſes are given, that. our Souls. 


we might be partakers of the Divine nature.,2 Pet. 1. 


having eſcaped the corruption that is in the4. 


a ——_—_— —_— Gp—_ 


world through luſt : that we might purifie our 1 Fo. 3. 


—— 
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2 Cor. 


T7, 


Abuſe of 
Provis 


dence, 


fetttn 'g halineſ. 542 the fear of God. 


Profeſsors © oly. 


Thecr ungodlipeſs, 


ſelves, even as God is pure : Bur do we look Wi 
for theſe ends to be attained by the Pcomiſes WF 


in our Souls? Do we look not only for a 
Change from Looſeneſs to Civility , but « 
through Santtification in Body, Mind, and 


Spirit? Alas ! which of us can ſay » Having, 


theſe Promiſes , we do cleanſe our ſelves from 
all filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit , and areper- 


2 
© ————L_ 


CHAP, XVIL 


Their Abuſe of Providence. 


A* of Providence is another branch 
Þ of Lngodlineſs , too much ſpreading 
among Profeſſours. Godis to be honoured , 
not only as the chiefeſt Good , and as the ſ#- 
pream T ruth and Authority ; but as the firſt 
Canſe , that giveth Beeing to all things, and 
therefore ordereth and diſpoſerh of all things 


as he pleaſeth, having abſoluce Domrnion 
over all events: But O ! how is God diſ- 


honoured , by abuling his Providence > The 


blind World are net only guilty, who do not. 


acknowledge God at the other end of Cauſes, 


as ſwaying all things. by his Wiſdome and. 


Power , but ſerup an Idol, called Chance; 


but.eyen Profefſours, eminent Pcofeſſours, are, 
 hereinyery guilty. Fd 1 RON 


Their ungodlineſs, 


1. How ſeldom do we ebſerve Gods Prous- Evidens 
dence ? Tie Finger of God: is inall the Crea- aq in 
tures ; not only Fe , but all Creatures live , rheir non= 
move, and have. their beeirg, from God, and obſerving 


zu God: The whole courſe of Nature moves ,'*: 
as it is turned by the hand of. God, and di- 
rected by his counſel: It is not with the 
work of God , as with the Artificers Clock , | 
which, pntintoa frame, and hang'd with 
weights, will goe , though the Artificer 
be off from ir; but though God ſet all 
the Creatures 1n frame , yet the motion: of 
every wheel depends on God. There 1s not 
a drop of rain falls , ri! God utter his woice , 
and cauſe the vapours to aſcend from the ends of 
the earth :. Yer how.is God not minded ? We 
ſee not his footſteps : We may ſay in this, He 
paſſeth .this way, aud that., and we ſee him 
ot, Oureyes are held to ſecondary Cauſes : 
We look when the Wind , or Moon, will 
change; but we are ſo ſhort-fighted, that we 
reach not God, How ſeldome do we conſ- 
der ,. that though Gods Providence doth de- 
liver up his choiceſt Friends, into the hands of 
his and their Enemies, yet doth it, not deliver 
them up unto their w;1/: they cannot do what 
they pleaſe, bur only what pleaſeth God :- 
Such of Gods own are (till engraver on the 
palmes of his hands , though turned over into 
the hands of the Ungodly : they are Gods Fa- 
yourites {till , though the wicked ſay , Per{c- 
cate them , aud taks them? ,. for God hath farſa- 
ken thew. How little do we mind , that owr 
1100s are in Gods bands; and that as Satar is,in 
a Chain, o are his Ingraments ; We fear 

EE _-» cr, 


—_— Their ungodlineſs. : 
Men more than God. ©! when ſhall we * 


hear that Word of G3d , Say not a confederaty 
Tſa. 8. to all them to whom this people ſhall ſay a confe- 


12, 13, deracy ; neither fear ye their fear , nor be @- 


I4. fraid : Sanllifie the Lord of Hoſts himſelf, and 
let him be your fear , and let him be your dread : 
And he (hall be for a Santtuary, &C. 
Not being 2+ How little are we affetted with the cont;- 
afteted mnual courſe of Providence, though it guards ahd 
there- hþeeps ms every moment ? The Stars in their 
with, courſes would fight againſt us : the Sea would 
ſivallow ns up , and break in as a devourer : 
the Beaſts of the Field would arm avgainfſt us ; 
if God did not check them, and bound them : 
yea, one man would eat up another, were it 
not for the Lord, who ſets bounds to the 
rave of all the Creatures, It is the eye of Þ 
jealouſie that is ill wakeful for us : it is the | 
Lord , that puts the hook into the noſe, and | 
the bridle in the lips , of the Senacheribs of F 
the World.; and yet how little are our hearts | 
affeted ? how little are they comforted, and F 
born up ? how little do they cleaye unto the þ 
Lord 2 | ; 
ls: Oe the contrary : How diſtruſtful are we 
Airuſting - Of Gods Providence , ina time of ſeen dan-ſ 
ir, ers, though we are wonderfully delivered 
from invigble ones every day? Who can 
number the 4. vr of Devils? ſo many deli- 
verances haſt thou by Gods Providence every 
moment ; and yet how diffident and doubtful 
are we, upon all new imminent outward dan- 
gers ? How little do we believe , that God 
will bring in good tous, by ſuch ProyidencesR 
| 4 


Their ungodlineſs, 
as are ungrateful to Senſe, co .Fleſh and 
Blood ? Though nothing is more uſual , than 
for God to take away fome comforts , and lay 
in better comforts : ro take away an Abzl , 
and make itup in Seth: ro deprive Noah of 
the comforts of the whole World for a while , 
and then to waſh it from its filchineſs , and to 
dehver him the poſſeſſion of it, with mani- 
felt proofs of his ſingalar diſtinguiſhing care 
of him and his Family , whillt all che reſt of 
the Creatures periſhed in the waters :* to de- 
prive ary and Martha of their Brother La- 
zar us » and to rturn him from the dead unto 
them with great advantage : co deprive fob 


. of his Children and Eftate , to make his laſt - 


dayes better than his firſt , and to give him 


I63 


twice as much as hs had before ; for ſeven thou- Jeb 1.3: 


{ef Sheep , he had fourteen thouſand ; before ©2724 
) 


e had three thouſard Camels , afterwards fx 


thouſand; before five hundred Aﬀes, then one gn 


thouſand ; yer how little can we truſt Provi- 
dence in ſuch cafes? How hardly were the 
Diſciples perſwaded, that the abſence of their 
Lord and Maſter, Jeſs Chrift, ſhould be 
ſupplyed in the Spirit ? And yer ſaich Chriſt , 


Nevertheleſs I tell you the truth, it is expedient f4, 16, 


for you that t goe away : for if [ oe not away , -, 


the Comforter will not come untoyou ; but if 1 
depart., TI will ſend him to you. * Chriſt in his 
Spirit, dwelling in our hearts, 1s betrer than 
Chriftin Fleſh, dwelling in our heuſes, When 
the unclean Spirit departs from a man , and re- 


turns again, be brings ſeven Spt 


— 


/ 
2 
/ 


4 
/ 


rits Worſe thas Hat. 


himſelf , and the latter evd of that man is worſe © 2+ 43- 


"thay 


Their ungodlineſs. 
than his begining; out when Chriſt withdrew 
from Earth to Heaven , he brings ſeven con- 
ſolacions berter than ar firſt , in the powring 

forth of the Comforter ,:and the end of ſuch 
(in whom the Spirit ſupplies the want of 
Chriſts bodily preſence ) is better than the 
beginning. hy cryeſt thou for thine af flitt;- 
on ? thy ſorrow is incurable for the multitude of 


Jer. 30. thine iniquity, &C. Therefore all they that de- 
I5,16, wour thee, ſhall be devoured , &C. for 1 will re- 


17> 


l 
- 


ſtore health unto thee , and I will heal thee of thy 


wounds, ſanth the Lord , becauſe they called 


thee an outcaſt, &c. Nothing more uſual with 
God than to make the loſs of one comfort , 


the means of enjoyins another with adyan-' 


tage, yea with the advantage of the hundred 
fold : Butalas ! moſt fear they ſhall be loſers 
by Chriſt and for Chriſt. God doth as Mar- 
riners, row one way, and look another : he 
brings moſt of his great ends abour by look- 
ing quice aſide from what he hath a ſpecial in- 
tent to brins to paſs : the Lord ſeldome pro- 
ceeds ina dire way to his ends , z. &. In a 
right way to our apprehenſions , in ſuch a | 
way as we would have him go in; bur he | 
leads us about, as he did /ſrae/, and yer that | 
was the right way indeed : though the means 
ſeem to oppoſe the end ; yet he works to the 
praiſe of his Name : hecan write righe by a 
crooked pen, and bring honey out of the Car- 
has of the Liox : make uſe of ftrange inſiru- 
ments, break dow: Jerichos walls by the ſonnds 
ef Ramshorns : But O ! how little do we truſt 
rovidence when the means are not probable 

- Ris nr to 
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Their ungodlineſs; 
to effe&t. our expected evd 2 Who believes 
there ſhall be light in the Evening ? And that 
Sarah ſhall have a poſterity as the Stars im the 
Firmament for multitude,and as the ſand on the 
Sea ſhore , which ;s innumerable , when ſhe * 
was old , had been barren fo long , and her 
Lord old alſo > Who will rhink that the Sur 
and the Stars ſhall bow to Joſeph, when he 
"Hes in the Pit, or is in the: Dungeon of the 
Heathen Kins 2 How ſlow ro believe were the 
Diſciples, when Chrift is dead and buried; L OE 
and lies three dayes in the Grave ? Ye thought WR: 24 


"this ſhould have been he that ſhould have del;- * 25+ 


vered Iſrael. How little doth the Porm Ja- 
cob ( Jacob when reduced as low 'as the earth, 
when creeping into holes for ſecurity , when 
as eontepsptible as a worm, that no man ſcru- 
ples to tread upon, when ſo eaſily to be deftroy- 
ed, asaworm ) belieye, that yet the Worm pr, 
Jacob [hall threſh the monntains and fan them, 
ani the wind ſhall carry them away ? Alas:! _ 
how unſeemly is the behaviour of many, if ** 
Providence thwarts them in_ taking away a 
Child, an Husband, an Eſtate, how diſconra- 
ged and caſt dov;nare we, as if God in his 
Providence had pulled down that , which he 
could never build again , or rooted vp that. 
which he could never plant again. O.! how 
few believe that if God pull down their brick- 


4t. 
5, 16. 


honſes , that he will build them again of 


hewn-ftones , and that if he conſume their Fir- 


trees, he will bald again with Cedars? Do 


not many afflied Chriſtians think it impoſſi- 
ble for their ſorrow to be turned into Joy © 
be: + as Whence 
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Their ungodlineſs, 


Hence de- Whience is 2ll our dejeRedneſs under Crafk- 


Providences , . bur from our nor telievins 


that all things are diſpoſed by che wiſe and 


"'S 


gracious Providence of God? We believe 


Providen- D:: 


not enouzh that the Eyes of our loving Father 
run to 41d fro throughout the Earth, to ſhew 
bimſelf 1 arvellogs for our help in a time of 
need and danger, David was thus overta- 
ken, till he ſchool'd, himſelf into a better 
frame , with 7/by art thou caf# down, O my 
Soul, and why art thou diſquieted in mer? Hope 
thou in God, for I ſhall yet prai,e bim for the 
help of his countenance. Few can ſay , God is 
our refuge and ſtrength : avery preſent help 1n 
trouble. Therefore will we not fear , though the 


Earth be removed: and though the Mountaing 
be carried into the midſt of the Sea, Few be- 


% 4% 


reat rength.to bear.it., and if he gives ;but 
Ficcle ftreng:h , he will ſurely. propertion.qhe 
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Therr ungodlineſs. 267. 

attributed to mans blindneſs and injudiciouys 

view of things , they ſee not the wicked to 

be Gods Sword to ler out their corruption: 
they do not believe that God intends ay 
ſue gracious defhgns by ſ.ch inftruments. 
Joſeph was ealily conquered and perſwaded to 
forgive the unkindne!s , yea the cruelty of his 
Brechren in makins Merchandize of him to 
the Ichmalites , he could ſay, It was mot you 
that ſent me hither, bt God, &Cc. As for you, ye. 
thought evil againſt me , but God meant it un> 
to good , to bring topaſs 4s jt is this day , to 


Gen. 45. 
8. 50. 


20, 


| [ ave mich people alzve. He in{inuates tO them, 


that they had no cauſe to fear his revenging | 
himſelf on them ; for chat. he could ealily + 
pardon that offence of theirs, . out of whic 

God hath drawn fo much good to his people , 

and iſo much glory to his own. Name. How 
Glentwould we be, yea how full of praiſes, if 

by aneye of faith we did ſee the end of God 

in all his Providences, that chey lead to holy- 

neſs : Before © was affiited 1 went aſtray ; but Pſa. 

ow 1 keep thy Word : 1 know O Lord, that thy 119,67, * 
judgements are. right , aud that thou baſt af- 75, 
fluted me un faithfulneſs. He for our Profit , Hebr. 
that we might. be, partakers of his holineſſe. 12, 10; 
Can we fame at the Phyſician for preſcribing, 

2 dyet, or bitter pills and potions, if he pro- 

vides theſe for the purging away diſeaſes , 

that. threaten our ruine? Shall we fly in the 

face of him that binds us, in order to the Sa- 

ving us? and. yet what ogg, have we, 

whilt in the hands of the Phylician ? The Prov; 


| folly of a mas perverteth bis wayes , and bis 19,3. 


L 4 ; heart 


168 Their ungodltneſs, 
heart fretteth againſt the Lord, How ſhould 

we honour God; if we d1d believe, that i 

his hand our breath is ? 

And care 'How carefull are we to pleaſe them that 
leſneſs to have power over eur lives , and to whom 
pleaſe. weare beholding for every breath we breach? 


Do - O! ſtudy how much you labour to comply 
23. '*-- with men, and how lictle with the Lord, atid 


you will find your diftrutt of Providence , 
_ that you'do not believe, that 'God fitteth upon 

the flouds. [5.4 ON" ON. 
Juſtifying © 2, How oft have we made Providence an ay= 
; ir go to juſti fie our aflions and ſtates? That , 
Kates by PEcauſe God doth not puniſh vs, bur tolerare 
Proyi= ns; thereforehe loves vs, and approves of 
dence, ourway? Whereas the Scriptures and Ex- 
| peErience ſhew , that here 7 a jufF mar that 
prrifheth in-his'righteonſneſs\, and there 15 a 

wicked mn that prolongs bis life in wic ketneſs : 

The Lord ſometimes puts his TToggs into the 

_ fatteſfpaſtures,-in order +6'the' Slaughter ; 

yea', ſometimes his not puniſhing, is the 

SY, | es puniſhment. * 7 wil ot panich your 
Hoſ. 4. Di ghters for their Whoredowes : God lets 
I++ _ * Adulterers and Adulterefſes'r6-proſper and 
thrive. ' Hjerome obſeryes:; that God deals 
with ns, as Parents with Childrer, whillt 
'9.;1; here isany hope of reclaiming them-, they 
are corrected ; ' but otherwiſe they are let a- 
lone, to do as tliey lift : Or as Phyſicsans con- 
tinte their applications , whilſt there is any 
hope of the Patiers life ; otherwiſe they let 


ad quo- 
71m Pec- 
cata con- 
»ivet 


Deus, themalone. How do ſome'bleſs theimſelyes, 


Luth, Chatthey never taſted and- prayed as others , 


TT a" 


'  Thiiv #ngodlineſs; 
| and yet they ride on horſeback, whilſt others 
foot it out : Bat what ſaith Hierome to theſe ? 


T Quando videris , &c, © When thou ſeeft a 


« ſinner flow with wealth , and braving of 
ec his power : 'when thou ſeeſt him very 
c healthful , and to have a company of braye 
ec Chileren bravely arrayed ; then ſay, the 
« threatning of God, by the Prophet Hoſeab, 
© is fulfilled upon that man, ' Dives had bis 
| good things here, and Lazarus evil : Dives fa- 
red deliciouſly every day, his mifery 1s reſer- 
ved to hereafter , as Lazar his comforts are 


169 


reſerved till death. Afark the perfett man , Pſal. 37- 


and behold the upright , for the end of that man 
35 peace. i.e: @ confluence - of all ' govd. 
What ſaid one of the late: E»g/zſh Biſhops ? 
« It js the common lot of the-rrue Children 
* of God , becauſe they have- many out-fly. 
© ings, wherewith their-holy Father is not 
« well pleaſed z' to come inder' the ſcourge 
«« oftner than the Baſtards do. - If they 40-a- 
*miſs, they muſt ſmart for it either here' or 
& hereafrer : now God meanetlithem ' vo con- 
*« 2emmation heteafter , and therefore he giv- 


<eth them moore chaſt»ing here. It isacon- x Cop; 


iderable paſſage 'of a very learned man, inx x, 


weakning the late poſition'of ſome , that 


God had ny to their canſe, bythe © 


many V iftories which he had given them , fanth 
he , © This concluding of yours will by the 
ec ſame reaſon \ infer that Chriffsanty is not g 
© and that Mabiowetiſme 3s the true Religion ; 
* becauſe when the 7 zrks aſſerted one, and 
&the Greek: Church the other , and thar dif- 
| ference 


3% 


Therr ungedlineſs. 


<« ſubdued by them , and ſo remains to this 

* hour in that un-returned Captivity. Doe 

1-/.9. n0t all things came alike to all ? And yet good 
ac men, ce of the beſt that ever La 5 
have been ſtumbled at theſe diſpenſacions : 
Fer. 21. Lord (ſaith the Prophet Jeremiah ) thou 
_. ee art righteous , yet let me reaſon with thee, 

fo « Why doth the way of the Wicked proſper ? 
< Thou art of purer Eyes ( faith the Prophet 
© Habakkyk ) than to beholdevil , and canit 
a «© not look on iniquity : Wherefore lookeſt 
EL «f thou upon them that deal rreacherouſly,and 
<c holdei} thy tongue , whenthe Wicked de- 

e youreth the man that 1s more righteous than 

«he ? The Saints alſo of the New Teſta» 

ment were apt to {tumble at the Croſs, at 


2, 


Gods Providences towards his Saints and .fa- 


. yourites , that they ſhould. ſuffer ſuch hard 
things : ſo that the Apoſtles were forced to 
counſel them, and to reQifie their thoughts, 
inthis particular ; 1y Brethres. think it nt 
. I Pet. 4. ſtrange concerning the fiery tryal;- And the A+ 
I”. . pole Paul ſent T;mothy on purpoſe to.com- 
7 T beſ. fort. them , and to. etabliſh them , that no 
3-3» 4* wan ſhould be moved by theſe affliftions : Yea 
..onr Lord himſelf knowing how apt his Diſci- 

. ples were to. ſtumble herear.,, preacheth on 

- purpoſe on this ſubjeft. T beſe things have 1 

. poker unto you ,. that ye be not effended : What 

unps were theſe ? They ſhall put. you out of 
the Synagogues (' excommunicate you , caſt 
56 you 


& ference begat a War berwixt them ; it 1s | 
< clear that the Turks were ſucceſsful, and WW 
«rhe Greek-Church was ſadly waſted and - 


Cc... ccSRCMCCT. 0&5 ad : 5 
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you out like dogs: ) Yea the time ſhall come , 


" that whoſoever killeth you will think be doth God 


ſervice. Good men , when they ſee the 
wicked thus walk oz every /de( go where they 
pleaſe, and do wha: they pleaſe ) they are 


| apt, either to doxbt of Gods Providence , 


Whether he governs the World, or to call 

- gueſtion whether they have any relation to. Gods 

Special care. But co not we know that: the 

'* Child is oft beaten , whilſt the .Seryant or 

firanger is ſpared ? Doe not we know that 
Judgement begins at the Houſe of God , YEaang ER. 
Hays lons there , and all that while the tents © 4, 
of ungodlineſs may be free : theſe may waſh '* 
ther ſteps in butter , and the Rocks may pour 

them out Riverfof Oyle : they may wax. old 

and grow in wealth ; their ſeed may be eſtablis Job. 21, 
ſhed : the Rud of God may not be upon them : 7 ad 15. 
they may rejoyce ininthe ſonnd of the Organ, 

' &c, and-yet wicked enough :. All this they 

may have with.the Curſe of, God , for the 


% 


[gy. unto God depart, &C. x FOR © > 
4+ How oft. have the generation of the Tuff ae 
been cenſured for Hypocrites and ungodly, meer. gryers = 
ly becanſe of outward Providences?Thns was Job themſelvs 
cenſured by good men; becauſe he ſate on the upon the 
Danghil , who was wont to lit. with Princes, one 
Let a man be under grievous. lofſes by Sea > ward Pro- 
or by Land, . yea let but a F'iper hang npon the yidences. 

hand , and what then? T his may .( , they 

ſurely is a murtherer , who though he hath eſ- Aft; 2.8, 
caped the Seas , jet vengeance ſuffereth not t04, 
live : Mens oytward conditions is made by 
Barbarians , yea by Chriſtians , the line to 
| m.ea- 


os Tn I A a Ee nn nam 0. 


— 


0" "PIP WIE", 


meaſure Mens relation to God by, they inter« | 
pret love by proſperity , and hatred by adver- ? 
tity : whereas the Lord tells us that through 


many tribulations we muſt enter into the King- 
dome of Heaven, 1 wonder not at this, when 
I confider , that the Servant is net above the 
Iſa. 53. Maſter : When Chriſt was a man of ſorrows , 
$54: they did judge him ſmitten of God. How rea- 


dy alſo are we to ſay this is a juſt Judgement 


of God upon ſuch a ſuffering Profeſſour , 
for------- 2 Yea we cenſure our ſelves for 
Hypocrites , when God'creffeth us in ſome 


earthly comforts, and defigns. If a Child dies, 


. ec. then we queſtion the ror of the matter , 


wherher there be a ſpark of grace. | 
Making | 5. The more Providence hath favoured ws , 
Provi-,* have not we the al roled our ſelves on the Cove- 
dence '. ,2v+of grace ? Hath not God had the leſs of 
anbinde- ,- dependance and faith > Have not the 
depend» Promiſes lain more negleRed , ſo that God 
Ing on hath been even neceſſicated to draw in his 


God. hand of bounty , that, like 'the #iddow , 


when deftitute , we may triff| to him ? The 
 Cifterns leak apate , that the Fonntain may be 
in greater requeſt. bs Bs 22 
Being dil- * 6. How diſcontented are we to this day with 
pron Gods Providential. adminiſtrations toward wu ? 
Proyi.... How do we prefcribe to God } Some would 
dence; be richerthanthey are ; others more honon- 
+  rable: Som covetto be above.others. We 
haye bad mernoties , or elfe we cannot but 
remember how i1] ſome of'us improyed our 
tallents of power and honour ,- when' we hal 
them. Is it reafonable that God ſhould be 
| C 


—_ 


F ten talents in our hands, when we haye been 


charged for an hard Matter for not entruſting 


ſo unfaithfull to our formerallotments ? Fe- 
ſuruu-like we waxed fat, and never were 
more beaſt-like , than when we were in the 
 greeneſt paſtures. God would be charg'd even 


- with indiſcretion, if he ſhould .conmit ten 


talencs againtothee , till thou art humbled 

for thy former unfaithfulneſs. . | | 
7. How dowe take Gods work out of bis hands? Taking 

How carefull are" 1e in many things , though 39G 

we ſhould becareful iv nothing ? Though we hr =” 

Cannot add one Cubit to our Stature by all our hands. 

cares:; yet what ſollicitudes eat into our 

hearts, and cut them in twain ? We ſhould 

ſerve Providence #n the uſe of means, but ſhould 

have nothing to ds with the 1ſſues and events Of 

the means we uſe ,- bur leave them to God, 

That which is not under out Power, ſhould not 

be under our Care. All things are ordered by 

the deliberate Counſel of God. 7 retarned , Ecclef. | 

and ſaw under the Sun, that the race is net to the 9- 17+ 

ſwift , nor the battle to the ſtrong , neither yet 

bread to the wiſe , nor yet riches to men of under- 

ſtanding , nor yet favonr to men of shill , but 

time aud chance happeneth to them'all, _ 

8. How dorotten-hearted Hypocrites d:taft Diſtaſting 
God, grow careleſs of ſerving God , yea fall 3n- Religioti 
to an abhorrence of Religion becauſe of Gods ——_ of 
frommuyg upon his people in Providential diſpen- adverfity. 

ations nce innumerable ſorts of theſe * 
oliow-hearted Profeſſours , deſert their for- 
mer Profeſſion : when the Wind and Tide of 
Dreferment is againſt them 5 they will not he- 
LH ZAr 


zard their outward comforts , for all the Pro- * 
miſes of the Goſpel : whilk they ſee how lit- ® 
tle Providence favours the Saints as to the 
comforts of this life , and that Providence 
ſuits not their deſires, they rase and ſwell, 
and are ready to cry out , like that wretched 
2 Kings Kins , This evil is of the Lord, wherefore 
6. 33o ſhould 7 wait on the Lord any longer ? Now 
Farewell to God, Farewell to Profeſſion: if 
when the Children ask, bread, be gives them 
| ſtones , Farewell to ſuch a Father. x3 
Neele&. 9+. How commonly do men neglett the Provs- 
ing Pro» dence of God , and betake themſelves to their 
vidence, own ſhifts to extricate themſelves from their m1- 
and Mhillt- ſeries 2 Is man wiſer than God ? And yer men 
#2 hope rather to help themſelves by their own 
ſelves, Wits, wiles, and endeavours , than by leaning 
| to the Providence of God. Such there were | 
in Feremiahs time : God had told them that 
he had brought them into raights on pur- 
poſe toengage them to repent of their lins , 
and to turn to the Lord : Thus ſaith the Lord, 
Jeril13, behold I frame evil againſt you , and deviſe 4 
IIs, device againſt you: return Je now every one 
from his evil way , and make your wayes and 
doings good ; Bur they loved not humbling 
v.12. work; And they ſaid there is no hope , but we 
will walk after our own devices, and we will 
every one do the imagination of his own evil 
heart : They had devices of their own , ſuch 
.-. as God approved not : And have not we 
© (ſomeofus) had ſuch? Hath there not been 
x + deviſing how to ſow difcords between: ſupe- 
>> _rioursand inferiours, betwixt Magiſrate and 
—_ nn" aire pe0- 
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people > Hath cheir not been ſtumbling in onr As 


wayes from the ancient paths in'a way not caſt up,©* *2* 
in an untrodden way ? O ! how have men 
run to extraordinary cquries {9 deliver thent- 
ſelves out of 'their-miſeries?*For this, God 
may make our land deſolate and a perpetual hiſ- 


ng, or deriſion +. he may juſtly ſcatter ws ay, 16 ' 


wh an E aft wind before the Entmy , and chew ,, 1, 
2s the back. and not the face in the day of onr ca- 
lamity.. I 

10, Have not we been partial in viewing the Being 
Providences of God? Have not wetaken ſome parrial in 
one Providence , and fixed our eye upon ity "5 
ſo long , till our hearts have been ever over- j.,ce. * 
whelmed with ſorrow ? Bat we have' not. 
viewed the Providences of God in their con- 


texture, nor in their relation to gracious ends 


for our good : fome take more notice of \mi- 


ling Pcovidences than,of frowning , of whac 
in Providence makes for them, 'and their 
courſes , than of what makes againſt them : 


| but others take more notice of frowning Pro- 


vidences than of ſmiling , of what makes a- 

ainſt them}, than of what makes for them. 

nthis we have ſhewn our ſelyes fools; for | 
who is wiſe chal underſtand theſe things: Theſe Hoſ.14. 
words are reſtritive : Who ? That is few org. 


| none are ſuch, and then there is an earneſt 


wiſh or deſire of the Prophet, O that men 

were wiſe to underſtand” theſe things : the 
wayes of the Lord ate right, though men think * * 
them not ſo. OY 
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Their Hypocriſie. 


Profeſsors ly. 'Þ Y pocrr/ie 15 another prece of In odli- # : 
Hypocriſy H =- . fe like "xv - be aif- . 
fuſed is ſelf through the whole body of Profeſ- 
ſors. Itis the greateſt ungodlineſs , that can 
\ ; be, to rob the Lord of his dominion over 
the Conſcience, and. therefore Hypocrijie 15 
called Blaſphemy. 1 know the blaſphemy of 
* them that ſay they are Jews, and are not. God 
is not honoured unleſs he be acknowledged as 
the ſuprearm Authority, not only over the life, 
but the heart 5 and therefore his Authority 1s 
never more undetermined than by a meerform. 
2 Tim. of godlineſs, Hypocrites are clouds without rain, 
3:5, wells mithout water, trees without fruit, ough 
ot without leaves : Yea (to uſe Chriſts (imih- 
| tude.) chey are gar»iched tombs : they appeat 
Abſcondic to be one thing , bur are another thing :. they 
quodeſt , appear to be the greateſt Worſhippers of 
_— non (50d; but are the greateſt diſhonourers of 
mam God : They profeſs that they know .( worlblps 
' Bern, God; but w works they deny him , being . abs*- 
minable , and diſ-obedient , and to every goodl 
Tit.1,16 work reprohate, The Hypocrites piety 1s not] W 
piery bis religion is nx religion 3 bur dou 
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q bled and trebled iniquiry. Should not thisga, I 


make us to tremble at the greatneſs of the jraſcarur 
hypocrilie of this age? O ! How many Apo- videns 

thecaries-boxes are there , that have golden homines z 
titles and nothing in them 2 How many curi- © _—_ 
ous piftures drawn to life ; but look be- 1, ne. © 
hind them ,, and there is nothing but duſt and 5antes | 
cobweb? How_many have glorious fgns , moribus 2 


but within i] cuſtoms, : an A4zgel/ for a lign, a Seculum_ 
Lamb for a ſign ,, but within are Devils and vers 


Cheats ? 


*#>34 


would not go into-the Vineyard , till they 
were hired, How few _ own any way 0 


78 - Therr ingodlieſs, © 
-, > "be Chritts, tili caey fee hot it ſtands with! 
their i<cular advantages ? How many New- 

' "ters now , who once were forward Profel- 
ſours? If -we entertain hing'( ſaith they ) the 
Romans will come, and take away onr place and 
Nation. We find the truth of a learned mans 

* Aflertion: He that will ſerve Gd for the world, 
will ſerve the - Devil for the "world : He that 

ſerves God for alittle , will ſerve the Devil far 
more: where he can mend bis wages , he wil 
ive his ſervice, How many Profeſlours have 

* with Abſolon Sone to Hebroy to worſhip, ' but 

- all the while have promoted their own' ambr 

' tions deſigns, raifins even felition in order te 

, theirearthly advantages? oo 
Speaking * In how many harh the* rongue prayed 
ro God, When not the'heart? 'Thefe have beer mud 
in faſting and prayer, and haye thought them 
-ſelves' much' wronged ' that” they, wete not 
'heard : but God givesthein a feafon : 7'e (hy 
"rot faſt as ye do'to make your ice to he bear 
'0u high, © The Hypocrite may lift up his youd 
'frongly , and yetnever be heard : his voig 
for want of the heatt therein may never cam 
up to Gods dwelling place'! his Prayers mi 
ry times fall back upon his own face; lik 
op the wind, "How many have" 
ed Prayer as an hook to draw in outward 
From God and Man ; but not as a ſword to p 
ſtroy their Inſts* How many have cryed ve 
hemently unto God for affiRtahces in their d 
ties, chiefly, if not ſolely; to ger thernfelve 
a Name'in the'Earth > How' many tell "Got 
wich-a brazen face that rhey tove him ; & 
tha 


Ta. 5 o 
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Fwy ungodlinefs; 
that they love him wich all their hearts 
whereas they love no? God, but God's, fome- 
what 'of God : they flatter God with their 
ligs: they delight not in his preſence: yea 
al rhe while cheyare fervins their torn -on 
God? Fain they wonld partake of Gods bonn- 
ty, of Gods proteQion, and Gods pardons 
bur they love neither God nor his Image * 
when God puts them to expreſs their love by 
ſelf-denyal, then-yon ſhall ſee the graves to be 
full of rotrenne!s :' they hate to fpend and to 
be ſpent for God. How many tell God thar 
they are troubled for offending him, when 
they are only troubled rthar he 1s diſpleaſing 
them ,".and about tv correct them for their a- 
bufes of him ? They will cry out-in Prayer , 
O my carelefleneſs } &c. Buralas ! Itis not 
Sin, but the J:dgements of God; and the con- 


| ſequents of Sin that diſturb them. How ma- 


ny will cell God'twenty times over they-are- ' 
aſhamed of their Sins, and within' one hour * 
afcer they are figt aſhamed ro commiittthem as 
gain , no more aſhamed are they', than «the 
Sowis to lye tumbling in the Mire ? How 
will many telf God they fear him , and his 
Judgements , when indeed and' intruth they 
fear neither , witneſs their frothy looſe ſpi- 
Tits and converſations ? How will they tell 


God? rhat all the world is but'as'a drop of a 


bucket in'comparifon of his Majeſty, and that 
all feftris contemprtible , when weighed with 
ting, and yer they fear the wratlr of Man more 
than the wrath'of the Almighty*God ? How 
many will tell' God that -they-are contented 


Their ungodlineſs: 
witch all his will , and yet their hearts are full 
of inward riſings againſt the Providence of 
God? How many tell God they believe in 
him, cruſt to his Mercy, depend on ChriRi, and 

_ O ! forſoothall their cares are caft on Chriſt, 
when God knows , their care and work, like 
Bees, is togert honey to their hives 2 The 
213d earthly things, andare ſcraping the du 
of the Valleys co themſelves , as if they 
thought it their wiſdome rather to lean to 
cheir own proyiding, than to be beholding 
to the Lord and dye beggars? How earne(t 
are ſome in their cries to God for vitory 0- 
ver Sin ; bur ſecretly hate it not ? And doth 
It not appear in this , for that having dire&- 
ed their Prayers to the Lord, they do not 
look up, to ſee whether the corruption be 
more mortified , and their loye to it abated 
yea or no ? | 

To men, How have the ſpeeches of many in their - 

concern- Cconyerſe one with another bewrayed their 

5  .hypocrilie? How do many covet mightily 'to 
gs, inſt on the refinements of hypocrites, and 
thereby they eſcape ( as they hope at feaſt ) 
from being judged ſuch themſelves? How 
have ſome (tudied to diſgrace Sin to the pt. 
moſt , and yer ſecretly cheriſhed that, which 
they laboured to make odious to others ? In 
company they cry down ſelt-loye, hypocrike, 
formality, earthlyneſs, and pride, but private- 

Iy they keep up theſe, and make them their 

companions. How Zealous have ſome been 

in diſcourſe for the Proteſtant Faith ? How 
have chey cryed out againſt errours , and for 

4 


[7 — 


x 80 


Theirdangedlinefs. 


areformation ; bur can tell no more of a 


' work of God upon the heart than an Heathen? 


How have ſome contended for opinions, and 
have put a jus diviuuw upon ſuch and ſuch a 
way » and counted others as little better than 


. Pagans , that would not ſubmit to their way , 


and yet by fear and flattery haye ſoon faced a- 
bout. 


How will ſome cry up ſuch and fach for perſons 
moſt eminent in grace ? and Q how doe they Others, 


love them! when all the while ſelf-love as 
them , and if they gain not by them., they 
will ſurely have an howbeit to blot them 2? 


They areasthe foreman to praiſe the rich , 


from whom they hope to ſqueeze ſome of 
their gold ; but bring up the rear, are the 
laſt to commend them , from whom they ex- 
pe& nothing of advantage by their glavering 
tongue. How much Hypocrifie hath appear= 


. edinourdeclaimings againſt others ſins ? O. 1! 


wemuſt nor ſuffer this : the Houſe of God 
muſt be kept clean : it muſt not be made a 
Den of Thieves, an Hog-ſty, and cage of un- 
cleanneſs : and all rhis while their zeal is no- 
thing but revenge ; a ſecret grudge there is 
againſtthe Delinquent , and now that an ad- 
vantage offereth, they will have their penny- 
worth out of him. 


How many are alwayes finding faults, bla- Themz 
ming Magiſtrates, Miniſters , all but chem- ſelves, 


ſelves > This man wants courage , and ano- 
ther wants another grace , whilſt they them- 
ſelves want all grace, as being meer pieces of 
pageantry, w many whinzng Hypocrites 

= M3 | have 


Cenſus 
ring, 


Mat.7. 
32 


AQing, | 

br, a- on others , becauſe they haye neither heart 
broad © nor tongue, to yindicate God, and to promote 
_—. Religion ? 

publics , How many are full of perſwafions of the 


than in 


ſcerer qu- yet ignorant of the firſt Principles of ChriRi- 


Fies, 


Ther ungodlineſs. 
have we:, that will in all companies , eſpecie 
ally where Miniſters are, be crytns out a- 
eainſt the baſeneſs and treachery of their own | 
hearts, and the wickedneſs of rieir own 
lives, andreft in their lazy comp:aints , bur 
reform not ? 

How ſevere are ſome in their cen ures of 
fin in others, as Judah againtt Thamar , ſhe 
muſt be burnt ? who w1ll now ſulpe& j «dah 
to be unclean ? How ready have we been to 
judge and cenſure others, rather than our 
ſelves? To behold a mote in others, bur not 
the beam in our ſelves? How many cenſure 
Miniſters for too ſeldome preaching in pri- 
vate, and yet are themſelves Sermon-glutred, 
as yet they have not got a (tomaci, ſo great 
was their furfeit with the former plenty; yea, 
when they have Sermons, neple& them ; or 
if they attend with their Bodies on them, yer 
have no fellowſhip'wich Chriſt in them 2 We 
are juſt like Conſumption people , apt to be 
angry , and fret, 1t we have not our wonted 
meals, and the Cooks are blamed for negli- 
gence; and when the meat is brought before 
us, we are even weary :of the ſmell of ir. 
How many cenſure others for beins to talka- 
tive, and therefore would impoſe flence up- 


love of God-, and of the grace of God, and 


anity ; nesleRers of Family-Prayer, or Clo- 
FE eG © CT. ſets 
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& ſet-Duties 2 They,chink well of themſelves, - - 
F becauſe in their Duties before men they are 
"  6e&yout and zealous ,. and carried fortit to the 
waſting of much, elme ; but jn their Cloſers 
they are Rraightned , and pur. the Lord off 
w:.1a ſhort Colle. How many, like your 
City Maids, goe 1n their beſt, are neat, 
cleanly, and in gorceous apparel, when 
walking in the views of others ; | but if you 
follow them "ome to their houſes and cham» 
bers, how naity,, how foul are they ! How 
many are there whole Relision lies 1n their - ] 
face, habir, cefure : ſeem demure , humble; | 
walk with their eyes looking downwards , boy 
with Abſolon to the people, and yer their 


© | beartsfull of pride and lotcineſs ? How oft er 

c ven on Falt-dayes have you bad four faces, 

bo and inwardly. light, frothy , and unſerious -. 
c hearts? As an evidence obſerve when the - 
@ day.ends, the Dog returns to his vommt , the - 
\c bear becomes vain, or rather, the vanity 


F that was ſmothered and pent- up in the day 
3. | breaks out as ſ@on as the duties are over ; We 
'e | calthang down our heads like a, bull-ruſh , we 
it, can rough caſt our faces , but it is hardly for 4 


-4- day. | 


1P- How hath Hypocriſie followed thee from Secmizg 
art | tbe corners of the freets to the very cloſet 2 ©? Ye wh 
ye | Thou haſt ſhut thy door, as:if thou would on. .4 du 


ſhut out World and Devils, and there haſt ties than 
the | fall'nafleep , or ( which is as bad ) haſt par- they are, 
and | lied with the Devil, and pampered thy luſts: | 
iRi- | Hiypocricie , like the Frogs of ,Egypr , hath 
>to- | rept into thy moſt ſecret retixements.” ___- 
et: _— 4-8 
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Being not Fow few can precend ton; formity in their 


Lally obe- obedience ? How many will be athamed, be. 
' dienr, Cauſe they reſpect not all Goes Commande- 
Pſal, ments? ſtill they elip che Law : Rill ſome re- 
I19,6, ſetves:; they will let go profaneneſe, fo tiey 
7=] may bur reſerve covetouſineſs : they will pray, 

hear, &c. ſo they may cheat their Neighbour 


under a demure behaviour : or they will te ' 


ftri& ro rules of Juitice and equity among 
men : bat they will rob God of his honour : 
ſome of tzem ate punAualtoa day, to a far- 
thing ( Bluſh ; Reader , if thou arc ſhort of 


the Hypocrites ſtature ) they will not chear 


you with a brafle Shilling ; but rob God of 
his due , of his due in the Cloſer , and in the 
Family roo. =: | 
Defiring How frequently do we hear ſome ceſiring 
ro know tg know tle leat} meaſure 'of ſaving Grace, 
the leaſt 1d why ? becauſe they would fit down tkere- 


d . - _—_ 
foring * with. There is not a ſurer note ofanun- 
grace, ſound heart, thanto be contented with che 


leaſt degree of grace , and not to preſs for- 
ward. ' i ETD _ | 
But nor ' How generally'do men hate ro be examined 
© 2<<x- and tried about their ftare ? ThisIs a ſure ſign 
noreo > Of 4 rotren heart, of a painted-Chriſtian 3 
conſulc _ will not endure the fire : Hypocrites 
wich Mijai- hate lancing and piercing work. How many 
ers a= Continue in a courſe of Religion , and yet 
per” their hearts are hardned more and more , and 
much 1c ey know it, and yet will hardly conſul 
to follow WIKh Miniſters about their ſad condition ? or 
their di- if they do ,'yet praiſe nothing more than 
x<cons belore > I am confident there are many _ 

We Oe" = 


Y make it their buſineſs ro keep up their reputa- 
F tion among the Saints, but have loſt ( and 
know they have ) their credit at the throne of 
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orace;z and thoush they have their reward , 
the Saints embrace them for Precious , yer 
Chriſt negleAs them , and when they ſpread 


out cheir hands all the day long to the Hea- 


| vens, they haye no welcome with God. To 


what purpoſe us the multitude of your Sacrifices Iſa. 1. 
into me , ſaith the Lord, I am full of the burnt **+ 
offerings of the Rams , and the fat of fed beaſts, 

and F delight not in the bloud of Bullocks , or of 

Lambs , or of He-goats, «And when you 

Spread forth your hanas, I will hide mine eyes v,15. 
from you : yea when you make many Prayers , 

will not hear. _ | | 

© ! What a Controverlie hath God with ge1.; 
E ngland for its great Hypocriſie ? We have rations 8- 
called our ſelves of the Holy City , and have gainſt 
mee mention of the God of 1;rasl, but »ot ;n bypocritie 
truth, not in ri op ax Though you have Iſa. 48. 
paſt for Saints in the account of blind, and Ta 2+ 
ſhort- ſighted men ; yet you are but Devzls in 

Chrifts account : So was the arch-Hypocrite 

Judas , One of you 5 a Devil, Of all Devils 

none ſo. badas the Profeſſing Devil, Re- 

member the yengeance which fell on Bel- 
thazzar z when he carouzed in the Bowls of 
the Sanftuary. Their damnation ſlumbereth 2, Pa, 2; 
not > Who throngh covetouſneſs make uſe of 3, 4 
the covering of fe;gned words, O: When | 
will ye put on the new man , which after God is 

created in 1iphteouſueſs , and True holineſs? Eph. 43 
Believe it 3 5 thouart a whited wall Io will 24, | 
16 moo ——, mite v5 


a 


186 Theiz” wgodluxels; \ 
[mue thee. 'Tavigia 109 36 1012 preſent | 
glory or profit, by. thy outlige,no ils, yer, 5 

God more abhors thee, than the biccr and. 
imperfect obſerving Worli can applaud Lice. 
Will a King inJure it , that - thou take his, 
Robes, and cloath a Swine wich them 2? or: 
that thou take his: Crown and jet it on the 
head of a baſe Varlzt? God 1s. commg againſt- 

the Hypocritical N ation, And he accounts 16 

a diſsrace, for thee to voice thy-ſelf ro' be the 

Son of ſo great a Prince , whilſt thou arc a 

Slave to Helliſh luſts. All you do for God 

will not profit you, you. Hoſe all you have 
wrought , whillt acted by ſelf, and corrupt in 

your ends and aims. Though you truſt 1a [y- 
Fer. 7 1g words , in your outward ſhews , yet [ will 
2  * Adeclarethy righteouſneſs, and thy. words , for 
by a 7 tney (hall not profir thee, Wuar, ſhall I ſay? 
*>/* There is no acceprance for you to be had 
without the Benjamzr of fincerity with you. A 
day of tcoutle is haftning , and you think 
then to pray , but will God: hear your cry when 
Job. 27. trouble cometh upon you? It you deny God 
9. your. heart , never expect his ear, Quatls 
Pſal. youmay have,, but with a. vengeance , with 
106.15. leanneſs m your ſouls. That which God deſireth 
Pſal.5 1. and:looketh for, is truth inthe inward parts. 
6. God and Religion have received ſo much diſ- 
_ honour by .pretenders to Chriſt and Truth 
_and ſd many Atheiſts have been made, ,con-, | 
' armed, and hardned .in'Ergland, by the; iſ * 
Obſervations they have made on Profeſlours, | «+ 
. ., lypocricical,pretenſions, that Iifear the ftains N + 
wall hardly be waſh'd away without bloods | 

fi 


I'2, 


_— - wc 
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and ſome probably will be called forth to ſeal 
W co the Truth of Chriſt by their death , to con- 
 vincemen ,- that there are {ome real Chriſtt- 


ans, who will ſpend, and be !pent for Chriſt; 


| andthat whilſt many,have but « Name to lrve, 


yet there are a few 1n our Sardz, ho are not 
detiled with helliſh Hypocriltie but love 


- Truth in their inward parts. 


ww _ 


CHAP, XIX. 


Their Sabbath- Sins. 


Laſtly, 


omit your Sabbath-S'1ms. 


God hath appointed: the Sabbath : He hath 


ſanftfied it for ſpecial and entire communion 
with himſelf. The Law of the Sabbath was 
given before the Fall ; becauſe man was to 
labour and dreſs the Garden onthe fix dayes , 
and therefore could not haye that compleat 
and indifirated communion with God, even 


1n his eftate of innocency.y which he might 


enjoy by a'tortal. ſeperation trom all eatthly 


and heterogeneous employments: But fince 


the Fall , this Reſt is of more abſolute necel- 
hty; for thatwe cannotnow apply our minds 
x EEE 


IF Her jou remember the evil Profeſsors 
of your wayes , of your ut- Sabbath- 
godly wayes , you may n0t SINS, 


| 
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 Mannah on that day ; it's called an Everlaf- 


 < Remember ſuch a time, Ewill ſet it apart 
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entirely to matters of ſo different a nature, as; 
heavenly and earchly things are. The Sab- WW 
bath is many wayes honourable : it was anti- F 
ently ſer apart by God; it was writcen wich 
Gods own finger in the Tables ; God rained 


ing Covenant , by way of eminency , as if no- 
thing of Gods Covenant were kept , if chis 
were not: Yea, God puts a Remember on 
this day , and no other : Remember. that thou 
keep holy the Sabbath day. **© If a Friend ſend- 
fcethto you , that he will come and ſolace 
<« himſelf in your company ſuch. a day , and 
cc tells you the ſet time , when he will come; 
< will he not take itill, if you negle him 
«then? If you are full of employments, and 
« other gueſts, and have ne leiſure to attend 
« communion with him ?- Thus ſaith God , 


<« on purpoſe to enjoy you, and feaſt you ; I 
<< will then take you into my Cellars, my 
&« Wine- Cellars, and (after an holy manner) 
< inebriate you with Divine comforts : You 
« are on your other dayes clogg'd and cum= 
<< bred with earthly affairs , ſo that I can have 
*therein bur broken communion with you ; 
« but pray Remember to lay afide all other bu- 
« ſinefs , tore from all your other works, 
<« that land you may freely converſe together, 

But inſtead of this , BE -. 
How little Preparation do we make for the p 
obſerying of this day unto the Lore 5 Though 
Remember be a Watch-word offolemn Prepa- || ,, 
ration for it ? Remember it , think of ic 0 
| ore || -- 


a BS. - | oe A ro @A a 6m oy mn ou a 0. 
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! ore it come , that ſo thou mayeſt be ready to 
T fanRife ir, without any diſtration by world- - 
' ly buſineſs. Which of us diſpatcheth his 


worldly buſineſs ſeaſonably on the fix dayes ? 
Nay , 1s it nota wicked cuftome , to engroſs 
more bafineſs into our hands and hearts the 
day before , than on any other day of the 
Week ? Do not greedy Profeffonrs fit up la- 
rer on Satxrday Night, than any other Night? 
Hereby their hearts are cumbred with the 
World , and:their natural Rrength and ſpirits 
waſted and ſpent, ſo that they cannot with a 


. free Spirit wait upon God. . Such 'is the re- 


verence that is due to the ſolemn and publick 
Duties of Devotion, that they require , not 
only a fſurceaſe + from other works and 


thoughts , for the time of the. performance z - 


but alſo a decent preparation before-hand , 


that we look, to our feet» &c. that ſo our. 


thoughts and affeions , which are naturally 
bent apon.the World , and not eaſily with- 
drawn from it ,. may be raiſed to a diſpoſition 
becoming the day. God alone knows, how 
oft the Devil , and our own hearts , have in- 
tangled us with occaſions on the Saturday , 
whereby our minds have been diſtrated on 
the Sabbath: Yea, haye we not at times e- 
ven ſecretly wiſhed, that the Sabbath were 
oyer, or might be adjourned , that we might 
purſue ſome worldly defign , which is ob=- 
ſtruAed by its interpoſal? The Sabbath is 
the Saints arket-day , or Fair-day : You 
know what preparations are made by World- 
lings for their dayes of gain; would to God 
T_T 


<0: 
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' we had learned wiſdome from carnal men , "* 
co fitand prepare for the advantages to our 


Soals we may reap upon Gods day. - 


Cling ' How have we curtailed the Sabbath 2? Haye' 
ir, not'we riſen later on the Lords day than on 


Amo; 8, any other? and gone ſooner to: bed on that 


4. day than on any other ? Phen will the Sabbath 


be gone ? Do not we make it the ſhorteit day 

of the Week? © !-If God had reſerved all 

the dayes to himſelf ſave one , how diligent 

- would you have been, to take all the day to 

your worldly buſineſs? Tais is a clear evi- 

dence , that your minds are more on your. 

Profits and Pleaſures , than on the Service of 

Chriſt. | o 2 

Being ſad *''Hw lowring are our conntenances and 
hen the gy lumpith and heavy are our Hears, in rhe 
Sa ah beginning of a Sabbath, muck mgre than vp: 
begins, P<g!nning 0 a Sabbath , much ore than up: 
and glad 0n any other day 2 Dorh not [this*prove the 
when ic day'to be no way pleagns tous # And how 
ends, Cchearfull are fom2 of us , when the Sabbath 
ended > Tae heat is not fo-'well *pleafed af 
che'day, as then :. yea do not ſome” cheat ant 

delude themſelves hereby , as if they had joj 


Mthe Lord, and'had received comfort from} 


the Word and'orher Ocdinances ; where! 

they are glad thatche yoakof 'O cdinances, the 

burden of the Word of the. Lord, and tft 
Being burden of the day of the Lord -is taking of 
hindred their Shoulders ?- 3% 2G OPT 
from pro- ' How many;/ate' there > who would pro 
—_— i fane Gods. Sabvaths and whioly neglect che 
extarra Ocdinances of them , were ir not for ci 
motives, L4ws of men and che eyes of their Rela 
_— : How 


bu 
Water oc, 


 Hindred .C if. not 


| away ( abroad the day. 


Aa Wgualzpeſe = 
" How quicted are ſome when they have at- Satisfied 
"Fake the publick ſervice,?. and do they,,be..with wor- 
tewixt and after thoſe ſolemn duties refrain ping 
cheir lips from worldly talk, from imperti- De pub- 
Yo 
nencies, from fuch' diſcon ſe 2, as bears.no 


| proporcjon ! with the holineſs of the tn fp 


When works of Neceilt ity and Charity hap- Glad 7.00 
pen out beyond'our expeaition.or forecalt , be kin- 
ar2 we ( a all). troubled at chem ? Do nor dred ve 
we rather rejg9yce., ' becauſe we. have thereby I : 

a diſpenſation to withdraw from: the imm dh aA 

ate worſhip of God? And how many n et 

to do all their warks on the fix. £144, ;.thouygh Exad. 

the Lord (© exprally chargeth them fo to, 0: We .'9.. : 

that they may. .haye a prerence. of neceſlity tg 

do" MuUca ſeryiſe work on the Sabbath ? How | 

common is it to dreſs megr. 0n;.the Sabbath, 

more than on ANY. . other. day when there is 

nor the leaſt prezence of weaknels, &c. Here» 

by not only Ser) An, but, the. whole houſe - 

are coo much, 1 an, our. 40 .deftrattion, ,and ops 
Rapop che ſolemn Alc w 

yet ) from Family, and Cloſet worſhip, - 

, How do in, "_ Hips FOmp plement, and- fs, | Eacing” 

the Lord: ?, Or.E e roo much 


Eat £0 an exceſs,a at home » and. thereby Eh on the 
To ſelyes Hiter fora bed >. 5040 £0.:Wail,0n 
hy SanCkugry Ge. FE 'S. og Mi; bo 


Sabbath, 


5 {SF %$'% 


oP Pi nor T%s {6 fy om. Ga By ime 


Kip 2 yea Irs "not ſome Governours ſo bn- 


godly 
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godly, unmercitull, cuat chey will allow cl.eic © 


people no time bur the Sabbath to recreate 
themſelves from their labours ? If they need 
recredtion , you bave more time than God 
hach reſerved, ſure you ſhould not ſteal from 

God to pleaſure them. ” 
Nor per- , I" the diſcharge of che wotks of mercy to 
forming Man and Bait, Do not we reſpe& more our 
durics of own commodity , than the will of God, than 
mercy * the diſpenſation of God , ind the creatures 
arigit, . neceſſities ? Are theſe works of niercy atten- 
ded with ſuch ſpiritual meditations , as chey 
do afford us, if our hearts ' were holy? _ 
Nor hier. How few bleſs God for giving them one 
Gns of ay» Wherein they may lighten their hearts of 
God for all worldly cares , and throw off all griefs and 
the Sab- ſecular cumbers , and may ſeek for relief and 
bath, op in their God? | 
Perhaps the Maſter obſerves a day unto the 
Donne Lord ; but how careleſs is he , that his Sons 
thofz un- and Daughters, and all withih his gate honour 
derthem the day of the Lord ? Do not many Profelling 
—_ Governours of Families let them ſleep away 
Hae Sb» the Sabbarh, that they may be the fitter for 
*- their drudgeries the followins week ? O! 
when will Governours be as diligent , that 
their Servants and Houſfiold ſerve the Lord, 
as that they ſerve themſelyes'? You have been 


carefull thar your work were done on the 


week ; but careleſs whether Gods work were 
done by them oa the Sabbath : careleſs whe- 
ther your Servants profited by the Sabbath yea 


orno? When will Gods glory and the good | '2Z 


of your peoples Souls be nearer to you than 


your | *- 


, 
1 
- 
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d 
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3 .yout worldly ady Wages ? You 38k your Yer. 
7 (f ” 7 =: } > 


vants,, What wd y have done for you 
every day, and call them ro frequent ac- 
counts for yo ing-larcs, agd what? never 
reckon withaRefh abdut t Sid Soiricuat Soul- 
work ? O! how little is the love of God 
ſhed.abroad in your hearts } 

How juſtly may God be angry with us, till 
he hach conſume tis; for Gur defiling the day 


of the Lord?It wasGods expreſs Law,that eve- Exod. 


» 


* 


+a ea. & 0-0 


ry one that defileth it ibould ſurely be ego cath. 3I- 14s 


Waen the peo le were weary of tlie Sab ach, 


when they ſaid , 77 hei will the new obn be Amybs 8 
gone that we may ſell corn? and the Sthbath,, _ 
that we may ſet forth wheat, &C. T he Lord ve'Ts , 


ſwore by the excellency of Facob , Surely I will 


never forget any of their works. Shall not the v8. 


land tremble for this, aud every one mourn that 


dwelleth therein? and it ſhall riſe up wholly as a 


«- +4 


floud,, an at ſhall be caſt out and drowned, as 
the floud of E3ypt. And it ſhall come topaſsy, g. 
"in that day, ſaith the Lord God, that 1 will 


cauſe the Sin to £7 down at Noon, and 1 will 
darken the E art 
turn your & caſts znto Donrnmg , aud al yonr 


Songs into lamentation , &c. Behold the dayes 


F amine in the lhnl, not a Famine of Bread, 
nor «thirſt for Water, but of hearing the Word 


of the Lord. ' And they ſhall wander from $ tay, 134 


ro Sea, and from the North, even to the E aſt > 


C3 


Ltd, nd ſod it nd i: 
: N ST 


in the clear day.  AndT1 will v.10; 


+ #7 4 j4 4. ” ; [0 V It. 
come \ ſaith the Lord God, thatT will ſend a | © 


rhey hall its t and fro to ſec, the Word of the 


I 
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Ys 


GET TOTO 


CHAP, XX. 


| Their miſcarriages about Heart= 
|| examination. 


He more that the Lord of Heaven 
|| arrig- chargerh us with a Duty , the more 
|  "ges abour. inexcuſable are our negleRs of it : 
| Self-cxa- There are few things more com- 
|| mination. manded us, than to try and examine our hearcs 
and lives : Examine your ſelves, &c. Prove 
| $35, 2 ſelves, &c. Weare apt to be ſtrangers 
| #9*2* to ourſelves, to cheat our ſelyes with vain 
preſumptuous hopes, to reſt in notions ; 
| Therefore 5avizs rugdti):, Examine your Is 
6: take an experimental knowledge of your 
| ſelves : We are apt to prove others, and cen- 
ſure them ; therefore iav)s; Joxuakels, Prove 
your own ſelves, begin at home , try your 
ſtate , try your ations, bring the mertal to 
| the rouchſtone, ſee whether it be ſound or 
bi counterfeit 3 try your Faith, whether it be 
| | temporary Or ſaving ; prove your Repentance, 
| whether it be through or ſuperficial ; examine 
| your Love , whether it be ſzcere or bypocrits 
| cal ; and your Obedience , whether it be anz- 
| Dent. 4. Yerſal or partial, Know therefore , and confi 
| der it in thine heart , makea return or anſwe 


 ———_ — W—— 
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£0 thine heart, Commune with thine own heart, Pſ4.4.4 
hold intelligence with it. Let a man examine 1 Cor. 
himſelf. Let us ſearch and Iry our Wayes: But 11.2 3, 


yet notwithſtanding theſe InjunAions, 

' I. How many are there, that never ſet ahont 4 
this Daty ? They will Pray, e&&c. but will 
not be perſwaded tolook inward : They are 
as great ftrangers to their owz , as to others 


hearts. They are at no pains, to try in what ther, 


ftate they are : They will not try , whether 
they are new-born , or not ; whether ſanRi- 
fied, or not ; whether a ſaving change hath 


paſt upon them,. or not : They will not com- Eftaress 


pare themſelves with the Charaters, which 
are given by Miniſters and Books, to ſee 
whether they be in the gall of bitterneſs, or 
not, inthe bond of iniquity, or not: They 
never examine what Jultification , and juſti- 
fying and ſaying Faith be, and whether they 
are juſtified , and ſhall be ſaved, like Gallo y 
Litile cartng for theſe things : They examine 
which way chey may be greater in the World, 
how to add co the heap, how to load them- 
ſelves with thick clay, how to eſcape the 


wrath of man , how to ptolong their dayes ; 


but not how. to prepare. for Eternity , and 
how to make ſure of Heayen : You ask one 
another , what news from Navies, from Ar= 
mies, 'from Conrt, from Country; but when 
did you ſpend one hour.to ask your hearts. this 
ſerious queſtion, O my Soul | what will become 
of thee , when thou leaveſt this earthly T aber= 
nacle> We travel any where , but where we 
ſhould ; We are better read in any Book , 
55 N 2 Z than 


Nor 
Actions, 


. Their miſcarriages about Self-tryal. 
than in the ſealed Book of our ownhearts * 
We are not atall for a perſonal treaty with our 
own Confciences: Weare too much prying 
into other mens hearts , but our eyes turn not 
nward:We know nothow it is with our Souls, 
and what will become of them, and we have 
no mind to know ſuch matrers. | 
As we commune not with our hearts about 
Our States, fo we do not commune with them 
about our Attons, neither before , nor after 
the doing of them : Before we at, we do 
not adviſe with our Conſciences, whether , 
Wha® we be about todo, be lawful or u»law- 
fal; and if lawful, whether expedient Or zn- 
expedient: Aﬀer we have ated , whether 
Our actions be good or evil, How many are 
contented , ſo the matter be g00d , but exa- 
mine not themſelves about the manner , prin- 
ceples, ends, and mntives? Though the 
Children of 7ſrae! knew , by the Word ofthe 
Lord, and from Abraham their Father , that 
Canaan was a Land flowing with milk, and 
borey , yet they ſent Spies , and ſearched it, 
and thereby were confirmed : If men had ne- 
ver ſo much confidence of the goodneſs of 
their Prayers, &c. yet for Corfirmation-ſake, 
they ſhould ſend down Spies into their hearts, 
to ſee the Cluſters of their Zeal and AﬀeRi- 
ons, the utmoſt of the goodneſs of them : 
But alas ! how many wholly negle& this ne- 
ceſſary and poſſible Duty ? If, all were like 
theſe , God might take up his old complainr, 
No man cryed out, What have I done? Oc, O 
my heart! 7/þat hath God done for thee ? 


2, How 
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2. How backward are a more refined ſort of The 
Profeſſours to a compliance with this Duty * pack- 
How oft have your Miniſters invited you , wardne!s 
beſeeched you, to hold intelligence with-your of whe 
own hearts, and yet cannot prevail? . How nennere- 
backward are the belt to kezp a ftricteye np- es 
on their little houſe within , to ſee what is 
done within. thoſe doors? We are apter to 
ſtudy others lives, yea hearts, than our own. 
If the beſt knew , how much work lies within 
doors , they would not be ſo much abroad, as 
they are. _ we i > 

3. if we do examine our hearts , yet wot by Not ma} 
the Word of the Lord. God would have us to king uſe * 
try and prove owr ſelves; then there muſt be —_— 
ſome meaſuring Line, tome Standard ; ſome he Rule. 
Rule , totry our ſelves by ; but herein we 
are hugely defeRive : We try our ſclves, by 
, | fomeſuddenpangs, or by the good opinign 


of others concerning us , or by the lives of 0. 
t thers, (we being in an Hoſpital z where e- 
1 very one almoſt is lame and defeftive ), or by 
t ſome other eafie Rule, that we our ſelves 
S frame unto our ſelves , and ſo miſerably cheac 
x | ourſelves. O ! how loch are we , that the 
-» | Jightof Gads Word ſhould be let down. into 
s, | the dark Cells of our hearts, for want where- 


i- | of, therejs much duſt unobſerved , and nor 
\: | {weptaway? How Ioth to try (fates, or aGti- 
e- | ons by the Scripture , though thereby they 
ke | muſt be tryefl ar che laſt day? He is a good 
ac; | 7ext-may, that compares Scripture -with 
O | Scripture: andhe is a. good Chriftcav , that 
| F0mpares the Scriprure ang his own hearr to- 
2M ” = N 3 | gether - 
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gether, that credits his own heart only, 
when it hath the conſent of the Prophets an 
Apoſtles, making them 4 mprres in the decili- 
on of all his Soul-controverſfies. Have re- 
4 Pars: courſe to the Light that ſhines in a dark place : 
x9. But alas ! Who obeys thu form of wholeſome 

| words ? FERONY 

.  £.- 4. [Tow overly and ſuperficial are many 11 
r06r--Fry the examining themſelves os the Word ? How 
therein, few do examine their S:ate, or their eA ions 

| fully > Though our hearts be very great Im- 


' Fer.; 17. poſtours, deceitful above all things, great Sup- 


9, plamers, full of guilez though there be thou- 
| ſands and thouſands of Luſfts that lye hid in our 
hearts, and Deceits like che Sands on the Sea- 

ſhore , yer how careleſly do we ſet ppon this 

work 2 We take no pains init. _ | 
eo ' 5. How ſeldome are we inthis work ? Some 
f1domne Ceferr it till a Sacrament , and then perhaps 
nit. the houſe is ſearched for the leaven : whereas 
- we ſhould keep a perry Seſſions in our hearts e- 
very day , and do what we can to know the 

bottom of the projects , devices , workings 
of our heats. © When going to Prayer , we 
«© ſhonld examine . our 1elves, whether we 
& have clean hands , and pure hearts, whether 
« we are double-minded ; if ſo, there is no 
© drawiug nigh to God : And when we come 
<« off from the Duty , we ſhould'conferr with 
<© our hearts, what enlargements, quicknings, 
<« meltings , himblings we had 'in the Duty ; 
<c what promiſes , what threats were applyed 
* by the Spirit; whether we ſaw the face of our 
£ Beloved , or not ? When going to a Ser- 
Eg ; KETTLE) 
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« were committed', what Duties, and how 
« diſcharged, what temptacions were reſiſted , 
&« whar mercies received , and what growth 


and increaſe of grace we have obtained 2 
« When goings to Y';/t', this Duty ſhould be. 


& taken up before and after : Before, thus, 


« Wherein may I honour the Lord my Godin, 
«ſuck company 2 what are their wants , that 


&« I may Endeayout to ſupply them? what are 
e« their temptations .and diſcouragements, 


e that I may labour to' ſupport them ?. what, 
*ate'their graces aad beſt actainments , that I 
_ «© may profit by them ? After , "thus, O my 


« heart! 'Whar good did thou do or receive 
«in that company ? waſt thou eyes to the 
« blind ; feet to the lame? didft thou labour to 


« bring or Friends nearer 'to Jeſus Chriſt >. 
thou more eſtranged and prejudiced 


© qr haſt t uALCE 
© them, from and againff the way of truth 2 


| *O my heart! Didft thou rake beed ro thy 


© wayes,, that thou did Ft not fin with thy tongue? 
c« Dijdſt thou Keep thy mouth as with a bridle? 
« When going into the Shop , or Feld; yet 
<« with Tſaack thou att to meditate there, and 


, 199 
7 < on, we ſhould examine in what potlure we - 

Ee areto meet with God , what Oyl we want, . 

« that we may be ſupplyed ? When going to. 

<« out Beds , we ſhould examine our hearts ,". 
*how the day hath been ſpent', what (ins. 


« coniferr with God and thy heart, thus, O  - 


« my heart! for wliom doſt thou labour , for 
« Self, or for God ? whoſe Servant . wile thou 


<« be to day , the orlds, or Chriſts ? O my. 
« heart'?- How many ſtares are there in the 


N 4 < Werld? 


ec yent not by ſpecial grace? O my Soul! 
© What need haſt thon or- Almighty power c0 
« keep thee, that thou maze! retain thy ſwee-- 
« neſs in falt waters ? : Wo 

But alas! How ſeldome do we reflet on 
Our words , Or filence 5 ON Our Speaking ,. Or - 
bearing; on our behaviour abroad, or at home? 

/hen do we conſider , wha: our affe&ions 
were molt ſet.upon , in ſuch and ſuch a place, 
in ſuch an hour 3; and what' our demeanour 
God-ward , and toward our Neighbour,, was ? 
We do not believe Bernard , who' tells us , 


Bern. in1f we would examine our ſelves as oft gs we need, 


Cant, we wuſt do it alwayes. And C bryſoſtom «. Pa- 
raphraſe and counſel on Pſalm 4. 15 07 as. [1t- 

: tle credit with us , Let thy account be kept eve- 
ry day , have a little Book 11 thy Conſeignce »\ 
and write therein thy daily tranſgreſsions,, and 
when thou "ia thee down an thy Bed, \bring 
forth thy Bugk » and take #n accoyjr of thy 

F 6, Do not we grow weary of this work,, be-. 
weary of fore it be brought any ele Ie 2 We 
the work , fiagg before we come to. the np-ſhot. * Still. | 
before ſoyme were learning, arg never came to the know- | 


they have ledge of thexrmth : And ſo ſome ( pretend. at 


broughe leaſt ro')_be alwayes tr5;ogx hut they fo/@ not. | 
anilsue, #4 * THEY try.cheir bearrs, as ſome did cracks, 


till they be wwholiy ſeepereals: as ignorant whe- Þ 
ther convert 2» Or nO ,- AS EYEr .. They know : 
not more this year , than they did ſeven, years, | 
free ; but hang beuyigs Heaven god Hell, in. | 

: : # | a 4 
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"© World? what adirty place is the World. > FF 
«and how great is thy danger, if God 'pre= . * 


[00 | 
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F 52 dubious Rate, for want of 5&;ll or pains, tO - 
J decide this matter. We are nor reſojute" and 
 peremptory enough to have an account of pur 
Souls, yea ſach an one, as that we may have 
boldneſs in the preſence of Chrift. - When =: 
David thought on God , and was troubled, he p or a 
never gives over his heart , till he ended-this 3,6 - 
controverſie : He communed with hic heart , 
. and made a diligent ſearch. We ſhould com- 
mune , till we know , whether we be natural 
or Firitual ; and accordingly be baumbled 
greatly, or greatly rejoyce 3n God our Saviour. 
Bur alas !. Thjs Age is ftrangely dull and ſlug- 
ciſh : thoſe Duties , thar will coſt expence of 
Ti ) and call for the labour of the jmipd A 


ow v0 C0 


< defign, to —_ with thee in order to.in- 
« {ide I Duties , that chou might'R not be con- 
«<remted with a Form of Goalineſs, and ref in 
< the external part of Religion : that more 
** work might be done. within doors, in Clo- + 
« {ets , and Hearts. O that you would:xe- 
ec wk 4 | Not paſs on to another Chapter | 
*c till you have engaged your Aippery inc = 
« (tant hearts, to attend on this. nece 


| <« Duty! Take afcw' < Conliderations to Int 
« pe yOus | . 


"7, The | 
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Motives r, The very Heathen will rife up in judges * 
ro this ment to condemn you , if you neglett this duty. 
et A Roman Piiloſopher every »:ght, before 
Fi? ns heflept, would examine himſelf thus, Q#od 
clſe will matlun hodie ſaneſti, &c. What fin haſt. thou 
riſcup in oppoſed ? wherein art thou bettered ? Cato alſo 
judgment ould daily at evening call to mind, what . ever 
_ he had ſeen, read, or Yom that day.” T uſe( ſaith * 
FY Senica every evenins ) to plead my Cauſe with ' 
my ſelf: when the candle is gone, and all filent , 
F review all that F have ſaid or done in the day : 
F hide nothing from mine ewn ſcrutiny; 1 paſs. 
by nothing. Pithagoras gave alſo 'chis ſevere 
rule to his Scholars; that they ſhould no wn | 
ſuffer ſleep to ſeize their ſenſes," 1ill* they had 
A three trmes recalled the, accidents and paſſages of 
the day, what evil have I committed? what 
good have 1 omitted > Except your Righteouſ-, | 
neſs, exceed the Richreouſneſs of the” Scribes and, 
Phariſees ( faith Chriſt ) ( may not I fay, of. 
the Heat hen ) how can you hope tor Salvati- | 
on ?- Of how hath thine heart cheated thee 
with vzin confidences? How haft thou cry-. 
ed , theT emple of the Loyd : I have Abraham 
to''my- Father : whilſt moral Heathens have. 
been better acquainted with their hearts,than 
thow art ? _ , - 
Senfirive:* '\Yea, 2. The very" ſenſitive creatures may 
cxearures ſhame thee ito the prattiſe of this duty, Go. 
will cI'* thou fluggard to all the fouls of Heaven: Do. 
OT nor lic in the'Sun , and view themſelves, 
look inward to themfelves, torn every fea- 
ther to ſet it at rights'? Dotheynot look over 
their feathers , and pick out and chrow _e 
box: at 


q 
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= ces, when miſplaced. . 
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that which is bad , and ſet others in their pla- 


& 
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whilſt this duty lies neglefted ; for all the up-l1e&tof 


right have been yery carefull ro commune with 


diligent ſearch , leſt any luſt ſhould be cove- ge, | 


red , as Rachel covered her 7dols , or as Saul 
was hid in the ſtuff.. Nothing is more deſired 
by a ſincere Soul, than to be throughly ſearch- 
ed: examine me O Lord, as Artificers do 
whether their gold be weight or no : and 
prove me, as Artificers do their filyer in che 
fire : try my reing and my heart, the moſt in- 
ward motions of my Soul : ſearch me more 
deeplyand throughly than the world can do, 
Unſound hearts have ove Dalilah', they have 
one houſe of Rimmon , that they cannot endure 
to be examined and found out : they are loath 
to ſearch too farr , leſt they ſhould ſee what 
they are unwilling to ſee , and ſſo be put up- 
93 judgeing and condemning themſelves for 


Pa. 26; 
2s 
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The ſad 
conle-. 
quences 
of the 
negle&t 


of this 


duty, 


Mica, lies negleaed. How can 


6, 8. 


- a Son of God, 


Ther miſcarriages 6 about Self: traall. 
that, waichi they love beyond an Eye, or an# 
Hand. 

5. Othe ſad conſequences of the negle4 of 
this duty | By this neglect your Grads will 
. become careleſs , for that they aze not call'd 
tOan account, as Servants and Fattors are 
wont , when their Maſters neglect to exa- 
mine them. Hereby Sins will grow bolder 
with you , and the more ealily beſer 'you ; 
for that you examine not wherein cheir 

rength lies , and which way they oftneſt pre- 
vail over you. Hereby the work of Repen- 
tance will be ob Frufted ; for that innumerable 
Sins, which you are daily Suilty” of, will paſs 
away unobſerved, with thoſe circumltances 
attending them , "with make them of' the 
greater masnitude. Hereby your uncertain- 
. *#zes about your ſpiritual eſtate will remain: 1t 
may be converted, To may be not, it. may be | 
it may be not,” but a Child of | 
Hell : it may 'be 6 Bzliever, it may be an | 
Enemy to God, and ' one 'of Gods curſe. | 
. Hence will follow great dejeRtedneſs under e- | 
very Providence of God : '»o condition will | 
' pleaſe you, whilſt doubting and ſtaggering : | 
you will be: pt to fear whether your Food: b be | 

1n mercy,” your dayes'i in mercy > your liberty, 
yea the = in mercy to you :. you will | 

fink under a yerlity ; for you cannot ſay; the 
Lord 4 al hg portion ; s you know not whether 
God will be your Fropg Fe owner, Fortreſs, &C, 
you cannat Swag? pe) aty well, WA {t this 
pos walk be: for Ged 
Pith ann fumble heart, n whe you know, not 
| -* what 


WY 4 ” SY Oy pp TOO OO FLCC 


ns 


JT. Their miſcarriages about SelF-tryall. 
2 what your hearcs are ? How can you ſerve him 
” with. az zpright heart, whilſt a ſtranger to 
thts duty 2 The very Heathens knew how ne- 
ceſtary this was to all their duties, and there- 
fore diſcreetly cauſed tc be writ over the 
Temple at Delphos, 19%. crauler, Know thy 
ſelf. Miſerableare the diſappointments that 
will attend Engliſh Proteflours , unleſs they 
3 |. fall into a compliance with chis duty : you will 
r | dye deluded : like the fooliſh Virgins, you will 
- | notknow your undone condition, till it be 
- | toolate: youlie deceived in matters of the 
| greateſt and Iighet concernment : you are 
$ | cheaced hicherto in things of eternity : you 
S | are vexed, when deceived by a Friend , when 
2 | ſupplanted by a Neighbour : O ! how will ic 
- Þ Pplerce your Souls, to be cheated by your 
© Þ ſeives> When we would exclaim againlt a 
e | Knave, weſay, he will cozen his Father ; 
f | the nearer the Relation , the more ſordid the 
1 | Cheat: O! burhere is one rhar lies in thy 
| boſome , and thox and zr, go to chear each 0+ 


- | tier continually, Let no man decerve himſelf: 1 Cor.3, 
| | it ſeems we are aptto do ſo: Bur Ol how1s. 
: | great will your confuſion be when this deceit 

2 | ſhall bemanifeſted , when you ſhall ſee your 

» | ſelves fruſtrated of all your hopes , and the 

l | glory, your hearts promiſed you-? How will 

e | you be confounded, when you- ſhall ſay ,- we 

r | looked for Heaves ; but behold Hell: we looked 

'» | for Salvation ; but behold Deſtruftion: we looks: 

s | ed to be made perfeftly Happy ; but ('O how” 

{ | ourhearts have cheated us / ') we'muſt be dam- 

: ned ; wethought we had as $ood hearts as any »* 
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Preciſians of the Countrey * We fools counted 

their life madneſs , &c. O! what daggers and 

{words will theſe fruſtrations be to you ? 
Weand 6. If you be loth to ſee how it is with you now, 


hearrs 


ſhall 
alws "Is will not know your hearts 3 though you are 


| 
( beftran. ſo ſtately, as not to ſpeak with them , or 
[ £orSs loth to examine the dirty Corners ; yet God 
| 
| 


at the day of Fudgement? Though you now 


%* commg with his Fan :. the books muſt be open- 
ed , and every page of-thy heart will be un- 
folded; for God will bring to light every hid- 


|| demnarion ? Is it nothing to have all thy un- 
|| repented and unforgivyen fins publiſhed on 
| | the houſe-top, made known to all the 
|| Ezeh. World, at the great day 2 How will thine heart 


a4; true Faith , as ſound Repentance , as cordial? 
love to God ," as any of our Netghbours , as any © 


den work of diſhoneſty : God will pluck off che | 
| rough garment , which thon weareſt to decerve: | 
| thy wward parts, which are very wickedneſs , 
| ſhall be made manifeff : and then thou ſhale be | 
fpeech-leſs, as if thou hadſt a muzle put upon | 

thy mouth, as the word {ignifieth, Well, ſee- | 

ins mwrder will out ( as we lay ) the ſecrets of | 

|| the Soul muſt be brought forth , is 1t not het- | 
| ©. * terby judging oar ſelves by a ſevere tryall and | 
. ſentence on our ſelyes to preyent the wofull- | 
neſs of the laſt day? Judged we muſt, and } 
ſhall be : is it not then thy wiſdome to | 
judge thy ſelf here in thy Cloſet, that | 
thou mayſt be judged by God witha judge- | 
ment of Abſolution , and not of Con-f 


22, 1.4. endare then , when the Lord ſhall come to deal 
bd da rk: eee 


| 


our how will you be able to behold what ſhall be ſeen | 


F 'Y with thee > You will not ſee; but you ſhall ſee : 
37 Youwill notretire, the World Iyes in your 
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Iſa. 26, 


hearts , Buſineſs conies in, and takes up all *** 


your time and ſpirirs : God is abour to ſtrip 

you, to eaſe you of your {ings » you ſhall . 

come naked to.the Barr: of God, you ſhall 

have no Family bulineſs to diftradt you : a fair 

 tryal there ſhall be, bur a ſag one for thee ; 

7 or (ins ſhall find you out. You have had many Numb. 
Calls * once more I call upon you, in the 32, 23, 
Name of Chrift , to examine your hearts, by 

rhe words of this Book , which you have or 

ſhall read : And be ſure of it , If you will not 

nor try yoar-ſelves by the Word, God will try 

you by bis Works. Thus ſaith the Lord, TI will | 
melt them, and try them: But how will God Fer.9.7- 
melt them, and try them 2 Shall / not viſit 

them for theſe things, ſauth the Lord: Shall ®* 9+ 
not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a N ation as this? 

For the mountains will I take up a weeping and V+ 190 
wailing , and for the habitations of the wilder- 
neſs alamentation ; becauſe they are burnt np, 
| . ſo that none can paſs through them , neither can 
| men hear the youce of the Cartel , both the Fowl 
| of the Heavens, aud the Beaſts are fled , they 
| Are gone. AndT will makg Jeruſalem heaps yz, |. - 
| andaDen of Dragons; and 1 will make the © * 
| Ciries of Judah deſolate > without an Inhabi- 


| tant. 
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Their Pride, 


Profeſsors B Ehold , This was the iniquity of thy Siſter 
Pride, 4-7 Sodom, Pride, &Cc. And 15 not this De- 


Ezek. villiſh Sin become our National Sin ? 


16.49. ' 1, With what a bold and impudent face have 
—_— wecome and appeared before God? Who hath 
_ ſenſibly exit himſelf in 4braham's words , 
in addreſ.. Behv1d now , I bave taken pon me to Speak nit? 
ſexcro the Lord, which am but duſt and aſhes, in- 
God. Read of a reverential fear of God , our teha- 
Gen. I8. yiout hath been Font ag4iuſt God, and we | 
a ha have not trembled in his preſence, no nor | 
whilſt we have been terribly threatned by 
God, yea when his dreadful threatnings have F 
been terribly executed upon us : Even in ſuch | 
times we have trreverently raſh'd into ;his þ 
| Prethnce.. = 
Nor 2. How have our Wills riſen up againſt the 
Rooping Till of Go ! The humble Sonl ffoops to Gods 
rathe Preceptive and Providential Will ; but” we 
&1'* haye wretchedly thwarced God in all his 
* Counſelsand Diſpenſations. The great Con- 
troverhe berwixe God and man, 1s , hoſe 
»ill (Ball Rand » Godor mans? O! How im- 
pudently have we contended with the Lord 
5 RE”: about 


The {ins of Sodom found amona(t us. 


' E about this? We have even thought our ſelves 


ro0 great to becrot. How many think it e- 
ven a diſgrace to their noble Spirits, to be ill 


and filentz even under the hand of God ; but 


they mult be clamorous , and ſpeaking againſt 
the very Heavens ? They are ready to ſay 
This was not. well done by. God, he might 
have given , or continued to us, this and the 
orher mercy : Taey miſlike many of Gods 
Diſpenſacions of Providence : they cannor 
heartily ſay , that God holds the reins beſt, and 
and guides all his affairs with the greateſt wiſ- 
dome - they think if they were. the Orderers 
of matters inthe World , things would be 


% . » Aa 


better governed : like prond 4bſolon , who 2 


- 
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Sam. 


wiſhed he were in David's Read, they wiſh T5. 4: 


they were in Gods ſtead: A proud man would 


| have others under him , yea, he would haye 


the great and glorious God ſubje& to his will, 
to.do what he pleaſeth , to yield to his deſires; 
Whence are all your diſputings and quarrel- 
lings wich God, ſave from the Pride of your 
hearts ? The humble Soul cryes, Not my will, 
but thine be done, It is the Lord, Yet bim do 
what ſeemeth him good ; But ſo over-grown 
are we With an Opinion of our own wiſdome 
and. worth, that we muſt limit che Holy One, 
and order him how to'rule the World: God 
muſt ſtoop to our preſcriptions, or elſe we 
ſwell and break, wich diſcontent. « O !*Is 
<< not God wiſer than man ? Shall the clay ſay 
*to the Potter, Why haſt, thou ſhaped me 
« thus ? Rather lecthe porſheards (irive with 
<the potſheards ( wormes with wormes ) 
| | _——— &« about 


210 The ſins of Sodom found amongſt us = 
e about the preeminence of wills, than we 
«contend wit1 God, O'! When will your 
<« proud hearts ftoop ro God ? when ſhall 
«his Will be the Rnle? when will you be 
© willins to be dealt withall as God 
« pleaſzrh ? | 

Lothnefſs , 3- How oth are we that God ſhould have any 
that God gory 1 the Vorld , unleſs we ſhare init , or un- 
ſhould be leſs we be the immediate inſtruments of exalting' 
exalied, of þjmz? We arewilting God ſhould have 
| _— ſome glory, ſo we may ſhare with him : con- 
| => i tent that Free-will and Free-grace ſhould: d1- 
ments Vide the ſpoyles : the honour of our falyation 
and ſhall be aſcribed, partly to our endeavours, 
Mmarers. and the honeſty of our wills , in chooſing the 
way of life, and partly to Chrifts merits, We 

are willins God ſhould be exalted, ſo it be by 

our ſelves, ſothat we may be famous in pro- 
| moting the deſign ; elſe we are diſcontented. 
Few are contented that Gods work ſhould be 
carried on by any hand fave their own, that 
ſome-glory may deſcend on them. Moſt are 
like the prond: Senatours of Rome , that could 
have been comented, that Chriſt ſhould have 
been numbred amons their Gods, but that 
the Motion began not with themſelves. Of 
Think with your ſelves, how many good mo-" 
tions, tending to the edification of the body 
of Chriſt, have miſcarried upon this account , 
becauſe others ſhould not have the honour of 
b:ginnming them > Whence cari it be, ſave 
from the Pride of our hearts, that we have fo 
Itttle rejoyced, when God hath been ad- 
vanced by others, and we had no hand there= 
A mn menl= Id 
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The fans of Sodom. found amon(} as, 
in2 We are afraid that others glory will ec 
clipſe ours. x | 
How ſcornfully do we look on ſome of the'Scorning 
Lords Commandements? To reprove Of- ſome Dt- 
fendours , to vilic the. Poor ; and conferr © _ 
with them , yeato be ſeen inthe compeny Of wande, - 
poor Chrittians , 1s accounted a diſgrace ; —_ 
we think it an abaſement to our Spirits, and a 
diſcredit to us, to be known in anyrelation to 
them. Who can bow to the meaneſt ſervices 
of the SanQuary ? —— | 

5. How unwilling are we to come to Chriſt ,uowil- 
trll we bave our denble money in our ſacks, til{ 'ngneſs 
we have fitted and prepared our ſelves, and ® =arnP 
made our ſelves worthy of him? Hence all the Gl -— aig 


till the Soul thy of 
hach wrought ic ſelf into a better diſpoſition him, 


| for Chriſts embraces and loves; and therefore 


when we can weep bitrerly, and pray fer- 
vently , we willcome to Chriſt, but will not 

be beholding ro him'to work both to willand 

to do: We wotild. be the Alpha; and he 

ſhall be che Omega: We would begin ſome 
Sloriouns work ,' and -then tye him to our per- 
formances., and ob)ise him by our great and 
glorious ſervices and reformations : We hate 

tobe 41mes-people'; To begg I am aſhamed : 

We are loth to receive all from God, we - 
would purchaſe 4hd'meric ſomewhat. 
6. HowUnthankfall are we? A Proud manumbank- 
i$alwayes an Unchankful man , and an Un. fulneſs, 
thankful man is alwayes a Proud man, He 
thinks he deſerves all that is conferr'd upon 

him,” The humble man counts ' himſelf lefs 


— — 
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than the leaſt of all Gods mercies; but the 
proud man reckoneth all that he enzoyeth too 
lictle. Do not we think God is beholding to 
us for our Duties and Services , more than we 
are to him for Life, Breath, and all our 
Poſleffions ? 

- 7.. Dare we not ſet upon the higheſt Services 
upon 7» our own ſtrength , without calling in the help 
bi.: of the Almighty ? The Proud man ſeldome be- 
WOTLrKS 1 - . . . . 
their own CVES his own inſufficiencies to think a good 
ftrengch, *hought : He can ruſh upon Prayer , reading 
the Scriptures , Meditacion , and ſuch difh- 
cult works of Chriſtianity ,- without im- 
ploring the aid and ſuccours of Heavens In- 
fluences : | 
8, Are wenot haſty Begoars? It we peti- 
tion for Pardons, or Holinels, and God comes 
Beegars, 20t tothe door at the firlt or ſecond knock , 

away we are flinging : There «© no hope, why 
ſbould I wait on the Lord any longer > We dare 
preſcribe God a day , and by thus limiting 


God , our Pcide appears , as if we knew the 


fitteſt ſeaſons for deliverance and mercy. 
Were we of an humble heart, we would wait 
all our dayes with patience, yea we would 
reſolye to be exalting of God , whatever be- 
comes of our ſelves, and to pay him the ho- 
mage of duty , though he for uſt reaſons be 
pleaſed to frown upon our Prayers , and to 
deny us all the requeſts of our Souls. I hear 


fome ſay , they would pray , hear, read, 


wait upon God all their dayes, ſo they. were 
fure God would accept them , and ſmile up- 


on them in the laſt hour : I ſay to theſe , You 


— -— 


ought 
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S | ovohtro ſerve God with all your time and 


ſtrength , you are bound to God in duty , 
though God were under no obligations by 
promiſe unto you. O the Pride of our Spirits! 
that we dare tell God, We will not ſerve thee 
unleſs thou humour us, | 
9. Do not we think God hath puniſhed us a- Account- 
bove our Deſerts? Do not 'we hence cry out ing Gods 
more of our ſmart and pain, than we do of Jud9ge- | 
.our ſins and provocations > Were we humble, M2... 
we would bleſs the Lord, that he hath ye- . i their 
Trained his rough wind. wn the day of his Eaſt D=(ers, 
wind ; We would wonder, that it is ſo well 
with us, that weare not ina worſe conditi- 
on : We would cry out, 1t is of the Loyds 
mercy that we are not conſumed. Wherefore 4M 3+ 
doth alroing man complain , a manfor the pu- 49+ 
»iſhment of his fins 2 How loth are we to con- 
feſls our iniquities have deſerved all that 
we ſuffer, anda great deal more, and there- 
fore to humble our ſelves for our fins 2 How 
do. we endeavonr to hide our ſins from God , 
Man, and ovr ſelyes ? 
.10. How apt are we to admare our ſelves for pywicin 


| ſuppoſed Excellencies > For ſuppoſed Beauty , whar they 


Parts, Reaſon, Wit and Underſtanding , yea ſuppoſe 
and for ſuppoſed Grace } Man (ſaith one ) is ny 

a proud piece of fleſh, andja ſmall matter will ***** 
make him ſhew his pride, and ſpread his 

plumes. 

11. How apt are we to boaſt of auy Good we Boaſting 
do 2 Ofour Valour inthe Field, of our Dif- of wha 
coyrſes inſuch and ſuch Company, how wiſe. —_— 
ly we diſcharged ſuch a Service, how well we dd - 


We O 3 be- 


— 
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. behaved our ſelvespin ſuch an Action? Corr 

ſee my Zeal for the Lord, Look to your © 

hearts, you will find them unduly tranſport- 

ed , as with the thoughts of your gifrs and 

graces , {0 with what you do rhrough the gift 

of grace. Our very Graces are often an 0c- 

calion of boaſting. *T:s a rare thins to ſee a 

2 Coy. $, Man rich in gifts, and por in ſpirit, Even 
. ' knowledge puffeth up, | 

Puffed up 7 2+ Doth not any thing of ours ſwell us? Are 

wich any not ſome puff'd np with their fine Clothes , 

thing of new Attires, Ribbons, Dreſſings,yea with their 

Feit. yery Spots? Their Feathers , their Hair, the 

excrements of Beaſts and Men, make them 

fAlye high. Are not ſome puff'd up with their 

Birth > Hence «they boaſt, that rhey have 

the Blood* of Kings and Nobles running in 

their Veins ; or elſe that they are of the Stock 

of 4brahamdeſcended from Parents eminent | 

for Piety , though they have ſadly degenera- | 

ted from theirlives and walks. How many | 

are ſwell'd with their Eſtates 2 That they have | 

Shops full, Houſes full, ' and Baggs full, | 

pufterh them up. Whilſt all the creaſure is | 

T1; ſhewed » how glad is the heart y Even Hete- 

T/a. 39. kiah was glad to ſhew the Embaſſadours the 

_ houſe of his'precious things, How are others 

puffed tip with the ſmiles and reſpeRs of 

wut men? And yet how ſoon may the Sun 

e over-caſt 2 Then they areno more heeded 

than the Dialiis , when the Sun'is'in a Cloud, 

How doth the bodily Rrenoth and perfeQtons 

of others ſwell them, though every moment 

they are going down iinto'the full ? 77 hat 1 

2 2 Jen! 
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The ſins of Sedans found amongſt us. 


for a little time , and then waniſheth away. 


T emple of the Lord, the T emple of the Lard are 
we. Theſe are ly:ng woras nt to be truſted in. 
Others wich their revelations and high en- 


joyments ? Paxl was in danger of being ex- 2 Cy. 
alted above meaſure through the abtnadance of 1, + 


the revelations , thereiore was given tO him” 4 
thorn 1m the fleſh, the meſſenger of Satan to 
buffet hims , leſt he ſhould be exalted above mea- 
ſure. - Flow few have heeded that of-the A- 
poſtle, Let no man think, of hiz/clf more hugh- 


ly than he ought to think.? and that, If a man 


think himſelf to be ſomething , when he 15s 10- 
thing , be decerveth himſelf. How have we 
been puff'd up with our Reformation , Mini- 
ſters, Churches, Profeſlours2 Pre:errins them 
before others at home and abroad. 


215 
your life? It is even avaponr , that apprareth 7 yy,,, 


How are others ſwell'd with their Church-T' I 4. 


priviledges ? The 7 emple of the Lord , the Exh. 


Fe 4 


Rom. 


I 2. 
al. 6. 


3. 


 E3, How little ſuſpicion have we of our ſelves? Nor ſuf- 


Of our baſeneſs, and ſinfullneſs , rhe deceits patfing 
tNCeine 


and treachery of our own hearts > With how 
much confidence do we thruſt our ſelves into 
wicked mens company , and fear not to be 
leavened withthem ? How little do we ſuf- 
pett thar we ſhall fall from the grace we have, 
or ſeem to have? Ye are high minded and 
therefore fear ner. We do not ſuſpect that 
there are worſe abominations within than yet 
are diſcovered. How dowe ( pretend to!) 


bleſs'God that our hearcs are good? We fear 
not the worſt of our ſelves. If others be 0- 
yercome .with .uncleanneſs, paſſion, &c. we 
are 


O 4 


ſelves, 


Ls 
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are confident we ſhall never 'ſo diſhonoux 
God. BY h | 
Fuming T4. Do not we fret and fume when any go 4- 
at plain þour to diſcover the vilenefs within ? 1 have 
dealing, heard of ſome Ladies , that have hated the 
glaſs that gave chem a crue {1phr of their 
Pſa. ſpots, and deformities. Humble David lo- 
I41.5. ved them beſt who moſt convincingly re- 
- proved him for what was amis in him, ' 
Not be- 15. Fe muſt be pleaſed : we mult have 
ing able gur ſports, and the utmoſt of, our liberty , 
ro deny though God and man. ſuffer by it never ſs 
felvesin Much : we cannot ſtoop to. deny our ſelves 
any law- ſome lawfull contentments , though God be 
full coq- to be honoured thereby. | | 
_ 16, How have we been troubled that any ſave 
ns 4 our ſelves have Ruled and bren in Authority ? 
that any Few have learnt the Humility of JTothams 
Rule bce Ol ve-tree, Fig-tree, and Vine ? The. Bram- 
fides © ble thinks himſelf worthy to be in the higheſt 
on place. O !.'what fightings , what (idings , 
5 what Plots to get higher > Haman was never 
contented till: every knee bowed : not fo 
much as one Mordeca; muſt be excuſed. If 
men would bur ſpeak out , they think they 
are fitter for Magiſtrates and Minitters, than 
thoſe that are employed : ſo thar whereas the 
humble man thinks every one better than him- 
ſelf, they on the contrary think themſelves 
che only men. Do not we accoant it below 
13 us tO to ſubmit to every Ordinance of man , 
we though for the Lords ſake ? And when we can- 
not do what we are commanded , who ſuffers 
meekly and not in anger againſt the ber wc 
Te LE . Ss OW- 


2 - 


x Pet. 2. 
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© Powers ? Do not we ſuffer in proud wrath? Prov. 
T 17. Howglad are we if others take notice of 21. 24. 
our aftions 2 ; fn how are we pleaſed: if they And glad 
commend us for them ; and yet we would to be | 
not have them think ſo ? We will diſcom- OMmen- 
mend our own Prayers, for deadnefs , ſtrait- yn %” 
_ neſs, and ourſelyes for want of parts, & 4, 0n though 
' purpoſe co draw forth others praiſe. How they diſs 
few are unwilling that orhers ſhould haye commend 
good thoughts of them, in reference to them- chem- 
; > ſelves, 
ſelves? How few are troubled at the praiſes '- ** 
of their friends more than at f{aſhes of light- 
ning ca(t into their faces ? . 

18, How do we rejoyce, when others cry #4 up, yea to be 
even when we know it 1s unjuſtly , when we know cryed up 
how hollow-hearted, low-ſpiruted, and ſelf; ſh we undeſer- 
are? Are not we exceedingly pleaſed at the VU. 
flowers that are ſpread upon our dead Corps ? 

Though the praiſes be not due to us, yet how 
do we drink them inas the Hart doth water. 

19. How Magiſterial have we been? What Being 
great Dittatours to others ; as if all were Pi&a- + 
bound to danceafter us ? We will nor abate 1,cr.” 
at all , but every poor Afordecas mult do 
obeyſance to our opinion. 

20. How are we guilty of deſpiſing , yea Deſpiſing 
ſcorning thoſe that are ( as we think ) j3-Þ. 24 hers, 

11 Birth, in E ſtate, in Power ,, i Parts, and 

Gifts, yea in graces? How do we evidence 7/a, 58. 
our {lighting of them in our looks, in our 9. 
words, in our geſtures and behayiours? Pride 

( faith one )) is a bad Mother of many bad - 
Children , theſe three eſpecially , boaſting of 
our ſelves, contendipg with, and def] piling of, 
Te : Bs others. 
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| - others. 'How unlike are we herein unto God? 

Job. 35+ Behold God is mi ghty (3. e.moltgighty, molt 

G- great, the poſitive 1s put for the ſuperlative 

* degree ) and yetthe deſpiſeth nat any, 1. e. any 

of rhoſe who have no.might, no greatneſs : 

. jeahhow do we herein reproach our Maker ? 

God faich one ) made every man an object 

of reſpeit, or pity, 'tis Pride that makes any 

: the obzes of contempt , and 1n them their 

£70%- Maker. Who ſo mocketh the poor, reproacheth 
17-3- $1 Maker. 

:Hins - 21» How few will confeſs their faults unto 
mn others ? oo a they _ but hate. 
zbeir . it 'tothe death to go and acknowledge their 
faults un-rreſpatles to others , whom *cis clear and pro- 

r0.others, ved they have treſpaſſed-againft, How ma- 
ny have you injured by cale-bearing , back- 
biting, &'c. Muſt not God work a miracle to 
perſwade us to make reſtitution , to.go tothe 

parties wronged , and confeſs the wrons 
there , and then ro-g0 from:houſe to houſe to. 
windicate and clear the party, there where 

. before 'wehad wickedly tained and aſperſed 

'him-2 This -makes me cry-out , Lord, who 

ſhall be ſaved > Lord, many are called , but 

' few are oboſen. | 

Repro- 22, When we go about that'too too much neg- 
ving UYebletl tnty of fraternal correption , how toftil 
wy « nant ) 

hayghtily do-we manage it? How do ur. words, yea 
Tſa.3-5. veoks,and geftarts,evidence our haughtineſs ? 
 .. _ The Child 'bthaverth bimfelf proudly againſt the 

Vindica- Avxcient. & 5 | T7907 

Ss . #3. Phat aſtirr, what a-noiſe do we make 
malici- #0 v:rdicate our felves when afporſed and calum- 


_ nated? 


ww 9 Moeys..ox 7.77; 
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»:ated ? Whereas the humble Soul would ne- 
ver tirr to clear himfetf ( as knowing how 
mach guilt and fin there is within ) were i 
not for the honour:of God , and the edifica- 
tion of the Lords people, which may be hin- 
dred , if prejudices and unjuſt reproaches be 
not removed : Alas ! moſt men ſtudy reyen- 
ces, and like the Grave are unſatiable in their 
malicious vindications. 


24. How bitter have we been againſt diſſent- Being 


ing Brethreu > Would we not have caſt them bl 
our of the Land, if we might have had our 
wills> Did not we talk of ſhipping away all 
that would ndt' ſabmit'to'\out 'way of wor- 
ſhip > Did not we count them , who were 
divided in circumſtances and ceremonies 
from us, Iike Dogs and Pavans , unfit to ſub. 
{1} among us ? | 

No wonder if for theſe things God make 
us a ſhame, and a deriſion, a Proverb, agd a 
by-word to all the Nations round aboutaus. 


* ww. 


520 


The ſons of. Sodoin faund amongſt us. 
upon , he turns from. it , whiltt it 1s afarr off, 
Whar ſhall I ſay ? Pride is the fir ft of thoſe 


Prov. ſeven things , which axe an abomination to the 


6.17- Loyd. And no wonder that God ſo loatbeth 
it , whilſt it croſſeth che great deſign of God 
inthe Goſpel, which js to humble the moun- 

I Cor.I. tains, that no fleſh ſhould glory in hu preſence , 

29,31, bat that he that gloricth, ſhould gloxy only tn the 
Lord. | 


CHAP, XXII. 


Their Intemperance tn Eating. 


Hough Pride. was the firſt ſpark that 
blow'd up the glory of Sodom, yer 
there was alſo Fulneſs of Bread, that 
..__ made the flamethe greater. Behold, 
Exch. This was the iniquity of thy Sifter Sodom , 
16, 49, Pride, Low of Bread , &c. Their Priae 
. was evidenced in their Fulneſs of Bread, as the 

Caxſe in its Effeff, ' The word ooggrdn , which 

_ Ggnifieth to be remperate, is ( as one well 
22 oerves applyed frequently to the Mind , 
Ex in oppoſition to, Pride; becauſe Sobriety 
: proceeds from an humble ſenſe that nothing 
15 Ours, but all that we haye is Gods; and all 
Intemperance is commonly the iſſue of a 

- proud Spirit , which makes men m OR 

_  knEm= 


Profeſsors 
Fulneſs of 
Bread, 


. 
— > ang. = -*-* 
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! * themſelves as Owners, and all Creatures as 
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cheir proper Goods, which are 'perfe&ly at: | 

their diſpoſal. © Hence the Crows of Pride', 1/4.28. 

and the Drunkards of Ephraim, are both t, 3. 

names for the ſame perſons. © And 1s not our 

Pride evidenced in our Fulneſs of Bread ? 

Sodoms intemperance in eating ( not to 1nlift 

on intemperance in drinking-) was very great, 

butl fear Englands hath exceeded Sodoms : I 

will not ſay: af your labour is for the month , Eccleſ, 

( as Solomon complains ) and-yet rhe appetite is 5 7 ; 

yot fill:d ; but this I ſay, that /ome live to eat, ** 

ſome lacrifice all to-the belly-, te ſome the 

belly is a God. ! Few candiſpleaſe their ap- 

petite : hke +7 rate ek they part from . 

their heritage , from the bleſſing of the firR-+ 

born, for a meſs of pottage , for a little plea- 

ſure to the raſte. How will we deyy our ſelves 

in reſpe&t of Life , when we cannot dexy Our: 

ſelves in reſpedt of a littie Meat ? As Heaven ' 

and God are low ,” very low: with them ,-thite” 

cannot deny' themſelves in a little: Judran-' 

Smoke, ina Pipe, in a cup-6f- Liquor , but 

will be immoderate in theſe ,' though thereby” 

they hazard the diſpleaſure of 'God : So- are/ 

they very low' with us ,' if- we- cannot deny 

our ſelyes in- our Morſels,” Alt: our roitie” 

came in at this door , that Adam ventured . 

the diſpleaſure of God, to eatalittle pleaſant * 

Fruit; A man would think, that the wounds'* : 

we received by the month , ſhould - make 'ug'Eviden-, | 

check out appetite all our:dayes:* - $h 558 Tn ; 
I. How have we been 'gurtry' of eating too @uch © 

much A linle would content Nature, wr 

at 


z 
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bath therefore given us a little 2Zowth and 
| Stomach, to-teach us ( faith an Anctenc ) 


Chriſt's charge againſt this ſin, even to his 
own. Diſciples > Haye we not- hereby been 
diſabled to perform the fervice which we owe 
to God? AS ſome have been firong to drih , 
ſo others to eat : Both have been unfitted to 
wait opon God-thereby. The end of our eat- 
ins. ſhould bave been to fit us, not to 1mdsſpoſe 
us for the ſervice of God. We ſhould mea- 
ſure our Chear by that which Nature re- 

quireth , and not by that whicha greedy Ap- 
I petite deſireth. We diveſt our ſelyes of av, 
of Reaſon, that ſhould guide us, when we 
are led by a ſenſual Appetite; . And yet alas ! 
When we have 'eaten enough, and perhaps 


2I, I4- 


| courle makes us fall on wichout fear or wit, 
Prov. and we put not 4 krife to our throat. Serving 
23-2. divers luftg and pleaſures, is-the high way to 
damnation. This way lin entred into the 
World , and in this way, O ! how many are 
ins to Hell? If you would adopt your 


Eph.2.3 ſres of the fleſh. © that we ould be fo 


ſenſeleſs, ſo bruitiſh ; as to venture the eter- 


. _ Lites for a quarter of an hour ! She that fared 
Rav 18. deliciouſly , hath torment and ſorrow gives ber. 
Te If that you will chooſe to be beaſts here , and 

to eat as beaſts, 28 much as you. cab , — 
| Ls enat 


CSods - _ 


1 Sp. -» 
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b pa * 


Moderation, How have our hearts been over-' 
charged with ſurfetting , whilſt wickgd men 
Luke With drunkenneſs? How have we forgot 


more than enough , a new Diſh acrthe. ſecond 


poſting 
ſelves Children of wrath , then fulfil the de-. 


nal ruine of our' Souls to gratifie our appe-- 


ſervants ye are ,, to whom 46 obty., whether o 
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F that Heaven will not ( as NVoabs Ark did  ad- 
7 mit of any Beaſts within it. WhenT ertull:an £; 


gives an account of the Chriſtians Feaſts 5 7+ 
our feeding ( faith he) we remember that we are 
to pray at night :. Prayer is the firft and lat 


| diſh of the feaſt 2 and when we depart our beha- 


V10ar 1sſo religions and modeſt , that one would 


have thought , we had rather been at a Sermon 


than at a Supper. Bluſh, O Reader! to con- 
ſider how far fhort we fall of theſe Chriſtians' 
19 dur banquering hours. ' Believe it, Intem- 
perance and Lyxory are National finnes , the' 
lins of Ergland. It was ſpoken ( unleſs Tan” 
miſ-informed') of our Nation', . That we build. 
as if we ſhould' live for ever , and eat as if we 
ſhould die preſently. O! when ſhall weimi- 
race thar great Apoſtſe > All things (ſaith he).1 Cor. 
are lawful for me ;, but I will not be brought n= 0.12, 
der the power of auy. Itisa baſe thing for a 


man to be under. the power of. Drinks,. Ap. ' © 


paret, Recreations, and ſo of Fkſh, of © 
Meats, to be, a Vaſlal to chofe' things over 


| whi-h the Lord hath given hit dominion, 


He chat loveth any thing too fritich, ( faith Qui nimis 
Aquinas ) 1s in a ſefiſe Seriant thereutits, rem ali- 
And whar faith the Apoſtle 2 Know ye not, that quam 2- | 
wIVFE / "Y, "#3 CC, FP - LY oo , | -- Mar UG- 
to whons ye y1eld pour ſelves ſervants ro obey, hug We 1 
þn, &c,. How "many ſerve not our Lord ;@jus effi. 
Teſs Chriſt , bite their own -bellies ? How cicyr. 


many are like the men of the 01d World , Rom. 6 . 


sven to cating ? ſothe.word in the Original 16. 
properly fignifieth, COO1e 11 3 +. 1s... ol 
72 _ : ©: —_— 


Es : 2. How . 


_— Y 


do ſervus” 
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The 
coſtlineſs 
of rheir 


Dier, 


Above 
their 


Eftares. 


. 
unſuira- 


: The fins of Sodom found among} us; 
2. How have our meats born no proportion 
to our gains aid incomes ? The rich man, that 


fared delicionſly , had ſome pretence for it , 


for he had riches to countervail che expences 
Of his Table : But doth not the lowneſs of our 
Eſtates require a meaner Table > God knows 
we have been worſe than Infidels on this ac- 
count , in tha we have been ſo farr from p-o- 
viding for our own , that to pamper the fleſh 
with coſtly diet , we have ſuddenly impo- 
veriſhed our ſelves, and brought our Children 
to live upon others trenchers , whereas we 
ſhould have abated of our ſuperflaities for 
their ſakes, if not for our own. Goe vo- 
luptuous wretch, unto the Arr, and to the 
Bee , they provide for Winter 5 but thou 
haſt had ne forecaſt, and ſo Poverty comes 
3 on thee and thine, as an armed man , \t- 
reſlitably. a - 

3. How have our T ables been unſuitable to 


' blero the the Times. we live in? Whether Zion wear 


Times, the garments of joy , or of heavineſs , all's | 


% 
ot” 


Juae v, 


I2, 


-day : All times are alike to thee. 


one , the belly muſt be ſerved , our diſhes. | 
mult not abate. Thou fareſt deliciouſly every: þ 
This 1s a | 
reac fin , and I cannot but charge many Pro- 
eſfſours with it. Reſpe& is not had tothe 
tokens of Gods wrath, we eat without fear * 
Without fear of the wrath of God, that is 
ready to break forth upon us. 7n this day 


Iſa, 22. doth the Lord of Hoſts call to weeping » and. to 


I4s 


I2, Eiherys and to baldneſs, and to girding 


with ſac 


cloth: And behold , joy and gladneſs, 


ſlaying Oxen , and killing Sheep , ( a&ions 


lawful 


 clothes', bur in houte-keeping , in expenſive 
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fawfull enough ar another time ) eating fleſh, | 
and drinking wine, &c. And it was revealed 

in mne ears by the Lord of Hoſts, ſurely this 
amgmity ſhall not be purged from you till ye die , 
ſaith the Lord God of Hoſts, We have made 
little or no diftinRion of times :Perhaps a Faſt 
every month is ('careleſly ) kept ; but every 
day ſhould be a day of abſtinence', every day 

we ſhould abate'of whac we might enjoy, if 
cheJudgements of God were not amons(t us , 
and others impending over us : God hath a 
controverlie with'us for feaſting , when Jo- 


eph ts im the pit, and for out eating the Lambs Amos 45 


of the Flochs; for that we are nor grieved for 6, 


the affti tion of Joſeph, 

4. How little re/pe4 have we had- to the ne- Nor re- ? 
ceſsities of the «Saints? O! if chere were any ſpeRing 
rtue love to God , tOReligion , tothe Church ®* Sainre 
of God, andto the Saints of the moſt hi gh, we neceſvities 
would abate of our worldly comforts in this 
diy , we would cut our ſelves ſhort of what FP Fl 
we were wont tOlay out, not only in fine Pk + 


meats and drinks; ws would not Sive ſuch 20% - * 
liberty to che ſatisfying of the eſh, we would - G ſen- 
be motfefpariag in ourdiet , that we might be ja W_ 
bow mw: capacity.to promote pious and, 
charicable deſigns, Bur alas ! iniquity atound', tales ſunt 
andthe love of many ( fave totheir guts ) wax- + brifti- 


"4 < # 


eth cold. 


ants qut 


de aljenss affeft ionibus nov dolent, Aug. in Pſal. 130. 


5 . Dae not ' We tas without an holy fear of Earing 
Got? The Elders of Iſrael did eat their bread Wichouc 
, : il . AaTr OL 
P be- God. | 


= — - eee ee —__ 
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The fins of Sedans found amongh #6 


Exod. before the Lord... But ſo have not we, ſo do 
18.12, ht we, eatasin the preſence of God. Have 


| —_ , asthar they have ( ſecretly at leaſt ) 


_ domecall ur Table Porpd , beranſe ve fn 


not ſome been ſo eager upon the pleaſing of 
che fleſh , and gratifying of their ſenſual, ap- 


deen troubled at a long grace ( as it is called ) 
before meat ? Have not ſome fall'n to their | 
meat without invocating God. to be with 


them? How unlike are fuch unto Chriſt , 


whoſe uſual prattiſe it was , to lift up his eyes. 
to Heaven, and crave a bleflins upen _ the 
creatures before he did partake of them 3 
How difirated have been the thoughts of. 0- 
thers that have prayed, in that ſhort time ? 


How were their thoughts on the meats; and 


drinks > How haſtily do men after a blefling 


1s craved run to the. Diſh,,. without any. the 


| leaſt pauſe or conſideration whether . God 


beard them yea or no, when they called to 
bim ? How commonly do weraze our Petiti- 
ons, ſnatch them out of Gods hands, I mean, 


' contradi& all our Prayers > We pray our diſ- 


courſes Day be heavenly-, and they, are alto- 
gether earthly. . Few can ſay. as Bleſſed, Dd, 


© was wont at the cloſe of the meal, Bleſſed be 


God » not one word of earthly things nce.we ſate 
dewn > We pray we may, ear for. God, and: 
we eatfor our ſelves. We. cannot. ſay. that 
our. Spikenard ſends forth his pleaſant. ſmells » 


whilſt we are at the Table. We have ngt ſo. 
good a plea to make as ſome, , we hape eats and 
© drank in thy 


reſence. This is not written 0- 
yer our Tables , T hou God ſeeff, We can ſel- 
Ye 
cen 


(4 Vp" : Py w_ — 


"The ſors df Sodorn found amangh us, 


ſeen Gad in this place. How: licrle 4 we 


.conlider , that they are Geds creatures, She 
ded Kot know that [gave her” Corn . &C, And 


that-as -the_meat'is Gods, 10 jt 'is he who 
gives us appetites, and trength and ability to 
Put every crum into our months; for 1» byw 
melive and mryve. How little do we believe 
that we muftaecount forevery: bir and _ 
How lictle. do-we confider that God 

the creatures tous, that we may toop co him 


$27 


Hof. 2. 
" 


and 12y down our tives as willingly for Gods I 


honour , as Got cauſerh the creature to bleed 


and die for our uſe ? How little do we thitik 
of the Heavenly banquet z that our Father is 
preparing for us} where che clorh ſhall never 


be raken away, where we ſhall hunger and 
thirſt. no; more; bur be. fully. ſarisfied , and 
that for ever andever? Examine your ſpirirs 
and frames at your Tables:, whether the fear 


of God be. before your- eyes, whether you 


ſtand i inawe of him ? It may be fonnd that 


you never more forget God , than when God | 


is moſtly ' remembring you.:: When his goods 
ave molt in your: hands and. mouths y 'your 
months are ſa fult,, that they cannor: fhew _ 
th his _ 2 your _=_ are'ſo held.co your ' 
elly- , that you 


they. ay or that ye  faitrovrecurn afrec- 
Foes fairks in- his pheſie eo 
erate gh ye ſhalt eat ant be ſariefied , and 
praiſe the name of the Lard:your God? © 

6. Have notwefed without a C kr iſtian fear 


of ſcan alpejng others _ out Fe _u 


Dent. 8, 


get fehovah.. Are9 It. 
thine pe face thee wil crore: 2 ble before 


Joel 3. | 
26. 
Of fears 


dali 
Ry 
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fuſely > What ſaith the Drunkard ? .Why may 

-not I toſs the Kanor Port ( in plain Engliſh ) 

be drunk as well as ſuch and ſuch-gormandiſe ? 

why may notI drink immoderartely as well as 

Jule's ſuch eat immoderately ?. why may not we fie 
* ,one or two hours to drink, as well as ſuch'fir 


© -one' hour or two: to fill their+-panch with 
- meat'? G!uttons harden and juſtige Drunk- 
Ecce q11Ards, Jude will tell yoa , that -ſenſual per- 


jaTant Ons are the. Spots ofa Chriſtian'ſociety,, The 
-0id'Gentiles in Cyp-ians days: were mnch ſcan- 
demptos, &xlized at the intemperance of Chriſtians. Lo, 
&c. theſe oreat B oſs » who pretend to be redeens- 
Cyp. de ed from the tyyanny of the Devil, and to be 
4 plics dead to the World, what ſlaves are they to their 
Marty- own ſenſual defrves ? O my: Brethren! Zr 3s 
Fey good neither to eat fleſh , nor to drink wine, or 
Rom.1 4. ay thing elſe, whereby thy Brother ſtumbleth, 
2r. or-is offended , -or mace weak. D 
. Ofſnares 7+ - Do not wezat without ' a' prudent fear of 
in cating the ſnares that are in our Diſhes > In eating 


. there ought ro be much caution. Fob was a- 
7 ob.T. fraid of the . entertainments of his Children, 
5,6.  Hewasa wiſeman, and knew that there were 


more onetts than were invited. I wiſh wee 
knew 1c r00. We think if the Sonnes of God: 
cone together, the Devil will not come with 
then, though the Scripture affures-us he will. 
It would be fome check when we fit at' the 
Table -co conſider that che :firſt.immoderate 


' S5pis handed over by the Devil, and in goes 


he with 1t into our Souls. : | 


Freak 8: How have we had bow, baſe, earthly , ſen 
and bale /#4l, and Devillth ends in our eating ? not tO 
ends, refreſh our bodies, but our pallats , not to 


k glo« 
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Slorifie God , bur to pamper-the fle{b? 'yea 
have noc ſome men fed on fuch and ſuch 
diſhes on . purpoſe to - irritate and provoke 
cheir luſts ? Sure our Enemy is ſtrong enough, 


we had need beat down the boy and keep it 
under , and not put weapons into Our Enes 


mies hands. What ſaith che wiſe man? When 
thou fitteſt to eat with a Ruler" ( ſuch keep 
plentifull tables , eſpecially Magiſtrates on 
their Feaſt dayes ) c9:/1der dilrgzatly what's 


before thee, and put akrife to why throat 5 if 


thou be a man grven to appetite , 1.e, Bridle 
thine appetite by diligence , yea force, ler 


not the ſlave atwayes be on /horiſeback ,; al: 
J ) X 


wajes-rule, be as Circumſpett , as if thou 


rOoVU, 
23. Y I 2 ® 
See the 


rge 
Eng liſh 


wert under the razour : 'or thus , cofider dilt= Annor, 


gently what « before thee , elſe thou putteft a 
kmfe to thy throat , 4. e.. thou endangereit thy 
life , yea thy ſoul , ſhoulatttiouwgive ways. to 
thy greedy appetite to feed upon'all the dain- 
ties on the Tahle? tisa thouſand: ro cne2 but 
thy meats will be incentives-to. Jnft., What 
ſaith che Apoltle, #hethey you eat or drink, 
&C. let all be done to the glory of God. Why 
doth the Apoſtle name thoſe ations of eating 
and drinking., but becauſe we commonly eat 
and-drink ( at belt ) meerly to pleaſe the ap- 
petite , and nort-to fir for Gods Service-? 
When: we have taken as much as ſerves this 
end, © yet we muſt have one bit more, or one 
diſh more to pleaſe-.our fleſhly- deſires, and 
ſo-Ged and the Deyil muſt part fakes. 
— Toſſhutupthis I believe many men dig 
their graves with their teeth , and their helts 
with cheir tongues , their liquoriſh tongues 
— " F-3 | A. 


-——— 


I Cor. 
10.31. 


. 
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The fins of Sodom found awongſt x. 

Among the millions that are now inthe grave 
or hell, their: inordinate appecice laltned 
moſt thither. - 1 ſay nor buc-we may pleaſe 
our pallate;, at ſome times eſpecially, agreat 
liberty is indulged to che lick ;-bur it we rave 
not an higher delign than to -pleaſe the appe- 
tite, our Belly is our God. : Lictle do many 
think that they are ſecting. up anocher God. at 
their Tables, Tone Bahilen:ians had Bel. for 
their God , 4 God of Braſs ; but theſe men 
have a God of fleſh. The Rabbies ſay, hes a 
Glutton or Belly-Geo8 that eats a pound of fieſh \, 
and drinks a quart of wine, Flave not we ma- 


"ny ſuch? and do they not ſacrifice to their God, 
_ - With @ bowed knee too ? Repent, O England | 


repent, of thy abuſe of the. good creatures of 
God , and thereby of thy, ſacrilegious rob- 
bing of God of his worſhip arid time. How 
often have ye ſo cramb'd your ſelyes that you 
have been unkit-for any a&s of worſhip, yea 
for any of the works of your particular cal- 
Jings 2 Y.our heads have been lieavy, and ſpi. 
rits dull , and {0 God hath had the C arkas, bur 
exceſſes bave taken away the beart. The ta- 
bret and wine are 1n. jaar feaſts , but you re- 
. g4rd vat the mark, of the Lord, &C. therefore 
my people are gone ira Captivuy. I wiſhtwo 
things for you , Firſt , That you would bt as 


I 12]12, zngenoug. 45 Aulting ac. ,: who confeſſed he was 


»0 druvkard ;, bat yet ſometimes tao anmode- 
rate in eating. AndSecandly,.T hat you wonld 
be reſtleſs trill Gad bath taught you, that be did 
him: Lowd (fauh be.) then haſt now. taught 
as to-1/e-my-mcats as wy midiaunts ta reper's 


» 
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Thins of Sodom found mmongffur: — 237 
vot to oppreſs nature. O ! when will che grate >-;, 2». 
of God appear, and teach ug to deny worttly 4 12, 
laſts, and to live ſoberly ? x12 OM 


nr Me <, DG Rr 


Ay, xe. 
Their abundance of 1dleneſs, 


' A ThirdSin of Sodom: was Idleneſs ,. Br- profer. 
3 hold, this was the. imqaity of thy Siſter Fours 

Sodom, &C. an abundaiice of Idleneſs was in ber 1dlenels; 
and 11 her daughters. This Sin is ECL Ezths 
on of the former : when the belly is full; the 16.49» 
bones would bear reft + arid when men have 
eat and drunk toexceſs , then tliey riſe ip to 
play, This, and the former, are Czty-firs, 
they were found in Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
I wiſh they were not. amorig us alſo. | 

1. How are we guilty of abmadance of Idle- jo their. 
neſs in our particular callings ? Few have thisparriculat 


for their Motto ; Labiremns;Let us be work- callings: 


ins, I mean,, working-that which we ought. 
How many at the great day will God upbraid 
with; O wicked and. flothfull ſeroare! Every. 


man hath s Talent of time and ſtrength , but 


itishidy it is hot imployed , ac leaft. as it 


| - Gught, God made not manto play 5: but to 


feat outhis living. *Twas Gods Ordiriarice 
inParadiſe ; arid _— ATE VE GIN 
P 4 fo. 


232 The ſins of Sodom found amongſt us, 
to labour with our hands , and not to eat the 

ER: bread of Idleneſts. How many, becauſe they 
18, 18. have not done good among their people, Ital dye 
1m their iniquity 7 Our :and is full of drones ; 
and no wondeg; for we train up our Cinldren 
in Idleneſs, and inculge to chem , whilſt 
waſtins the firſt of their dayes in fooliſh plea- 
ſures and recreations. ; Borraigners breed 
their Children # to our ſhame be ir ſpoken ) 
to work thoſe gaies with their hands , which 
our Claildren mult play away their time with : 
hence they having inured themſelves to Icle- 
neſs they hate labour for the future. Chriſt 
A at, + ſaw ſome ſtanding 1dle : here he might ſee 'ma- 
20. 3,6. ny : He could not endure it, he thonght-it 
unreaſonable, why ſtand yee here all the day 
Idl: > O! how!many are idle all che dayes of 
their lives? How many Gentlemen and their 
Sons are there without a calling } Tuey live as 

if God had ſent them into the-worid to make 

. . their hands as pirches for birds to fit upon : 


® 


they are of no uſe to the Publick. 7» Cities + 


how Idle are the Dames ? They live as if God 

had given them reaſonable Souls, and the light 

of the Sun only to drefs themſelves, to view a 
Slaſs, and ro paint and adorn their Carkaſſes. 

2 Thef.. T here are ſome a;nong you that work. vot at all ; 
3.I1., andyet b»ſy-bodies', bulie to inyent wayes to 
Nihil a- paſs away time , though time be Rill running, 
entes , « and they are haſtnins .into':Etermity. Doing 


_ curio- nothing ( faith the ApoRle:) and yet work- - 


C ſata. 


genres, Ing every where , ſave where: they ſhould : 


buſie ro go from. houſe to houſe to comple- 
mentiriends z ro-Ceyour others times :* buſie 
NT I nn” if CD ION INRe" = 


me eee re nn nos - 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ro carry tales-and'news , but hating the work 
of their call:ng-z wherein God hathſer them. 
The whole life of many is to eat, and'drink, 
and ſleep, and ſport, and lit, and talk , and 
laugh chemſelves fat ( buc:there is leanneſs in 
their Souls. ) A kind of vagrant: people they 


be , that having little co do, the Devil is loth 
they ſhould be idle , and therefore he hires 


chem to deyour time, 'to carry news and tales 


ro miſpend others times : 7 bey learn to be 1- 1 T mn- 
dl: : they ſtudy which way they may miſpend 5+ I 3» 


time , wandring from houſe to houſe , and 


yet they are not only idle , but bx/je- bodies, 


One compares them to Pedlars. , opening 
their Packs, and dropping here a tale, and 
there a tale. Theſe are at leiſure to hear the 
Devil , and to obſerye his Orders. He thar 
will not ſerve God at home, the Devil, ra- 


ther than he ſhall Rand our , will ſend himof 


his errands , and get him to puthis Sickle ints 
another mans Corn. ** Go. ( ſaith Satan Yin- 


© to that houſe, and rail againſt ſuch a good 


« man , Carry his miſcarriage from one to a- 


\& nother, till his name rots and ſtinks in their 
« Noſtrils : Go to. ſuch a mans door , he-is 


« employed in reading the Scriptures and 


.<« 00d books, or Catechiſing his Family, &'c, 
. Go and divert him., eat up-bis time, that he 

may have no leiſure for ſuch works, He goes, 

he isa bu/ie-body, a tatler too. He mult goe 


whom the Deyil:drives ; Hence occaſion is 


given.to.the Advyerſary ro ſpeak reproachtul- 
ly, :far that fo many are turned afide after 
Satan, Let it be conſidered andlamen- 


ted, 


The fins of Sodom found amongſt us; 233 


” —— —— 
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ted; how mach precious trme:' 3s: devonred 3n 


the Bed; Five hours ſleep will ſuthce for 
1ome conſtitutions : The utmoſt that Phyfi- 
cians allow, is fEyen hours; but ſome waſte 


and. bury. themſelves in their Reds almoſt 


half their time. _ How little ds many con- 
lider, that in .the Day . of | Judgement, 
they muſt give, account, as for every 
idle word , | ſo for their idleneſs in their 
. - Bed-chambers?. Sluggard , . view the Sun, 


its ruhninga race; whilit thou art tumbling on 


thy Bed , andcrying , Q that this. were to ba- 
boar 1 View the Wind arid the Air , they are 
inmotion : View the Waters , they ſbink arid 


corrupt z unleſs runhing ; nay view thie duilt 
earth, itis not {6 dull as thou arc ,- it brings. 


forth for the viſe of Man, Go to the Art thou 

Prov, 6. ſinggar#, yea any where , c6ider the ways of 
6. ah; ſave thy ſelf; z#vd br wiſe. What! a 
.Prafeſſvy 5 arid yet guilty of an avnatural ſine? 

Nature puts all creatures into motion , and 

| 7:», |to provide f6r theniſelyes : thow art worſe thits 
'g -nndyfide!: yea wotſe than a Beaſt : The popr 
5-%  Infantcanribt fack without labour x ahd yet 


. thou wouldſi live wichoutlabdur: : God tabes. 


2 Theſe this fo ill ; that be wonld notchave them to 64t 1, 

' Who till tit labony ; nnd if we know ſuch ; 6 
* - fn if me feed. them, God hath ot forbid 
. meas th be giveti-t0 any other Gianers , only 


I fed yg let thient flarve agid 
. die 4. ifthey will not. labor; - .7 Be ſnggard: 


will not plow by veaſon of rhe 'rald , therefore 
Prov. hai brbe yr nn xl ; | 


26. 4+ þ th 116 pity fot drones ,* and he wo 


, ane} have nothing : Gd, 
uld rvt 
haye. 


4 Then of Sodem fonne upungpnt, 235 
have usto pity.them : Drones are to be beat- 

en out of the Hive , and itaryed in Winter: 

| lcistte Workman thar is. worthy .of meut.[in Mat. 

{ Chriſts account; Idleneſs. hath brought much 10. 10. 


I 


evil upox.you y and bred many in you , it bes 

gets many diſeaſes in the. body , but many 

more.in the Soul: - ir exexqppts 4 pan from the p[,1, 01, 

proteftion of Angels , and it, expgierth to Gods 7x, 

wrath : it brought ruine upon Sedows , und 

the Cities roundabout , and they are ſet fortb Fude 
= an example ſuſfering the vengeance of eternal, os 

76s ; 1 wt | i x ; : 

' 2, How art we gnulty of abundance of [dlt* " 
neſs un our 9.0.46 caleere? And nA all —_ 
idleneſs ,. Spiritual ſloth is moſt dangerous. callings, 
I find ſome , with unwearicd diligence.,. la- 
bouring ro enlarge their Poſlefſions, and to 
raiſe their Poſterity ; they riſeearly y, and ſit 
up Jate , and eat. the bread of carefulnefs, 
but all is for the Body : chey do. little Or no- 
| thing for their precious Souks, and for Eter- 
' | nity. Chrift and Heaven ſtand by ,- andfet 

regard them : Few work owt their Salvation 
with fear ard trembling. Some will net be. at 

fo mach pains for their Souls, as to paſon 

the common outward Duties of Riligion. . wy 

will goe to the Mayket , or 10 be merry with 
Friends, many a mile. ; but if « Leaure; be 
but a few paces from their threſholds ,. they 
count it incollerable ro wet their feets toex- 
poſe themſelves. to the aisx: Well, Well; 
God bath caſed you of th labowre Butikmen 
are for ſome ealie parts of Religions. yet hy» 


fam are for the diffpenh paris thereof? They 
_ > CannAG 
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The ſins of Sodom found amongſt us. 
cannot endure to watch their hearcs , to ſan- 
Qtifie the Lords day ſo (triftly, as not to 


. think their own thoughts , nor Speak, their own 


words , nor do their own deeds, How many 
Profetlours have ſs long given way to their 
Iazy diſtempers, have lain ſo-long 'upon the 
Bed of ſloth , that when we preſs them to any 
painful and laborious Duties , they think ut ex- 
cuſe enough , toſay , We have put off our C oat, 
and loth we are to put it on: We have given 


way tofloth ſo lons, that we. hare to take -| 


pains for Chriſt, and for Eternicy 2 Hence 
Selt-examination, Medication, Watchfnlneſs a- 
gaint the firſt riſings of (in, Mortifiation of in- 
ward heart-fins , &c. theſe works are totally 


laid by; and the longer we neglect chem, the 


more ado there is to perſwade us to take them 
vp. We are like truant- Boyes,who hate their 
Book afcer a longs vacation. All we have to 
uphold our ſelves with, is this, that the Spirit 
s, when God knows the contrary. 
We-are willing to be rich, and therefore 
take pains : $o. we would in Spiritual things 


-to0:, if we were ſo deſirous of them. If 


we were willing to enjoy Chriſt in our Clo- 


ſets, would we be even aſleep there upon 


our knees? If we were willing to know the 


-way to Giory., would we not take ſo much 
Pains, ast0 goe to the Shepheards tents z and 
14 _ the good old way? <O!: O! It 


- 


I cut youto-the heart , when you come 
«to Hell-gate ,z. that you miſt of Heaven , 
© for not enquiring the way thither ; and 
<« that you took mp1e pains to be rich, and 
rn edt mclduged *. 
k > — 


L 


| 


| 
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F* *rodamn your Souls, than' ro ſave them. 
f <WHXH thartime been ſpenc in Prayer , holy 


« Conference, and in Self-arraignments', 
*which was waſted in the Bed, Shop, Fields, 
« unneceſſarily , you might have had an e- 
«ternal reſt ; whereas HefFwill be, as in- 
« tollerable to all ſo eſpecially to them, who 
«have ſtood ale all the day lovg. ' 


7 . \ 
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CHAP. XXIV. . 


T heir Anmercifulneſs. 


« 


HE Fourth Sin of Sodom was this, Profeſrors 

Neither did (he ftrengthen the hand unmerci- 

of the poor and needy © That 1s, they fulneſs. | 

were tinmerciful and inhimane. And ©: 

are not ſome" Profeſiours even'in England30: 49+ | 

very hard-heatted'and cruel 2-T- have oft 

thonght and ſaid;,* That Our late Civil Wars © 

havehad too great mnftuente upon us, to make 

us-crniel, © If there be'among you a poor man, 

of one of thy Brethren '," within any of thy Gates, »,,,. 

thy Land, which the Lord thy *Gbd. giveth \ 7.9. 

ther ,. thou ſhalt not hardes thy heart*, 'nor (hue © 

thine hand from tby poor Brother ; but thou ſhalt © 

en thine hand wide unto him , and ſhalt ſurely 

lead himſufficient for bis need , in that which Luke 

be:-wanteth. ON The poor we have —_— r4.113- 
+ - "wit | 


23 The ſat of Selim found tnongf us Þ 
with us | But, » Fhev we make a Feaſt , dowe Þ 
cAll the paar ? - Who invites the Guelts thac F 
Chriſt hath, bid for our Tables ?.Waen I con- 
ſider how rate , Bowel af mercy and kindneſs 
Col.i3, are, it niakes me fear. ( and I have Scripture- 
11. grounds formy fear ) that few are the Elrft 
of God. . O haxd-hearted Profeſſours! Hear 
Tam, >.ye the Word _of.the Lard :.. He fhall bave 
13. judgement without mercy , that bath ſhewed no 
mercy. He ſhall have all judgement , pure 
judgement , without arty mixcures of mercy; 
unmixed wrath ſhall be his portion : Chritt 1s 
ſo reſolved ©opuniche Lip ciful, that he 
will over-look any-finnex £ rather than him ; 
yea, for the greater honour of the Juice of Þ. 
Mat. God, The bhavd fſerom tn hegir 41d end thi 
25.41, great eA ſſizts with the Arraignment and Sen- 
42, &c. fencing of the Unmerciful man. How few com: 
Mat. g. p4fciovateP rafefſmers are there? The proper”, 
26. vital a& of Mercy, is Compaton. Hpw 
| . t&ewreſent -the miſeries of others, as if Gey 
Luke were their own ? Hom fem ſatcthemſelves to do 
Io 32, gu0d',, ta thoſs wha ara maſerable? Such 
what-ever they prerend , are indeed unmer- 
cul ; for Mzccy.is.an afipe ,-and a.commr. 
nicative Uhitge _ How few dre. meerar{inl. to 
thers Souls. > How few. picy y.and: ſet thems 
ſelves to.hetp. Gnning Souls 2:.( but 'mare 0 
thisunden another Head, ) How fem art wer 
Cifab to. the Bodzes, af, athars 2. Howr many. ; 
there, that will not. ſpare of their. faperfiu 
ties, tclath.Chrifts naked: ſhoulders, ;on ti 
llhigdangcy b2lly 2. Memlay. aut. moxe:. 
| = | _ © - houſes 
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- 1t?- Is ic not only to the. poor: of your 


E be bouſes, chan ever chey gave to Jetus Chriſt, 
{ and tys Servants , all their dayes : Men. can 


feed their Birds , "their Catts, their Dos 

their Swine ; but the Sucklings and Lambs 

of Jeſus Chriſt periſh tor want : Chriſt tells 

you , what kindneſs you fhewy to his Spouſe, 1 TY 
his Friends , his Children > _ COunts as done 

unto himſelf : 4nd, bg lies qF&qhe ſcornes, hh 
and negleQs you have ca on Either, his Am- 
_— or poor Saints, he will remember, 


orlier days: . Ga, to. th. Clelee » and carp 


hb wk with thez, who ſe. ſtoppeth his ear at rhe 


cry of the por , he alo ſhall cry himſelf , but Prov. 
ſhall not be heard. If you give , to whom is 21, 13s 


party ? Bux, hath not che Lord charged 
to give to every. man that acketh.? Hath 
cepred any, but idlers.? Are not youtto 48 zo, - ;; 
Ko to all , though eſpecially to ta the Hogſhold.af. Gab. 6: 
faith? And among them ,, ſhquld not your FO, 
preareſt charity have been ſet forch on them s 

who, are become poor , not by vile courſes, 

but by Gods Providence , and for Conſcience 

fake ? y Bytalas ! how few can, appeal tg: the 


| heart-ſearching God concerning theit. merci 


falneſs ? How few.( if defiryRion. from Gad 

be any terreur to-them, ) dare-imprecate upga 

themſelves, ya Sa d in caſe of une 

fulneſs } How-f ew dare {ay.to:God', If / pA 

w1thbe1d the poor from their. deſire.» or bauecaue.Tob 7 1. 
ed, the eyes of the Widow. to faul,,, or hazs:eatens, 17, 


| hy morſe! my ſelf alone» "h "he. Fatbexleſ#38, 19, 
bath not eaten here Ofc... If I bane. Jeg-auy-20, 21, 


- Fil for, mant, of clothing , on. any poor. mighywtr22, 23: 


c vere _ 
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” 
” 


ſhoulder blade, and mine arm be broken from” 
the bone. FOR 


Their unrighteouſneſs , or anfacthfulneſs 
EP in Trading. | 


| Las! Alas! Inflead of Mercifulneſ; , | 


_— | Behold Opprefſion, Violence, De-. 
ges in ceit, Fraud, &c. This is a La- 
Trading , *** mencation., and ſhould be for a La- 


with re mentation. Initead of giving to others that. | 
ns © which 1s ovr ow», we deny them chat which 
and Sel- IS their own: Inſtead of letting goe our own: 
lers- right}, and thoſe dues , which in Juflice 0- 
rhers are bound to pay unto us; yea, inſtead, 
of giving more of our own, to help them ' in, 
cheir neceſſities, ( which Mercy calls for, 
Even not only not to require , 'what others: 
owe us, when Providence hath diſ-enabled, 
| themto pay us, but alſo to give them more, 
ro ſupport their feeble ſtate withalt) behold! 
Tyjuftice, in propriety of ſpeech. What, 
defrandings is there one of anorher ? How 
do men, not only - take all advantages of, 
their Brethren , to ger what is due to them, 
a5 to ſeize ona Mortgage , when the Mort- 
Sage 


ervering , Fc. thenlet mine arm fall from wy 


Wy 
mA _ 4 
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f rage-money cannot be paid, /or- 1G ſue A 
bond, or turna man our of his leaſe, when 


& 


the day of paymenc'is mitt, &'c. bur alfo take 
advantage ttom thie netetTicies of the poor t0 
byer-reacu them:, to get, from them , either 
their houſes or goods, to.5e ſure what is not 
their own ? Havenort we prinded-the fates of 
the poor ? God will reckon tor this ſpeedily: 
Look over che Prophets, and ſee whether un- 
mercifulineſsand uar:ighteouſnefs ever went 
unpunithed:; . | 

2p few are there who met? to dthers , 8s 


4 they would hdve them co mealure co-them- 


ſelves ? The rate of Chriſt 4 whereby -peace 


' amons inen_wonſd be preſerved; and much 


| 


intere(t; 


ſcandal prevented, is not heeded by us. We 
do not deal with 6thers ,' as we would be dealt 


*st , though Chritt ſayes unto us, Al things 174r, 7, 
what/dever ye would that men ſhould do unts 5. 

jou, do ye even- ſo unto them : for this 5; the Ph 
Law and the 3: qu » and though we areal-$ 


ſo exhorred by the Apoſtle ro follow whar'e- 
ver things are ne, and hone, and juſt, and 
pare; and twely,. We are apt to; follow a mul- 
tetwde ro do evil, what the greatet part of che 
world are wont t6 do, is the rale whereby 
wetter ; hence we vary from that tule of 
righteouſneſs, which the Lord hath preſcri- 


bed: through the prevalency. of: ſelf-love , | 

through a covetous humour , we are loth to Asro Sel- 

heed ,: what may any whit thwart a worldly _ | 
. 4d fu4 | +410 


. How common , bat curſed a pronciple is it 


"4 


- as much ' 
"_ es 3. as can be 
that every man may get for his wares , as much gor, 

% * : Z as | js \ 


Thetr 1#jufticey MM 
thers neceſſities , or of their want of skill-: 
Hence bad wares are put into mens hands for * 
good wares , or elſe unreaſonable demands 
_ are made to the prejudice of the buyer: would 
we be ſo dealt with ? . 
Over- When men depend upon our honeſty and 
reaching ingenuity to ſell rhem a good pennyworth., 
thoſe that py common is it With a glaverins tongue, and 
wm ſeeming affe&ion to our Neighbours good, to 
over-reach him, and cheathim , though he re- 

poſeth confidence 112 us? | 
Asking H ow commonly do men demand a farr greater 
more ſum for their wares, than they will accept? Here- 
than they by they ſhew an opprefſing mind , if their 


_willac- Cyſtomers would but comply with them. The 


PE; Onakerswillriſe up in Judgement , to con- 


demn this generation. Is it not a foul ſhame, 
chat they by their light within ( which ar beſt 
3s but the light of a natural Conſcience ) 
ſhould exceed others, who pretend to an 
higher principle , even the light of Grace? |} 
But O ! howdo men mind profic more than | 
ther own honour and reputation , yea ( which | 
is more inexcuſable ) than the reputation of | 
Chriſt and bis Goſpel? 'The name of God ſuf- | 
fers , not ſo much when thou arr rotten beart- 
ed in thy Cloſet , as it. doth when thou arr a 
Cheater in thy Shop. But wo and alas! Men 
are ſo ſet upon gain , that they. can be con- 
tented to be voiced for Cheats and Couſe- 
ners , ſo they may but greaten their Eſtates : 
This is a ſalve for their ſoar:: they cannot be 
ignorant how the Goſpel ſuffers , and how 

many 


# he can? Hence men take advantage of os 
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4 4 many prejudices are Rirengrhned.in the hearts _ 

*Y 7 of wicked men againit Re. rgion', by" oblerving ' 

7 Profeftours unreaſonable dematids for their 

Wares, and-yer, they continue grievous ex> 

atters,  - Is:it. not matcer of lamentation, thac 

ſome profeſs, they . had: rathes deal. with; a 

Turk, or with a Jew, than with ſuch''and 

ſuch a Chrift:;a#-2+And chat they: nieet with _- 

fairer Quarter from Drankards, &c. inthe - 

Frades., "chan frym- Reid By reaſon of , .* .. 

”  yOUthe Nameof God is blaſphemed among the **9W. Ze 

Gentiles, Whierein doth your. Lygbt ſhine bes 24+ 

fore men ? They cannot diye:into your: hearts, 

they can only diſcern yourr::a&ions: They 

know.not whityour Love to. Ged is, chough 

|. you pretend much to knowled$e z yet knows. - :;: 
ledge void ofchariry arid honeity z3-1s to them 

; nabomimttons ;, on ne ne gut 

a ; How few trade in fear , liſt by getting an Nor (ear- 

) Eſtate, they Ioſe God , and a good Conſcience? ing Souls 

1 | When onetold Latimer , Fhat the was: Cou- lolses, ©-, 

> | 

1 

1 


ſened in paying for Knife double to whar it FR. .? 
was worth ,: Nos; '( ſaid he )::He hath not tou- gains. 

1 |x| fenced me: bat bis awn Conſcience; '' No won- 
f | «<erthac- Tradeſmen complain.of deadneſs in 
- | Their Families and Cloſets, , and imptite it to 
fo. their Callings,; (.and:. thereby \' charge Gad 
a implicitly) Tar It is not their Calling hath 
n fraitned antt deadned their hearts) cowards © © 


1 :God 5\ but th&irzoppieſhonand deceit in their 
e- | bufineſſes, hath provoked God. to. leave 
;: | themy andchentheyare', in the- buſineſs of 
e 'God\,* fibers plyzDove; without. an heart. 
Hath not God exprefly charged you , Let #0 


73A 


% 
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t Theſ *mman goe beyoud ,. or over-reach another in any |; 
6, ** matter, beekuſe that the Lord' isthe Avenger | 
4+ Ve "of all (ach? The vengeance of God is upon * 
thee, 1a the ſtraitneſs of thy Spirit in Du- 
ties , and without Repentance ic wiſl fol- 
1ow thee, till ic hach Jaid thee in the Pit of 
Hell. Ro” 
Ingroſs- = How do men labour to ingroſs all Trade to 
. ingall themſelves, by exclaimmg againſt their 
Trade, Neighbours , and by »nder-ſellizg them , art 
'-* onetime, thar they may engage the Buyer to 
become cheir Cuſtomer , of whom they witl 
furely fetch our their penny-worths , in the 
next _ that 15 driven ? 
Boaſtng © {ow do men boaſt of their ſelling their Com- 
of ſelling 920d:tres at ſuch and ſuch Rates , though their 
roo dear, Conſciences muſt needs ſuggeſt to them , chat 
they have over-ſold them , and therein have 
declined the rules of moderation and righ- 
teouſneſls ? | 
na When you have ſelled roo dear, and ſo 
make Re- cheated your Brother , though Conſcience , 
Kicurioo, in times of ſickneſs and danger , begins to 
contend with:you about it , yet bow loth are 
you ta make wy Meta for the wrong you heave 
offered? How unlike are you to them in Ne- 
-hemiah? Then ſaid they, We will reflore them, 
. and will require nothing of them z, ſo will we do 
-as thou ſayeſt. If a Nehemiah hould ſay, So 
God fhake out every man from bis houſe , and 
from his labour , that performeth not this pro- 
wiſe , ever thay be be ſhaken out and emptied, 
you would:hardly ſay Amen , and praiſe the 
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: £E , | 
” mMWhen men buy a Commodity , how apt are, 


Ma of 
> 4 


; zlns they fo arſ commend zt 3 TO bring down the Buyers, 


hz EL 


” price, toſay, Ir i naught, when all the crying 


while they know it is offered on &alle terms ? ove 'tis 
How do Buyers take the Advantage of the 228M 
Seller's Ignorance of che worth of his own __ 
Goods ? There is a c#r/ed Proverb amongſt .-- 

E ngliſh-men , but'sn too great requeſt, That a 

man may not only ſell 2s dear ,. but buy as 

cheap as he can. Few like Auſtin, that boughs 

2 Book, at an unskilful Stgtrover's bands , 

for an inconliderable price , and afterwards 


' - gave the value of it. Bread of deceit is ſweet Prov. 


to 4-man, but afterwards bis mouth (hall be filled 20.17, 


with ravel, X 

How often do Bayers (even as Sellers often Saying a 
fay, they w.l nat , they cannot take a penny They will 
leſs for ſuch a Commodity , ſo )_ a»ſwey , 87-29 

= 2X2” 6 more, 2nd 

that they will nat give a farthing more , for yer do, 
what they have cheapened., and yer all the 
while intend to come up to the Seller's, 
price ? | Y RY nt | 

How cenimon's it , for men to take #þFajling ar 
Wares , and ta promiſe payment at ſuch a day , the day 
ard yer faily Yea, how do they promiſe , of pay- 
thaugh they know they ſhall not. be able to 
be ag good as their word ? Ir were better for 
thee to begs & y. bread , than thus to ſteal 
from thy Neighbour. Thou art aſhamed to 
begs, as he of ofd : thou houldſt be aſhamed 
much more” .to do worle, »;z, to defraud - _, 
thy Neighbour, Thagetting of treaſures by p,y,,: 
a lying tongue , ug avanity., toſſed to ard fro, 5 
of them that feek death :' It is a thing very _ 
7 TIT © IS 
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246 mh Sieln 


- 27 ' frequent”, , to 31 to and fro, but zc 4s A vanity, 
| ry ey thar iſe ifare F elones de /e , they do. 

THIS but ſeek. death : and deft;uttion by i 
Rag * How few are "there ; - That in their baying and 
Buyers "Aline, give a proof. of their lovirg their 
a:d Sel- Neigbbours As them elves their Ne: 3nbours 

| ler borh, * goods and welfafe as their own ? 
p «<Q! Waen will ye be holy in all. manner 
k-8fo'S *6 of converſation ? Haly in. your Tradec, as 
7 = cc well Is int your Church- Aſſemblies } ? Holy 
© in the Shop P,> And i in all ſecular, employments? 
.©© So holy, as ro abide with God in your Cal- 
& [ing ; p Wien will 'ye rrade for God, ra- 
& ther than: for*Self ? When will ye lakour 
Eph. 4.< with your havds, that ye may be able to 2 gives 


38, _ and not” onl ro receive? En "will © ye, 
EN '« trade in fear » and be im 2h? Ns of the Lord: 


af all the day; ' and that, Tefty6nr Shs op ſhoufd 
«þrove your bane ; and whilſt ſeekirs after 
{frhe Mammon of this life ; * + e be true 
« Subſtance? Ts this thy Pray 

£ entere(t upon thy Calling? (© thac, it 
.- - «ewere ! "Lord" h2l> m3:r0 "ole for thee , 
© "xe whiltt for my fe Felf; - and bans of my 
"C..n® Neighbours Soul, Body, Godds , as well as 
"ee r my 0w0n. by 3; bj 

L How few, ammg. a f: 
_ Traders » 9 Fas to Czſi r oi 
rhe* King, Czſar's ? Hierome long” {inc , 


Hat forts of 
Pigs. that are 


[ .told you, 


Stealing That Ceſar i not Prager © Appellative.. 
called Cefers, from 


Cuftomes, a 1]'the Ettiperours wete C 


| Fulins Caſax.. rus NS 
Confder How Gn you; quiet your EConfetences to 
2gx'=**>, Real Cuſtome,, as Many, 'of you do 2? Y hat is 
zt 


before thon | 


— _ a —om— —_—_— 


Their Injuffice. 


x E-) it » (ave the Law, that gives you right to all 


ou have? And by the Law, {0 much of your 
Goods is the King's: it is alienated from you 
to his Crown and Revenue : How dare you 
cheat him ? Should you think ic hard meaſure 
to pay ſo great a tribute > Have you forgot 
what Chriſt (who came under the Law ) dd? 
Though tribute was exaced of him , when 
che Children were free, yet he would work a 
Miracle, rather than give offence , in deny- 
ms to pay the Fine , that was impoſed on 
him, #hy ao ye not take the ſafeſt courſe , if 
it be a diſputable matter 2 To be ſure you will 
not give effence to God, to the King, to your 
Conſcience , by paying Cuſtomes ; but you 
may to all. by defrauding. Do'you herein as 
you wonld be dealt with? It you were the 
Head , would you have the inferiour em- 
bers impoveriſh the Head ? If you were the 
Political Father , would you have your Chil= 
aren cheat yon ? - Do not you by bribes and 0- 
therwiſe , tempt the King's Officers to be falſe 
to their truſt, and to damn their Souls by per= 
jury and treachery ? 

Laſtly, Conſider , 'that ſe/f- love, and ſelf- 
intereſt are prevalent, _ as to make you to fa- 
vour and enrich your ſelves, ſo alſo to bribe your 
mnds and judgements , and to enſlave them to 
Jour baſe paſszons. O! Confider how apt is 


Matl7. 
24z 25 3 
26, 37. 


every one unequally to favour himſelf, and 


to ſuck in any corrupt and abſurd reaſonings, 
whereby he may greaten himſelf , though by 
the riine of others? Tf you ſay ( as rhey of 
the Silver-ſhrines , This brings 7n our gain ) 


bk. — 
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Their Injofttce. & 
We cannot ſublifſt without ſtealing Cy-? 
fRomes : How elſe can we live 2 A Father * 
, Will tell you , Indigna vox Chriſtians, &c. 
4t ill becomes a Chriſtians month, to aih, How © 
ſhall T live> Not one that Chritt call'd to 
_forſake Trades and Profeſſions , did ever an- 
ſwer him , Imuſt not g:ys over my- gain : 
They only reformed , or re{ixquiſhed ticir 
Trades, when Chriſt call'd them. T!l you 
can relinquiſh unlawtul gains ; you are none 
of Chrilts Diſciples, Thoſe in. the eAls, i 
that burnt their unlawful Books , tO the loſs of 
thouſands , ſhewed themlelyes true Con- 
verts , /o mightily grew the Word and prevail- 
ed. Ol! When 7 yre ſhall be converted, 


Iſs. 23, ber trading and dealings ſhall be ſacred, Her | 


18, 


Their 


Lying. 


merchandiſe, and her hire ſhall be holineſs tothe 
Lord. Sg | 4, 
Here give me leaye to add rhe Fin of Lye- 
ng , t00 t00 common among all ſarts of 
Traders , as well as others. And truly this 
Sin comes not improperly under the Head of 


V. Pa. Injuſtice, Juftice., even when it is not ta- 
erick's ken moſ? largely , ( ſoitigtaken forall Relie - 
Epicome gion ) comprehends our whole duty to our 


of Mans 


Puty. 


46. 


Neighbour , as to matters.:of. right ; Thus , 
by vertue .of che fifrh Commandemenr,, :to 


: 432 de juftly , js to give our Parents their due ho- 


nour , whether they be Natural , Civil, or 


Spiritual : In reſpett of the ſixth, it is co | tk 


reſerve the Life of our Neigbbour, and to 
ave a care, that we injure.him not in. his 


beeing : 1n reference to the.ſeweuth , it ist@ 


preſerve his juſt Relations 2.206 nor touch 
| Mary ZLEM » 


VS Vt O38, Fo. fv. fn T6... 


hem , - or cauſe the violation of their faith to 
fo. bim < in reference to the eighth, it is tO 


F& preſerye his eftate , and not meddle with his. 
F goods ; the gtb, requires that we preſerve 
- I his good name, and not defame him , nor do 


any prejudice to his credit, no more than we 


#$ would to his eſtate ; and by vertue of the 


tenth, we are to moderate our very dehres, ſo 


 45-n9t tO eavy him that which 6s his,nor to /ovg 


to have it in our poſleſſion, To be ſure there 


& 15 righteouſneſs co. be look'd . after in words - 
and expreiſions,, as well as in deeds and aQi- 

| ons. But alas ! How doth the ſv of lying a- 

' 4ord among us 2>( And no, wonder when 


Perjury is ſo common a linng ) for this God Hof, 4; 
bath'a centroverſie with the Land. Is there 1, 2, 
notneed tO take heed every one of his Newgh- 
bour , and not to truſt in any Brother? will not Fer. 9. 
every one deceive bis Nyighbogr yz and not 41 5+ 


ſpeak the truth 2 Have not they tayght their 


tongue to ſpeak lies? It you are not congemmg- 
lyers ,, or falſe-wuneſs-ljers, yetare you not 


 revidng-lers ? Do you not upon every petty 


difference ſpeak of one another-ye care not 
what? do ye not ſpread lying defamati- 


ons 2 + heard the defaming of many ---=- 70” Tere 20, 


port ſay they , and we will report. Is not the, 


fawning+ her. common among us > Their words * 


are the words of Facob , . but. their. bands are 


' the hands of ſaw. T he words of their wonths py... 
I 


are ſmoother thay. butter , but warr 4 in their, 
bearts + their words are ſofter than ozl, yet are © 
they dr awn { words : therr 15.n0 Zaubfals 5 313 
their month , their throat 15 an open ſequlcher. 
= Upon 
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252 Their Injuſtice. 

Upon tnis occation give me leave to uſe Da 

'vid's Prayer, Help Lord', for the godly man; 

Pſal.1 2, *ceaſeth' ,*for thi fairhful fail from among the 

1,2, Children of men, Why, wherein conlifts' 
their ungodlineſs ? they ſprak,vanity every one 

"wich bis Neighbour : Wkhþ fiatteriug lips, and 

with a donble heart do they ſpeak, 1s there not 

-alſo many/a Newes-relling yer among us ? 

They believe in their Conſciences , that tit is 

falſe , whar-they relate ; 'atid'yer, to promote 

Hof. 7. an imeyeſt, forte make hearts glad with lyes, 

J- chey will ſpread chat which is falſe. How : 
many'oficro m-lyers have we , who tell lyes 

for ſome g00d, end ( as they think? ) The. 

: © -* ligheft endiis Gods'glory ; but will ye Seat, 
Jeb 113, wickedly for Gol, and talk deceirfully for him ? 
T. The Vulpar reads the Text , Namgquid Deus 
#4 andiget veſtromendacio? It contains a truth , 
though nor 'the' ſenſe of the place : hat ! 

hath God med of your je? It is a diſhonour 
co-God'to be'thus help'd. And if we mnt 

'not ſpeak evil, that goodmay come to'God , 
ure:then we may not ( whatever the Rowan 
-DoRours'teich us ) ſpeak exit, that good 

"Way come. to onr ſelves. 

Coalider- |, How <an you think yon are. Gods Chil- 
arions, :; Cren ? - God engapgeth himſelf for his people , 
peainſt "that ſwrely they will not lye , ſarely they are my 
Lying. p:ople , children that will » lye. Auſtin long 
1[4.. 63- agoegavehis' judgement concernigg lying , 
Yo , - that 4manmiiftnortell alje to'ſave the whole 
world: if ut'wtye ( faith he) 29 ſave thy Father 

or thy Mother ont of Hell , if poſe Sibly vt conld 

be , thon.maſt not tell a lhe , or sf ut were to ſave 
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4 K:rgdom from Eris: Ang es to" gain 


[alittle mirch., or. to. gain, A pen nny , or 10 
" prevent the frowns of a Superiout,. how. do.. - 
ſome teach their tor gues to je? ? Not confider- 


ing , that among the ſzves things fovd are $20 Prove 6, 
abomination to the Lord, lying © 1s Bn 2, JE ea 317, 
4 


(. as one obſeryes ). he repeats kwice z 


| thopgh under ſeveral ns; . that "ll ters Rev. 21. 
Pak have their portzon in the barning 1 lake : ; that g, 


erein they are like unto the Devit, n) | ir is T it. 102 


F, ather of lzes., and-moſt unkke i vaſe 3, 


| cannot "kg Q then | put away lying.» and Eph. 4+ 
F ſpeak the truth ; .away Kc. mental releryati- 25« 


ons, and Jeſ aitical XquiVOcationg, . Let thy 
tongue be the faithful interpreter of chy heart. 
Be fairkfal in yoar , promiſes and engage- 
ments, be not 1ea and nay. Remember:C;- 

cero the Hearhen's ſaying : None but, the moſt 
villanogs will aecerye him , who had Teen i e 
if he had not wrafeas.. og 
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Their” Chineihe?” 


F ere be ſo ch, 4nrighte on fs; 3: no Profeſzorg 
FE; der that 6 find oh nh vis 5 Cover- 
he muſt not be forgot , when we remeEm= ouſnels; 
ber the evil of our WAYS, Coyetoulneſs is 


the 
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6.10, v1, It was 7ezabels coverouſneſs that made? 


V. 4; dE unjuftly deprive N aboth of his Vineyard. 
Mich, 6 Seine on his mheritance.-- Flefere </ nequeo 
5 Pg Saperos , acheronta movebo » If I cannot pre- 
Mar * Vail with Heaven , I will to Hell for an E- 
21,38, ftateishe voice of covetouſneſs : yea (which 
17+3% is more fadly co be conſidered ). this 1s, that 
which will put men, not only upon nſuſtice 


7 © 20 otherey bureo Grd himſelf; it will make f 
19108 > to Divine | 


them'offer. violence to Re 
honogy ,- and whatever is facred in the world, 
all theſe ſhafl be proſtituted to ſerve the ends 
of covetouſneſs. That man will ſtick at no 


abuſe of God , whoſe God is his gam, How 


notorious was that of one of the holy fathers 

of Kore , a Pope, O quantas divitias peperit 

bac fabnls Chrifts | O how Sainfull unto us 

hach been che fable of Chriſt! And is not co- 

vetouſneſs and earthly mindednefs an Epide- 

Eccleſ. wcal (inne 2 Solomon calls it an evil diſeaſe 

6.2. Tiscalled by one Awrugo , the yellow jaun- 

 dife, which makes the lick perſon look yel- 

low all over. This is the Grave which never 

Prov, faith , it i* ghiygh7 bybllike Solomons Horſe- 

30.15, leech it cries give, grve. Of! what bound- 

| _*  lefs appetites haye. many,,. who. can neither 

ule what they have, hor put a period co. 

what they deſire : as inthe Sea one wave ri- 
ſeth above another , ſo here eyery dehre. 
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This is the heir , come let us kill him, aud | 


i: ' bayinþis ou-gone by a heww delite, CES] 


| Are not your great caxes for riches 1 Do not... 
your thoughts thus ran'out, Of how ſhall Ie in fe. 
thrive more in the world , get more eftate, veral pars 
| Cuſtome? but nor, 'O ! how ſhall T pet the riculars, 
. fayonr of God , the pardon of my 'fitis and 
victory over my lufts > | how anxiousand fol- 
licitous are you, -every day for the world, 
but how flat in your coming to have the T- 
. mage of God renewed ? How dejefted are you 
$ when you miſs of a good bargain? 'or when you 
' meet with ſome loſs by Sea or Land ? Bur 
how little tronbled if you loſe an opportunity | 
'of communion: with 'the Lord ? How joyors 
' are you when a little of the world comes #m? but 
| how little pleas'd with'the ' galleries > wherert 
| the beloved may be held? How are men pleaſ- 
ed with the earth, but find no,more relliſh 
in Chriſt and his ways, than in the rp 
an cope 2? hat great journeys have you taken, 
pt pi [4h and Land , to EAvROnd ? 
und hardly can goa mile ortwo to meet with 
God ? How is every opportunity laid /bold of to 
get more tothe heay ? But, do not you' remain 
contented , with the leaſt meaſures of grace , 
yea with ſorkewhat below grace? '' How oft 
have you left your meat to ſerve' a Cuſtdmer ? 
but when ſo , to ſerve the Lord Jeſus Chrif? 
How few deſign for riches, as a means to carry 
them to a fire end'? They ſhould'be but as 
the rounds of a-Ladder ; not to ſtand upon , 
butthereby ro aſcetid higher, even to plory, 
andto the new Hieruſalem : Butalis! few 
defire the world in ſubordination to God, and 
35.3 means to glorifie God ; but tlie _ 
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ſue earthly: things in abedjence to Gods. call} 
How many .out.of a. delize of filthy lucre ? 
Hywm few ſeek.the World with an holy indiffer- 
evcy 3 How few reſerve their zeal , and, hot- 
teſt endeavours , for heavenly things ? Is 


Pſ6,4-6-00% the. general cry ; bs will ſhew us any 
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gaod?. We.nieed no proof of this, there are 


inſtances every where: - How , for the get=. 
ring of 6 penny, will ſame debarr themſelves of! 


Ordinances 2 Is it.nota ſufficient excuſe with 


ſome ,. for nor attending. on the Worſkip of 


God , that they met with a Cuſtomer, .thar 
kept them from the Ordinance ? D och not the 
Clack: ftrike too faſt, whilſt thor art ſelling to 
advantage? Doth not time run away to;tali? 
Doft thou not wiſh thou could with Joſhuab 
cauſe the Sunto ſtand ſill 0n a Market-day , 
or on aFair-day, when trading is quick? 
But.O } The Fexton- is,þlamed for 'fufferin 

the Clock to ſtand ſtillona Sabbach day .,. an 
when thouart in che Worſhip of God,-.O! 
then will the Sabpath be gone? When: will 


the Dury'be over, that. we may ſell. Hopf 


_ oo o 


wary Hypocritied omt-cries are there agai 

the World? O! Iteats up my time: .O-1" I 
eats up myſpirics,: Itrobs.me. of communion 
with God-:-;We fay:-it is an Enemy 5 ,and .y& 
wecanboſome this Snake lodge this ;:Ene+ 
my, that. Gad would have us to-kill, */forrefi 
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rhey love the World , the leſs God is loved 23 
 * xer riches, the leſs alter God. How few pure 
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 Thijr\Covetouſneſh.. = 
| How oft hath God charged thee againſt Co- Eogggers 
wetonſneſs? T ake heed and beware of it : TWOxtions to 

Fwords to che ſame purpoſe , alllittle enough withdraw 
| to take thee off from earthly purſuits. How Þ*® Tone 
apparently bath. God mith-drawn from thee Cann xa 
ever ſince thou waſt taken with this Dalulah # 7p, 

H ow hardly art thou pull'd oat of the deep pit, x2, 15, 
and miry clay , to Duty, much more to God! 
And wilt tho be rich ? Art thou reſolved to 

run into the bryars? Then farewell tothee, 
 noc only inciwe2,' but to eternity. How many 14 at, 
convittions and impreſſions of the bleſſed Spirit 13,23, 

Þ have your worldly cates choaked? How have 
 F your inordinare defires of riches puzled, your 
- | Souls, and diverted them from minding and 
, | improvins the counſells of God and Conſci- 
2 | Ence? BurO! How unyeaſonable are earthly 
? | proſecutions in this day of Goas wrath; When 
; | God is plucking up by the roots, now.to be. 
; | feeking great things for our ſelves', to have 
? | 3arnck's lore running on us , this makes us Jer. 45s 
s the more inexcufable ſinners. This is alto- #/r. 
$ 


gecher unſeaſonable , this is no time forit, 
|] this is ignoble, yea baſe, O that we were 
4 || aſhamed of ir ! We ſay, The la#t dayes are 
oy | perillous dayes; we pretend to expe the Croſs, 
of | and is this good preparation for the Croſs of 
I:} Chriſt , to /oad our ſelves with thith clay, to. 
on crack our Conſcrences, and thereby to incurr. 
Gods farther diſpleaſure ? How unlike art 
thou to the primitive {onverts? Paul, when 
converted, counts 4 ng, but dung in com- Phil. 3 
apo of C _ And Zachers no ſooner” 
uad a work of grace begun upon him ow: 
EY wn 
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256- Thtir Covetonſuſs! 
down went the. World , faſter than ever it? 
went up : He parcs from riches wich more! 
freedome than he ſouzhrt them : The half of 


Euke my goods I give to the poor 5 and if | have 
19.8. wreuged any man, 1 will reſtore four-fold: - 


' Fohn, the beloved Diſciple , afirms, Thar | 
x Fohn there is an-inconfitency between loving the F 
2.15. Father, andtherld ; and that whoſoever 
I John x born of God, cvercometh the World : But 
Fo 4+ alas ! Our hearts are as Cities without walls; 
the World hath a thorow- fare iti them , and 
may come 'and goe without any Paſs from W 
Heaven. How hath God put 4 remark. of .hit 
ſore diiÞleaſure upon 04r worldly endeavours ? 
- We have, todwell in our ſezled houſes, neg- 
5. le&ed Gods houſe , and ſaid , T he time is not 
- 4 p * come for the building the waſte places, for the 
$42 0 reſtoring the Worſhip of God, for the bu;/d- 
ing of the houſe of God ; and, how hath God 
cauſed many of us to yomit up our ſweet 
morſels, which we rolled urider our tongues ? 
_ O! Conſider your wayes : Te have ſowen much, 
and bring in little ; ye eat , butt have not e-f 
nough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with 
drink_; and be that earneth wages, earneth 
wages to put it into a baggy with boles, Hoy 
hath this Sin deadned you to all the Wor ſhip of 
God? How , by the interpolition of this 
dark body of the Earch , hath che light of 
Heaven, yea the light of Gods countenance, 
been darkned ? and how hath thy Soul been 
benighred and clouded? They fay, If a 
Knife be pur into the Earth , 16 will loſe its 
edge : I am (ure of this experiment, That 
Teen "ns" Qbeiſtiony 
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F E Ki b Thers: Cove tbuſ Be Go » 
"Chriſtians ,- who were once lively and aQive 
> for God, yet by engagins their hearrs co the 


; 


I 


IO 


'. World, they have loit their zeal, their keen- 


neſs, and cheir luſtre , which once they had. 
When chou haſt gained time from thy buli- 
neſs to think of God , and to diſcharge duty , 
haſt not. thou-miſs'd thine heart? haſt not thou 
left and loſt it in the crond ? How doſt thou 
debaſe thy ſelf hereby > The curſe of Chans 1s 
upon thee , a ſervaut of ſervants thou art , 4 
{lave to that whick thou ſhould rule over : 
God did not give thee a reaſonable Soul, that 
thou ſhouldſt:chooſe the Serperrs curſe , tO 
crawl and live upon the Earch.- O ! What 
ſordid praiſes have fome ftoop'd unto , for 
the getting this Worlds riches ? Ahab, to 
gain a few handfulls of earth , dares walk to 
ic throngh. NV aboth's bowells. Judas, to 
pocket thirtyPieces , will venture co betray 
his Lord, and the Lord of Heaven and Earth. 
O ! cremble co think what ſad effets your 
Covetouſneſs may have upon you before you 
dye. Dems left Chriſt , loſthis Soul, ſhip- 


. wrack'd his faith , and all rs embrace this pre- 


ſent evil world. And if thou make hat to 
be rich , ſhalt thou be innocent? Waecher thon 
place thy confidence and hope in thy god, or * 
in.a golden calf - thou art guilty of Tdelatry , 
of having other Gods beſides the rrue God , 
and ſo-doſt as highly offend the true God : 


and God uſually gives up fuch men unto 7,,, , 


Foun judgengents., Tt makes me fear you 
ave not taſted of the upper ſprings , becauſe 
che puldle of the World is till ſweer to your 
| = taſte. 


t mm 


taſte. 1Vo.mm9n ( ſaith Chriſt) having drunk 
old wine , ſtraightway 
ſaith , the old zx better, It you had taſted of 
the joy , peace, , mercy., and .comforts 'of 
\Chriſt , . your earthly comforts would be dif- 
Gal. 6. reliſhed : If you did glory 4n the Croſs of 
14 Crit the World would be, crmeified to you , 
and you wito the World, The tweetneſs of 

Chriſt would drown all Creatyre-ſweernels. 

Pſa. $4 Bur alaſs! To which of us, # one day in Gods 
* © Courts better than a thouſand. elſe-where? 
Auſtin ſaid , If one drop of the poyes of Heaven 


TO, 


might fall into Hell, it would drown all the. 


bitterneſs of Hell : So would it drown all bit- 


terneſs in the Soul, andall the. ſweetneſs. in. 
| Worlaly comforts would be: 
to0 courſe, too flat, too low to recreate: 


the World. 


your hearts. Did ye bur know the hozey and 


m1lk of Canaan, ye would not fo much mind: 


the Onyons of Egypt. No man can ſerve two 


Atat. 6 


deSþiſe the other : ye cannot ſerve God and 


Mammon., O!_ PYhata ſurpaſſing mdignuy 
S1 rerram z5 this to Ch's/t ,. toſet him below the: foot-ſtool, + 
amas teI= to value thirty Pieces of Silver before, him: ; - 
to preterr Earth, before Heaven, . preſent-- 
things before future; that the love of God ,-: 


Ia &S, 


Aup. 


the. recompence of reward , ſhall not lye 


nearer the heart, than the treaſures of Egypt? + 


O ! hat a miſerable life doſt thon live > This 
| Sin brings an Hell with:it : thou art the De- 
1 Tim, vil's Martyr. They that will be rich, fall into 
6.9, temptaiion, and a ſnare , ani intomany fooh(h 
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* Maſters : for euher he will hate. the one , and. 
*4- love the other ; or he will cleave to the one, and. 


and . 


deſireth new., for he 
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and hurtful Inſts , hich drown mien in deflru- 
> 2:04 #nd perdition. - Thou enjoyeſ# neither 
”. 0, nor the Porld : Thy only happineſs is a 
fancy: And''this is thy 'grear miſery , thar 
thou ſtill defireſt that whith will never ſaticfe - 
thy delires 5; The- more thigh þaſ# of the 
World 5; the nivre thou wane : the more 
thou drinkeſ#, the more thou rhirfieſt : a 
Dropſey is upoirthee , and thoi knoweft it _ . 
F riot: - Diſconrtent-is alwayes the Companion Yer 
| of Coverouſnels.” Ler your converſation be eger_ 
* withont covetouſteſs : and bt content with ſuch Fx. 
4 things at you" have; Why witt thou ſet thite Hh. 
ejtr uport that which is nor > Gtace and Godli- x5 5. 
neſs'is ſubtanee © Why , with Efop's Dogs, Prov. 
wilt thou fer g6e'the /b/tance cfor a ſhadow ? 27, 5h 
The- things of- the World'are f4ncres , he 4.8.2 r* 
things of God realities. What pod is'there to Ecole {. 
tht Owners of riches, ſaving the brhdlding think 5 x. 
with their eyes? Donot you All this while bear 
falſe witheſ3 lax God ; Do not: you pro- 
 clatm tothe World', tliat God is not enough 

to ariſwer,' to fill your delires, and thar 
therefore y6u"got out after the Creature ? 

I:it nothingts you , to cal God, who is all- 
ſafficienr , Who is 4 fountain of living Water's 
4 barren Wildtrveſs > | Be aſtoniſhed, O je 
Heavens ," at this 5" and be biryibly afraid, be 5, - 
Je very deſolate, ſairh th? Lord ; for my peo- = =” Ss | 
Pt Gave cotilitted two twille's thry have for- | 2 333 
ſaber bb, | i Fobntain of living waters » and" 
bewed them obt | ciſternes , broken ciſternes, 
that (#1 holds arer, O Gtttepation, ſet ye 
the'rpord "of the Edd; Fave I been 4 Wit- 

| R 2 derneſs 


Ce ee nn ee EE SE OO I Ie eta: > gn neg _ 


Their Covetouſneſt, _ 0 
. dernt(s unto Iſrael? a Land of Darkneſs ?? 
therefore ſay my people , We are Lords , wel 
. will come no more unto thee > Hereby you break, 
the conjugal Relation: God looks enyou as | 
* Adalterers and Adnltereſſes, and will judge 
- you accordingly. God expe that his breaſts 
. 5. ſhould ſatisfie you, and that you be alwayes ra* 
viſhed with his love : and dare you tell the 
World , that your God hath deceived your? | 
and that you were miſtaken 1n-your choice-of | 
God ? and therefore after other Loyers:you 
will goe? No wonder , that. for the iniquity 
Iſa.5 7. of our covetouſneſs, God be wrath , and (mite W 
"F. #. Weare greedy of more,,. but what b4Fve 
; we done with our former talents? Account we 
A1at. muſt for oxe-, for two, for. tex talents: the 
25.5. more we have, the greater ſtill will. be. our 
account. There is a reckoning day at .hand. 
Phil.4.5 O chat our moderation were known to all men , 
becauſe the Lord is at hand. - if thou art not 
ſincere , Tam as ſure as this Book 1s in thy 
hand , thou wilt curſe the time that eyet 
thou hadit an Eſtate, and wilt wiſh thou had 
been a Beggar , for then thou had(t nor. ſo 
much to anſwer for before God. 7t 1s cer- 
| tazn ( though ſome donbt it ) that thou ſha! 
17Tim. carry none # thy eftate away with-thee;, nothing 
6.7, I15tobe carried away, faye guilc, to Hell; 
| in Caſe of 7;/-3mprovement of an Eftate 3 yea, 
if you have hor: rendred unto God accordiny 
2 Chron, to what you have recezved , the heaping up. off 
32,25, wealth, is but the charging of thy account 
thou muſt account , hew thou haſt diſburſed 
to a farthing, I will ſuppoſe thou haſt (by: 
| neg © 


LI negleQts of thy general Calling, and by riſing 
> vp carly , and fitting up lare') gained.an 
*” Elate , thou mayeFF put all thy gar in thine 

'  ges, and neverſee the wirſe, What will thy 
ERate advantage thee , when the Arrows ot 


; World advantage thee , when the Gout , 
_ Feaver, burning Peſtilence , &ce are upon 
\.& thee? Whar, haſt thou ger only that which 
© may ſtand with Gods eternal hatred? Never 
| count thy gains , till thou haſt got that which 


= thou got, above that which God throweth 
 untothe Doggs; Shew me Childrens bread , 
or neyer boaſt of thy gains. Did you ever 
find any Child of God worſe for affliftions ? 
but have you not found many worſe for their 
pay 7-1 in the World > Jeſhurun waxed fat, 


Bills upon others , do not you run into ar- 
rears unto God ? And how witl you difcharge 
thoſe Suits , which God will «commence a- 
gainft you 2 hen you lye a dying , will ye not 
wiſh , that your time » your ſtrength , your 5þi* 
rits , had been powred forth upon better things, 
than thoſe of this life 2 That you has traded 
for Grace and Glory , rather than for the 
Gold of Ophzr , tor alictle gilt Clay? O ye 
yu ProjeRours for the World, I do eyen 
ore-ſee the troubles and horrours, the 
doubts and fears , the anguiſh 'and amaze- 
"13 ments of your Souls , which your uncertain- 
ſed) ties, azo your fature eſtate, will put you 
into, in your dying Rooms. How will you 
Ny R3 Lake 


15 inconſiſtent with Gods wrath. What haſt 


26r 


the Lord enter into thy Soul > What will the _ 


Dent. 
and kicked. Whilt you have Bonds and 32+15« 
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"Theer Conetouſueſs. 


<«. and negle&t the one thing neceflary ! Foo 
« thatT was ,. to ſet my thoughts and affecti- 
ec ons 0n-things below , ( none of which now 


« vive mea drop of water ro cool my tongue) 


and ro neglett the tiiings above! O! IT 
© had never heard of Chrift and Glory, L 
© had been more excuſable for my £archly 
© prolings. O! Howhave 1 diſquicted my 
« (elf mwvam? I have heaped up riches , and 
& know not who ſhall gather them. Had I been 


e 25 faithful ro Chriſt, asI was to Mammon, W 


« O! with what joy might I have removed 
« hence? What abundant entrance into the 


« everlaſting Kingdome might I have had2. 


O ! Labour co prevent the horrours of Death, 
and the gnawing Worm of Conſcience. Ir z;s 
fad, when the Sting of Death, and the Worms 


Conſcience ,, bite the man tovether. Riches a- 


vail not in the day of wrath : but righteouſneſs 
delivereth from death. Believe. it, it will cut 
you tothe heart, tro think, that leſs pains 
might have ſerved for eternal Lite , than you 
have beſtowed for. remparal Goods. 'T his 
plague attends the covetows man y the more be 
deſires , aud heaps up , the leſs be # deſired, 
and the leſs he i lamented when be dyes. He 
is like a_ Sming, that is g00d for nothing, 
whilſt he 1s alive ; not good to bear and carry, 
as the Hoxſe ; ,npr to draw, as the Ore ; nor 


to cloath.,, as the Sheep ; nor to give milk, 


as the Cowe; nor tO keep the box/e , as the 
O0gg; but rad ſolam, Worteny nutritur iro 


> 


4 


take-up ſuch language as this; © Fool, that I 4 
& was, tO ciumber my fe f about many things, 
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only to the. ſlaughter : So the covetous man 


Their. Kivy. 


doth no good with his riches whiltt he liveth-; 
but when he is dead, his riches core ro te 


diſpoſed of. The riches of a ſinner aredaid up Proy. 
for the juſt. How can you chooſe but trembk 13,22, 


at Dooms-day 2. You cannot defire the com- 
ming of Chriſt : If the Church cries, Come 
Lord Jeſus , come quickly , you cannot joy 
1n that Prayer , for that your kearts are glued 
to this preſent World : You preferr Pay &% 


1 ' before Paradiſe. It is tothe Saints loſs , to 
$  bekept fo long from Heaven ; but you count 


i:notſo. Yon cannot ſay, Thy Kingdome 
come. What will you do in that day , when 
all the Eſtate and Friends of D ;ves cannot re- 
lieve with a drop of cold water 2 -Riches are 


' like bryars and thornes, g00d oO ſtop gaps s 


but not to /ay #n our beds, and ſet our hearts 
upon , leſt we lye down in ſorrow. Few re- 
member the Devil's offer , ( All theſe things 
will give thee , is the laſ? temptation that old 
Profeflours are baited with. )- Take heed 
therefore and beware of Covetonſneſs. 


——— 


Their Ev). 
: NVY isa'Sin ſeldome confeſſed ,. but 
= yer mych diffuſed among. Proteſſours. F 


T he Spirit. that dnebeth in ns, luſteth to Envy. 1, c, 
"TM F, tha R 4  buſdet And? So 


Ir —— —— 


Their Env). 


. 


: And indeed C overonſne {s and Envy are never. 3 
aſunder : they are lins acainft the fame com- *? 


mand : Such as long , that what is cheir 


Neighbours, ſhould +be - theirs, envy to 


 him-that which is his : and ſuch as envy to 
him that which is his , long to have it to be 
' theirs. How delirous are Profeſſours to 
graſp all to themſelves ? And cherefore how 
apt are the very beſt to be envious at the 
power , greatneſs, riches, if not goodneſs 
of others 2 Noth not the experience that you 
have of. your own hearrs (if you be not 
firangers at home ) treftifie, that this Spirit 
is ſtirring and afting in you > The poor envy 


the rich, the baſe the honourable, as if they 
had the leſs, becauſe others have ſo much. 


- Some think that this was the fin that threw 
down the Angels from Heaven, that they 
envied 4dam's glory , in that he was made 
after Gods image, and that they relinquiſhed 
cheir glory to diveli Adam of his: To be 
fure, the Devil 'was reftleſs, till he had im- 
plunged 4dam. in the ſame fin and miſery , 
that he was brought into. Sure , maligning 
the proſperity of others , is not from the 
Spirit of God. He that giveth freely to all , 
would not have us to envy thoſe, to whom 
he gives more freely , than to. our ſelves ; 
and he thar giveth us more , doth not envy 
ns for what we have. If you haye not ſo 


muchas others, it is becauſe you are unfit 


to receive , not becauſe God'is unwilling to 


give. Donot we ſee how this poyſon dif-" 


the 


dr 
7 IL 


the Angels , ( as ſome think ) yet it was in 
ZEve: She envied the all-knowJedge of God, 
Pand muſt forſooth bave art leaſt an equality 
4 with God himſelf ; It was alſo ſtrong in the 
8 firſtman, that was born of 'a woman : and 
& weſtill ſuck ir in with our Mothers milk, and 
ic ſeldome dyes till we dye. This finne is 
commonly among people of the fate Pro- 
& feilion : One Mechanick envies _another , 
one Merchant another, one Scholar another, 
oke Gentleman another, one Commander 
another , as Sas} envied and hated David, 
W becauſe the Women ſang , that San! ſlew bis 

' thouſands, and David his ten thouſands , 
one Miniſter another, as thoſe in Payl's 
dayes , that envied him, 'and affeQed an high 
ſtrain of eloquence , on purpoſe to obſcure 
that reputation which Pax/ had got among the 
Churches. And happy had it teen, if this 
curſed {inne had dyed in that age, but it 
hath been fill working in all ages of the 
World. | 


Ts there riot a greater hey rtitude 11 #8 , 10 Eviden- 
than to credit and ced inde- 
exalt them? To write down their blots and — 


| hos bes TERS . others 
vertnes and graces y If we cannot reach O-gorth: 


thers by ;mitation, we will by calumnzation; | 


detr at fram mens worth , 


imperfeR&ions , than to ſet forth their due 


and therefore Lather ſaith, Envious men 
teed upon the dung of other men : They are 
Pike flies , that love to te upon ſores. It is 
; [admirable to ſee , how dull fghted weare, 


- [but quick Hgkted as Fogles to diſcern their 
4 + | IN- 


x 


as tothe yertues and graces of our Brethren, 


Dn rn er ew ee er cron ern eg errno nn rn nn 
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Mat imperteftions,: The beams of Veriue are hat 
"#t+ T4feen, 5. e. not taken notice of, but 4 mote nl 
” Brother's eye is ſoon eſpyed. _.. . _—_- 
Readineſs wy Are we aot more greedy [1/4 Yecerve and read ny E 
to recaivg "007 thes fg > whereby our N erghbour ts 1 amed [ 
and and abſcured, than we are to entertain and dif- þ 
ſpread de- fuſe what tends to his praiſe and glory? Andis Þ 
tamatiosngt this the reaſon hereof , v:z. the great * 
deſire we have to ſhine alone , and that we 
would none to vye with us in glory » much 
leſs to excell us therein 2? oe 
Is there not. ( ofi-times ) a fecret gladneſs md 
our hearts ;' when ſome ſad Providences affiuth 
others , im thetr Names, Goods, Health, andW 
Relations, that thereby they may be brought to 4 | 
fevel with as , or to an inferurity, m a lower | 
etate > When you have ſeen ſome Congpres 
cation wedged in with a concourſe of hea» 
rers, and yours thin and naked ; and when 
ſome haye been cryed up for their purity, 
eravity', aQivity , and zeal ; and when 0- 
thers have-greatened thetr parts , or eſtates , | 
and yours rather have been impaired , bave 
ye-not been ready even to bur{t with Envy 2 
Have you not been glad, when ſome blot 
hatch artended theſe , whereby they have fal- 
- ' Teninthateſteem , which once they had a- 
.-.  boveyou? | ; 
Diſliking There is no Enyy in. God ,. and his holy 
their own Anpel; :. tliey rejoyce at our advancement, 
en;oy- andatthe glory of the huttgane Nature: that 
ments,  itis ſo exalted above theirs; but unhappy 
we | that cannot ſee any excellency in. ano» 
ther , but we diſlike ovr own ex/07 0015 ,. and 
are 


Gladneſs 
in their 
being 
broughr 
lower, 


;: > eG Coeds oe oe EE nee 5 


ire more yexed at the welfare of our Neigh- 
dours, than we would be at our awn cala- 
T= miries. 2 popes 
[1 The Beaj?s do not enyy one another , but Confider- 
Men. do : yea, the Devils enyy not one 0 
| another : ſome Profjeſlonrs are herein worle qc hear 
_- than Devils. No,wonder if there have been from 
hatred , variance , emnlations, wrath, ſtrife, Envy- 
ſeditions , and herefies , whilſt exvy;ngs have Gal. 5. 
\ abounded amongſt us. You know the mi- 20+ 
ſerable effe& of Enyy in the firſt man , that 
' was horn of 4 woman : through Envy Cam 
' hated, and then kill'd his Brother Abel. = 
' Wrath is cruel, and Anger outragioug » but Prov. -« 


]| who 1s able to ftavd before Envy ? This 1510 27 4e 
filthy, ſoſhamefalalin, tharfewwillown ut : 
- Obſerve the confeſſions of men in Prayer, 
and Conference ,, and you will hardly find a 
| | Profeſſour acknowledge Envy. The malig- 
» | vity of this finappears , in that i ſrikes di= 
rely at the Providence of God, who diſpoſech 
1 | ofrhe inequality of mens conditions , accor- 
e | ding to his ſoveraignty and wiſdeme : It hath 
? | ataciaccuſation of God, for raiſing up ſome 
© ſo high, and laying others ſo low : Ir is 
- | deeply unſatisfied wich Gods bounty to the 
| Children of men ; that he gives ſo. liberally 
to ſome , whereas he is not bound to any. 
y] Whilſt others complain again} God, for 
vj making the World no. better, the envious 
ty man 6 troubled ,. that he hath done ſo well, | 
| for ſome of his Creatures. No wonder the G4, 5 
of Is xeckoneth Exvy among the groſs finsx g, 20, 
04 Mnrder » Hneleanmeſs, Tdalaqry y Witch-21. 


craft , 
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As 
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x Cor, 
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Their Emvy; | 


craft, &c. and concludes , Heaven is na/ 
They which do ſuch things 


place for ſuch. 


ge. 


{ball not 1#herit the King dome of God. Thus is w- 


a [in ſo damnable, and ſo ugly, making you \ 
fo much like the Devil, that it 1s high time you | 


watch again( it, mourn for it , and ſeek its 
ruine. | 
« hortation , Let us not be deſirous of vaim- 


« glory, provoking one another , envying one 
Ws nd oh wx ſhall we :*: ewviy Þ1p: 
Te ferr one another? When ſhall we, like ? 
* Barnabas , When we ſee the grace of God, Wi 
cc et When ſhall Minifters reprove the FF 


« Foſhnahs , that are envying for their ſakes , 
« in Moſes words, / would to God all the peo- 


©« ple of the Lord. did propheſic > When fhall 


<« we like John the Baptiſt, be contented to 
« decreaſe , ſo that Chriſt may gncreaſe.? and 
© ro be laid by , if others more able may be 
* ſubſtituted to do Gods work 2? When ſhall 
« we rejoyce if God uſeth others to convere 
& by chem, more chan by us? and with fa- 
©« mous Mr. Dod, I would to God (ſaith he) 
<« that I were the worſt Minilter in E nglayd : 
* his meaning was, that all ſhould excel 
« him in gifrs and graces. We pretend co 
<« eyidences of our converſion from our love 
< to the Saints , but let us hear what the ef- 
« feats of true foye are : Love ſecketh not 
© her own , love envieth not, love 1s not puf- 
© fedup. As love is the fulfilling of the Law, 
<« ſo envy isthe diflolution of ur. O! when 
<« ſhall we inſtead of envying our Brother, 
& bleſs God for him > If he hath more than 
0 we 


« O! When ſhall we hear the Ex- 
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= Toefu of: Family: Governours, 269 
{© .wehave , mote: Rtrensth,, parts, riches» 
*< honours, graces, &c. the account he 
" -muſt paſs with God ts the greater : let. us 
<« pity him rather than envy him : Believe it, 
« God is wiſer than. we. ate, and if his di- 
& {tributions are various, we-have-as many 
«talents as we can well improve. Let us 
© look to our own duty in the places wherein 
© God hathſerus;z and pray for chem ,: that 
© have ten tallents more than we have, that 
| «they may ſerve the. Lord. ten. times more 
\ © than we can. O that thine eye might affeft 


' © thize heart, that thine eye ſhould be evil - 
© becaue Gods 1s goods | A+ 8 
© CHAP. XXVIL- 
The ſins of Family-G overnour f, Profel. 
bY | Ss ſours'miſ. 
ES "40 SF pawns a carbges 
-j0* guulty are [ach of Jouy as have fa- Ea id}ies, 
i © r1tlies to. govern , of nat. commauding.g cen. 


your houſhold to ſerve God? Of how few Can yernours, 
God-ſay , as he did. of Abraham by.way of Nor.com- 
approbation, 7 know him, that he will com- hate > 
mand bis children and his hauſhold. afrer him, houffiol4 
ard; they. ſhall keep the way of the-Lord ,.to , ferve 
Juſtice and. judgement , that the Lord may God, | 
bring upon Abraham that which be hath ſpoken Gen. 18, 
of him,. By your Auchority you ſhould oe 9. 
— mand . 


- > === ——__— ——— 


— —— 


The fins of Family» Gopermars. 
mand them to ſubjeR their hearts, wills,” art F: 
eonſciehices, torhe will -and' pleaſure of F4=7 
hrvah; bit alas ! how many'ot you have beer 
eiteleſs inthis 2 your Children and Servants, 
yea Wives, muſt know -yotir Authority -uport 
worldly accotints', you confiniand them. (-ini- 
Seri6ully en6ugh ) to fullfll your wilt and | 


pleaſure,'to ſerve you ;, but how Gallzo-liks 
are you , little cariag whether they obey-tlie : 


= Lerd oe: je | 
Being' 2. How nth paſſion have you diſcovered | 
Zealous hen Childits, ard Servants , yea and Wives | 
_ to#, ſubmit not to your will-and pleaſure? Bat 
enceto When do they ſee ſo much Leal againſt their 
them- meglefts of Gods work. , as they find m you; when 
ſelves,not they neglett your ſecular commands? Theſe 
ro God. 1,2fions are of a ſcandalous nature, and may 
make your- inferiours to believe, that you 
value more yb$# Aviffority f chan” Gods, the' 
having your own will to be obeyed , than thar 
Gods requiries ſhould. be obſerved. . . 
Not cs. 3» How many Prifefitng-Gdvernonrs are 
ring for. there , that (hew great care for the bodies of 
the'Jouls rheir Families, but not for their Souls ? 'S. 
of their, and drink , and clothes; df monty Þ-Juy 
nv hem, they ſhall have , "but none, orlicfle, 
SETS v0 395 
Nar-Cha-.. How little do you Chatechi(e yotr F amilies? 
cechiing: How ſeldorhe do you ask them any qiieftions 
Fs -.coticerti ys Gre froſt Principles of the Duffyint 
be Goof ChrifeS Toi, do ONLGchiNe your CHIN 
T- - dren, a} yoit onght in obedience to thoſe 
Prov. Divine coititmands: 774» #p 4 Child i* the 
22.0 way whereis be ſhould 90.” Bring up your C —_ 
| - ret: 


fins of Futibyvcj 09 Ppunvs; 


Yerhow few of you do Charechiſe the relt of 6. 
Four-houſhold', yotir Servants and Proves, 


is ap- I» 


> Neither doth the work of Chate-. 
chiling them, belong only unto 2779;fers ( ro 


an 21 <a nurture awd nimonition of the Lark, 'E pheſ. 


2Ft 


4+ 


Y P rbough they be but Babes m Religion, Chil- Heb. 6. 
.dren in Underſtanding , and this fi tk. 
 poited for Children in Znderſtandiy as well 
.as 


- 4 rhiemi- Tadeed 5 it doth "belong as fuch as 'watch Heb, 13s 


to all chat have che chitye of Souls, and you 
re charsed not only with your Chifdren's , 


but with your Seryant's, ahd with your Wives 
F Souls. ' Whatever'ariy- of yon may. 
| there never comes a'Wife, a' Child'; or GEr= 


faticy,, 


vant into any of your Families, br with this 
warrznr from the gtear Lord of Haven ,and., 
Earth $' krep the Soulof this Wife, this Child , 
that Servant for if it be miſſing amongſt the 
mwmnber of my ſheep' at the great day through 
thyneglet un CFE bins &c. thy Stat ſpall-go | 
fee Hence not only ſhontd your 'Chil- _ 
dren-be raught by yOu}, 'but your Wives and 
Servants, The Wife is commanded ro learn 
of 'ber:Hnsband at home , and'che Husband'to | 
walk with Her as 4 man of knowledge : and 


for their Soul;) bur utico jv#; for it belotigs I7. 


your Servants ſhould be crained by you in Re- Gey, 7 4. 


iSion', as Abraharss Servants were by Abra* 14, 
1 , thus ſoine of the Hebrew Rabbins, chink 

tar: Abraham's trajtrd Se ruants are therefore Nort..c 
Gtalted.* © * yer 


pd | 


" oe S. 


How ſeldome- 40 you converſe perſonally with by 


—_ 


with - 
em 2- 


ery-one' im your Families concerning "or es -" 
ical partef ws ih 2 How feldome 0 
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ym beur rheic 
ask Souls; 
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ask them any queſtions , .how it. is with the 
Souls 2. and what they think will -become 6 

them toall, Ecernity £ Are you not as.Sreat*'} 
ſtrangers to the inwards of their Souls,, as you - ] 
are to the Souls of the [»d:ans 2? If their bo< . | 
dies be indanger, meat,  phylick, attendance |} 
are procured z bur their Souls may periſh. in. Þ 
formalicy and. careleſsneſs for any help you, | 
will afford them. Some Profefhins-Gover-: }. 


nours never treat with their houſholds abour MJ 


their Spiritual ERace from one year to. ano- 
ther : Hence, comes the [great Apoſtaly of 
oar times; The Lord humble us, and deli- W# 
ver us from bloud-guiltineſs, Manyan Hus- JF 
band may cry out, O my Wife's Soul is like: |. 
co periſh , through my default: many a Pa- 
rent may ſhrjiek, O!,Iam verily guilty. of | - 
the bloud of my Child: and many a Maſter 
may impute to his own account all the difor- 
ders of his Servants ; for. chat they. have ao. 
perſonal conference wich-them about Origi- J' 
nal Corrupcion, Regeneration, Juſtification, 
Santtification , Glorification, &c. Perhaps }} | 
thou prayelt in thy Family every day, but not 
knowing the inward lufts. and workings of 
their hearts towards God or Sin, thou knowſt 


knowſt not what to confeſs , and what. to 


- pray for, nor what to bleſs GoJ1 for. 


Not 


with gra- ought? Hare you not made Sor ſelves vile | x; 
4 


Yity, 


] 
not , how to pray as thou oughteſt : thou , 


7 


4+ Have you walk'd with that gravity ber q 
ore your Wives, Children, and Servants ,- as yt 


by lightneſs, frothineſs , and unſeemly car- 
riages? Governoars of Families are the Vice- 
a A” 


"7 7he fat i F lat <G DUerours. 


joy s of God : they are in the place of God; 
Fand therefore ſhould keep up their Authority, 
4 Fd noc Gn(ully run into ſuch vanity and fa- 
miliarity with their inferiours, as to treed in 
'- ther con:empr of the Ordinance of God. 
5. You have given _yorr Children and Nor oi 
Servants time to work for your ſelves, but rag 
Davy you afforded them time to ferve their God; 
i? To0 coo many uſe their Inſeriours , juſt ſerve Gr? 
& 4s they uſe cheir. Beaſts ; they work and feed in. 
& their Bealts', bur never inſtruct ; no more 
& do they inſtru their Inferiours. When do 
MF you call your Wives, Ct: ildren, S2rvants , 
J- into your Cloſet , and not only 'preſs them 
to look afrer taeic Souls, and i in order there- 
at to ſpend ſome time in Prayer, Read- 
= \ Medication » Fee bur tell them how 
God wrought on you , .how he awakened 
| you, what corruptions prevail'd with you , 
0 and how Godhelp'd you, to crucifie them : 
- | How do you know , but the ſame motives 
V3 might melt, reduce ; and turn their hearts 
P || coo? 
6.. Have vor you miſcarried, a4 to the Lime, Taking 
far the management of your rel! 010244 Work y 71 undue 
oi, jour houſes? Some Governours Pray in the among 
orning too early : ſo early, with a ſmall dE 
art of their Family , whil( others are inJn the 
, 2d, or inthe ſervice of the World , ſo that Morning', 
be- they worſhip not God, rog:ther , as they OP 
FF} ought: and. this is paſt over with filence | 
but if they miſs of their Servant inthe Shop 
Ar? Þ or Field , O! how doth the fire of Hell break 
CE forth at their lips? -_8 angry is the Gover- 
- nour ? 


27% 


Too late, 


Ac Eve-} 
ning roo 
kc. 


I S Am. 
2,17. 
Purcic 
off family 
Prayer 

. with a 
long 
grace, 


The fins of Family-GovernoursJ* 
nour? he cries out, O 1 I ſhall be undone! 
by the unfaithfullneſs of my Wife, Childreng? 
Servants ; but ſees not a greater danger , a 
more probable ruine falling on him for not * 
having his Family co worſhip God with him. 

Others deferr Morning Prayer tifl it be al- 
moſt Now. They will adventure into all 
worldly imployments , ( as we ſay ) without 


fear or wit : they ſee no need of God to pro- 
re them from outward or inward dangers's 
no need of Gods bleing , till they are ready Þþ 
to fill their panch , and then ſome Colletts 


muſt be ſajzd , ſome ſhort Prayers ; it is the Þ 
Caſtome of their fore-Fathers , it is the Re- F 
ligion of their Anceſtours , or Conſcience 
will trouble ar the total negle& of the Mor- 
zing Sacrifice , and therefore thePrayer ſhall 
be run over with more haſt, than the boy 
that ſaith his leflon ; that they may riſe up to 
eat, drink, and play. 

Andas ſome are wſeaſonable in their duties 
inthe ornyp, ſoat Evening, Whillt their 
ſtrength laſts co ſerve the world, they attend 
it, ſome 'cill even midnight, and thenz come 
let usgo toPrayer ; when the poor Wife , 
Children, qnd Servants, had rather be in bed, 
than on their knees, The Governour Prcays 
duly enough , and that while the poor fami- 
ly ſleep, or nauſeate the duty ; and ſo like 
Elies Sons, theſe Song of Belial capſe their 
people to abhoyre the offering of the Lord. 

Are there not alſo ſome Profeſsing-Gover- 
ours ( unworthy of the name of Chriſtian ) 
wha think, to pleaſe God and the family with 4 

| long 


ds 
a 


Torr) ger befare meat , which ſhall be in liew 
w3- the ſeryice.of the day ? 0 

7. How fem are there that read the, Og Not read- 
tures and good books in their heuſes ? Q ! this rw. hos © 
will take up t00 njuch time; as jf God _ 
had given men all their cime to negle& bim B ke 
in, and to indulge to the ſeryices of the Fleſh, 
World, and Devils. 
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CHAP, XXIX, 
The ſins of Husbands and wives, 


[ Usbands and Wivesare call'd to reflexi. Hucbands 
A 4 onon their miſcarriages, joyntly , ſe- 2nd _ 
es verally, .__ TR ogg 
IC Joyntly, for their zot biing. ſo carefull of _ 
nd | their chorce ,, as they ſhould have been : not 
ne | ſecking God enough in. a matter of ſo great 
e» | conſequence , which was for tearm 'o0f life, 
2d, | and wherein the Souls of each other were To. 
ays || highly concerned. The wife is bound by the 1 Cor; 
mi-l Law a long as her H usband liyeth ; but if her 7.39; 
likefl | Husband be dead , (he is at liberty, to be nuar- 
heir 11d to-whans ſhe will, only in the Lord, Be ye 2 Cor, 
| 7 unequal Joaked rogether wich unbelievers * 6, I4: 
yer- | for what fellopſhiphath righteauſneſs with un- 
r:ghteouſneſs ?, And what communion bath light 
with darkneſs? That they canes; together upon 
© OY q - = ' low 5 
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I Cor. 


_ Hasbandls and Wee nk 3 
Tow, earthly, and uſtfull motiver , for profit 3 

© » pleaſure, beauty, rather than' to further che 
'*-* Kingdom ofthe Lord Jeſus Chrift. © The Song 
' ,; of God ſaw the Danghters of Men , that they 


Genin were Fino ; and they took them Yves of all 


-- - which they choſe. - That they did not by Pray- 
er and F ating try to lrve unmarried, though 
che Apolile told chem of the advantages of 
ſerving Chritt chereby. He that ss unmarri- 

| edLcareth for the things that belong to the Lord, 
how he may pleaſe-the Lord. 

TheHus. Severally. Husbands, ye have net loved” 

bands fins your Wives, As C hyiſt the Charch } though the 

in not 1o- command be expreſs , H asbands, love your 

ViDg as JW/roes, even as Chrift alſo, loved. the Church, 

Clit. Chriſt is faithful to his Spouſe: T will abide 
| for thee. Thow ſhalt abide for me mayy dayes, 

Eph. J. thou ſhalt wot play the H arlot , and thow . ſhalt 

25. not be for another man, ſo will 1 alſo be for thee. 

Hof. 3. But though you have not been Adulterets' in. 

3s any groſs a& , yet how oft haye. you wiſh'd 

the bond of marriage were broken? and have 
not you had eyes full of Adaltery ? hath not 
your /ve to others degenerated into fecret 
luſt >: Chri/t is patitnt to his Church,” but hath 

-. Jokr love ſuffered all things? upon light -mat-. 
Ters, what frowns, I will not ſay what blows T 
- Hath , not family-prayer been negle&ed 
through your wrath ? Chy;ſt gives no occaſion 
of jealoufre ; but have nor ſome of you? The 
Lord ſearcheth hearts. / Chriſty love is boun- 
refull; how ſhort have yon kept. your Wives, 


32. 


contrary to your-ehgagementsto exdaw thens - 
with all yowr worldly goods? Chriſt keeps com- 
| | axe! d 


f,- Habands and Wrues pn. 
| pany with the Wite of his botome z-but. hav# 
= Þzor ſome of you been more abroad than at home ? 
TJ C# ſt ea;fieth his Church 3: Do yr dwell with 
your Wives aimen of knowledge? Chrift doth 
. Communicate ſecrets tO his Spouſe-: Are nat ye 


the- boſomes, of your neareſt Relations? Chrift 
doth confer often with his Church about the 
43. myſteries of God : 1 wiſh you did ſo: I fear 
& 9ſomeof youare tver torgned abroad , to get 

F . you a name, forward to ſpeak of Chri# , but 
WV Zurb at home even to your Wives: as well as 
F Children.  The-Woman /ear»s not , though 


 wately, and when he gets her alone ; But ;do 
wot you. reprove before Servantsi and Children > 
Hereby -they learn  frowardnefſe 5 when 
brought into;this relation, . and at preſent 
ſlight che Wives. of your boſomes. © Chr:/# 
| | doth not blaze his Wikes: 1rfirmvities 5 bur {e 
- | baveye. Chriſt puts.the beſt corftruftion. on 
C what his Spouſe doth. The ſpirit. is willing 
jo though the fleſh be meak; But: do not you put 
b || the worſt? When your luſts-are quenched; 
-. | your-love. is gone. Chrif. doth. jirty his 
[ Church as the weaker veſſel; it yeid fo, the 
d | family-would bethe betrer.governed. Chris 
doth ſympath;z2ewith his Ehurch:1- all ber af- 


. ſtrangers tothe hed#rs , though perhaps notto 


= 


i 79 ? 


2 Cor. 


" ſhe ah ber Hysband at home. Chriſt gives the 24+ 25» 
' ſharpeſt reþykes to his offending' Spouſe pri= 


oN 
1C | fiftions he is afflied-; but how fretfull , chur- © 
/ fo 


| 4b, and N abal-like are you , when the hand of 
5> |: God u heavy on your neareſt Relations 2 Chriſt 
7 | dothwindicate his Spouſe , and is greatly d:ſ- 


 Plraſed when the ſuffers from the world; bug 
Se) $3 Cane. 


Prov. 5«not count ' his Spouſe as a Servant ,'but' a 


I Yo 


by 


Efth, 5 


3 
& 


#ſrmſs , and make themſelyes contemprible , 


# 


Hixbands and ive find; = 
Tannot ſome of you help to deride your Wives 4 
ard not fromn when they are wronged and a- 
baſed Chriſt doth not upbratd - tis Spoulg 
with her low condition -beftore he 
he put honour on her ; but alas1: How off . 
kave ye caſt inta the diſh what the condition of 
nour H rvet was before you caſt 'yaur eyes upon 
them ?, Chrift; gave bis life tor his Church: 
what haſt thou done and ſuffered to ſave the Soul 
of thy Wife * Chrift rules his Church , ot 
with arod of Fron , but with a Scepter of Love; 
1s your donunion exerciſed with diſcretion and | 
love > Are all things done in Charity 2 7s ſhe 4 
#0 thee as a loving Hind or Roe? Chriſt doth | 


Friend; he doth not domneer over his Chu:ch, 
but harh hij hthoughtsof her'; *but how many 
hushands uſe their Wives hardly better than 
Servants | Chrii notwithſtanding keeps up 
bis authority over his Church , but 4» #ot ma- 
wy Hushanas looſe 1t through too much nxori+ 


by yeilding to their Wives , as Adam to his, 
whence came-at. firſt all fins Uiſorder, and 
mifery inro the world 2 How didS-loagen fall? 
Chrift yeilds to many of his Wives petitions and 
ſuits to him ; but myavy are worſe than the 
Heathen wat trhis Wife , He Taid unto her , 
hat wilt thou Quetn Elther 2 ave} what *; F 


requeſt > '3t ſhall be even given thee to the ha | 
of the Kingdvym. The poor Wife muſt uſe the 
mediation ofothers to have her defires ac- 
compliſhed. When Chr:ft doth command 
bis Wife , his Church , he doth it "ous 
be = | 6 


— -—4 4-2 oa. tte it 
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we pray you in Chriſts ſtead. But many Hus- 
F bands imperionſly enough , too much , God 


T knoweth , when for loves ſake they ſhould © hilem, 


rather mitreat. Chriſt doth love his Spouſe', ?+ 7+ 


4 though he gains nothing by her 3 hut alas'! 
How many are ſevere enough to their Wives, 


when they fail of that Eſtate, &C, that they 
expetted from them? 
As Husbands fail , fo do 777ves; even” yives 


Þ+ the Chnrch is ſubjet unto Chriſt , ſo ſhould ye miſcarris3 
= have been to your own H ugbands in every thing. ges,innor 


© Bur how have ye affronted your Lishc.>2 The {9ving 


their 


W true Church of Chriſt loves him 5nwardly 3/45 p41ha na; 
W well as outwardly:: ſo ſhould ye have loved x. the 
FI your Hnsbands ; bur. alas! How 2ittle have Church 

' ye ſhewed thr union betwixt the Church and Chritt.' 


Chriſt by your affetions > The Church loves EpÞs 5+ 
-Chritt more than Angels: Whom have Þ[ in 24- 
Heaven but thee'? And there 1s none upon Pſal. : 
E arth that 1 defire beſides thee. 'But how many 73+ 25+ 
tives are clmmending others Hmuibands more 

than their own? If my Husband: were thus, 

ani thus , &'c.: Thy Husband fhould be'to 

thee' the moſt :precious of all perſons, the 

moſt lovely in thine eyes. Not parts and 

| » but rhe good pleaſure of God , ſhould 


| be-che . ground-» of this. ſpecial love. © The 


-Clurch honoars Chriſt above alf other perſons 
inthe world ; buthave not ſore of you mean , 
:law and baſe thoughts of your Hugbands > The 
' Church'is ſabjetb to Chriſt 's% 'all' things ; but 
: wall 1201 ſome'of you wear what 'yous pleaſe , goe 
, wheye youpleaſe , eat what you pleaſe, and 


"| employ pony [elves .3n what you plexſt2 Yea 
Fhu MM -x9 , though. 


94 6 


47* Church doth commend Chriſt ; 'but” ſeldanie 
are Wives cafetul herein z to "imitate the 


| | ON Y TY . 
- 20 Hushands and Wrves ſons, 3 


wh, =. 
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though contrary to your Husbands juſt com>! 
-mands, and meek entreaties ? The Church 
fears Chriit : ſo ſhould Wives: I ſay, not F 
either ſhould , wich a flaviſh, but - both * 


| ſhould, with a reverential fear. Remem- 
I Chron. ber Michal , She deſpiſed ber H asband 1 her 
I5. ult, htart ,'( She did not exprefs her fighting: of 


him, as marydo, inwords) ard the had no 
God took' | 
the Husbang's part, and-puta remark of diſ- 5 
leaſure upon. that her Taucine(s. Eor (light- 1 
ing the Ordinance of God,her #ead,(though 
but in her heart)Gad plagued her in her Womb | 


Child unto the day of her deach. 


with barrenneſs. The Church loves Chrilt'moxe 


and more; but O' the decayes of Womens affetti. Þ 
ons to their Husbtnds | Partly through lgvity, Þ 
and partly throuzh age,” and partly :chrough* 


croſs Providences 1: Whereas thou ſhouldt 


7) | p 
170+ 2+ have kept the. Covenant ofi thy God, The 


Church of God. | How many do blaz,9n their 


wfirmities more frequently, 'than commend their 


graces 2 The Charchis careful to pleaſe Chriſt 
x Cor. 7. allthings : T he married Waman ſhould care 


34., ( Rudy) ro pleaſe her Hugband, by ber attire, 


behaviour ; words ; (0g uk ſpeak, 
Eph.s. anddo ſo, asmay render het moſt atc 


eptable | 
ZI in his {1ght . wm every thing. '} How many Croſs 


FRG = & RET Ya TIO: 


#rves are. there, that love to vex , rather -* 


\than to delight their Husbands ?' They will 


Cloath and adorn their bodies 3 to make themf | 
lovely to ſtrangers ,- rather thag to their own - 
. Husbands.' The Church bears patiently -re-| ; 
of (3> 1014: X +» Eb bukei| 


—_ vs 6 i % vw, 


A "indo and Wives fins, _ 282 
bukes and i blows from .Chriſt - . ſo ſhould 
Wives ; as' Sarah was commended for her 
} ineekneſs, The ornament of a mich. and quiet I Pet. 
Spirit, is inthe fight of God , of agg ay + 3425, 
for after this voann feline, the holy 6, 
Women adorned t felves > beng i 1» ſubjet;on 
; fo their own FI bands 3. even as. yara 3 Oc, 
1 Charch gives Chrift reverend Titles of 
| honour and efteem : but aks1 pives are ſo 
- & provd, ſoſelf-concerted of their own worth and 
- WH 2wer:t , that they cannot but diſrefþeft all others, 
| ever their own Hucbands. Hereby they ſhew 

| hot themſelves ro be the Daughters of Sar; 
She liaving occaſion to think of her Hasband , > Gen.18, 
- preſently this title Lord came 'our of her I'2. 

| hearc into her mouth': and the Holy Ghoſt 7 Pet. 3. 
*| takes notice of it': yea a ſecond time , ſurg 6 | 
& | tt was for ſome high end; and'proves that ſhe | 
he | obeyed Abrabam becauſe She called him Lord. 
ne | Perhaps the Wife will tell me , theſe are but 
he | trifles that I croſs my H bark ins I muſt tell 
zir | thee, to On order of God for tojes and 
er | triftes will greatey i wy ſin at the day of acconnts. 
rift | What wile thou's 'daref# thou for od fender a 
ire | marter'tread down the Law of thy God , and 
re,\| hazard the ruine of 'thy' Soul? Q1 confi der 
ak, | this , and turn not your duties to' your Hus- 
bte | bands into matter of talk and arts as the 
oſs | manner of m———_— Ie” | 


As P4« Arents 4 0! bow little do you plos for the. 
rents; > .. good of futyre ganeratzone.? how lictle - do. 
.” ©... youcare wherher God hath a Name when yon 
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; The 1 [carriages of rofeſving: Parents | 
44, end Chilares. 


be dead-and gone ,\that Chrilt- ſarvive., and 
_ holineſs flouziſh, whey: you! _ be CO | 
.”. 18 your-graves? O! tis T Irough your-de- | 
fault , thatthe name of Chriſt is not. bad; in, 


everlalting. remembrance 2 it you were faith- 
full , how.would che generations to come bleſs 
the Lord 1n.yqur behalf ? If you were ative 


and . diligent 4 yon might..convey holineſs 
poſterity ,; as you. have been | 


down te your' 


ual: ſtrymentys'to.cenyey down:a 'ftock 
obfinne ,; you have-beer_infiruments ts con- 
ey downcheccurſe ;.- but.are fot you care- 
les to. corwey-down-grace:? The World 
would ſoon regair-ics antient faftre and:beau- 
ty , if ye did but faithfully diſcharge your du- 
ties to your Children : you might ſuffer 1;ttle 
Children tocome to Chriſt , yea you might fill 


Ningiom of Heaven ; but do not you ra= | 
Ther fl the Kingdom of Hell And as Feroq 


boars 


# | 
3 
* 


a ms 


= Parents dtalChildrent iv) 

oa made Tſracl to fin, do noryou'inftead of 

Seading them the way to Heaven , lead them 
T the way to Hell>: Qb conſider ſeriouſly and 

' ſadly bow farr youre guilty with reſpect to 
the Squls of your Children, 7 bb 

I.' By giving them had exampler, Chams 


— 


& manners of the Nations, Ye ſhull not walk 


four pride , ſenſuality, careleſneſs in the 
Wworſhip of God', your paſſions towards your 
T Wives , and Wives towards their Flusbands, 
your frowardneſs toward ſervants, 8:e.-teach- 
your Children ſo to carry themſelves towards 

_ | others. "One check' his Son, and ſaid , never 

_ | Parent hadTo wicked a Child ; yes { laid the 
_ | Son ) My Grandfather had. 3 


dree i their Sins: Teaching them early'to 
be proud of their fine clothes ; and to re- 
_ Come, give we a blew, ſaith the 
Mothey to the Ghild; whilR ici fits on her 
*_ By indulging to his yoluptuous courſe 
of 1i 


Son's ature difobedience!, even by ſuffering 
him to ſhore avd bunt away too much'of prect+ 


fren with culling them. Auf» tells a fad 
Story of one Cyrz/ins, who loved an only Son 


> > Ga. 2 RN v5 Ss 


"L000 


ous time; Many, tike Apes, kill their Chil- - 


not coyering his Fathers nakednefs was a' lin c_ 

|. conveyed down'to all hisrace , and therefore Children 
God chargeth the Church of the Jews againſt bad ex- - 
hatſin , under the exprefſjons of walking 1n WPI. © 


the manners of the Vations ; which 1 caft out rs 


ata als; 4op aa... : 20; II 
fore you 5 for they committed all theſe POO. 2.3. | 


compar, 


| © 2. By bunmouring and cockering your Chil CXkers” 


ing them 
10 fin, 


» tis thought Iſazch ſmarted: in his. 


immoderately , and let. him do ( without _ 


284 


Prove 
3+ 24+ 


Prov. 


[-- 23+. 13» 


give: the reins unto their Children ;- when 


| ine ofxhe Child. Do not you reprove yo 
_* Childreb ;.as old fond Elz.did. 2 Thereby.:h& 
 .. broughta plague upon himſelf -and, upon-chid 


( and thereby to deftroy him ) rather than to 


Pavents bd Childrens find; 
correion:)- what he*would *: afcerwards thi 
cockered Son , in a fit:of drunkenneſs, of: 
fers violence to his Mother ,. killed his: Fa-"P" 
cher , . wounded mortally two of his Siſters , } 
and would haye raviſhed another. - Through ] 
fooliſh pity; Parents , eſpecially Mothers , 


? X 


they are young, and chereby they grow head. |. 
_— , and are a ſhame to the other that! 
bore them, The ſparing of the Rod is the ru4 


poſterity, ; What faith. one ? never ceal; 
conyificing-or correRing til thou, haft* ſub-*ll 
dued the ſpirit of thy ;Qbild , if he -contends WF 
with-thee, _ You-pretend ſuch harſhneſs 55 in- 
conſiſtent with love 3; but ſay-from the Lord, 
fuch fondiigfs and indulgines i confiſtent.:with, |} © 
hatred; and 1 am ſurexche Lord: is vn. my(fde; 

in this. "He that fpareth-hisrod hatcth h& Son, | 
he that loveth him chaſteneth him betimes.. Is }/< 
it love to ſuffer a wound in: thy Child tofeſter þ 


apply a-paintul corrogye for the expediting 
the cure ?. But what faith the fond Mother 2 
O ! If the Child ſhould be the worſe for my** 
correAion , it would be a troubld.. ro. me 
whilſt I live, O that; ſuch a deting -Mother 
would: bear jche Lord himſelf 1> Corrett chy:-: 
So# s and be ſhall give thee reft,' yea: he' ſhalt; 
givedehght 'to thy Soul. - With: hold not cor..." 
nefF10: from the.Child : for if thou brateſt himtÞ-... 
with the Rod, heſtalLnot:dye, Folichneſs wl- 


bound 


v 


| shalt teath them diligently ( Hl . 
| tharpen') «#0 thy Children, aud (halt talk of 6.76: 
a hem when thou fteſt :# thine honſe » aud when ; 


16 


ts, Wars ld a 0 GIG. ;  YY DAL, 
> addicion: wilt ſuch our-cries* be £0 your. .- > 


ky}: 
” 


alt 


, DEE, 
EO 
wo 2 


: Wt -< 


torreftion call dtive it farr from bim. + 


4 _ « © 


hos walkeſt by the way, and when thou theft 
lown, and when thou'riſeſt up. Some con- 
eive z that Citethilins of Children is not 
bſcurely hinted 1n this: ancient 'Precept. 
And is not Child-hood and Youth the time , 
yhererein Solomon advifech' the Children of. 


your own acquaintance, 15 he not worth the 
acquaintance of ſuch as are ſo near. aid dear 
unto yob 2 Cahn you without.trembling think; 
| that as.ſoon as Death breaks up. yout houſe, 
you may to Heaven ,-'and- your Children 
muſt to'Hell , and thither through your 'de-. 
fanlc > Bur if you ſhould dye inthis' negle& 
of inſtructing your Children, 'you' will be 
miſerable as well as they : And O.!. What a. 
greeting will there be hereafter ' berween un- 
zodly Parents and Children ? What an bear-, 
Ing wil it be to your tormented Souls, .to. 


er mIER W MS (3-146 3007 
py 4 car your Children cry out againſt; yon,. Af. 


bes that we affer WAS long of yo ,.7 MW Shauld . 
"not > , What. 


gncn ſhould be trained up in the WA wherem Prov. 
Þ they chould goz? O Parents ! If God be worth 2 2, 6. * 


bound In'rbe heart of a Child,, bis the rod” of P10vs).2 
F 3+ By not atquainting thens with the Lord » Nox ins... 

7} 4d big hayes, "and that betimes. Hath not fruging. . 

God commanded ,' that his Laws ſhould be them, 

Þ whetted by you, upon your Children's 7 how _- +. 

Helbs.. whet. of Deuts : 


Downs —— + 


do 


? >. #* : 
—_— © [| "Y < 4 "3 6 
236 ind Chuldrens fins, 
be SETS. ry. BP 8 ® 


4. 4, By vot redreſsing. the diſorderly carris 
| Sufferil pes 0 Fed hildren 1x. eaſes How 
' ro fall ourfeW Kebrecah's ate there ? She was careful 
wid oft to remoye jars and miſchiefs that might a- "P" 
anorhier. rife between her two S0ns. TONE I = 4 
5. By not praying for your Childrens Souls; | 
oap of and againſt Poke ef particulars, which F 
them, _ their natural confticution leads them moſtly *] 
LOG | | Ta | 'F 
Not cor- 6, By not tdrreftiny thew aright 2 as toll 
re&ing a- t129e , n0t early redgh He that 46h bin 
right, correfteth hint betimes © not , whilſt the fa 
is freſh jn his choughrs, with all che agera! 
yating Circumſtances thereof ; Not , with 
compaſſion enough, You have reaſon ( ſaith 
Mr Dod') to be angry with your ſelves ,.ra 
ther than to be bicter to your Children-; for 
you corre& your own fin in your Children. Þ ; 
If che Child be curſt and froward, hath he J 
not ſeen his Parent brawling and conteriti- | 1 
Ous , 8&c? not ushe?ing correttion with Pray- || | 
er, that God would bleſs word and rod; j 
Commonly Parents corre& in an high paſſi- 
on ,. whereby Prayer zs hindered; and the} / 
Medicine becomes invalid. ſ 
7. By being angry without 4 cauſe, or 4a-f $ 
bove the deſert. Anger muſt be let out ac-}| b 
cording to the nature of the. offence. If Pa-J n 
rents be always chiding or. corceQing , they 
make their Children reſolute, - jlike Hag 
and T/macl, to take up their heels , and into 
the Wilderneſs will chey , any. where to be 
- delivered from ſuch hard uſages, Proveks 
Epb.G-4 009 your Childres ts wrath, 1 Some Parents 
| W 


Being o- 
Ver-angry 


i 


ng = 9:0 om 


© - Bo Y iD Le” 


T with vs. 


want watural affeZions : are too ſevere ; Cor- 
wection like Phylick , if coo . frequent , will 


work no more wich Children, than our meat: 


. 


8. By loving your Childron more than God, Loving 


| £ loving them as they are yours , not as they inordi= | 
'} Gods, for cheir beauty and parts, rather chan <. 


for their graces; lovins a beautifull Child , 
that is voydof grace , more than a deformed .” 
Child., though eminent in grace, loving one 
exceſſively, as Jacob, Foſeph , hence Foſeph is 
envyed by the reſt : prodigal favours to ſome, 
eſpecially if without reaſon, are offenſive to 
others, who are leſs reſpeted:: Loving ſo, 

as Ioth to let them:go when God calls. for 


"them , you.cannar ſay as El:., :t us the: Lord, ? Sam. 


let him do as ſeems him. good. God pulls, and 3* *® 


you pull, and you. quarrel with God abour 

the goard, and you think you 4» well-to-be an- 

gry. Job bleſied God , when. God took all 

away at onee by one blow. | 
9. By not devativg them to ſome honeſt cal- yo; pro: 

ling , but letting them. live in idleneneſs, and viding - 

ſo they grow up-monuments of your negle&..callings 


Some Gentlemen train up their Children' to {9 them 3 


or nor the 


bold an Hawk , to follow a Dog, and com- beſt, 


monly they dye in an Alehouſe , or: ſhorten 
their lives thereby. = But if you-do provide 
a calling for your Children! , is itnot- what is 


 Moſt-gainfull, rather than what -will be moſt 
| uſefull tothe good of the Soul? Had you-not 


rather have them-rich FaQtours aniong Tdola: 
ters ("where they learn the manners of the 
2 ee” Mes 
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' 
| 


Heathens ) then to have a meaner calling at 
home , where the Goſpel is preached iny 


i power and purity? 2 WM 
. Not 10. By. not matching them to godly per- 
marching /2z; , but rathet to the tich: Hereby ye 


ent ſhew thart the (ilyer ſhrines are in higher re- 


- pute thani grace and GodlinekG.  - _ 

Giviog I i. By giving all to your Children, though 
away allthe Church of God hath more need of 1r. 
to raew, Hereby yori evidence that you prefer not Z 5on{ 
before your chiefeſt joy : that you love the 
outwatd grandeur of yonut Children more 

than the proſperity of the Church: Ic is a 
wonder ( ſaith Mr. Baxter ) how ſo many 
ſeemingly holy , canquiet their Conſciences' 

in ſuch a (in as this is 2 If one of you have 

1 two or three hundred pounds per annum, it is 
= a wondef if you leaye an hindred pounds a 
[1 year of it to pious or charitable nſess Nay 
do not Parents leave all ro their Children , 
when they have apparent proofs that they will 
ſpend it in the ſervice of Hell > O! Let Pa- 
rents tremble. What wilt thou inable and FF , 
ſtrengthen thy Children. to rebell againſt F . 
God ? pur fuell to the fire? put ſwords into |} . 
their hands to fight againſt the molt high ? N 
q | « Parents. beſeech you look diligently.to. fl 
| ec your duties, be humbled for theſe and ſuch {} ,; 
< like miſcarriages. O ! look abour you, and F 
*you will ſee a ſad Apoſtaſy in Children,Pa- I ,; 
< rents c;v3l, the Children debanched: Parents || }* 
< godly, the Children formal or looſe: Parents: 
© emment for grace , Children  »otor;ous for N, 
© lewndneſs, Let your bowels turn within you J- 
ye OY FOR Een Grey 


—_—_ wi... A ee... eee. a te 
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PorefttL god Childrenrifin. 7. 
$879 {ee ſo grear;g gegeneracy, Double your: 

EF diligence ,-thatthere may bg an holy, ſeed- 
2 Knock, off, the..chains of Hell from your 
1 *c Children what yon may : lay not out: all- 
=, MK your rtme how they may be.rich, It 15 no" 
«time to feek great chings for. your ſelves g1 
« ſeek them not... Pitty the Souls of your- - -— 
_ <E Children, thatareflaves tothe Devil. How? . © 
&&* can, ve. mind your traces ,. fields ,. bodies ;; 
= © whilit the, Souls of your Children are in» 
8 danger of perithing 2 How. can ye_ſee the: 

Devil. driytng Jour Chuldren, to Sin_ and- 
t Hell,, and yS: ftand (til! with a Gallo-Spi- 
Fric 2, Goto. your Cloſets, and ask your: 
- hearts » whether the Soul be not. the prin- 
« cipal. part of the Chill 2 'and; whether chat - 
W* needs not yoat care more than the body ? 

© Do nor throw away the Biage;co preſerve - 
 ethe Scabvacd,.. .. God hath fer you co watch 

&> their Souls, co, train up-thein Souls, co pro- 

« yide for their Souls :. if you,domot ,. wit: 


&.is your, 1OVe more than a Pazags , a Turks z 

| © towards your Children?.,, Y out think -you 

© ſhonld be unnatural if, you Stwuld nor, lay 

© | ©up for you; Caildren-( though many Pro- - 

> | <©fcffaurs upon pretence that-Gogowill pro-. 

\ || © videfindulgerco-the feſh; pampet cheir box 

? | <dies, and.farye their Children,), bar here is- . "| 

4 | © the belt layingyp..co lay up 2. ffogk of Pray-- 

"- | ers for them.znand a Rock of Counſell and: 

*" | © InfruQion: 10, them. O Parents! Once 

Its I*mocel bettech gu, pur' on bowels of pit- c | 

> | *ty. and compahpn, Pirty che periſhing | 

07 Ye. Souls of your own 'Children... "Command ..; 
; . F 2 your--: =} 
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16, 209. 


As Chil- 


« hells and corments to your dores ? how wil 


profeſsing-Obildrews fjnr'- "On 
ceyour.ChitHten to keep che wy of the Lordy.” 
cc Fog erthem” fiot ro faſhion themſelves ac 


<< cording to rhe coutſe of the world. ' Con<xF 


«xive not at them 11: prattiſing what you think © 
&; ;5 abominable in the worſhip of God. ' Re- 
< member they are Gods Children more than 
«yours. AR Sonls are mine. Godclaims a 


<fpecial risht in them, thy Sons and thy C 


cc Daughters whom thon haſt born unto me, 11 
«.you nesle&t your duties , 'you and yourf 
c« Children. are like to have ſad greetings 
« when you meer before the Lord! anorhet 
«© day. - How will your Childten' lay their 


<< they curſe the day they were born of ſuch 
«fond women; who' induiged to them in 
©«their nesle&s of God? - Curſed: be the day 
« that ever 1 ſaw the paſſions, the pride , the 
es formality of my Father, or of my Mother $7 | 
© for thereby I learned to fin - againſt the 
«Lord. - O'your examples undid me! I hid 
<< not-cometo this place of torment had 'ic. 
«not been for you. The | 

Children, "Are not you alſo greatly faulty 


dren, evi- towards your Patents ? If Children be richer 


denced in than their Parents A 


ſeveral 
Particu- 
Jars, 


Col. Jo 


20, 


E pheſs 


6.1,2,3. #3 the Lord for this ur right, Honour thy 


how irreverent are they? 
how over familiar with their Parents? as if 
they had forgot the- firſt Commandement with 
promife. How diſobedient are they to their law- 
full commands? though the command of Ggd, 
be expreſs, Children, obey your Parents in al 
things, andiitis added, for this 3s well-plea- 
ſing unto the Lord, Children obey your Pat 

= 
ther 
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wing. Chibdpene fs. 
Moan Mo other (#hich'# the yy Commiah- 


7 — ied with promiſe?) that it may be well with 
MO braid thou mayelt live long on the Earth. 

C2 WasChrif ſnbj eff ro his Parents, atid ſhout Luk. 23 
tot you be ſubject ro youts? Sure you, ſhonſd 51, 
have obeyed rhem' as farr- as' wirhour' fini', 
though rhe;r commands crofſed your natural 
Qelites : as Toſeph , when Tſrael ſaid unto 
S& hin, come © will ſend thee to thy Brethren at 

ZZF5Sccherr, though he knew he ſhould be ſent 
Fro them who hated him ; ; yethe ſaid unto his 
X- ather ,*Here anj 1. How ſtout and rebellious 
are Childres when corret#d'? How few Gan 
ſay ; we have bad Fathers of onr fieſh , whith Hebr. 
correfed ut , 'and we rave” them reverence y 32+ 9s 
This Sin foprovoked God, "that he made it 
Capitall Ih the- dayes of old,” If a man have a Dent: 
> ſtubborn aud rebellious Son, which will not obey 21. 19, 
the woyce of bi Father, ot the voyc# of bis My. 19, 20, 
ef they, "*alf that when they hive chaſtned bing, 21+ 
d 
ic 


will not hou Bub i unto how x then ſhall his Fa- 
i q ther"and his Mother lay bold of him, aud bring 
: him o#tt ito the Elaers of brig, City, aud ſat 
fay ,' thi pur $0 3s ftubbirn and rebellions , 

&c. ad all the mtr of his City ſhall ftone bins _ 
with ftottess that he ate : Vo ſhalt thou pat evill - 
awhy from among you, | How rebellious ate | 

Childt&ti.in® Prefaſing the eallings which Parents 

have appointed for theny? 1t the Parent "be 

boiirid to bring them up to 2 calling: » are. n9t 

che Children bound to. attend that * calling” > 
Brithrin', let every nian wherein he 1s called, 1 Cor, 7c 
thivein abide with God, Chriſt probably was 24, 
trought up in his OT Fathers calling; Us 
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Gen. 21. Some are worſe than Iſhmael; , Nature and 


2I, 


t Tin, Toſhew piety at home , and to requite Parents \ 
Je q. , 


Tulges aud all the dayes of the Elders that out-ljved 
2.7, 10, Jolhuah , who had joys the grear works of 
x2, the Lord, that he did for Iirae 
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M ar. 6:*98:#bis the Carpenter > How diſobedient "Weg 


-Profeſing-Childrexs ſpe 


'Profeſſing-Chilaren in thetr marriages ? Chills 
dren are the Parents goods , ſo God. reckon 


'eth them , yea ſo. the Devil reckoneth them. WJ 
When the Devil had commiſſion to meddle 
with Jobs goods , he falls on the Children. | 


Civility made him ſubmit ro his Mother for 
the choice of his Wife. 1f Children muſt 9- 
bey their Parents in_ littles', mach more it 
weighty matters. How little have you requz 
ted your Parents? ,Tiws you are bound unto 


1s good and acceptable before the Lard. Your 
Parents took care.of yo when you 'were as 
beats , you had-your life and education from 
them, .and what now {light them when old 
or weak 2 Waat laugh at their follies > Whar 
when you are high, reje& your parents thac 
are, low ? The vey. Heathen. Oratour de- 
claims againlt this 5. He are not bona.( ſaith be) 
for our ſelves, but partly for our Conntry, part* 
ly for our Parents. How are you degenerated 
from your Suhpaa commands aud. examples ? 
There are few true Rechabstes , who forbore 
wine from generation to generation, - Ic 
makes my heart ake when ] read. chat the peo- 
ple /rges the Lord: ail the dayes of Joſhuah , 


| 3 Þut; there a- 
roſe another generation after them , which knew 
2ot the Sake HF c. and the Children of Uraet 
4ia ev2ll in the fight of the Lord , . and- ſerved. 
By "+: 88 Baalum z 


. 
OY k. 1 Y "I at. 
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GBaalim : and chey forſook the Lord God of their | 


3 Fathers, which broughy them out of the Lang of 


1 4 Egypt, &c. and provoked the Lord to anger : 


and the anger of the Lord was hot againſt Iltael, 
and he delivered them into the hands of ſpoylers, 
that ſpoyled them ; and he fold them into the 
hands of their enemies round about, ſo that they 
could not any longer ſtand before their enemnes. 

! in vain will ye relieve your ſelves in 
your Baprtiſmal relations unto God, thatyoP 
1ave Abraham: to your Father : Gods judge=- Afar. 
nents will be more bitter coypu, more lieavy $, rx, 
On you , than on others , when the Children 
of the Kingdome ſhall be caſt out. You will 
de ready to curſe the day you came of ſuch 
Parents , that eyer you had fuch holy inftru- 
Rions and examples , to no purpoſe , ſave 
to greater yougcondemnation. The Lord 
ſaid unto Moſes , This People will goo a who= Dent. _ 
ring after the Gods of the Strangers of the 31- 16, 
Land , whither they goe to be amongſt ther , 17+ 
and will forſahe me , and break_ my Covenant , 
which 1 have made with them : T heu mine an* 
ger (hall be kindled agairſt them in that aay., 
and F will for ſake them , and will hide my face 
from them , and they ſhall be devoured , aud 
many evills apd troubles ſhall befall them ; ſo 
that they will ſay in that day, Are not thaſe 


. evills come upon ms , becauſe our God 11 not, a- 

mongſt ug? Nay, Abraham ( whom you 

crult-to , and the Privileges by bim ) will 

upbraid his Son D;ves with his former good: 

things: Sor, remember that thou in._thy life Luke 

time. receguedft thy gaod things , and likewiſer 6.25. 
| T 3 __ © Lazarus 


EE —__— ——— — — 


_— 


294 —Profeſsing-Maſters miſhayrieges. "a 
Lazarus evil things + "but now he is com orted” 

-and thou. art tormrented: . O- moſt dreadful | 
Your very risheeous Parents {hall re zoyce m 

your ruine. * T be righteous ſhaſp rejozee , 

Pa. 5.8. when he ſees the vengeance , &©c. So That a 
2 1x mas ſhall ſay, Verity, be 1s 4 God, that 


TO, IN." | 
De judgeth 12 the Earth, 


CHAP. XXXI. 


The fins of Profeſsing-Maſters + 
" —— 


t - 
Bia: |  Irſ you Maſters , ſee how ouiky you 
ſters, F' are in the Relation of Maſters. | 

- I Shonld not your eyes , Tike Davide, have 
= Il of the” Land, that they. | 


. been upon the far 
—— mr bi dmel thee had How: curious ſhould 
S-ryants, You have been ini this particular? But alas! | 
Pſal, ye. would nor buy an horſe-, an houſe, 2 | 
IOn, 6, Field, but ye would try them 5 but how 

' * ' Careleſs have ye been whether your Servants 
Were godly ,'yea'or 19 ? If they were ſtrong to 
labour , was not that all ye {ook'd after? you 
Took'd that they ſhould be diligent in your. 


* / 


work \, your intereſt made you l60k rothat , 
but have yon look'd for ſuck as'walked in 4. 
Perfett way to ſerve you? Hehe many have 

who 
were 


been taken” into Profeſſours' familiss , 


PY wee © 


"Srafefiong- Mafrers mifcarredtes, 295 
were | und .wanten and unclean; "and 
7 thereby Religion bati ſuffered exceedingly : 
"FF and others ſweer:tongued , goſfiping , glut-- 
. conous , drunken Servants, and ſo Ado !- - 
- Was. devoured by his Dogs : All the Matters. -- 
' gettings have been pur into. a bag with holes ; 
+a jul and righteous | judgement ;upon the... 
_ Maſter ivr his preterrins ſelf before Religi- 
090: yea-( which is' a ſadder conſequent ) 
hence tie Children are corrupted by evil ex- 
ample , they verng more apt to imitate the 
ſervant in his wickedneſs, than the Parent in 
his holinets., O it you had .been curious in 
this particular ! had yygu procured holy fer- 
vants,, by their zeal, forwardneſs and care | 
of. the Children , what families might you 
have had1. All would have been - pliable to 
your holy counſels. . oC) 63 
Should you not have removed wicked Net rc-- 
Servants as ſoon as all your counſels would tory, 
not take effe on thetn ? David did ſo... Hr _ 
s that worketh deceit , and telleth lies, ſhall: no: Pſa. 
f carry nmy ſight, Youon the contrary. keep x91, 7, 
! 
2 
w 


at * 


them, as you do horſes , if good for. labour. 
It. will never be ſaid to your glory » - the . 
Church i your houſe : but may ic'not be ſaid, 
there is a eſt of Suakes , a cage of Devills'un 


ic your houſe ? 13 Being 
0 - cin 
b 2. Are not you too T11g0r0us towards yonr ;. 


' Servants ? Donor you too much frown upon rigorous; 
"| them, as Lohanon Facob 2 Doi not youule Gey, 2 x 


-» | words of reprogeh inyour: ſpeakitig t6 then? 2, 5, 
5 || *baſvever ſhall ſay , tho F ool,,. ſhall bein Moy | 


da>ger of Hell: fpots Do not you /irihe them 22, 
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296  - Profeſsipg-Moſters mafoatyny65 "0 
'» Wneceſſarily or wmmoderately? Have'yotr ror 
—  gotrenthe commands from Heaven ?* Thou 
Levit. - ſhalt not rale over bim withrigour , but ſha 
25- 43» fear thy God, Maſters, give unto your Sef- 4 
Col.4.k, pants that which is jaſt and equal , knowing © 
: that ye alſo have a Matter in Heaven. And 
Eph.6,95e Maſters, forbear threatring, knowing that | 
your Maſter alſo ts inHeaven, neither is there, 
reiÞeft of perſans with him Do' you heren 
g3 you would be dealc with 7 Would you 
have God to deal wich you, as you deal with 
' your Servants? Remember, yon and your 
Seryants have one and the ſame Maſter, © 
whom you are both accountable, you for 
yourrule, and they for their ſubjeRtton: - - * 
Nordi- - 3- Have not you negletied to 0190 that ai : 
reting reft:0n. to your POR | 45 us proper 
them for them, ſo that they intrench'ypon each o- 
d:tinQly. thers work , and the painful work -lies neg- 
leed , to your trouble, and" to'the railins 
_ of ſtrife and pation > How few: Miſtreſles , 
yea or Maſters:,' are like So/o,z9s vertnous 
- Woman, of whom ir 1s ſaid , 'She lookerh 
well to the wayes of. her houſhold? Every one 
ſhould know his place and work in tle Fami- 
ſy.,: that all things may be done; cecently , 
and'in order: Bur in how: iew Families 1s 1t 
_, thus ? C BHT 7 | 
Nor being *'4- Do you give your Servants examples of | ' 
diligenr  dilsgence ? + $0 did - that / vertuous Mitireſs : of | 
chem- She rifech alſs whilſt it aÞ%ighes* 8c. She | 
- i. Lirdeth her bynerwith flrengflny and: ftirength- i; 
company, 2h her armes :- She layer hands -ro-ths | 7 
:  Spmdle , and ber ——— BD;FLaffe: She 


makeh 


Prov. 


3Le 27. 


Bk: Sa AN Od. en E-- 


J” 5.3bat love do ye (how to your Servants Not © 
'Þ - that be godly? Do you receive them' as be= ; 


, J os . ! . T % ,reſ 
| © 2201 recelve his Servant , after his Converſi- y;de-, 
, 0n : Receive hin not vow az 4 Servant , but are 


: . 

WE; A 
—_ b ju Ru -_ ce 
»” F o_ ga - 


wfeſving- Maſters miſts 
baketh hir ſelf coveriogs of Tapeſtry * She 


wvateth fine Linnen, &cC. She enterh- xot the 
bread of rdleneſs. pe. 


loved Brethren ? As Paul would have Ph; te: pecial” 'D. 
above a Servant, a Brother beloved. | A Chri- Philems. 
tian Servant ſhould be in the place of a be- 16. 
loved Brother , 'and ſhould be preferr'd be- 

ore a lewd Son. Amiſe Servant ſhall. have Pyoy, 
ule aver « Son that cauſeth ſhame: and ſhall 19,2, .. 
wave pare of the mnheritance among the Bre= © 
thren. How ſeldome do you ſhow them 

good', as well as receive good from them > 


| Whenthey' are fick ,. how little attendance 


and neceflaries have they as to diet, fire, and mg 
phylick ? Are not too many like: the A mala- 5 a) : 
kize , who left his man onthe plain fields, bg. 99, 
. cauſe he fell ck? How are many poor Servants 32+ T3 
( who.contraQted. their diſeaſes by the ' un. 'oo © 
mercifull commands.of ſome Profefſours ) caſt * | | 
off by them when fick as unprofitable bur. 
thens ? | 41; Br 
6, Ds you pay your Servants there wages ? Not pay- 
Do you not pay chem dodpingly 2 Hat chou ing wages 
not forgot that the Tſralites were required Jy 
img ſet -— <vahee pond Ps to ler ught 
im go-away empty:; but: !How [palt furn 7 + 
hin eh Fo flock, and 4 ridge a 
froore , and out of thy \'wine-preſs :: of that 57" 322 


} =berewirh' the Lerd thy God hath Vieſſed thee" 2" 


thou ſh alt gwve. umo biys? Rat not'thon os 
SETTLE s | ted 


ted them of their dues for the time af. the! 
| dicknels, or che time they have ſpent .1n Weep 
ſeryice of God ? | 'E 
Nor ſuf. 7. Dog not you deny liberty to your Ser. 7 
ans... Pants to Speak to you > Job would nor ſi;ghe | 
wh bes Seruauts cauſe. God hath ſer Maſters 0- 
« 31, Yer Servants; but he. hath-not given -them 
Wes 5 liberty .to, trample them under their feer. 
"i Serrants are under their Maſters. -power-, but 
not their lets, Youſhew your: ſelves Na: 
bats by chis churliſhneſs and autterity. ' Fe & 
ſuch a Son of Belial , that a man cannet ſpeak 
Suffering 8g, Dy yot you ſuffer ont Servant to tyrannie) 
inert over another ? Ws TRINDD:. 
SD Seconaly:, You Seryants that Profeſs ; 
As Ser- have ſomewhat in charge acainſt many of * 
vants. yOu. .,: 2 | - 
—_ . I. "Your Pride , fawcneſs ,* familiarities 
that the,” P#h.y9u#; Governours , make me think you 
muſt be ? would calily ſwallow'theerrour of old, that 
ſub;e& ro we are to be |/ubjet to. none but Chriſt, as if 
ound = our freedoime by Chriſt, had exempted-you 
* fromallcjiyil, ſubje&ion to men. By your 
refuſing the yoak of your Maiters commands, 
you reftet'more. upon. your Maſter in. the 
Heayensi,, than upon your earthly Gover- 
+... .nour ;\- What. ſaith the Apoſtle 2 Lee as many 
1Tim; Servants as are undey the yoke, count their own 
6. 1,  Maſptrromottby of all honver 5 that the name of 
*'' > God',, and bis Doftrine 'be* not blaſphemed. || , 
Eph. 6,5 Servants., be obedient. ta them. that are your | | 
": 0 Maſters attording to: the feſh. with'fear aud 
wembling.1n fingleneſs of yeur- heart ,.a3 mts 


- WY Tjbe 


4 by * # 
—_— - % v 


tt 


EChrift. Servants a be ſubjett tor.your Ma- 
EE fers with allfear ,* not only to the good and 
4k. gentle » but alſo to the foward. : © N 
' Butalas ! how ſawcy are Servants? May Carrying 
& not your Maſter ſay , If 1 be aMafter, where *hen- | 
1s my. fear > How fearleis are you of your _ 
Matters, eſpecially if_ your Matters. be not Facily, : 
yery rich and honourable in the earth ? who and too 
reſpetts Gods Ordinance ? Hence many familiacly 
Profeſling Servants Rand coyered- in their _ their 
Maſters preſence , ſit before them , bow not y1t*"'* 
to them , nor.riſe up before them, eMail; 
2. Do not you when you meet together blazon-, 6 
the infirmities of your Maſters.? Do not you Blazon: 
carry your ſelves as Spies rather than as Sey- ing their 
vazts} you do. not herein as you would be Maſters 
--dealr with.” tf | — 
FIT - tics, 
13s Are not you diſobedtent to your Maſters Obeying 
commutnas 4 unleſs 1u what pleaſl eth'you 2 You them ons 
are rather the Seryants of your own -lufts , ra- ly in 
6 = than your Maſters Servants : you do not oo 
| obey in-fingleneſs of heart , yea 5 you are not a... 
- indeed IK Ne Cenrurion' could fay a x bs 
r | tobis Servant, goe , and he went, &c. The ,,_ 
> | Heathen Servants excel ſome char pretend to7;,, ,-- 


1 frear  attainments \of Religion. He 3s the a, 

| Maſter, that muſt have his own way; Judge g 9, 

'/ | yethen in your ſelves; whether you abide © 

of in the place , whetein Go, hath $1<3 0 Piet wa 
" 4. Do not-ye vefuſeito avſmer whin you are.Nov anz 

a. called by your on ? This was Fob'rplague, es, 

WY {called my Servant ,' and be gave' me no av When 

«> | /ver. Silence is foretimes a lign' of confent , #1Vde. 

but: here of” coyrexpt. - If a Servant" anſwers Feb. 19g 
mo”. 


_—__——— 

. Profeſting-SHrFUnnes miſcarriages, = 
not, whenthe.is called}, he forgers what his? 
calling 4s: The Servants in Davids dayesi# 
were of better diſpoſitions , they did pick 

-.” ou: their Maſters mind out of every motion - 
and turning of his ee, and hand, and fo 
| were tontinually in-a poſtyre for obedience. 
Pal. T he eyes of Servants look nuto the hand of their | 
123, 2; Maſters, and the yrs of a Maiden ta the band o 
x Tim, of ber Miflriſs. For want of that honoun 
6.x, That is due from Pcofetling Servants to. their 
wt Maſters, the name of God is Blaſpemed.  . 


Anſwer- = 5. As ſome by ſilence » ſo others by their 
Ing again. tongues diihonur their IAafters by anſwering 
Tut. 249- again. They ſhould not anſwer by way of 
| contradstron, Or relult ance, as Servants are* 
very apt to do. Some will even brag, how Wſ 
| they gave word for word { perhaps blow for 


Blow ) nay two words for one. Hereby their 
Governours , if unsodly, fall foul upon Re- 
ligion. Is this the fruit of your profeſsion > 
prayers ? runmng after M mfters ? 
Diligent . 6. How lazy are /ome profeſs;ng Servants ? 
_—  Diligent only when under their Maſters eye. 
Maſters F< ſervetheir Matters as Facob , Lahen, 
ye. with all therr might. The command. .is that ff 
Eph, 6. you ſhould obey un fougleneſs of heart , not with | 
5,6, epe-ſervice as men pleaſers. ' Mark , eye-ſer- | | 
Nor de- vice (tands not wich #prightne/ſs of heart, As'Yt 
ſigning wo you would Not be pended for Hypocrites ,. 
= work behind your Maſters backs , as if their 
Mhnds:: . eyes were upon you.” Conſider how, ſhort | 
pleaing YOU fall ofchis , and mourn. before.the :Loxd'. 
their Ma- 11 ſecret for your eye-fervice.. _ _' - . 
Ours. 7. How:do ſame, yea many. ſervaitty *Jz 
only 


—_ 


k : 
r 
- 
2. 


Ads Mo work. / . Sher itually As to ſeek to. pleaſe the ; 
I Lord? Natwith eyerfervice , 


V8 but. As the Servants of Chr 6it , 


| IX + © 48 F , * ome, | 
SONS Us miſcarrigget. 39% 
; on” . 


Wy tbe. pleafing their 2afters , byt;:doe: n0k Eph, 6. 


| | be. will 
of Goa from the heart,, It is. true. Servants 


dozng | 


| thauld labour fo pleaſe their. Maſters , .yea Ty 
all things ; but they ſhould ſeek 'more to ap- 


proye themſelves to. God,, than toany earth= 


; ly Speriour "OE 


"- t <4 


khen.rever ſo urgent -bufineſs is tobe dif- 
patched will then go..4n- ſecret to, call upon 
God; wiereas going.to bed. later, and riſ- 
Ing eeriier , would preyent, much..fraityeſs 
as tO time, and ſpirit in that Sreat.. duty : 


F Some hy fail arralking of che things: of ;God 
1} forthe; teliow-fervants yery: unſeaſanably, 


not whenthey are at lcafyre, hut: when they 
are molt bulily imployed:tor their Maſters, to 


. 4 þ 


the hindring of their work. 


_— . k * - = \ 


9. How many cheat and defraud their M4 4- Defraud- 
fters 2. Some cheat them, . of. their ripe 5 dy 98 their , 


dies, or. gofſiping. it: away ,: Others. :cheat 
them of their 2exey. Qr..goods,, hiring others. 


fecretly to do. their work, and. pdy.ahem” "| _% 


With their Maſters moneyor_goqds: .,Is.not _ 
this purloyning'? and \ therefore, forbidden 3TH 
, IO., How mary are. anpxovident\ for thiir 1 0. 


iafers goods and ga? Fey willfer: ings Nor 
, 's : they will give what providens, 
8 Not their own to give':: they make no con. for their” 


Cience to ear, and drink-what their ;Maſters 8%. » 


ſpoil before their eyes : 


d0o 


as 'men-pleaſerss T je, 2. 


3. How emprudent are ſome Prefeſsrng Ser: Miſ-rim- 
vantsas to th: timing. of their duties 2.: Some, 15 duties 


idling. itaway , beingzarelers, -and hyſie-bo- Pers... 


oa 


Numb. 
5 * To 
Lech. 
5. 4. 


»* 


Regatd. Tt." How many are altogether cartleſs to get,” 


lels of any good to their. Souls whilſt under Religions 
their Governonrs > They ask not the way to Hea- 
Souls. yen, and if- exarhined , they are torigue- 
tyed , will give no account of the hope that 
__- - 15 in them, WOW HS EUBAYe Th | 
Murmur-, 12. How do- many wurninr under repraofs 
ing at re and conrtft;ons? Waatfaith the ApoRRle? Ser- 
pound varts be ſubſet to your Maſter, not only to tht 
Joy oy gentle, but to the froward';" for this 18 thank: 
I:Pet, 2 worthy, of 4's for Conſcience towards God 
18, 19, *#4are: grief ," ſuffering wrongfully: - for what 
20, (glory is rt, if when ye br buſſeted for your fanits, 
ye ſhall: take it patiently? but if when: Je dof 
well, anll ſuffer far it) ye rake it patiently : thi 
unfaich- 'F, acrep table with God, A i; _ 
ful ro 13. How uf aithfall are many to ther Mas 
Children; iFers Chilaren 2 Notheeding them, and mo 
| OT; viding 


PProfeſting-Servants miſcarriages. 33 -, 
| 6h 3 Sages 3 hue 
$ 4D! SC: 22.0 SER LER ,-. 
8:4 ow ſcorufully do even Profeſſing-Ser- Receiving 
+ $i - Catals:; betr duties? i4 {cornful. 
| "wants recerve a Catalogue of ther duties? How Iy a Ca- 
4 lothare chey, yantnnrdoÞpRefiacd to know Que | 
che mind of God, as to the extent of their of their 
obedience ? durics, 
T.. -45Hom mary eyes, da. yen Hh That | 
ip ate ter: Servants ? Dont you ſeek tune milcarria- 
—Hermnethem of the.reſpe&. their Maſters 8©5 ©0- 
js 6 hs | - 43 \Þ 3 ab” ward 
dare them? Do nor you TJabourts* ſupplant 4. 
Them ? Do not you envy them? Are not you low-Ser- 
faichfyll ro one anothers, Squls ? yo Vanits. .. 
you waſt time in idle_ and impertineg&diſ- 


courſes? Are not you evil examples $0 each 

dther ? Do not you'ſtiffer Sin to teſt, npon - 4 ++ 
each other? Are hot you guilty of norealing <-> 
and relieving them', when they are over-" ;** 


charged wich buſineſſes * Do nor yout carry” | _.., 
your, ſelyes proudly and magilterially rowards . i. 
Apprentices ?' Do not you joyn in'a; confe= - 
_ tell rales againſt your Governours ? 

Ando nor you charee wihr fellow-Servants 

with ſecreſy therein, - whefEby the Narne and. 
Anthority of the Maſter is loſt, and' all hopes 


: 


of edifying are texen away 2 


KITTS KY TUE C is. - £40 ' \ 2d 1% | 
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E - CHAP. 'XXXIL,- 


:: Their miſcarriages with IP ence to the 


Minifters of Ch * they were þ 
reſt fi with _ | 


profeſfll x; "Hy: Ow - Litle have . you iefeemed them.4 
—_— 41d bow much have you ſlighted 
Side Mi. ther ? Though they were the Embaſſ adours. 
nifters be= of the Lord: of Heaven , and ſhonld have." 
fore cheir had reſf 5, , according to; the rank of rheic. 
removal, Maſter, ». that ſent rhem.z;,yet. how lictle. did . 
+=» og you honour them in_yo Jr g ap > Did, yoa, 
bur flight- ' know. them, and eſteem them bighly-, for their, | 
ing them, #0rks ſaks 2 Have your " very muci ſlight, 

I 7 hef. ed both "their, Per a nd Meſſage 2 oFI9QW. 

5.13. many have thoughhey knew as muchas. 

their Miniſters, an erefore under-valued. 

therh ? How thany niſters have been. 

lighted for their niean Parts > As if che effi- 

cacy of the Ordinance depended on the Rhbeto- 

rick of the Preacher : as if no dainties could. 

bebrougitehem in a homety iſh ; 10 r#edfure 

in an earthen veſſel: as if God could not ſpeak, 

out of the mouths of Babes : as if the. uſing 

Jordan were too contemptible a means ? j 

baye feardd the unſaundneſs of many hearts 

from 


yer mſtarriages towards Minifers. 
* from the irching of their ears : Pay! was Care- 
ZZ ful co preach" nor with enticing words, with 
7 the wiſdom of words : Though he could ſpeak 
T* with 191gues more thanall,' yet he deſired to 
' Speak rather to edification, It is likely yout 
Miniſters could have been Seraphital, arid in 
the c/94ds , but they ſooped and deſcended to 
Y yout capaciries , and denied themſelves that 
 chey might;g4zz you : more deliring that you 
# ſhould be brought in lcve with the naked 
[truth ofthe Goſpel, than with the dreſs it 
comes in 5; But nothing hath pleaſed your 
ſqueamiſh iiomachs , but mear ſo ſawced : you 
have loved the meat for the ſawre , when 
there was to ſawce you cared not for the 
Sermon , and when the ſawce was gone you 
" were weary-of the S2rmon ;' you would have 
no more of the mear. A Sermon full of 
plain raked Scriptures' would not down in 
our laſt times.: We were Chriſt-glutted 
| Goſpel-alutted. Ic's obſerved by an Fiſto= 
tl r1a2;that before the creat Maſſacre in Frances 
Wl the Proteſtants were for 4 luſcious wantos kind 
as of Preachino. Truly ( ſaith one of our own 
ed' | abont18 years lince) Ye canner abſolutely 


4.18; 


5” Ml determine what will become of us : only we have 


+ | cauſe to. ftar that conſciencious Sermons , as 
to- il much deſpiſed as they are, may he a commodity 
uld | dear enough is England ere long ,” and vifnans 
fare N may be leſs operi, that they may be more prect- 


1 Sam 


eak, | os: How unworthily have the Miniſters. of 3+ +: 


fing | Chriſt been lighted by even ſac Þcofeſfors, 
2? I} whoa little before , precended ar leaft, to' 
carts || bave had cheir life & growth from them, and 
from | EY Ao chat 


that they were thc Seals of their 44;niftry, tha ; 
they were begotten and bred up under their? 
ſhadow ; and yet in proceſs of time haye had! 


low, mean, baſe and unworthy thoughts of 
them , debaſed them as brats of Antichriſt z as + 
limbs of Babilon ? Have not many eminent | 
Profeſlors been ready ro entertain reports =; 
Sainſt their Minifters ? and have they not loſt 


their eſteems of them for one real or /uppoſed |} 
weakneſs of theirs? though you have been 


under ſo many engacements to them for your 
ſpiritual life, &c. yet if you have ſeen a lit 

tle failing or miſcarriage in them , have noC 
you forgot all their worch, and all their ma» 


ny years labours and cares for. your eternal! 
welfare ? Have not you been ſo far from e- 


fteeming the Meſſerger for the Meflage , thac'F 
you have ſlighted the Meſſage for the Meſſen- } 


g” 2 Hach not this been-che language of your ' 


earts , if not of your months, What nothing 
but this preaching ? Have not thoſe that at firit 
admired , aiterwards made nothing of this 


Heavenly Manna., becanſe of the commons, 


neſs thereof 2 When pearls were common a-. 
mong the Romans, they wore them upon I 


{niones FEir Shooes. Hath not eyen the pear! of the 


emergere 


[ 
_ not the ſtamp of the Coin? Have not your 


CUprunt 
Terc, 


auſt of their feet againſt you , yet oft come 


plained to God of the contempt you have put © 
uponthem , and how much their Embaſſy 


hath been underyalued by you? It may be 
you 


Goſpel been crodden under foot by you? Þ 
Haye.not you conlidered only the marter, and Þ/ 


Minifers, though they have not kicked the Up! 


4 


etc them and their\coundels':- but: know 
for x your cremutingand amazement of Spirit's 
"itercin you-havetuvhted Chrift himſelf; He 


' not'fear it will be'more toberatile 


ih 2n'? 


a ſublimer Nature, than ordinary, ; or have 
livered any thing more obſcurely.,. tharat 


Ynd cheir kearrs-with Ptezudices againft them? 
When they have-inliſted long upon one ſub- 
jet' , have not you: been offended ? Bur 
then did you ever" cty out of others for be- 
ing 'to0 long telling: Money to-yotr', for 
ſpending too many hours: therein'? Hereby 
you have done:the Devil as great a piece of 

vice as. any yoy .could have done- him, in 
ſour-life times: Let me publifh-thatvco: thine 


3 
"if ye, which wasionce: whiſpered in the ear: 
ook Fake heed what thou do{t,th is man 159 Roman: 


{filling your: own«and others: hearrs: with 
 Grjutice againft' your": Miniſters; ' ſeeing 
Wo 6 &y.were the'Prophets of the. muſt: high ; chiefe 
be n were men of God:: they werethe ſpect» 

{| mbafladours —_ 2” Tthink he (aid 


well, 


Stive raonght! 16 4was: n0' great; marter to. 


ther cinres ,  howirarely have. you: confer'd - _ 
ty cliem thereabout? Have not yon gone ;... 
b mono your Compantons and: fill/& your own - 


tould not. you muchmore- have taken -heed -,. 


that defpiſeth 704 > © Arſhi; eth' me May You T,vþ.ro; 
Fop:: Sodom IG. 

' and /Gomortah ;# rhe day of Jodgmees ; than 11 
2, -How fall of undue prejudices bieve your Pix i i 
dearts ben ag aint. your Miniſters and you ced a- 
7e not had \the-honieſty to; examine the Rainſ 
Fonds 3. When tlieg: hive delivered: cracks 1 


; Pas nas. "OPER"? "x SOAR 

: Fs | TOR = he RES. 
53} Their miſcarriages towarils Miniffers! bo 
well, that Prejudzce againſt the Preacher 18 


was not left joyned to a ftone : it 

of Dooms-day on them, | 
Not ble. _ 3+ How little have you" bleſſed Goa f 
fiog God ws, inyETP.c2 which' you bave enjoyed 2 ant; 
for ghem, yet hath it not been the beſt under the Copif * 


of Heaven ? This diſtinguiſhing Mercy dil ; 
not affet- your hearts as it ks Some b 
there were ( but very few) would fay A 
Brown Bread, and the Gafpel, ts a Feaſt. Few th 
like the Cliriſtians at Conſtantinople, cry rr 
out, Better the Sun not ſhine , than Clu Ge 


ſokome be ſilenced, You could bleſs Gt Th 
for Health, Etate , &c. but not for the Gy 
great-Lumnaries of Glory , who were. d vc 
pointed to condudt and guide you unto: 


Heavenly Jeruſalem. _ fl fear 
Not pray-. 4+ {Low little did = Pray for them ? Tl pe. 
ing for little have you prayedforgifts and abilities}, 
them, goe through their whole work , for pre pon 
vation for them , and for a-ſfanRified -ull . 
all Gods 'diſpenſations toward them ? fg þ, 
little dtd you deprecate the topping of hip” *- 
| moulſſ” -- 


(io << 


_—_ 


4 mouths boldly , to mak; known the ery of 
4 tbe Goſpel} Have. not, chey, oft. begg'd your  _. 
Þ Prayers, in che words of Paut; 1'be{eech ous Rams: 
J Fretbren, for the Lord Jeſm Chriſts ſaks., 20,3. 
; Y 4. | . "oe 
3 14 for the love of the Spirit, that ye ſire to» © 
oF gerber with me, wm gaur, Prayers. to, God. for *. 
We » that 1 may be delivered from them that ds 
wet believe.in Judea, (in Exglande-) and yet *- - 
ave not you negleRed. to.callupon:God for : - 
heir, deliverance ? -How can you-tell:s bus **©. 
heir mouths had {t1N been opened}. had; not ©. 
jou negleGed Prayer 2, Harh not-Chriſt pro. Atge. 7: 
Snited, Knock, ard it ſhall be apened ante you 't 7, 8, 
s To him that kyocketh, #t ſhall be. opturd > .\ 
 5« Have not you made ſorry Excufes for not Making 
I bearing them ? How little have. you believed Excuſes 
that Word, He that heartth you, heareth me 2 for not 
YI And by conſequence , that , not«hearing of _— 
eVY them , was not-hearing of Chriſt himſelf, > 
Y} What {light excuſes have been: deemed ſuffi- | 
11} cient to keep you from the Shepheards T ents? 
FJ The Apoſtle would 'have us: Sweft to bear : Fames 
he Swiftneſs notes diligence in taking the. firſt 
- "} occaſion; but how have you, to complement 
03} vith a Friend, co indulge to the fleſh, for 
| fear of a lictle rain , for fear of wetting your 
T feet , for fear of loling a ſix-penny ,. yea a 


TI 


. 


- 4x) "2.3 
. tH "9 


0 
I} 


NY 


- 


1c5Y penny-Cuſtomer , | declined ſeveral; oppor- x 
reFtunities of —_— the Embaſſadours. God 
wt Fr you > For theſe things the wrath of God ; 
Fg breaking out upon. you : the day is come, 
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gre Thejn niftar tage viMinl Monifhers” of 
Anz 8, ov coming: when y& fdlItinder from; Mon#R 
£2: > 5 far to Hill, fromStaro 324, and fer h -breaal 1 
Cantil5. and fort none; Trisv ery x&nſe iche fear of ae="JF' 
3,6. | fling her feet; wotldmoti ſerve uit Spore. 
Their © 6-*How did yo miſcarry ,} bdth_ before ,. 
maiſcarcia. ant; 3 ant afriy bear; 9? FFow Nender was 
ges beg ; your preperatios fo. attenil pon *h: ſe Deputies of. 
fore, in Chriſt? \ How itt! did "you. medirare tn Hef 
au Fong Word you were to referue at. their -lzps Þ- iq F; 
you duscorfider 2 Phe Golpe) that Fam a- 


Before Ix | , 
Hearing Bott to Hear, wikþetlic ſavor of fe unto 1.fe 
withour gy of deathwnto death :; T'hall be nearer Heas 
anrece- vey ov Helt by this Sefmon Tam going to q 
dieariop, If the Goſpe! be abwayes hid , 1 am a left Soul 
* .\. - and ſhall periſh: 1s my Sou! bangry 2 This io 
.- = the bread" of Heaven: '1s my Soul thirfly 8 
this is thewarer of life: this is the 1/k where-J 

41 .byT muſt grow up unro'eternal life': this meſs 
109323 fenger df Heaven will be for the fall a5-well a; 
'  "#herifing of many in Thrael :' If he be not 1n- 
 __-. ſhumental-for my-Salvation ,| he will be for 
Lja.'5 5. my Diimyktion: As the rain, cometh, and war 
IO, 11, tereth the' Barth and returnerh no; thither, &c. 
| $0 ſhall Gods Word that foeth forth out of this 
Miniſters \wouth , not ret unto him word, 
How-liette'did you conſider the, exce/lenc 
and-nec+ſſfry of the Word, that you were td 
partake-of ? What treaſure was: afforded yol 

3% an egithen veſſel? That the Truths and'Do+ 
Arines:that'your Miniſters ranght you, werl 

of as much worth, as your Sqpls, as Heaven 
SStvdenstt 99 SD "= 

Prayer, ' How Uiftle did jou pour ont your Sons "in 
T2 Prajtr unto:Gbd before you ment to bear bo | 
Yew: f ES. 26 F: p, : 
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= Their miſcarriages towards Minifters, 31! 

oe Aimnfters * Eicher ic your Miniſters , that 

God would open their z#ouihs to ſpeak the 

_ word truly, ſincerely, powerfully, and ſeaſona- 

bly, and ſuitably to your condition ; or for 

your own Souls , thar God would open your 

hearts, to ente.tain the word 10 as to profit 

by ic, that yon migut not have per ears, and 

ſhut hearts , chat you might not ave ears, aud 

yet hear not , as knowing tit the hearing :ar, Prov. 

and ſeerng eye, the Lord hath made even 50+ 12+ 

both of them ? , | a. 

| How careleſs were you to purge your Souls Putting 

| before you came to hear the word ? Moſes bes yy _” 

* fore he was to hear God ſpeaking par off by * 

ſhooe, to intimate that you ſhould put off your 

carnal and earthly affe&tions before you come 

to herr Gods word ; Bur have not you ruſh'd 

out of yo.;r worldly employments to many. a 

Sermon 2 How careleſs were you to lay 

apart all filthineſs, and ſuperfluity of naughts: Tam. 1. 

veſs,that you might rece:ve with meekneſs the 21. 

engrafted word, which # able to ſave your 7 

Souls ? Tf you have not come without habitu- Eccleſ. 

al; have you not negleted atual prepara- 5+ 1+ 

tion ? | ; | 
When you haye been aQuatly under the In hear- 

Miniſtry , Have not you heard irreverently ? "8 = 

without awful apprehenſions of Gods Majely \*OT: 

and preſence? Have you ſaid of the place 

where any Miniſter of Chriſt hath preached 

-untO YOu, as Facob of Bethel, bow dreadful 

x5 this place? Have you in your hearing Ser- 

' 1 mons fet your ſelves n the preſence of God, as 4s x05 

wh Cornelins did, when Peter was preaching unto 33, 

or”. s V4 _. Kim... 
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312 Their miſcarriages towards. Mimters,” © © 

| him? The King of Jab will rite up in 
judgement', to condemn the irrceverence of 

many of our Profeflours ; waen Ehud told WM 

Judg. 3-Im, / have 4 meſſage ro tore from God : E - 
20, the King aroſe from bis Throne, and bowed 


himſelf.” © 3 
Carlcſly,” ' ' Have not you evidenced your irreverence | 
in hearing careleſly , dully , drowjily , ſleepi- 

,\ &c. Have not you lenta more acten- WW 

ive ear toa Tale, to a Fable, to.a Romance, 
co a Ballad , toaStage-Play of ſeveral hours 

length , than to a Se;mon of an hour ? Have 4 

not you come to Church, as to an Apothes | 

caries Shop , forarecipe to ſleep? Hathnot 

the Goſpel come unto you iz word only, and WM 

ot in power ? When the Miniſter threatened 'F 

you from the-Lord , could-youſay, 11y fleſb 
frembleth for fear of thee , and 1 am afraid of 

thy righteous judgements ? How many months 

and years did Gods Servants threaten you 

' with a Famine of hearing the Word of the 
Lord? but did this Judgement fright you, 

and humble you , whilſt it lay in the cloud of 

the threatning , as the leaſt appearances of an 

Outward Famine have awakened you ? When 

your Miniſters came with the tydings of 

Peace to you, were thezr feer beautiful ? 

| May not your Minifters complain of you , as 
John 8, Chriſt of the Jewes, ly Word takes no place 
37, 7 you? $0 careleſs have you been of any 
ching that hath been ſpoken to you by them , 

though in the Name of*the. Lord. When 

your Miniſters .declaimed. againſt your fins , 

did you ſo mind whart they delivered , as yn 

* , hd > 6 Bhs LE 2 -s.-.. o* & 
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E” be any whic troubled ? Did you not harden >, PS 

Ke, To 

. your hearts as an adqgmant ? Were:you not {0 

=  tarr from being troubled for your fins , that 

F - it. was your only trouble, you--conld 'not 

F commit them without controul 2. Were you 

& not eyen troubled with admonitions and 

FF” counſels, commands and mean +! 

TF-- cro(t you in'your. fins? Can you » that Atts 17, 

3 you Recerved the Word with all readineſs of 171. 

28 Have not you heard hearileſly ? without a Hearr-' 

4 real ſenſe of your want of the Word, and lefly, 

| without an appetite to it 2 Had you ſuchve- | 

 hement defires after the treaſure your Mini- 

W liters were bringing you, as covetous men 

F. have afcer the treaſures of the Earth? Could . ... 
Jay hg with 1 95h oy, My AGES Plat: 
eth for the longing that xt hath unto thy judpe- in 
ments at all 456 Pe (ATes 7 Pg SOIOs 

Have not you heard unhelicuimmgly? Not upbe- 

crediting your Minifters DoQrine', and not licvingly; 

| | applying it to, but ſhifting it off from your 

* | - ſelves?. Have not their Sermons been there. 

; | fore unprofitable to your Souls., becauſe not Heb.4.2 

z | xd with Faith ? Can you ſay, that you 

£ | received their Word , as the Word of God ? 1 The. 

> | That you applyed it to.your Souls, as that 2+ 13» 

s | which concern'd you ? May not we-ſay, with | 

e | grief of Soul, as our Lord hath ſaid already » Ton 57 

y | You bave nat heard hu voice: at any tine? 
, | Whenyou heard the Word , which is Gods [ 

n | Word, did you hear God himſelf ſpeaking his 

5; | own Word unto your hearts? | 


Ii, I'2, 
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$314 Tibirthiſcarreaghstoparas Minifters,” 7 
_ 1.0. +, Have you not been caurioned by tne Lord 
 — , « Jeſus Ciritty and by his Miniſters , with a} 
"Luke Take hrad: hw you hear? And yet how oft i! f 
18.1 8. bave yow heard the Miniſters of Chriſt-carp-"Þ 


Caping'y yg ly >" Not with a willingneſs to be judped Þ 


'by the Word, but to judge it, and the 


\Preacher'for it? Have riot you lec ſlip the3 
moſt material palfages* of the Sermon , and | 


.. 7 \pitch'duporithe weaknefſes or impercinen- 7 


bs —_ 
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:.1; when you could not blame the ſubject mats 
{12 ter, fonnd fault with the method , and the! 


cies of. the Miniter ? How oft have yoa , ! 


. maniner of delivery ;' and over-look'd that , 
. wlierein. your. Souls were - eſpecially con-1 
. cexned?? . /\ | ea 


faſhioned according tot When could you 
ſay toany of Gods Miniſters, as Corne!rs to 


+ Deter,- We are all here preſent, to hear all that 


55 command:d-of God? When waſt thon of 
ſucivan yielding Spirir, as Saul was of, Lord, 


448 
Alto. -t bat wile thin have. me to do? His ear and 


heart was 0>en'to every command : So was 


7 ob 34+ Fob's;, That which I ſee not, teach thin me, 


3%. Have not you 


had your Exceptions > If Mini- 
 ſter#have enjoyn'd you' to pray/ in your Fa- 
, milies,* perhaps you heard them therein ; bur 

if they enjoynted: fromthe Lord ( the ſame 
Leziſlatour ) that you pray 1n your Wy ; 
2 1 ha £1245 


oben near iagronwdeiWf: 


I 2M you exathine your ſelves', thar:you Will 


your hands wiki borh the Tables, they'could 
riot be heard 5 0fie reſerye at feaſt 7 'Whete- 
as the right -Hhearer cries ourt'; FRTY What 
wilt thou have me todo? T will do o-any ching 2 
Lord 5 att;vely or paſs vely, co 7, e« HY ont 0 "Uo 
my Soul now , and to keep my, Show ef H! 
hereafter, . * 20s 

After heart the Embaſſadours 3 rack MM: 
bow faulty have you! been ? It nor. ps Not ext” 
what you have heard by the written Word > 'T 


| NT Seed 
Bereans conſulted with the Oracles of God, 


have 


broughr the DoQrines they heard 'ro the heard, 


meaſuring Line of the' SanRtaary'; but” ſo" 

have not- you': ” They fay, a man will tell 
money after his Father ; but you have been 

roo careleſs, to'tell over the Do&rines you -- 


have heard, How many were "there, .to :- 


whom the reputation and worth' of rhe 
Teacher , was. ſufficient proof of his Do- 
rine , receiving all that was ftamp'd with 
his crongue 2 Have not you called fuch and 


' fich a Miniſter , Tour Father on Earth, Stari” | 


the ſame ſenſe in which Chriſt forbids it 223-- Se © 
H ave not you had the Perſons of men in admi- . Jude 


_ ration , and that for advantage ? No wonder” I6. 


that Errours have abounded. Men, that 


\ through an ovyer-eſteem of the Miniſter , 


cake all upon truſt ; or through. ſloth wil 
not examine Do&tines 3 are like to be « 
ceived, _. Not re 
May wot Chriſt check » ou , rather than thegembring 
Hts > with, Why A you net remember tir: 
ave 1 wor you tieard the Word , and inſtantly ar. 
forgot 5. 1%, 
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376- Their miſcarriages towards Minifters.- 
forgot it.>., Hath not the Word gone in ar one Þ 

ear., and out at another 2 Have not you let * 

| ſup the Word ? [The word..x@2ag ue 1s:ME- 
Jam. caphorical ,. taken from a Szeue, or leaking 
1.23 Peſel, whenthe liquor runs out as falt as ic 
is put in, Haye not you hereby been ever 
Heb.2.1 learning , but wot come tq the knowledge of the 
truth > Your Memories ſhould be like the 


At 


"2 


1.3: 19>... was ſowen in your hearts :. and was not the 


...:2:! fallen ſo low , that you were contented, at 
leaſt little troubled, thus to be pjllaced of this 
heavenly treaſure ? ny 

Gs Have nat you neglefted Meditation upon the 
dicating Word you have heard? It was one ſpecial way, 
on ir, Whereby,, in time of the Law , the clean 
6 Beaſts were known from the unclean, chew- 
| Levit. ""g the cud. But how few ruminate upon 
' © 11.3, Whatthey haye heard and received? They do 
f Luke not, with Mary » keep the ſavings, and pon= 
| IL; 25. der thers is their hearts. Bleſſed are they , 
|  .» . that hear thelWord, and keep it. How few 
& ,_. retire into their Cloſets , and refle& on the 
uſefulneſs of the Word, for the nouriſhment 

of their graces., for thedefiruion of their 
ſins> How few conſider, whether they have 

met with Godin the Sermon ,, yea or no? 
Yor fhonld have gathered up the words of 

. ** Chriſts Miniſter, as Chriſt ſaid of the fras- 
©. ments, ſo as none ſhould be loft ; or as the 
+;  , Goldſmith looks after the yery dult of gþld: 
6 Ht FIT HLSSY E194 $46 b-\- : s 
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2 but.as ſ00n as Conſcaence was.quieted., : did 


ES  FEIN 
4.38, 26 


© 4? 


of 


you ever think more of the Word ?'. 
| How few havt gone from the Church to thi Not pray2 

"Þ* Cloſet , there to-ponr out their Souls for a bleſ- ing over 

+. {ng upon what they heard ?: From the Pulpit to Its 

© the 7 rae is bad; but from the Palpie to the 1 

Ale:houſe , that's abominable © :but all. are | 


not clear herein, :;:O ! If when your fin was 
diſcovered , you had gone intg your. cham-: 
bers , and bego'd humiliationfer ir, and vi- 
&ory over it : and if when nesleed duty. 
was preit in publics, you had reuted , and , | 
prayed to God to incline your hearts ro keep _ l 
Gods ſtatutes, would it not have-been better, - + © 
with you, than now it 6? _ , : 4, | 

Have not you negletied: to talk of. what you'Nor talk. 
have heard? H ve not ſome ; as ſoon. as diſ- 10g of ite 
miſs'd from the'Sermon , fallen-mco imper-, 
tinent' diſcourſes ;..abour. news and trifles, or 
into worldly bufineſs-; and ſo..the. chornes Mat. 
choak'd all the-convictions , which' they re- 13, 7, 
ceived. under the' Miniſtry ?.They conlider 22. 
nor, that the Word they have" heard , liach [ 
been the [aveirr of life , or of death; . and 2 Cor, | 
that..every..one. that goes from:a Sermon, 2. I6« : 
s0es off either with God, orthe Devil, an his | 
company. | PO SSHESE'S . | | 

H Ave not you been bearers of the Word: only 5 > apt 
and not dotrs of it ? Flaye not ou'ſo deceived vg - | 
your own ſelves? Your Miniſters haye prelt ©, 

to ſecret Prayer, ind co conſtancy in it, 

t have not you gone away, and continued 

in the negle& of that ; wherein the” power: 


of godlinefs, and heart-fincerity mainly £00 
_ : uts : 


” 
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$$: 


I4..29 


SY: 


Amos $, 
F» 6, Ty 


8,9. 


Mat. 


21. 43» 


Luke 


12. 43. 


hams mito the: world : Chri&puts 2 rather upCc 


the good Practitioner ,- tian upon the” Vir« .; 
gin Afary;'' But alas! Let it be for a La-. 


mentation-; that ſo many'\ Profeſſours have 
been for hearing ; but for doing' only whae 
they lied Saying z Wen will the new Moon 
be gond, that we may ſell Corn ? and the Sab- 
bath , that we may /tt forth Wheat > Makzng 
the Ephah ſmall , and the Shthel great, and 


 falfifying the Ballances by deteit ?' T hat we way 


buy the poor for filver , andthe needy for pair 
of ſhoves; yea, asd ſell the vefuſe of the Wheat ? 
T he Lord hath ſworn by the excellznty of Jacob, 
Surely I will never forget any of their works. 
Shall not the Land tremble for thw,' &c? The 
Kingdome of God ſhall be taken from you-s/ and 
groen to a Nation bringiig forth che fraunts' 
thereof : Bat Bleſſed 13 that Servant , whond 
his Lord , when he cometh', (hall find ſo doing- 
When did you-find the Glaffes ro diſcover 


and amentl your Spots ? Have you been'caſt 
. antothe Forms of the Dottrine,, which ye have 


received ? Have you obeped from-the heart the. 


_ - Form of Doftrine delivered to you? Hath your 


profiting appear'd anſwerable*-to the many 
months and/years you have fate ' under che 
Dews of Heaven? What do-you kzow more 
nat. ao 

ove 


Ther, ith Wb PT r; os A 0 a - Þ- k 
lifts ? .Blrſſrd aye they. that bear the Word: of 
God, andkeep it, 3. e- that'are good Pra- |} 
' ftrrroncys';” that have a conſcionable care to 4 
- regulate theatt'and life + according 
"they hear and know : They are rather ble; 


©o wine f 
thas the Mother of Chriſtirwas, f, alot | | 


» 


Ther mifcairinges townr df Mnfrs, 319 
Love and hope tor, more than you'did'? Have .: +. 1 
your hearcs and lufts ſtooped nxore and more .J- 
o this Sceprer of Chritt 2 Belieye it Sirs, JF 
$;n be not more oatous , and Chriif wite oe 
and precious , after you have heen is the Shep> _. 
beards Tents , you have loſt your hearing hogrs,” 1101 
yea contratted more guilt to your Souls. That ©» 1: 
ou have not been chang'd from glery to plory, "Boks 
. ! _ bz / F 
$4 great /fa;n ro the Miniſtry , atid a great , , 
ground of ſadneſs to the poor Miniſters, who 
car they ha.e. /abaured tz vaim. And YEE: +. 
ave not you been ſuch nnproficable hearers , 
hat: Seekers ,, Ranters , and Ouakers , baye 
ook occalion to cry down tle Office of the 
Miniftry , as a Cheat, as an old Almanack 
out of date; becauſe they have ſeen how un- 
ſuccesful the labours of Chrifts Miniflers 
have been upon your Souls ? If you had come 
down from theſe Monnts ' with your: faces 
ſhining ; if you had received more of God 
upan your hearts and lives, you had more 
crediced the Miniſtry, and put to lilence 
theſe fooliſh men, What ſhall I ſay? A 
worſe Famine is comins on Profeſſours, than 
what happened to Egypt, and if you have 
laid up no ftore, what will ye do inthe years 
of lean Kine ? | go 
7. Have not you preatly miſcarried , as to Their _ 
conſulting with them > Though one great miſcarria- 
work of your Miniſters was , to deal perſon- $*: 3500 
ally with your Souls; and God intrulted ich heir 


*»$83+> 5 4a#- 4 
. 


' I(doarinallyatleaft ) and hath promiſed; to Mae: *., 
' Poſe in Heaven, what they looſed on Earth ; 16. 19. 
| an | 


conſulring 


Jebem with che power of b:nding and loofing , Minifters,- 


3209 Theiy miſcarriages towards Miners.” - 
| and to confirm the Word of bis Servants 5 ang 
Iſa. 44+ perform the Counſel of his Meſſengers ; y* 
2 . 4 = bk, $0 Bs - - 4 

"or little weight have you laid wpon theb, 
| Juagements 2?" FO ENTERS 
Laying Have not you more credited the. Phy/iczav 
lile , opinion of your Bodies , and the Lawyers a: 
_— MN bout your E Fates, than you have your M457? 

»;/ters Concerning your Souls?  _ 
ments, How ſeldome are Miniſters conſulted with 
Not cott- about the bulineſs of the Soul and Ecernity 
— ; Will not they in the As riſe ap tocondemT 
Sell, cn this Generation ? They repaired. co Chriſti 

| Miniſters , with , Men and Brethren, Whal 

Aﬀs 2, [hall we do to be ſaved ? But alas! How man 
37: have ſate 30, 40, 50. Tears under a Ms: 
_ , and never adviſed with him wha 
to do? 


Through They have been no more »woved, than the 


hard. Rocks were, that Bede preached co. _ 
Hearred, Orellſe, through the Pride of their hearts; 

Nee they havethoughr ro healthemſelves : They 
* have beenſopuff'd up with their.own know- 

ledge, that they have not cared to hear 

what their Miniſters could declare unto them. 

If they be to rake a Journey , they will ask 

the Way of every one they meet; but ſo un- 
reaſonably confident are they of their know- 

 1ng the Way to Glory, ( though there be many 

Prov. Ways, that do indeed lead down to Hell , yet. ſj... 

14.12. ſeem the right Way to Heaven ) that they will I. 

not ſo-much azask the Way thither-ward of 

any Guide. The Fool is wiſer in bis own 

conceit , than ſeven men that can render 4] 

reaſon, ; ; as — 


Prov. 
26, 16, 


: Or | -* 


"oy wrrtages towards rinifters, 3 *t 
2: « tiey have chought as-well of cheir 
—Seu/f as forme donor their floſs, - thac rhe 


wound willheal of ic felf.- ; And hath-ir .ndt wound 


fodone ? .no body knows, how'? Can yOu 


| p* ft , * 


Houſe hath been ſwepc and” garniſhed ;/ thar -/«- 
ſever worſe-Spivits have enthrd into the Souls 


and” rhe? latter end was worſe-than their begin- 
ing? Many (faith famous Hooker) ina ttu- 
id kind of forciſh ſenſeleſmeſs , wear tit 
the blow , -and {0 waſt away -co 'nothing*: as 
nany out of ſorrow have become like ſenſe- 
eſs blocks: > + + + ITE | 

T-:How ofc hath 'Sataz, like 2 Cut-purſe's 
 Arawn thee: into ſolicnades , diflwaded chee 
Þ from going near thy Miniter , that he'may 


4 
14 


z _— or'tlly Convictions ?- and the better 
Y || «r0efteRthis;,-'hacth he nor'perſwaded -rhee 


201lookon'the-Minifter as proutl, high; ſcorn> 

ing to condeſcend' ro hear thy i Soul grievari- 
n- } 'ces, and complainits'; whereas he hath mitiy 
and many a tine with the greateſt importu- 
nity bes'd this trouble of drefling chy ſores ? 


ell bow che 'croubtes and. itipreſions miade 9% KF. 


away? 'bave:not. Minifters found: after the, ; , 


ob many convinced, and terrified Profeſſors; + 


W* | +: If you have conſulced wichyorr Miniſters, Nar- cotte 


") } have not you delayed going-to- theſe Sd wl-P hyp. ſuiti 


rian; } Whenthe wound: was newly given, with thera 
Vi 


LY aad bleeding, you ſhould hive tepared td" 
0* } them ;' but like Felix, yok havs drfmiſt jos 
VN} evittions ns Arp op porthamary, gow 
7 #\ hath Sata b 


._ |harthere needs not ſomick doe ; that! the 
T - Wo Mi- 


" noagh, 
br Atts 

. wp ogg » 2. Jo 
odlit muy >" perfirading'thieth ©7050 


oy 


. , Miniſter is too. lepal , that be will drive t©@: 
©, -deſpair, that ( as Abebthought of 2fichays 
 » : 4h) he will not.ſpeak one comtortable ware 

- '/i»» @H; that he-will, blazon the ſecrets. of thei 
_ Jouls , and ſo they ſhall get a blot by: unbo 


Their low:- j &o 
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ave not you had low :ends in viſiting 
and baſe - hem 2 yea, not only low , but baſe in going 
ends in . 1 your Shepheards Tents ? Perhaps they are 
vifiring full of Hiſtory, and you would-enrich you 
them. ' {ves with. the knowledge. of the times '0' 
- many generations : paſt : perhaps they we 
-MErry y, ( $00 merry God knows, too full 
squibs and jeſtr, the Lord forgive the unſers 
ouſneſs of Miniſters ) and you have delighter 
in ther, as Saul did in Davids Harp ,. to 
drive away ſadneſs and melancholy : or: per-W 
haps your Miniſters had quick , nimbleparts, 
and. you went to them to pick a Sallet from 
their Gardens , to pick ſome flowers: of 'O- 
ratory , or to pleaſe your fancies, or -toff. 
ſpend away time ; but how ſeldom co receive} | 
virtue from, Jeſus Chriſt through theſe pipes? |} « 
how. ſeldom'to have your rockie hearts brok-| « 
en, and to be cured of your earthly 'Spi-[f « 
A A hw: Fa Bed chte-ce pet 
$ninyic. D- 110 oft have you vited them to youth & 
ar hoxſes only to feaſt. them, and to ſhew —— t& 
to their your reſþett unto them Þ but have.nort pur- chef] (t 
houſes, ' opportunitie 0 ſuch; uſes, as' ary dill | 
_ © . © Chriſts;coming to herhouſe ? | how: lighti] &@) 


© 4n their companie? It hadbeen more youlſi 
wiſdom , 3s well as: datie 5: th-have pro DOT be © 


- IM 


* 


ies woe h 


.d ſome neceflary Queries 0 them wich re- 
Lea! ro. your -ecernicy : you. ſhould haye 
4 F awn out their gifcs and graces by propeling 
ſuch Queltions a5cheſe;. 
' * How Sir ſhall I know the difference be- "Queſtions 
þ* rween the 5/fting,, and the informing and to be 
6 gnbabiting "> of rlie S-irit ? y fan _— Mi- 
© ſhall I diicern che S pirit of dota e, from 2 
« chat bondage Sathan works in the Children. of 
£ difobedience ? How ſhall I know the diffe- 
xe rence berwixt temporary and ſaving Faith ? 
'cwixt legal and evangelical Repentance ? 
« How ſhall I know moral Yertnes from 
© Graces ? How ſhall I know that I am gone 
© beyond the. uttioſt refinements of  Hypo- 
j © crates ? How hall I wy whether the 
"JF" © Goſpel hath bad, 4 (roing off efficacy on mine 
23 be, How ſhall I know Saray's termpta- 
«tions , from the. loggeſtions of. m;ne own 
&« hears 4 How ſhall I know when Sater , 
« and when. the Spiric applyes Promiſes ? 
« How ſhall 4 diſcern the motOus of the H oly 
& Ghoſt, from che ; 7 ſes of Saran , when 
6 er ansformin# bimfelf into an Angel of light? 
T How ſhall {know the teachings. w the Spi- 
m. | tegchings of Men? How Nall 
| Of ang from Faith? How. ſhall 
te kn Wp.- whether I . have. only greameds . 
bt tthat. am full, when all-crhe while I have 
Wo bet: ov ſhall i know the. Dev4/z 
MN @ blac Sue Bi » from-ming. own, cot* 
7 Ah lame FR 2 Hat, d may. know, whom £6 
W ps ger aſſurance that my 
. nes; ? Hopgr may 1 obtain 
&« victory 
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<<-more uſefull to all my Relations? How may | 


© work of my Generation ? How Thall I do' to Go 


- youcalled your Miniſters from their knee 
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Their miſcarriages towards Miniſters. 
& victory Over tue World > How may I be - 
E delivered from ſpiritual ſloth > What ſhallI+ 
«do, that I may retain the :nflaences of Or- 
<c dinances upon my Spirit? How may I be 7 


ph I bridle my Fongue - ſo ds TO ſpeak evil of 2 
*« no man ? How ſhall I know what 1s the 2 


© work the works of God? What ſhall I do ro 
** oet a trembling heart under 'the Ford and 
© Works of God ? How ſhall I get a foft heart, 
«« to mourn for my own and others Sins 2 HowY 
«© ſhall Iknew what 1s my conſtitution ſinne ?, 
© How ſhall I know whether my courage be 
« from natural temper, or che grace of God ? 
«© How ſhall I know whether ty Parience be 
«KC natural Or [ piratnal 2 How ſhall I know 3 
* thar I ſhall ſpend an eternity with God ? 

Such Queitions as. thefe ſhould have been 
ſeriouſly debated wich your Mifiſters ; bur 
woe and alas / When you and your Miniſters 
have ſpent hours together ,' have not you 
contracted guile , and mage your ſelves un- 
fic for ſecret duties, nay perhaps have not 
rime fot the diſcharge of chem ? _— 

10. How bave you devoured mach precious 
tame in the preſence of # 4 Mmiſters ? Both 
your own, ( which is ſhort enough , therein 
to make your caHling and ele&tion fire ) and 
(which is a much more hainovs Evil) your 1i- 
#ifters time? Have not you diverted him from 
his great meditations' and 'projeRs for the] - 
everlaſting 'good of your: Sonls? Have no 


4nd 
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\ and {tudiesto caterian j 0:1 245d Dave. not 
'* > you proved Wells without water ? Fiaye not 
' # you by.needleſs vain conterences obiruted 
your own 'g00d, and hindred your . Miniſters 
6 from being uſefull to your own , and many 
4 _. . more Sovls, | fn: 
3 |; 71. Whenyouhave met with your ,Mi- Being 
nilters, have not you been fmift to [| peak (when =_- _ 
to little purpoſe ) a4 ſloMW. to hear , what RIps-.be: 
_ - fore, and 
your Miaiiter., Gods Deputie , would have (1gy vs 
ſaid. unto you ? whereas God requireth you'kear 
tO-be ſwift to hear, and flow to ſpeak. TI have their Mi- 
wondred to ſee the impudence of ſome wo- niſters, 
men herem, who ( as if none had taſted of 
. the tree of knowledge, ſave themſelves ) have 
been like bellies full of wind , ready to burſt 
till they had vent , and hadino reſpe& to the 
preſence of their Miniſter, who could not 
be heard, becaule of their noiſe and clamour, 
though the Apoltle hath ſealed up their lips, 
by ſending: them to ak, queſtions of their , C4, 
Husbands at home; yet they muſt be pratling, , 4. 35s 
as if they had a Monopolte of all knowledge, | 
_ and as if their Minitjters were to learn of 
them , rather than they of their Minicters. I 
am confident it is not the. Spirit of God ; but 
the. Spirit of Pride , Self-conceit , and yain 
Glory , which purteth prigate perſons upon 
theſe bold intrultons : ſo that the Minifter , 
who is the mouth of God, is made dumb by r 7T:rz: 
- their oyermuch ſpeaking , who ſhould aq» 2. 11, 
1 flence, What ſhall I ay 7 hear nor me, 2. 
; but the wiſeſt of men, yea the only wiſe God Prov, 
in him :- /z the multicude of words there want= 10, 19: 
FY | * FY eth 
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1 Saw. 


16, == 


Their 
n 


I; 
them, 


ggard- 5 rave of the leaſt of your ſins, and therefore: 
#3 © Tſhall take liberty to enlarge upon it. 1 


th not ſin ; but Le that reframeth bs. lips ": 


in moſt Profefſvurs much bumility , muea} 
*ſeriouſneſs, much reverence of their. Mint-: 
ſters : you have: not had rhac fear andawe } 
which became you; few have.trembled, at ; 
their approach co their Minifters, as che pev= 
ple did, when Samzeldrew near. .  , .: | 
12, Tour Niggardlineſsto your Minifters 


mens titlesro: their Cotrages z- their water- 
courſes, their-wayes, their eaſements be que- 
tioned, preſently a Lawyer is fee'd: we wil 
beat any coſtto fertle the world ſyrely ours: 
*:*6our healrh beim danger , the: Phylician is 
*Ffent for : ' botti Lawyers and: Phylicians hon- 


Fes and rooms are full of 'Clyents-and Atten- Y | 


"dants; bur \men are contented to clear up. 
their own titles.ro Heaven and'glory , and to, 
iheal-themſelves of :cheir: fin-ticknefles 2. a 
-plain:argument ,"charthey thought.che. Mi- 


. . -niftry batuſeleſs, and that they could make 


a ſhifc to live without Miniſters. . Thou haſt - 
had>Preſcriptions:for thy Souls: xecovery and. 


healch for theſe mapy.years ,:and:yet 's 
hab nocgivenemoliothing ro thy Pink 


Gians. Ifa Phyſician write a few lines , pur- 


fes are opened ; 'jf a Lawyer plead: a quarter 


-of an hour, yea ifhe plead:notatall, but on- {| 7 


fee ; bur the Minifiers work is ſ0 low: in thy || 


eſteems, that. he-might have. Rarved if all ye 
< 


were asniggardly.as thou haſd been. Le- abi 
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ZBÞe. conſidered and lamented, Your Mini- 
Mers have been under a cemprcation to with- 
Hold the preſſing of this duty upon you ; for 
thac many lay in wait co diſcredit them , as if 
they. preacbed for hire, and ſought yours, ras 
ther than you? but let me be your Remem- 
brancer this day... We cannor ſay of you ,..as 
Paul of the Gelathians , that. you received us 
«Angels of God., yea as Jeſus Chrift , and 
that you would bave pluckt out your eyes for ws : 
Alas! what did you for us more, than the con- 
traints of the Law compell d:you,ro? And 
how.many wiſhes bad you , that all the Laws 
for, Tithes had been abrogated,upon pretence 
thac Miniſters ſhould have had a better main 
tenance by a voluntary contribution ? A 
WW But do not we know: that .the.. great Rickt Giving 
* JF [ers for this have been moltcloſe-fifted to the nothing 
| Miniſters? Have not ſome of them refuſed torhem 
| to giye one penny to the Miniſters , whom noo 
a | they waited on for years togerhex ? 1 wonder 10 
” | how you could in your reading the Scrip- 
© | tures ( if you have ineeed read them) ſo long 
is overlook » who goeth 4 warfare any tie. at 1 Cor. 
d bx own churges? who. planteth 4 IW eeyard and 9. 7. 
s | oateth not the fru:t thereof? ov, who feedeth a 
"| flock,, 4nd eateth not of the milk of the flock? 
F- } Say 7 theſe things a5 4 man? or ſaith not the , 
Lay the ſamg alſo? For ut u written in the g. 
| Law of Moſes., thou ſhalt not myzle the pes 
| of the Oxe , that treadeth out the Corn, Doth 
Gay rake care fer Oxcen? Or ſaith he it alts; 
ll gether for {9p ?. For our ſakes no doubt , . 10, 
this 15 written: that he _ ploweth ſhould plow 
4 4s 
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23 hope : and that he that threſherh in" hope} 
ſhould be partaker of his hope” Ff' we haws 
ſowen unto you ſpiritual things, # it a gre 
thing if we ſhall reap jour Carnal things 2 1f"u* 
thers be partakers of this power over- you y are; 
 .. ot we rather? Nevertheleſs we have not wſe« 
this power : but ſuffer all things, leſt we ſhouli 
hinder the Goſpel of Chriſt: "Da ye not kavw 5 
that they which mms fler about holy thing s, live 
of the things of the Temple? And they which 
wait at the Altar , are partakers with the Ml. 
rar ?. Even fo hath the Lord ordained , tha 
they which preach the Goſ pet, ſhould live of th, | 
Goſpel. * That'yon may be the berter' cons 
vinced of tlie negled of your duty , ſee the 
Apoflle claimes'it as' his r5-oi=, bs Power, 
-« his Righr, and layfn] Authority, to receive WP 
' maintenance from the Corinthians : And in- 
deed Chriſt hath impowered his Miniſters”, | 
.: and they may TEmand it , without "any :ju(t 
imputation of covetouſnels and ſelf-ſeeking ; 
as the Labonrty may his þiyz. The Apoftle 
had power to forbear workmp', 1.'e, at his 
' Trade : He implyes; that the. Miniftry wot 
© be the ſaddeſt employment, * becauſe of" <8 
Jaboriouſneſs of it, if Minifters ſhould n&t 
tive of their Miniſtry : Beſides, Miniſters 
give people gold for braſs: Again, They 
who miniſtred about the holy things ,' lived 
of che things of the Temple\ yea and plenti- 
fully too'; . for they had:the Texth, and'yet 
were ſcarce the Sixteth parrot the People 
for the number of the Peap/e', without the 
 Levites, amounted £0 a thouſand ſay 
| | oa 


- 


- i Fa >, Fe 


nb | miſe. YI { towarals\MtimFers.: +379 
and three: hundred: thouſands: and' the 'Le- 
+ &s ' numbredfrom the .Ifnfant: to the old 
man's were found-but rwo and twetnty thox- 
ſands.” Butalas! Though the Apoſtle -be ſo 
| Peremptory here” and elſe-where”;''Ler'him G1 & 5 
that 45 taught in theWord', comtriznnicate nntp <> 
him that tcacheth in all good things © And' the 

{ Wile-man., Honour the Lord with thy ſub- Proy, 
farce, and with the fir fi-fruits of all thy in-g, 
greaſe, Yet I may renew an old complaint : 
Many have'dealc by their Minifters , - as Car- 

iers do by their Horſes , they lay heavy bur- 
ders upon them , 'and then hang Bells abour 
Ttheit necks: Hard 'wotk', 'and-good words 


Frhey ſhall 'have'; but 'eaſie commons , and 


 ſhght wapes': as3f they were of the iCametions-+ -.. 
WF kind, and could live by the air. 4 7 
{ -- -Bivif you have parted with any thing to Or-elſe 
_ the+ Miniſter , hath it: not been as' 4/mes Biving 
_ not'as Dues , notas Right 2* Have" nor you 


only in 

Ko ' ” . hn 24 LES Charity s 
excuſed your ſelves from giving what 'WAas nor in 
due from you , with , The Miniſter needs it juſtice: 
not , He hatha'fair Eſtate; or'at leaſt'a com.- as an 
petency ? Yea, : but what ſaith the Apoſtle p_ 
Have ye not reap ed'our Spiritual things ? and” © 
ſh old not we yory & arnals ? Have ye not been 


1nftrutted ? why then did ye nofcommunicateto 


your Miniſters mall" good things? Hath. nor 


the'Lord expreſly'alienated' a - proportion: of 


Goods for the Miniſters labour? How dare 

you live in the Sin of Sacrileg#s? Ts it 'nor 

Sacrilege for you-totetain frem God what ig 

due to him ? You are in the ſnary; for you have Prov, 

devoured that which + holy. Suppoſe + m wr 20. 25« 
: Ou 


_ 
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_ ., myGChildren want it more than he doth, he! 
 hathlictle or no charge ? O ! ſaith che Lord, # 

' The Labourer m——_ 
- thou nor fay.ſo. in.that mans caſe 2 O 1 Live. 


2 Chron. The Lord God of your-F athers: ſent to you by 


36.159, 
16,172 


; x 4 


*. 5, and mijuſed his Prophets ; May it not be ad» 
:.,, ded? #-1;the wrath of the:Lord aroſe againſt | 
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ſhonld work for thee all cheday long. would? 
It. be an excuſe for thy detaining his dues 
from him, :to-ſay , The-man hath a compe=® 
tency, yea be 4s rich, he is richer than_J amy 


y of bir hire. Wouldft: 


up to the. Light of Nature., or chrow up thy 
Profeſſion. ' It isno leſs than a wonder to' 
ſee; how little honeſty there is among men'y 
yea among Profefſours. To. defraud a.Minis! 
-Rer is hardly counteda {in., .. The riſe of this} 
15 the great contempt of; the:Minitiry : A Sin 
that God-.is .now reckoning with youfor. 


his Meſſengers , riſing \upbetimes. and ſend> WW 
wg ; becauſe he had compaſsron 0».his people y } 
aud on bis dwelling place ; but you mocked the 
Meſſengers. of God, and drffiſed his mords , 


ria his peopte',. till there was novemedy. Ror this 
' Sift, God brought upon the I{raclites rhe-King 


$17.5 26 of the Chaldees ; mho- ſlew. their yo 
with the ſword, 5n the hone of their Suvituary, 
. aud bad no:compaſrion 


f 

c 

I 

I 

ri 

Ft 

w 

into the hands: of. worſe. Babylonians ? You” » 
01 

he 


min 
u young man or maid- 
1, old yan s: Or him :ftooped' for age y he 
gave them all :nto hes bande; Have not 'you Þ* 
cauſe to fear; leſt'you ſhall alſo be ſo given || 


can judge:what is a Miniſters competency z 
. , but when have i @ competency? You can 


add field to field , houfe to houſe , hundreds | 
ONT ---. | ; co 


7 | . 7 "P 
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$ x f Ss - AT 
Tages twards Min 
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hundreds , 


gecher., a competency for a Miniſter ? 
V uat is that greac ſeryice you do for: God a- 
dove che Minigerz , that.you ſhould think ir 
onable , to leave: hundreds ,. yea- thou- 
andsro.your Children, and thar the-Mini- 
ter ſhould be kept ſo ſhorc , that he cannor 
eaye chem 2 groat ? What ſhall I fay to you ? 
et me; borrow the words of God: by. the 
rrophet:: Will amanrob God? Yet yo bave 
bbbed.me : But ye ſay., Whercin have-we rob- 
ed thee? In Tythes and Offerings.:' Te: are 
wrſcd with a curſe : for ye have robbed me, 
yew this whole Nation. Bring ye. all the 


, "ect 515 mine houſe , and: prove me \now beve- 
ih ,. ſaith the Lord of Hofts., if 1, mill: not 


"out 4 bleſuing x. that there ſhall ' yet be 1000s 

enough to receive its. 20997 16: 
O ! Do not any longer detain whats due 

to your former Minifters.: make tefitution 


| ds, and'yet the Horſe-leach Cries 
wwe, Gove: Yetdonot you judpe a:\mall 
pEnd , that will hardly keep body and foul 
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Aﬀal. 3. 
8, 9,10, 


'open you the windaws of Heaven , and. pour you 


Refſtiruti- 


on to be 


-6t unjuſt-gain, as ever you hope tobe ſaved, made by 


-It-isnot enough tolay , Lord, forgive: me, ſuch 


ou muſt 


1 

1 

. 

{ 

1$ 

£ 

n 

'> | I thought: ic not. my. duty ; but 

pe | Feckon how —__— thou haſt reaped$j 

i | Fieuals , and pay what thou oweſt, or'F 

-n | illcondemn thee, for he thought it unſate 

)1 | 9 keep! what was unjuſtly got.. Remernber 

;.» | © achexs., he thought ic nor enough to give 

4c | ke- made conſcience of making Ay 7 
6 


9g as 

have not 
iven | 
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due from _ 


them eo 
their Mis 


> | pverhis oppreſſion , but., when converted, 
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17 im. 
5 I7,t 8. 


1 Cor. 
2.14, 


a” 4 


Tam. 5 
4o | 


-Ordinance of God ?. The Lord hath \ordai 
 Ind& 


from thence arguments drawn that you can- 


T heih, miſcarriages tewaravyrmrſgevs.. 
Let the Elders that-rule'well, be counted 'Or 
thy of donbl: honour, eipecially they who, bak 701 
23 the Word and Dottrize : For.the S cript io | 
ſaith, thou (halt not muz.z.le the Oxe , thai 
treadeth-our the Corn; and the Labourer "Þ 
worthy of his reward. Here, you {ee donbh 
hovoar , honour of reverence, and. honour 
marmenance , was due unto your Minitlters} 
Here-is an allu(ion to the right of cae- arſh 
born ,, who were to have a double portion} 
Their maintenace was due from you; neithg 
ſhould their maintenance have been 0: dimnat 
mercenary wages., butſvch as 1s given | 
way:of honour, as well as by way of rewar 
Have not . you lived in the contempt'of : 


Fa cp __ « 
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edz>-e&rr7-as before... Do not any longer del 
yonr *Conſciences,, , by crying again F: 
Tythes as Antichriſtian, as Jewiſh. Did 
not:Abrahens, before the-Jewiſh Laws, pay 
Tythes te/MHelcbiſedeoh 2 And are there not 


nor-anſwer ? | Why; do: ye not fear, leſt, 


through the prevalency of Self , you ſhoutd | | 
be-tdo baſe, coverous and partial''in: yout || « 
- .own'mutters?. 'Q'! Gzve ro God, what ul « 
_.. - Gods: Deny not your Miniſters their dues: || « 
( 


You owe vaſte ſumms'to them, which if you 
derainin this day . of their--wants ;:God will | « 


©. call:you cox fpeedy accaunc for the princing || « 
_ oftherfaces ot cheſe pgor z- yea he will make | 
 yeauvomitup ſuch ſweer morſels.,:wich all] v 
the reſt of your \vbſtance 5 if not with yout þ 
blood. Behold rhe hire of the Labourers|| þ 
4 | j 
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uch have reaped down your Fjelds > #hich is 
you kept bick ty fraud , crieth: and the 
7 es of them , which t ave reaped , are entred 

I=to the eares of the Lord of Sabbath. Lydia 
Zen enforced the ApoRles to accept of her 
fr. The Macedonians beſeech'd Paul with 
nuch encreaty', ro accept of their ' bouncy. 
thou'wert converced by one of them, tho 3 
lidft'ewe tohim no lefs than thy ſelf : Whar .-, 
hou arc and haſt, ſhould noc have been- | 
ounted' roo dear fot him , who Was Gods 
nftrument , co pull thee as a brand out of 
he fire , even when thou walt half burnt. 
ay at lengtli with Davzd , 7 will not ſerve my 
Jod with that which coft me nothing. 1 ſhall 
Sgconciude this head with che ſayings of a Re- 
ty verend man, © Iris a plain argument of 4 
& baſe efleem of God, of Grace, of the 
TKingcome of Heaven, tha a Servant, a 
&Factour, ſhould have twenty times the 
n- | <atfowance of Heayens Fatour for your 
t,f © Souls; You ate not cofne up to the ho- oY 
ata | *neſty ofche Phariſee, He gave T ythes of all __ 
Aut | & char he poſſeſſed, even of the ſmalleſt things, 23» 230 

ul of Mint, and Aunis,. and Cummiy : And ” 
's: þ © dortinor Chriſt ſay , Theſe things ze ought. ae. 
"Ol | © 27 have dane? Whit were your Miniſters," * 4** 
vill | * more unworthy than the Prieſts. of "that +, _. 
ins IP.1 Fg (4 | ER "Their re- 

<4 F go * SE EEee cad 4 
ake " 23." If you have not been nigoatdly TO- neſs of 
al} watd your MiniRters whilſt alive 'Wich you , the Wid- 
ou | þavs Hot you been, niggardly towards: their (one ant 
7% | Wives dud Children after their. deaths ? Neri» Goiyete” 
ly nor mindibs the Widows and Children of geaq Mi- 

we de- niſters. 
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Their 


grieving 
their Mi- 


niſters, 


ſal, 
119. 
158. 


7 Thef. 


 $. 19. 


Thaje miſterviage — rg. 
deceaſed Miniſters 1s a (in that Gol will. Y 
member in the day of accounts. David es . 
quired after the ſee4 of Fonathan : he evis 
wap: his true love co che Facher in remem! 6 

bring the poſterity. O! when ſhall love 
be wichour diffimulation ? 

4. Have vot jou been avery great croubl 4 
zo their Souls } Your Miniſters were ſo. 
&ionately delirous of . you , that they vere 
willing to have imparted to you., not ; 
Goſ l only ; but alſo cheir own Souls ; bed | 
cauſe ye were dear unto them : And is this 
your kindneſs to your Friends ? to break e- 
ven their hearts, who were glad to-ſpend 
and be ſpent for you t How proudly Fave 
youcarried it toward them 2 God threatned!? 
the 7 ſraclites that the 'C ananites ſhould. fv ls i 

pricks in thair eyes, aud thorns in their fodes < * 
Carols ic better became Canenites to be: 
thorns to the /ſrae/izes , than for you to be 
thorns tO your Miniſters. _ Hoiy oft have you 

rieved them to ſee your ſtoutneſ(s and re-. 

llion againſt all cheir Counſels ! May not 
your Miniſters ſay as D avid, 1 bebeld be 

Tran, greſſours _» and was greeved : becauſe, 
they k-pt not thy Word? May they not ſay, j| 
We Nas: ſeen your lukewarmneſs. , your, | 
ſloth, your earchlineſs ,. &c. an oo © 
were troubſed 2 You fliould live been Jike, | - 


the T heſſalomans 5 the Fray. of | our re Jojeing 3 * || 
but you have been crowns of therys _ o 1 
have facet not'our heads . but fre, { 
ſhou - 


have refreſhed our Bowels, been p 
_ Cprdials, > and ſweet refreQires , 


4 


er 5M 


—— OO Re —— 


kr wearitome labours ; but haye- not you 
palc unkindly with us? and 'che: more we 
we loved you ,' have: not we' had: the leſs 
ve-from you? Have not you:been more 


pur Minitters ?.. You have baited , .and been 


after all our toyle,, our riling up-early , -and 
licting up lace, our ſpending our: trenpth,our 
Jungs,. our ſpirits, yea and our eſtares among 
You;you have requited us evi] for good, even 
tothe ſpoyling of our Souls, Ye ſiffe-necked 


wajer refit the Holy-Gho#t : as your * Fathers 
did,/o do ye. Which of the Prophets have met 
Fathers perſecuted? &c. Have not' you 
RM :1n your hypocrilie: made 'outcries againſt 6- 
hers for fileacing, your Minitters? tor caking 


* away the bread:out of yours and your® Chil- 
e | drens mouths? and for removing them from 


a. | their fations and dwellings? Bur'may'nor I 
-.. | profeſs in-the name of 'all my Fettow-Suffe- 
ye | ers:, that your mifimproyements, your in- 
be | conftancies, your pride; andearthlineſs, have 
ſe. | been, andareonr chieteſt burdens?” a ee 
7 preflure to us; than any:burdens;thatilye up- 
ur, | oor names, bodies, or eftares'?.T: cannot 
als, | dat think of a paſſage of holy Mer. Shepheard: 
ke, | The Jews ( faith-he )did long for Chriſt, and 
5 ; | *henhe came ,:they Crucified hi + and you 
> | would bive Mmiſtersand:you tad chem, and 
ou thoughyou did riot (cimmediacely ) raft them 


as. | Out of their places; yet you ſo weartedtheit 
| all Spirits, and grieved the Spirit in them , that 


fl], | you 


| OS oo OB 


nerciful to your Horſes and Dogs , than-to 


indtothuſe creatures; but God:knows how, | 


P (11 


nd mvcnrcamc:ſed tn heart and cars., ye doal- ry 524 


hs _ _—— 
'Y . 4 
® > « bs Rs 0 3 X _ 1 6] * 1 
_ 4 3 a ? { , <4 0 3 3 3 5 
| Pa l 4 | } | 


A 
? 


.- 


336 


 Hebr. 


13. 17. J04y and ſubmitted your ſelves, that they migh 


T[a, 49. | 
- ry Sotils with reproacies? Some who--ha 


+5* 


_ theirreproachfull Names 10t Prieſt , Parſom:; 


your Miniſter, have, not you been cen{uririg 
him fop.hbis manner of.ſpeaking 2+ Hiv:Treet 


you made. them-glad to. bury themſetves, 4 
leave-rtheir: places :' you had Prophers% 
their: ceats.and cheir ſorrows; too, 'yea'a 
their blood coo , and O-1: wha: a light:matd 
was it/nntoyoh to break their very heart 
How little did-you obey them that ruled" ow! 


giue their account with joy, And nat with grief! 
How lictle did you belteve., that rhar 44:0 
profitable for you? Have not.you made:nothint 
of ic, for your Minitters to:loſe-rheirlabouy 
to put them upon crying out, ./ have laboure 
in vain ? Yea how have:you grievedtheir-y 


pretended-affe&ion tothem , yer: have.\hae 


Vicar; &c. Taough God:hach puta -Crown*F* 
of honour upon them ,. by:making them»his . 
Ambaſſadours; yer how have ſome: impu- - 
dent Proteflours blaſted chem wirk :cheir 
finkins breach, and profane ſcoffs 2? Ambaf- 
ſadours are-jnviolable by the Laws: of Nati 
ons, The Lord: ( ſaith one ) hath ſet abec- 
rag mark-0n'them, than Can bad , and: given 
them.a better paſport:: rouch nat: mine Anoin- 

ted, ani do my Prophets uo harm: yetyou have 
made a light-macter of vexing their vergSouls, 
Waen-yqou could have nothing elſe: 'againkt | 


(ſay they, ) are weighty aoll pode: Fall bie- bs: 
bodily (pre fence ts w84k:, and: bit. ſpeedly cov- 
temptible, 9% CiM10Y JIV e929»: ; 41: 3;0; # FELE 
4b: $23 4 219162 Srf0 baveiny 1nd, halllys 


-* 
1 
—_ - i. 


Ds Were even y/ of -them #\ >> not you 
deen as weary of them, as the Children of 
[>gel of Angels £0042 --as weary as weak ſto- 
nachs are. of feeding owone diſh.? Your-Mi- 


ng duties : they would not tuffer you to tin 
huietly ; and were not. you therefore bur- 
hened with them ? they would not ftgnd 
nd comply wich your carnal ends and ſinfull 
tereſts ; and did not your hearts therefore 
try Out away with them ? Haye not you been 
ike the Gadarenes, more willing to part 
vich your Minifters, chan with your ſwiniſh 


,n your knowledge , cis no wonder if God 29. 
five up many of. you to- a reprobate mind. 
Hath not the Goſpel been roo coſtly , too 
chargeable to ſome of you ?.and too irkſome, 
requirins too much pains taking , to others 
of yon? O! when you Remember your cry- 
ing iniquities , for which God. is chiefly con-. 
tending with-you , forget not this drer ' 
linne of being weary of Gods Ambaſladc 

of being weary of ſpeaking with God, + .. 
cf hearins God ſpeak unto your Souls. | 


CHAP: 


bt ER towards Miniſters, 337 
Lilly, Have;nor jour” Miniſters been. ſo prq be- 
pableſomt to you in your ſins, in your forma- ing weary 
ty > worlds lykenpr 5,. Tc. that of rhem, 


iſters urged AleNi-diſplealing and ſelf-deny- .- - 


luſts 2 Becauſe you did not like to retain God Row, 1: 


Profel- 
ſours miſ- 


their Mis- 
niſters 
fince their 
Nor find- 


want 0 
them, 


eſtecming account ? Do you look upon your ſelves as 
the loſs fitting in darkyeſs, yea inthe region and ſha- 


SAAASASANGSS IAIN 
\ : » 57 
CHAP, XXXIII 


torard =QAfinifiers of Chriſt, ſince their removal. 


removal. bo ow many of you do not find them Wans- 
: ting ? This will be evidenc by the 
ing the following Queries. 
f Have you indeed arcounted that none in the 
world want belp like your ſelves upon this very 


greate- Jowof death > under a worſe Plague than the 


nough, 


— — DC _—_— re roo—ccet 


Egyptian-darkneſs > that was a darkneſs , 
wherein men lived, but do yon look on this 
as a darkneſs of death? Io you account a 
T hrone without the Goſpel but the Devils 
Dongees'? wealth without the Goſpel, fuel 
for Hell > Advancement without the Goſpel , 
buta going high, to have the greater fall ? 
Do you look upon your ſelves as under 4 
worſe fanine than that of bread ? Cannot you 
your ſelves make up this great loſs ? cannot 
you ſet other things in the breach ? 


Gving Do not ſome of you ſet good books in the 
abour ro room of your Miniſters ? / confeſs ( faith a 


—_—_ it. Reverend Man ) Reading hath its uſe; but the 
223 voce bath # you force upon the Soul , it bath 
Gboks, 4 Minifter; efficacy : by which the — 


TOM ages tents nierti 239 
1 Sov 


erargn efficacy of the Spirit ts convey- 
d, 1 5 God the fruicfullreC af the Preſs 
May not beget a diſ.efteerh and contempr of 
e oreat Ordinance of che Miniſter already : 
you have been, told already chat Lather had 
rather his books ſheuld be burnt, chan the 
Scriptures ſuffer a diſhonour and negle& by 


Wperngng bis papers. 


Do not ſome of you ſet your own parts and Their 
pefrs in their room? Do not ſome of you own parts 
hink that you have ſo | roficed by. rheir Mi- azd Sifts, 
iſtry , that you have no further need to at- 
end upon any Minitters of Chriſt ? May not 
ſuch doubt whether cheir experience of the 
power and effi-acy of the Miniftry hath been 
true , ſeeing true experience thereof ſweer- 


-eth the Miniſtry vnco Souls, raiſeth up their 


eſteemis of it, and engageth chem to a further 
and more chearfull actendance upon ir. A 
true taft will parpen the Souls appetite : the 
true Chriſtian gets a Stomaeh by eating, as the 


new born babe by ſucking. As new born babes 1 Pet.2, 


deſire the ſincere milk of the word , that you 2 3. 
ay grow thereby , if fo be that ye have fonnd 
that the Loyd « gracious: 

Do nor ſome of you £0 ahout to make up Ang = 
your ſelves by atttzding on Chriſt's compant- Chriſt's 
os In the ſenſe of Solemorv? by going to ©2mpant- 
Wells without water ? by ſucking empty breaſts, —*  . 
whence you can draw nothing , but wind or -©"** ** 
blood ? what is this but ſeeking rhe [wing a- 4 


thong the dead ? expeRting gracious ſhowers 


from Clouds without rain > making up the 
want of bread with ffores, if not poyſop? O ! 
PF 23 why 


ei 3 
= 


_— do 
EE Rn adn 


Pr I EE—m 


349 Their miſearriiges towers Memfers. . © 
why do not you ſay, Tell me, O ee whons| - 
my Soul lyveth, where thou feede(t, where tho 
makeſt thy F tocbs to reſk at Noon? for wh) 
ſhoult I be 4s one that turneth' aſide by "* - 


ES 
-— 


flocks of thy companions ? 
Not What ſighs, ſorrows, tears, &C. hath the re-T 
mourning zoval of your Miniſters coſt you ? Cannot you Þ 
noe. rub it out very quietly 2 If you lofe your $ 
want of. Jewels, Ettates, Names, Friends, Children, } 
them, @«c., we can read the ſorrows of your hearts # 

in your countenances : you are almoſt angry. 

with God when a poard is ſmitten, O ! what, 
finkings of heart are there amons Prof-:(- 
ſours > what Cares 2? fears ? griefs ? ? not only ' 
to the ſadning of their hearts , but altering of 
their countenances, when the world yaniſh- 
eth? And yet no aking hearts , no dejected 
countenances for the glory's departing, for 
Gods ſhutting up houſe ana departure ? I am 
confident it hatn not broke one nights reſt 
ro many , Who yet will think themſelves 
wronged, if they be not placed in the hisheſt 

form of Profeſſion. 

Not Faſt- That time haſt thou ſet apart to humble thy 
iag under Soul for all thy abuſes of the Goſpel and Mi- 
this Judg- ,z/fry thereof 2. If a Child be lick , time muſt 
7" VE ot apart to humble thee before God : this 
is your duty ; but the other ſhould not have 
been nesle&ed. Thou may*ft ſubſiſt better” 
without Children , than without theſe Spiri- 
tral Fathers: a Goſpel Minifry isa greater 
Je well, chan many Sons and Daughters, Thy 
7inGs linaed away the food of thy Soul 
. ave put, thee in Sackcloth, and upon 
Faſting 


= TP ſcarriages towards Miniflers. . 34" 
Faſting wich movrning lors ago. All Iſrael 
amented afier the Ark; Bit are not you as 
merry and ſenſual at yuur tables as ever 2 
Yea arg not you ſecretly glad 'ar the remwval yea le- 
of your Mmiſters? Miniſters and IMmiſtry — _ 
( ſaich Shepheard ) are bills of charges to a Fas - 
Congregation , and tO0 coſtly Inhabuants a- removal. 
mong them. | : 
2. Have you juſtified God im the removal of Not juſti- 
them? Godas a wiſe and provident Maſter iy we — 
Save you glorious lights ro do his work by; et 
| but you have plaid away your time : 1s it any | 
' wonder thac he hath pur out your Tapers and 
F Candles? Have you confelſt che righteouſ- 
neſs of God herein , that he will not be ar 
colt to fiad you Candle light to.play by? Hath- 
this been thy hearts acknowledgment, © God: - 
*££ gave me theſe lights, that 1 (might work - 
<« for him by them ; and becauſe -I did-not,, ** ' 
e< but. wrought the work: of darkneſs; there- *** 
« fore he .hach moſt juſtly lefr me in dark- 
.ec-neſs, and in the ſhadows of death : be- 
\ Ee cauſe 7. rece;ved not the truth 1n the love 
\<« thereof ; I took it into mine head, but not 
.<c into mine;heart 3 God may jultly /end..tte 
« ftrong deluſions , that F ſhould believe alye. _ 
© It is the obſervation of Parexs upon many / 142 
« of the Jews beins ſeduced, that it was;juſt Fareum 
« with God, that they ſhould believe: im- ## A&. 
« poſtours 3 becauſe they would not, give 5+ 36- 
my * credit to, Jeſus Chriſt. - O ! God may make 


2 The. 


y ; 6 ſhort, work with us in his Judiciary pxe- 
alt | -©* ceedings.. .'When-God hath departed.upon 


"4: repulſe he hath left a diſmall; curſe: be- 
oy 4. 4 SR. 


LR _ 
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Fob. 36. 


I 2, 


Nor bleſ. +5 x 
ſing God bleſs God, that once you did enjoy a Goſpel Mi- 


for for - 
mer Ope 
/ Portunte 
Tics, 


Nor cry « 
ng for, 
their re. 
rurn, 


years together , found in your mouths ? Ir is 


 gecher. 


iy 
roof of my mouth, if I forget to pray for | | 
. Miniſtry of the Goſpel been counted a glori- | *'- 


. T2 TY 
Their mWiſtarrtages towarlls Memftersy. | 
< hind him-: / ſay unto you that none of theſſ | 
« men, which were bidden ſhall taſi of my Sul Þ 
& per; If the meat be on the tavie ; yer it 
«« juſt with God thart I ſhall never taſt of jt 
«for I have controuled the Spirit again ant 
<< again: twenty, thirty, tourty years have 1 
« yexed the good Spiric of rhe Lord ; and 
<«« therefore he may ſwear in his wrath 'that 
<: ſhall never enter into his reſt : It ſome 
<« ſhall never taſt that have neg.eated one 
<< Call, woe is me, who have neglectec 
« thouſands. Take words and ſay ; becauſe 
« T have not obeyed the voice of chy Ser 
<« yants, "cis righteous that I periſh by the 
« Sword, and dye without knowledge. 
3. How little have you bleſt, and do you 


»:ſtry ? and ſuch a Goſpel Miniftry? How ſel- 
dome are fuch words as theſe , Bleſſed be they, 
and bleſſed be their Counſels, and bliſſed be the 
Lord , that ſent them out to meet me in for- 
mer dayes. and for ſo many dayes, months , and 


a fign that your diſeteems of the Goſpel and 
Miniſtry do ſtill abide, whilft yon cannot 
find in your hearcs to thank God for enjoy- 
ing ſo choice a bleſſing for ſo many years to- 


4. What cries have you fert wp to Heaven 
for the return of your Minifters > Dare you 
thus imprecate , Let my tonyue' cleave to the 
Zions welfare in this particular ? Had the 


yus 


_ F Trerr Wiſearriages towards Miniſters, 
Zovs blefſing, you would have ſent ſtrong 

ves to Heaven, for the return of it : Had 
Ou believed , thar they came to treat with 
/our Souls, abour your peace with God, 
and that God hath appointed this as the grear 
means to bring your Svuls to himſelf, you 
would-not have parted wich your Miniſters 
ſo ealily , being as little moved, as at the 
withering, and throwing to the dunghilf, of a 
formerly flonriſhing Noſe gay of Flowers ; 


for the rerurn of there glorious Lighes of 
Heaven. How can you chuſe bur fear , the 
Lord hath no+ more Souls to convert in 
that place, from which the Goſpel is re- 
moved? Jeſus Chriſt prayed, that the Goſ- 
pel might be ſent to the Gentiles : In an 4c- 
ceptable_time have 1 heard thee. O! How 


the return of your Fathers ? Have they not 


condemn you? 


"2 


HR Shs a. Er 


u | bleneſs, pride , fenſuality-, earthlineſs , 
ze | diſ-eſteems,”* and negleats of the Golpel , 
xr | for your abuſe of the rafenes of Gold , that 
e | you hid or waſted, can you imagine that 
i- | *-God wilt intruſt you with 'more talents ? A- 

" Y 4 LEES 


Sand you would liave wrefled with the Lord, 


343 


Iſa. 49s 
« Come 
ſhould you have prayed for the fruit of pared 
Chriſts prayer ? Have you back'd prayer with wth 2 
prayer ? Have you donbled your Prayers for Cor.6.2. 


begotten you ? Should they not be unto you as Tudg. 
Fathers? Wilt not Idolatrous Micah elſe g. 17. 


5. How little de you ſet your ſelves in a fo- Nor pre- 
ftare for the return of the G ofpel and the Mi- paring 
»:fters of it? Until you have humbled your for ſuch's 
» | Sotilsas low as the duſt for your uhprofirs- mercy 

ali 


'Q 


f 


Hof. 5.God is gone and returned unto his place , till 


13. 


Being 


niggardly 


eVen now 


344 - Their miſcarriages tom araval 


ronard 


them, 


freſhing aud feeding of your poor Minifters 


/ilderneſles. F 

gar and the Child ; Did: God pity thit Egyp- | 4 
1 cl ; 

e 


Minigers 2 Are not you ſo far from the Ma- 


las! few put themlſelves in a readinets : wp: 
prepare to meet God , as formerly they 
met him in the ſolemn Aflemvlies, Verif 


acknowiedge your fences ( your Goſpel-tinsY 
and ſeth his face. But it ye ſeek him not ear 
how can ye hope for the brinzing back th 
Captivity ? that the glory ard ſtrength wy 
1E:urn £ L ; 'Þ 
6 How little do ye now lay ont for the re 


now tuat their neceiities are ſo growing 
you cannot now excuſe your niggardlinelf 
with this, they have a competency : Alas 
molt of chem , and cheir many little ones are 
in great ftraights and exieencies, and what 
{till ſtraihrned in your bowels? Is not the 
Proverb made good , Out. of ſight out of mind? 
If all were as unmercifull as ſome of you , 
they and. their Children would ſwoon away 
in deſolate Wildernefles. Remember Ha- 


tian? and have you no pity .on your poor 


2 Cor. 8. cedonian bounty , of giving -ahpue your pow- | * 


"81 


.. ld 


_ ſeek great things tor your &{vgs,.; pd ſend - |, 


aw ; # 
4 


er > that you will nor. afford..them your ſu- | * 
perfluities ? Who 1sthere chat redeems from | © 
his table , from hjs belly, from his cloaths, | © 
to cover theſe naked. ſho Iders ,; and to, fall | © 
theſe Empty belkes 2 Noth not Barack's. ſore | << 
run upon, you ,-you trade, for.your -elyes , |. 


, 


{ 


way. y-Our ſj Pp 


iritual | Fathers,,. with z; T pray [1 
God bleſs you., &c. ,be.yeclombed y & ci 


— 


L 


e W 


'3 


p, 


i 


that I write unto you. , for you are not taught of x T hef. 


« Mountains of Diviſion ; andas if they had we. 

.* been baptized in the Waters of Meribah, '.. . © | 
.<© che. Waters of Strife. Oh * that my head -. ... 

were waters , dnd-mive eyes fountains of tears, 


7,6 |-it meep day and night for the want of love 38+ > 


_— 


- Ee TraNtages towards Saents, &c. 345 
$i. do nor give according to their neceſſities, 

your abilities, O! How awelleth the Tay, 2, | 
e of God in you? Boalt what you will of 15,16, 
Bur Profeſſion and Faith z your Faith with- 17, 
wt Works t but dead, | $ 


CHAP, XXXIV. 


| 
Want of Love among Profe f{ours, | 


”" & S touching brotherly love (faith the Apo- $i s | 
A tle fie the 7. hots ) you LA —_ | | 
not that I write unto you.; for ye your ſelves are the wanr | 
taught of God to love one another , and indeed loven- | 
you do ut : But may not I ſay to Engliſh Pro- Chrts | 
feſlours, As touching brotherly love , you need gy, © | 
God? <© The fire of brotherly Iloye ( faith 4.10, 
*« one ) is almoſt ready to goe our, ſcarce a= 

« ny ſpark of it yet remaining among us ; but 

<« inſtead of the fire of love , the' wild-fire of .. - | 
© p4//z0n rageth vehemently , and is yurue- —_ 4 
«© minant. . Many liye as if they had been :. :: 
© born on. the Mountains of Bether , the + ©*! 


5he': 999 


_ 


at... ro ——_—_ ——_— 


9, Profeflonrs Feak >? How few have purified | 


Their miſt arriuges owara Fanavy, = 
the Chrift;ans of this generation towards ns 
. azother. How common hath it been 
confines our loye to our own party ? We 
Col. 1, not loved all the Saints, How few Bucers A 
I4. there > How few love all ;n quibme align; 
Chrifti vident , in whom they ſee any thi 
of Chriſt 2 Many even hate choſe chat diffy 
from them , though but in CircumRantiall 
Others , though they are aſhamed to profe] 
p their harraf upon Tuch aft atedunt, yer 60g 
r0V* their hatred by deceit, till their wicked» 
"Oh reno wa , | fr 
be hid no longer , bur ſhew'd before the whe 
Congregation. Tae Devil began his Leg 
demain this way , by covering his Enmit] 
with pretence of Friendſhip. What fail 
the Apoſtle ? Let love be 7 diſs:mulacs 
Romt 2.09 : But alas! With adouble heart how t0Y 
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P [al.1 2, their Souls in obey mg the truth through the Spz- 
__  78t, wnts ufifeigned /ove of the Brethren? | $ 
x Pet,t, Mott love in word and i» tougue only , but not | C 
a2, nn deed aid tntruth, Many , like your Fea-| P 
1 Fobs 3 ther caps humble Servant , pretend love; bne | w 
18. jt never appears above-board : it is Dear|ft 
. Friend , Good Soul; buttheir hearts are not | ye 
Eviden- with yOu. In order to che convincing of us| thi 
_ of our guiltineſs herein , O that our Con-[an 
Br Fi. {ciencesmay be ſuffered to give. in full an-|*! 
from Iwerstothe following Queries ! « ( 
Heaven t. How have we call'd for Fire from Hea|* a 
gat ven , ( like the two Diſciples ) when we havi|*t 
—_—_— thought onr ſelves diſhononred, i that othert|*1; 
perſwaſi- "bave not given [nth a reception Fo var Wayet apdl%* x 
ons, Þprattiſes in Religion , as we expetted > Haveſft 1 
| notf”” 


ſ 


85 Sans. : 
Magiftrates been initigated againſt godly 
ons , if of a different perſwaſion from 
"ſelves? Haye not we wiſhed others, 
= divided from us in ſome Circumſtances 
Worſhip , even baniſhed ? Have we not 
yed our, the Land is not able to bear them? 
ave not we been glad, when ſach were pur 
at of all Offices and Places of Profit ? And 


: 
- * 
, 


zxod , if they had been kill'd> Whilſ ſome, 
der colour of mercy and tendernefs, cryed 
vr a general Toleration, even of blaſphemy : 
chers ran into the other extream, and 
7ould endure nothing, that they deemed an 
:rrour, Even to this day, if men ſeruple art 
the lawfulneſs of ſome Ceremonies and Ge- 
F tures in the Service of God, they are 
thought worthy , nor only to be caft out of 
3- | the Church ; bur to be delivered over to the 
; 2 | Secular Magiſtrate , for Imprifonment, and 
ot | Confiſcation of Goods at leaſt : So tnnch is 
a- | P axls meekneſs forgorten and un-imitated , 
ac | who ( though zealous acainſt the Faith-de- 
ar | ſtroying Errours of Hymenexs and Philetws 1 
ot | yer ) wonld have much forbearance for 0- 
us|thers , when donbeing of the uſe 'of Meats, 
"n- [and the Feweſb Ceteronies. «TI read in- 


an-|*deed ih Pagas Writers ( ſaith one ) that Baxters 
* Chriſtiatis were as cruel as Bears and Tygers S4ints 
ea|© againſt one another, ec. Bur I tad hoped Keſt E- 

| had come from the ma- dit. S. 
bert|*lice of Pagan Writers : Little did 1 think part 7+ 
anl|i* to have ſeen it fo faer verified, ec, Lord, Chap- Fe 
velit What Deviſs are* we UnſanAfied , whenp- 127+ 


ave\® that this accuſation 


F rhere 


ave not fome thought it good ſervice to. 


a. A... at —_— — as 
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348 Thetr miſcarriages tOparawSarnts, F b : 
« there is yet ſuch a Na:ure remaining: mM 
« Sanfified? Such a Nature hath God 
< theſe dayes ſuffered to diſcover it ſelf #t | 
< yenin the Godly, that, if hedid not ha ah | 
« ciouſly and powerfully reltrait, - if 

ec would ſhed the blood of one another, ! 
<« no thanks to us, that it is not done. {x 
un-Sainr= 2+ To facilitate the] deftroying of ſite hr 
ing of without remorſe, Have not we blotted out br 
them up- reputation of their hotineſ: and re preſentes 
on chat > nin even s Devils? «Tris Ka: ata ie 
account, & 
Hi der- | &« mong you, ( ſaid one of our Engliſh. WS w 
ſham © «© thies formerly ) that .che FE La bw 
Pſa. 51, ec judgement and practice about the Cef 
P. 691, & monies of our Church, hath cauſed ut 
' ** ſtrangeneſs , and alienation of mind.a 
<« affection, between: ſuch as do truly fealW# 

<< God, both Miniſters and People ; We are 
< {0 farrfrom receiving, efleeming » loving 
< and maintaining ſociety one wich another, 
*< notwithſtanding this difference of judge- | « 
* ment about theſe things , that we are aprtito | « 
«deſpiſe and judge one another for it, and | « 
« doubr whether there be any truth, of grace | « 
<« in them, that differ from us 1n theſe things. | « 
«« Surely , ( /aith the one jde) the indiffer- | « 
« ency and lawfulneſs 'of. theſe things, is now | « 
< ſo clearly manifeſted ,,as thele men_muſt |« 
< needs be willfully blind,. thar.do not ſee it: | «1 
<c Nay , certainly they, cannot chuſe but ſee Þ«: 
__ *it wellenough , and were it not for a cat- 
4. a reſpect co their credit with the people, 
+: amorig whom they have gotten , a; greg 
© Natge aha Applayle. by Randing, ouc lo I 


x of 
% g1 wet? 


&1ong [© 


+ # 
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& ſons , they would doubcleſs conform them- 
*f&es, And ſurely ( ſaith the other frae ) 
che utcer, unlawtulneſs of theſe Ceremo- 
mes is now ſfoclearly revealed , that theſe 
men mult needs be .wilfully blind, that 


% - 


Enough , and were ,it not for a carnal re- 
Fpect they have unto their worldly peace , 
&and eſtate, they would never uſe them 
certainly they {in againſt cheir Conſcience 
Fin obſerving of them : And what truth of 
Egrace can there be.in chem , that are will- 
Etally blind 2 and for carnal reſpeas doe 
Thus (in againit their own Conſcience ? 
Thus do bur! {ides crofly and dangerouſly 


« gainſt Chriſt. ” For. the experience of all 
$ | *rimes, and of this pteſent age, proveth 
> | Cevidently, that there be of borh ſides, thac 
&- | ©fear God unfeignedly, and in the whole 
0 | ©renonr and courſe of whoſe .converſation , 


id | «rhe life and power of true godlineſs doth 


ce | «manifeſtly appear. And if thoy do not ſee 


% | this ( who-ever.thou art, that, art moſt _ 


t- | <bitter and violent of either (ide) then arc 


»Ww | *thou'certainly thy ſelf moſt willfully blind. - 
uſt | And I do affure tliee ( in che Name of the. _ 


it: [*Lord, and by ' good warrant out of his 
[ee |* Word) that if thou canſt not unfeignedly 


a- I" loye every one thaf truly feareth the Lord 


le, I*( whecher he conform > of not. conform ) 
e J*If thou cant not bewail and ſtrive againſt 
".theſe hard coneeits thou haſt been wont to 

FF -Y Oo « enter- 


- 


Efee itnot. Nay, they do ſee it well e-. 
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erre, and (in againſt their Brethren : And 1 Cor. 8. 
© when ye [in ſo againſt the Brethren, ye ſin 4-12. 
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2 Ana” 


I ge 
ed Ph 
> us * oF 


c entertain againſt ſuch , thou canit haven 


© comforc at all in thine own eſtate beige 

Thus far he that was in his time Eng las 
be Preacher. And is the matter any wi 
amended now 2 O! How have Profeſlg 
ſpoken all manner of evil againſt thoſe th 
have differ'd from them in circumſtances 
Have not they publikely railed one at an« 
cher > Wha: filthy Names have they giver 
one another ? Schiſmazicks, Rebels, Divſs 
ders , Peace-breakers, enemies to the State 
* &C. even as hid as the Heathens gave tl 
Chriſtians? Have not we been ſo eager 3 
Sainit ſuch , that all che peoples time ha: 
been ſwallowed up in inveRives of one par: 


ty againſt another 2 Have not we been cools 
| ed and blunted, and loſt our zeal in matters 'J 


of sreatelt moment , by. letting one our 

zeal acain(t the ſuppoſed errours of our Bre- 

thren ? , 
Back- _ 3+ If we have not been guilty of Z»-ſarnt- 
blciog ing them; yet how little = we heeded the 
them, commandsof God againſt har, 1 T hou 


Levit. ſhalt not go up and down , 4s a T ale-bearer 4- | 


I9. 16, mong the people. Curſed be he that ſmiteth his 
Deutr. Neghboar ſecretly. Whenthe Apoſtle would 


27.24. ſet forth the great abominations of the Gen. 


Roms. 1. tiles , he faith 3 they were whifþerers ans 


29, 30. back-biters. Were there love , it would courr. 
Prov. all fins, Waom we love , we are wont, to. 
10.12, commend and prai/e ; bur inſtead of this, how |, 
do we Feak againſt thoſe that differ from |, * 
us > behind theur backs , though we ſprak fair þ © 

Fon | to 


V 


to:WMeir faces? O abominable Hypocrilie * 


\ 


ve nor ſome commended an aRion to the 
of the man , and preſently in another 
Ce and company cenſured the fame? whom 
love we would have others to love ; bur 
g back-bicing we ſeek to draw off others al- 
Ffrom their duty. Herein, O ! how do 
e ſerve the Devil, who is the great media- 

of differences ? have oft thought upon 
je Artificial kind of Back-biting in Bernards _ 
me : « When they ſtapder, they will fetch ideas 
deep fighs as if they. were much grieved , premitt: 
that others ſhould be ſp and ſo guilty, yea alta ſuſ- 
bey will ſay , I am exceedingly ſorry for p!r:a » 
uch an one, that he ſhould commit ſo hai- Doleo 
gous a crime : when perhaps it was all the Vehe- 
while but a bale lying report. Beſides menter 


F*rhey will charge che Tale-hearer with the de co 
|} greaceſt fecreſy , when they will take li- £74nde 
«> 


rty toaſperſe as far as they have oppor- 4 1mnumy 
« tunity , they cell the fault only to a Friend, Tc. | 
that will tell no body, but Folks, of it. Bern. :» 
&« Bur why may not he have forfeited the C4». 
p giitof ceeping Counſel, as well as thy felf2 Serm. 
» ſhouldftthou rhink that the. Hearer 24+ 


= 
” 


. {© will conceal , when thou the Teſler canſt 


*nor? Andif thou haſt a mind the Brothers 
"infirmities ſhould be hid, why doſt nat 


| thou hide them? Or why doft thou diſcloſe 


[item , yer we will ſurely bring in one Ca- 


«<Jlumny 


3 
—_ on —— 
- 


hs 
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&« [umny or ocher, that ſhall blot the perſon} 


- 


« 1nd weaken all our encomums of hig L's 
&« when we have beert forced to. ſpeak oWgs 
« thers good ations, how commonly do .WE 
<« lay ina But , ſomething or . other, to abate 
< the eſteem, that is. due : it were well doneiaf 
*© the ends were right, if from good principle® 
*« if not done in hypocriſie, &, and by theſE 
« in{inuations we reſtrain others from lovin 
« proportionably to the merit of the pers 
<« ſon. This is Doeg-llke.: he told the truth 
&« but he infinuated as if David had an evil ir 
<« cention', and the Prieſts were in the Co 
« federacy. Or weadd, we ſhould like hi 
<« well, if he were not thus and thus ; but 
* i5 a leaper, &c. proud, covetous, 8c. 
fea(ts, if not in more ſolemn meetings , whacii 
liberty have we taken to ſpeak againſt our 
'Brechren ? When Dzonifius feared Plato. 
_ . wouldrevile him in the Academy amons his 

. Companions : God forbid ( ſaid Plato ) that 

. there ſhould be ſuch ſcarcity of matter to talk of 
zu the Academy , that they ſhould talk, of thee, 
Believe it, we had ſpent our time better.to, 

- warm one anorhers hearts: with the love of 
Chriſt , than to exaſperate and inflame the 
Spirits of each other againſt our Brethren, 
What ſaith Pluterch, another Heathen? - 7 os : 
have matter enough at bome, and within, to bu-l| 


ne 


fe your [elves about. n 

Heark- 4. How eafily have we entertained a report if - 

ning to aud credited it againſt Brethren of differen 4 

back: | pi ſmaiog ? The love of Morhers makes chem 

CIS, incre ulous as to any charges lard re , 
; | ell 


: FW | * 4 GE , "a "8 Sarnte ___ : ; 6 — 35 3 = 
Ether Chiliren; buc how ſefdonie have we 

Pruen away 4 batk: biting tongne with an” an- Prov, . 
Pry countenance 2 how uave' we been Talt-25. 23; 
bearers ; how have we encontaget rhe Back- 
 biter to open liis pack 2 how have we recety- 
ted allthe defamigtiohs he would-brins us>* how 
thavewe credited teports upor herelay, wich- 


- 


f Gut afty examination ? how-apt are We co cenE |. 
Ffare and/ judge before he; which is the Ach ut he 
© {etl have the Accuſer face to face.” This was alt= 
She Romans Law : I wiſh it were the Chr;/2r- quid 
Fans, Some of you karntlong ago, that iz P4Y'* 1s 
ps injuſtice to determine without bearing both andita 
Partres. Have we loyed our Neighbours 474 3, 
Nayje-and Credit, as our own? May we not *=7*4%% 
' contlade that God will meaſure tous, as we licet\ſta- 


acl have to our Brethren? 7s jr our wiſdome to 9977, 
ur | believe every word ? Wo. 1d not David cat band. e- 
ato | ff thoſe whom we-embrace 2 We precend we 7497 
his | are not the firſt-reporters ; bur are not we #7. 


cr. glad the report is ſpread beyond recall ? are Sen. 

2 of | notwe glad that oth&rs*$00d naittes are (fon Trag. 
hee. fÞ away.?- and'do- not we -harbviir the ſtoln- © 79% », 
10] goods ?© When dthets' ſer our..Neighbouts T4 | 15» 
: off Names 'on Fite , do 'not we 166k on, and ©'/4f+ 
the] pladly warmi'our ſelves by it; and cry 4þa! 7191-5» 
ren. Sowould wt have 11? But when 'do-we 90 to 

7 thedefamed Neighbour to hear hat Apolo? 

; bu] vie-he can'make for himſelf ?' were we not 

. | witting he ſhould: fall in onr”eſteems, we 

zort » ary have the Accuſerand Atcuſed face to 

Wy iv Www 0 4053-8 5300555) Lk. I 2s Mo os 
chen] \ai5u Mow bv we\ amplified and appravattd Ag 
gainl theaf acer of Bifeting __ hojoed het He 0g gt 


pro offences, 


Their miſcarreages tawaras Sams 5 

. KH, 

proporcansT For fifey have not. we ſec dow: 
.. an bundred? Have not we. repreſented. thats. 

_ as done againſt light , which was done ; gna#® 
rauly ? and that done with deliberatuou 
which was done ra/þly > We have not made ” 
a difference between raging ſins , and bus! 
mane frailties : between /insrepented of , and! 
ot repented of. How have we. been guilty,in 7 
drawing conlequences from our Adverlaries 
Aſſertions, and faltnins ſuch opinions: on® 

' them, as we knew their Souls abhor'd:? and# 
yet hardly hath one of a thouſand rerrateds 
cheſe unjuſt charges, or humbled himſelf for! 

this great iniquity before God, or Man. _, . 
Nor filen-' .. 6. Have we ſilenced our charaBeriong* 
cing Names even to thi very day ?- Theſe have 
Names of beer the Devils-bellows , which he hath pur W 
_—_— and kept to our mouths , to blow wp. our dif-, 

* - ferences to the greater flame: Theſe one - 
calls , the trumpets of diſcord, and a main.ob- 
ſtacle to peace. | Lig 

Noten- 7. Didwebegin to flop breathes betimes ? 

deavour- did not we ſuffer 0ur wounds. to be kept. 07 

ing peace pen too long.? and how few yet are there 

we  thatendeayourtocorfpoſe the jars anddiffe- 
og rences that are among us 2 When there were 
' bickerings concerning doſes, the Law,Cir= 
eamtifon, end Sacfifices ; how doth Paw 
beſeech Enodias and Sywriche >} How few are 

Tike one ofthe, Fathers, who. was ſo muck | 

affeged with the diviſions of Chriſtians, that | | 

he profeſt himſelf ready ro let out bis hearts || | 

blood to cement thems together 3-1. heat many 

Outcries againſt divigon.; and now ig wo 

| | very| 


* , 
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v0 RTETRR .. CENLLITY, 
Every mangmouth.,.it is.time ta agree; But 
&& them. 5; bac, they, mean, by agreement? 
nd you 11 fi d Conformity -1s..4rigended :: they 


would haye yay.to .foop'ty them, even @- 


fefled as.cheix ,principle,2\ Few - encrear for 


*berter than doſes ; He js; thought.co carry 
on a deſign fqra party that ſuesfor peace, and 
gehres brotherly and amicable Conferences. 
Many cry fqrpeace, and:.commend ic*;, bnt 


principle js till, harboured-z i that it, is a dif- 
honourableching to: yield ficlt ;- but that' 6+ 


is Gods honour. that he Rooped ;co (us; firſt; 
We areloatlyco ſue. for. peace, and, ro beg 
reconciliation -with thofe:, that-have -beer 
more in thei:offence than we. -. I find. licele 
condeſcending to remaye miſtakes and pre- 


eace_and.xeconciliation:, we fſarisfie ' or 
ſelves. therein-;z® but: have.not purſued: and 


of ovr too math. indulging our 'diſcords 'and 
animoſizies;.s When cheris a diſocation oF 
ene Membet.of che ,,Natural Body;-if' one 
Rone-ſeitgr ſets ic not righr,- we tty another; 
and/ſegve: nogneans unelfayed!, :rill :a1Þ be 
any | brought jnite Order, agdis:;. $ure ont heard! 
df | ae not overcome with che love of peace : .T 
yer) + 


Wgainſt Conſcience :\ they. wall not abate. an .. 
nch- of what they, have.precrended ., and. proe -- 


F cheers muſt þeginco ſtoop! 'to..us :. Whereas it. 


judices... If. we have once offered terms of - 


followed. after peace :.'we have not ufed © 
means uponMeahs { This is a'clear evidence - 


peace. ,, and thole:few thar do;indeed endea-, 
Your to hinder the ſtrife of Brethren , farefio 


they. will net-be ac, coſt: for! ic... The curſed 


T " 
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256 Thetr miſcarriages towar $ os, © 
' 2 wiſh wecould ſayas Luther once in an Ep ; 
{AE to the: Paitotits:of S rapes of a | pray y 
you be perſwaded', that I ſhall alwayes be as: 
Aefirous to embrace concerd ,"as 1 um deſirdig 
to have the Lord Jeſus propitions'to me. | 
Our dife i: Bu.l.H ave notilowy- Ute rences come to that. R 
ferences fie hr , thatwe have condemned "thoſe ations; 
making of Dyſſeuting Byethren , which before they dif. 3 
Five __ ſented from us: we approved: tmd' commended 3; 
encerpri- - -Demetrius of Alexandria liked Origens mak<" s 
ſs, and ng. himſelf ar: Evenuch, till they tell out ,* 
diſcom- and, then he wrote: againkt it; Yea, have) 
_ vor we di ſcommenled (ome very good enter 
og -H ſes, meerly b:canſje:thty had” an hand in them % 
proved , P” Thus ſome confelled thar they had liked many 
and that Of LuthersReformarions, but thatſs contemp= 
inthe tible:a- Monk ſhould have the honour of be. 
whole ginning them. + When meniare- highly in- 
Leal þ op torſome onetliing, they will diſ-like 
all rhe: party doth. whilſt they-:are in that 
pagion, : .Belides .have not we been apt eo 
quarrel with , and miſ-like whatſoever is 
done by, a whole:ſocierty , if we be fall'n our 
Not con- With-one of that ſociety ? - Hath'not a whole 
f:ſng family ſomerimes ſuffered , beeanſe-we have 
their” been angry. with one of chat Fariily > 
_ ne :.-2« How few are there that mutually confeſs 
that; ber ber. favlts each to other ? chongh doubtleſs 
upbraid- both -fides have. had: their: failings in ſuch a 
ing one time of darkneſs.and temptation ? {But inſtead 
another of this are thefe not. mifttual apbraidings? if not 
| ___ of ©0:4he face. of each: other , yet ( which is 


| 
| 
| 
q 
all.uc mare criminal ) behind each others” backs ? : 


.T% 


ke eh, * 
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wiſcries, Do. they Not wbons the cauſe * all the mi-'. 
f 520-5 dani # ſeries 


hs 
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ſeries Life to GT Ms 4 diſor-. 
06 ders of ſuch parties ? Who, is ſo, zngenious as 
to confeſs, and take ſhame for his own,, and. 
his parcies miſcarriages ? 5... , 


> 10. How ftrong are our memaries " ;ncmNes fors 


thi day) ro retain all bitter ,& uachriſtian, . 
ſuges of one party toward another? And if ſome®® 
have buried them; yer are there not ſome of? 
the py agents. > Chatare raking them, gut. 
bf the d uſt , rg exaſperate Spirics atreſh , and. 
io to widen our difference\? 


Thou ſhould n Mor deal with. aTark., as. thou 

aſt d ealt, ich, briftians nor with a Beaſt, 
FP, 7 106 ray, 3 thou haſt with.th Brothers-, 
# yl. O1 Into whattimes are we fall'n? That 

the Tews were  kiuder to Beats , chan we are 
eo ,one another. #3 any, go aſtray, we help. 
them not to return into the right. way :;£. 
” they periſh” \"let.chem periſh', for. any. care, 

we take I0* reclaim, them : if” nou-members ” 
oy A muſt 6 gal Fo ſhould ok 

bateth ” Boa er army heart, utreprove Dim =. 
and nor f ookifþ] ; coiling and narrow. Be 
herhepd to hy particul ngregrions and; 
ſtiffer” ores 3 E damned! »:When chou by a, a, 


ih you cateT16lictle whether God. be 
2 Mﬀhhuour ed ee ons your et 
{Y fin.” yOur.0wn boſomes... or in your. 


of ings Fork Jr bear? I Inſtead of re-. 
br 


| Fovirig a 


cording. 


farcbfull” reproof' might'ft, wi, ayed Sk 


ng "may "july be called in queſtiqn, . 


iſtian > _ differs from us, Ac- © 


= 


.;kI, How have we ſuffered. Sn te # apex Suffering 


thers and why? Taey are not,of our Church, Yor, - 


them, 


5 * 


ta: 


- 
- 
— a 
_ 
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3538 Theirmiſ, carriages to cowards S, Sai | 


# 
cording! ro the rule: of Cheilt for a miſcars, | 
riage , that we'are privy to, "have not we. 
fer tim eun on,” and che cold o6n the houſe 
cop , what was done in” ſecret”? We hide” 
their itqperfeCtions , whom'we love, "and ; 
"Airhfully, bur ſecretly, admoniſh them ; ; bus” 
. have'not ſome pretended an high Friend- ing 
ro others, on: purpoſe'to eſpy their" liberty 
that they may afterw ards have an occalion to? 
Troach them, and all their party on _ 
account?” He+ that ſeeth his By arbers | | ace fowh, * 
 andtells him nat of 1 (ie ' hath a mind tha at oth 
"© ofbopld ſet his ſpots a well as himſelf.” | 
.. this Tel to thy Friends. Of! How haye we! 
_ uicoyeted that, which ingenijol Is Humaniry! 
ſhori|d have £6ncealed ? Can you talk ſ0'ol 
your. Iriends; that” are moſt deaf co you ? _ 6 
Reftrain- **T2." ' Have not we 'reffraingd.1 Prajer for ſuch * 
ing Pray- C hyiftians, as have differed from q Whom: 
_erfor - welove we pray for : Bithave not our difte-" 
mic. rences beer to Breat. 5 ; That, we have: Excluded. 
onie anorker ong* of our Prayers, unleſs to, 
reproafh each ater beers EO Tf any. 
I fohn 5 his Brother fir 'X ny fi ko > he ? $n0c mnt, 


5. I6, © death)" he (ball, 6k, and be (ball ve bim li % 
en W Bakr Sa, b Hor unto. the af "How ſel; Hh 


+ Elin wi Hl God: for ot! chers, if in for e. 
Mat. 5. things IG from us ; > "If, we. Ei nh. 


a pullf © pus win” a a. 4 


44. 7 to Gd ajedi Vp them. © K I . 
| ould pray fo'yehemently S; vets, 
and'nor wa for Saints! That GE Thould. v 


= Head Says.» and nor we for; the Lords, | © 
Fc FS IE anogned, ; 


0 Bale" 


6 ated ones 1 © Have not 'our  Aifferences 
neerrupred nor only civil , bur all religious 
| Communion ; > Yea, havendtwe negleQed 
1 fs to pray , not only for diſſenting Brethren) 
MY bur for che reconciling of them > How few 
Y—arechere , that prop heartily, feelingly, be- 
ok » for® the- Peace of Hieruſalem $ 
Sthough rhere' are many Promiſes to En- Zech. 
o [courage us therein , that brs Name (hall be I4. I9, 
; and they ſhall worſh Mey wits our ſhoaldey, 
| pedo ſbalfnot envy Manaſſeh', wor Mas Jer wy 
_naſteh wer Ephcaim!: "And #* will give thems 39. 
| one 'beart ana one way , that they miay feab 
ve for ever, for the good of they , ae 
hpi children after bens? ? ſhonld'we nor alfd | 
hive-been encouraged to pray for that, which 
Chriſt ſo"affeQionicely. defires > 'Will not 
" Petitions be ettorhe'? to Heaven tor that 3 
which would be the oy-of all: the Heavenly 
Hoſtto ſee effe&ed?. Peace 68” eatth amon 
the Saints would be the '7oy of God:,' whis' 1: 
> | theGodof Peage : Of C hriſt;' who is the Prince 
of Peace. May we not confidently . pray for 
what Chriſt /weat afd bleed > © if 
13. How dyrealy bave we ben to refÞels x Notpri- 
and *walue the the oof and enoblerhents of Lek: fing ——fY 
Chriſti flans ? > have neither heartily pr ed gitts nor. 
to God, thar'they'might beuſeful”, ich? all roar. 
_ Talents; for the. good of 'many : nor as — 
the Father: of Lights for communicating | 5 
T_— >: mop wig 
Hath not the Spieit in us lufted to #- Eovyi 
x : Whom: we {aged bore at their hon - 
Z. kts and enjoymiencs + bac hath not. a at 
Z 4. Ke 


TEL braces. Is than) of, their 1Mperiections ? \ :Doe ? 
A te we gaze-only on the Sup, and call in:0-) 


Nor help- 
I's hems. 


wid. 


TO. 
T Cor. 


13 0 4. 


. afraid that we and our party; haye been' ob-.. 


—— — 


Their afavies wks _Y nh 


of Cain prevailed among; us ? Have not we 3 
envied, if others bad, greater acceptance 4 
with God - chan our ſeligs? Have we. res | 
Joyced' atthe.gifts and- graces: of differently 
perſwaded Brethren , as ;1f; they were our” 
Qwn?. or hare not we ( (crexly ar leaſt re--; 
pined at others praiſes > Havye-not we. been } 


fcured ch eby. >. Hagh, not this. been evident.” 


19 Our being.more backward. to {peak of theic, | 


ers;0.be.ſpeQators of it ,. when eclipſed. 23 

o not we like Kites , paſs oyer the ſound 

beep. ,..and,picch.on yie weak and.dead Cariont? 
or like the. Butchers Dog,- Rot rouch: the iſound 
feſh.; but the offals, and parrified pieces 2 or 
like Swine » Pais over the flowers , and; wal; ® 
law.jn the re. ?: 1f.we know one of a dif- 
fering Congregation. from; ours; that hath: a 
blemiſh ,: our mouths are fulb of him 3; but-g+ 
thers-grices » and beavevly. alles We can 
Paſs. over 1n. lence. 4 

15. Have not we cefulad, ta. batp: "ſuch. C FRY 
Fed : VE. help, what\ we.can. thoſe whom 
wereally.love'z.But are ee: Spetta: 
. tors 4g a Fragedy.(\ Auſtzy,complains. of ſuch 
Ky. Su: time. who. ws uch-.to ſee a ;ſad 

pate; but Jer che, Play p96 One. True 

_ pi ull loye. woyld*, preſs, = ſelf by. the 
- hand, as well as tong0e. We. read. of. the 
labour of bove :.. love ts, 5 hountifull.. We. pre- 
tend to love all Saini s ;. Lyxt what, dg: we: kat 


thoſe that are of different, aligns fr 
ours ? If ſuch an One bein r1) on , do web The 
"8 ;8 


gr en MY nn BY. 
--. FF $&-+ 45. i £7” ERECT 


EE7>, ok}, © OF IO * 

; : $ Ke 7 o > s » 430255 we & gs 4 Jv —_ o ® % . 
ep of Jp 2 Bd L% Pp. , \*4 £ af Ls a Un « »S 5-4 *f 2D » } 
mew oo # 5 \ ode @ +4 » \ bd» <v' 
"Is or Fo. ® we - * « S 


— frcbim ? If Nakgd.,. do we cloath- him? If 


:Dungry , do we feed him ? If we:remember 
a 


==we are liberal co. our ſelves ; we - can beſtow 
time , care, eftate, good things .upon our 
elves z but notfo on divided Brethren. We 
Zhave.words at will, Oyle and butter in our 
mouths to ſupply them, Depart. ;» peace, be 
ne warmed and filed ;- but we give. not. thofe 
things , that are nggdtull. Love: will ſuffer 
Lany pains for the, ſake. of the: Beloved :- So 
Pankloved all the Saints, that be\was willing 
ro fhend and to be ftierty bke a Candle, to walt 
bim(clffor gheir goods, Which'of us) hath ſo 
{peat. himſelf 2, Love will counſel: the Belo. 
1” ved; , ofpecially iE2ngany raight ;-, But God 
knowshow litzle.others have been: beholding 
to.us eventhis, way-;- poſſibly we haye 'after- 


have :done.y andhereinyou failed; but 'as we 
tound them ina Dicgh;; ſo we left.chemy and 
i- | direced them. not 'to..a way of deliverance. 
mn | Te bes counſelwe can give is forthe\ Soul ; 
ic | but Jer. the divided parties, ' yed! and others, 
ch } confider ſeriouſly, and ſadly. how::backward 
ad || they have been', and-are to this day, to ad- 
ve || viſecothe beſt-way for peace;,:holinefs, and 
he | gloxg... If we: believe ſuch. an:b8dertaking 
be | will impair: our. Nejghbours Name ; eſtate , 
e- | to. Soul ; yet how-{low. are we. to. inter» 
for Pots for. the dilwading. of him. from ſo un- 
| appy an. enterprize ?- I ſhould: hardly think 
v5- | hat. Parent loyes his Child well, that ſees 
þ# | LY - him 


all eheLords people ,: that are- in:bands, as -: 
gs RET ; , - . . . : ; 

| -WeC:WETE bound with them-,: then doe: we: 
= really love them. . We love our. ſelves, and* 


warescinſuitingly cold them , this you ſhoald 


36x 


by 


” a 
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Their altar theverd ; 4 its, © 
| himrunovera cliff, and with-holds bir not), - 


' whathe can. Fs = 


Nor ſym- 
parki- 
zing with 
them, 


16. Have not we born p far from helps ig) 
o hems that we bave not ſymyathized with th 
Love is pictifull, When they-have been fick-y* 
whendid we get over our threſholds to en# 
quire how it fared with them 2. How "fel-" 
dome have we felt cheir pains ? If they be i in. 
an errour, ina dangerous ene , the more we” 
ſhould compationate them., con{ideting:our. 
felves alſo ,- who have the feeds of- che Lame 
errours wichin us z conſidering the blindneſs” 
of our own minds ; . how-we alſo difter- from; 
othersin fome inatters $-how it is the" Spirit," 
that leads intocruth, &rc. But bave not-ſomn! 
rejoyced, when any of "different petiwaſi- 
on have fall'n into the! Bogs of Famil;ſme's i 
Ranteriſi ſme x Ouakgriſmsy'&c. that they may * 
thence draw their abſurd inferences againit 
the whote body , wherero! fich an'one 'was 
related ?:; Yea how little have we laid ro heart 
the afflitions of any of Gods: -people 2" Haye 
not we been as unconceraed in their ſaffer- 
ings inGeyman,, France;'Holtand, Predigont , 
Ireland: 8c. How ſeldome have we had a 
ny-great confliet for thoſe whoſe faces/in the 
feſhweinever ſaw > Havenot we been like, 
Facobs Children z unmercifull enough : : (ate 
down toceac and drink , and forgot Foſoph- in 
the Pit?” Have not we had wlaje'i initand' of 
this 'our hard-heartedneſs;;:. when'the: _ 
ſo forragedin Loxdsy, and che parts adjacent? 
How. little: did we mourn with them that 
mourned ®- Perhaps fear eſt” DETHUL ICY c 


mig -ht ie us, canſed us a "little Do > put finger 
F neo the eye. F muſt tell, you ( I wdh1 could 
"\ Weeping ) that injquiry abounds, and the lave 


LISTS 
0 * > "UI * 


1% k: ; many waxe th Cc old. 


I7s- H ave 240t. we been I 0 far from [ympathi- Inſulcing 


7 ing with them , that. we have mſalted over over 
: 16773: : ? Reall love. vannteth i yot it ſelf a Py) ot => 4 


192 J; Buc how. have we. vaynted-over-* Cor 
Ifn Brechren , fall'a. into miſery :. that is 13+ * 


- ; but falln into.fin 5 that is. abominable? 


E tg off. baye I known ſome high Profeſ- 
bouts making \tanentercainment, -abanquec 
£ qr: their Friends , toſpeak. of. the.Spots, Vas 


mities, Geſtures, &c. of others different. in 
ſome, Qpinions or . -Practices , from'ithem, 
when : their langhcure. hath given evident; 
aroof what contentment they. cook in. the in- 


Ffirmities of cheir Brethren. e Te are puffed up, I Cor. 


rt eater rather aourned, &C. {aid Paulo O <.2, 
renthians : "and: may. not. ſay ſo to 
Fett Profeſſours 2,-Have- not... we been 
worfe than Dzeves's dogs; ;. ſeeing they: licked; 
the ſoars of Lazarm.: "whil we have irub'd 
and frecced chem R and inſulted over his Miſes 
ries? - 
18, STARE» we very unfarthfally ed Publiſhc- - 
their i ſegrers? 2. ck hall plies =s their 
0 | thoſe ws dearly love, eſpecially ſccrer, 
nie they charge us, .and we promiſe. foi to. 
3. Bur how many of 'usare ſwift. ts hear, 
pn flow ro ſpeak of what we! hear -even'  * 
under the roſe p Few. faithful Spirits, that Prov? 
cquceal the matter,” How many are-there that I r, 1 ze 
2 int9 houſes >! yea archer inco: boſomes, 
| to 


Selfiſh-" 
neſs, | 
T Cor. 


I 3- Jo 


poſed: inithem ? "This makes me even to cry ? 


; removed! at'a diſtance from you , that you 
how firangeare you in 


you ;2buthehath- # deſign upon you't” Foxb 
\, a loveivabidinp; bur do not we quickly*ex; 
- as an Almanack, to the'end 6f the 5 year? * 


S ſoon is var love quenched'>' Tt Ties Ns lager e 
: like Children; won with'an Apple ,' foft wil b 


RE; Ep 
$6 


Ther miſcarrive rds : Saints; "3 
to know ſecrets, that chey may inſlave' Ind 

ro their wills , for fear of their publications; | 
orelfe-when theyhavegot what they- can' on 
chem, moſt wretchedly þetray the rfult reg? 


out , truſt not in a Brother, 

19. Have'not we been Ga ſh in our love?C 6 
rity ſeeketh not ' her own. Obſerve it, the + * 
moſt love; *thar is going is Publican-love : we. 
are careleſs of their company , or to tive any{! 
intimacy with them , from whom nothing "ts z 
likely tbe returned : if'a Profeffour be rich, . *s 
he-hath hany Friends, .ſuclr as they be 3 but 
the poor is arfpifed of hu Ne! 'phboar,.O | how ; 
baſe and/mercendry is'onr love ? Eve your 14 
Miniſters, 'to whom you have prerended.dear' 
and high affeRions , yet'if they be laid by, or: 


cannot havetheni as pee Irafant © ſang to you, 
nt 


ly ro i "How, 
ſoof'd6"you forger thety Jul may' Kifs 


may ſalate; bit he-18" wotking nothing * bot 
his own' BaſeHefion, 7 uUGeYt ;923D77 bt 


20. Hath not our love been inconſt ant ? ke: | 
change Friends ?' D5we keep' thent vs long 


not nevw-pickr flowers) rerfipt us to te a5. ; 
the old >: C harity' ſufferetþ Tong - 


bur foan is out, ſoon:kindfed, ſoon quemW'a* 


a Touts! How have we been MR ſwords aye; 
or. 


*., 


, LO WEC-OY 2 
WE SE IS IR 
of ESR 
£ 


Te 
x 


THEO 
"Y 


RY ant S$. SHB. (NO ITIER 
> XOT. Freide 2 Thole* ſever onesz One Body, 
one #pirit, dhe Hope, one Lord, one Faith » 
one Baptiſme, one .God and Father. of all, 
ſhould have been as fo* many quoines to lock 
—=—ogerher all parrs. of the building inta_ one ; 
EBut-alas ! every extrayigant, or extrinſecal 
FOpinion .hath broken us,and our 'hearrs to 
Epieces. 'Have not we been humouriſh, pee- 
Eviſh lovers ? Our love is dearly bought , and 
Emort hardly kepr. "Humour is like tinder, as 
Poon: on fire as touched : no love without 
Econformity in every thing : we could hardly 
bed; board, or houfe' together , unleſs we all 
Hard the ſame thing : we loved, only whilſt 
pleaſed,and ovr humours were not croſt; but 
the leaft tinkindnets, che leaſt difference , 
though our agreemenss were more by hun- 
Iredsthan our' differences ) would quench ; 
or at lea(t abare, our love, Charity 25 not ea- 


OSHS * 
? ns | 
5 
N's 
, 


«ES x : A 
c I. *s . of 
_— 


rious , and ryrannical commanding of an Uni- 
I formity ih &very prnRilio hath there been ?. 
- | Though the'pretence be love to Chriſts 
© | Church ; yer if men would conſult "their 
s. | ownbearts, *tis love of their own? power,and. 
P,, | rule, and Lordſhip over their Brethren : 
Y. || and therefore the' ſame. party of men, when 
W. | in the Saddle ,- when uppermoſt, have. cry- 


©. | ed for this rigid. Conformity , | away, 71th. 
$: | curſed rolleration, &c, and when reducedand 


FT brought lower , have as much commended 


Charity, 


365 


| fly provoked. And to fullfil the law of love its x Cor; © 
requiſite, in the Apoſtles Judgement, that x1. 5, 
we btar one anothers butthens. But Ol. ever G1 6, 
} fince I can remember ,. what a rigid, impe- _ 
C 


"JI 


$66 © Their miſcarriajb$ towras $ - i 
Charicy, Love, Forbearabce in mattexSllef, $4 
momentous. hae _—_— 

Now; when theſe things are thus. among” 
The us, ſhall we fit ſtill in flexce and Fupidirp 

_ and ſuffer the ſweet and ſoft fire of love quirg i 

evil, LO EXPure , and the w:l, fire Of paſſion and Con>. 

| tention to.[pread and prevail, without moving? 

a tovgue Or handtowards the repreſsing. of then 
one , and reviving of the other ? This were 
. nougy! to make the dumb to ſpeak ; and? 
theretore may juſtifie my writing, when LI» 
may nor ſpeak., yea my expatiating a lite? 
in venting My thoughts about this great evilgh 
| and the deſires of my beart to redreſs it. #| 

Inirs diſ- Ts it nothing to us , that hereby we are in 4 

obedi» ſpecial manner guilty of diſobedience to Feſua| 

ences Chriſt? That all Chrigtians. would loye ong 

See Wil- 

liams 

tr an- 

ſcenden- ht 

cy of 

Chris 

love. 


Chap. 9. 


TE upto y 


T4. 12+ from his own example ;: Before it was only , 
35-122 Thos ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf 
7s now it is, Love one another » as 1 have loved 
a od eto: 

| only 


a IOW: ff | Q-+ «4 + Tx %AF.} 
" vt WP % fr, gi v4; 3h 4% 
I A .. 


mgtgiven, but given again; and' again» 
ger , by our ayng Lord, ro intimate , 
at ws he had one Diſciple . who" went by the 
Lane of the Diſciple whom T: ſus loved: So be 
ould have # dafling: Commairdenient , and 
Thar this ſhould be-it, Love one ahother ; Yea, 
calls it , Tha/e things ,' as if this-ove thing 
were all things., and diſobedience to this 
Commandemeat, were diſobedience ro af. -— 
Crdfsing 


Chriſts *' 
Prayer, 


s 4; 
£ 
x 
[1 


hee 
be : 


gevef 


e one, 


Their miſc arria{eSTOAPNSans, 
men know that you are \'my Diſciples, uM 
have love one to another.  He.\doth nd lay 
Hereby you.ſhall be my Diſciples 5 but, henan 
zt ſhall be.known : Nor dothihe ſay, Here 
ſhall kzow.; nor hereby. you ſhall know ; ' Bl 
bereby (ball ochers know : Nor doth he fag 
Hereby they. ſhall gheſs and. conjettwre'z, Bll 
hereby. they. ſhall kyow , as by a Jrvrgns "ms 
fallible fign 3 Nor doch he ſay , Hereby ſonzey 

_ avery fem, ſhall know this great /ecrer 5 but 
.  * -heceby all mes ſhall know :: Nor doth he ſay'y} 
' © __"'Hereby all; men ſhall know ;* that, you /< 0s 
' © ro be my Diſciples ;z bur that you are /o gun? 


Repreſea- _ 75 it nothing to us, that hereby we mag th 


ring Fewes and Heathens look, on Chriſt as an. Im 
Chriſt as poſfour 2 How can they. look--upon him... 


—- Imp% therwiſe , whilſt they ſee his. Coar ſo full « 
ut® ſeams, yea his Body 10 full of rents ? Hereby 
we hinder the World from being, convinced 
...___ that Chriſt is ſent of God.: Chrilt therefore 
Tobn 17, prayed , that His might be one , that tht 
21, 23, #orld may know, that God ſent him. - © | 
Making Mit nothing to 45, that hereby,me make. (at 
Chriſts much a 3n.ns lies.) the Croſs.of Chriſt of none 
dgath of #28, and bis blood ta-be ſhed. in v4jn ? Chril 
fe&, not only preach'd ap Love, and prayed-for it} 
bur alſo paid for 1... . Ag ..be. went from 
.. preaching up Love on Earth by his Sermon, to 
_ © pulling 18 downfrom Heaven by Þraver-: $0 b6 
. ; WENT from rajing tO p4 JILLA orit 5 and the 
Epheſ.24 Price which he. Iaid down-.for :it , was his 
1415; \ Blood , faith a'late ingenuous Writer,” For 
164 - : be i our Peace , who hath mide both one; 8c; | 
] a RE Ee / 


by” WOR77S, 
KP: (hed 1: his fleſh the ewmity, &c. 
for ra2k ce in hin[clf of twain , one new man , 
\, Ang peace. And that be might reconcile 
wato God in one body, by the Croſs. Shall 
arilt dye to break, down partition walls : and 
ll we dare to keep them wp ? Shall he ſhed 
$ blood fOr peace ? and ſhall we imploy our 
;t and zitereſt cd blow the trumpet to 
Par? 
=» 1s it nothing to tis, that hereby we make Calling 
Jews and Pazans call in qu:ſtion the truth of 9 queltte 
ds promiſes > What cen chey think of thoſe —— 
Wonmilſes( that' rhe Wolf and the Lamb ſhall Iſa. 6 by 
ed tagether , they shall not hurt , nor deſtroy , y W-. 
» all my holy mountain , ſaith the Lord. That 7 
the Welf alſs chall dwell with the Lamb, and 
he Leopard shall lie d1ows with the Kid : and 
TT bc Calf and the young Lyon, and the failing 
' together , and alittle Child hall lead thei.) 
When the Lambs cannot fold together wich- 
Out pusbhing at one another. | 
[s it nothirg. to us , that hereby we grieve Grieving 
our dear Lord Jeſut , and the ever bleſſed Spi- Chiift, 
a | 7i:? May we not ealily imagine what a grief 220 he 
| itistothe head , to ſee the members of his? | 
it body renting and rearing each other ? to ſee 
1 | heirs of the ſame hope , thoſe that lye roge- 
they in the ſame boſom of Eleion , and whoſe 
0. | {amis are on his Breaſt , and whom he- pre- 
be |. e-t* before his Father together in Heaven , ro 
the be thus broken aſunder on earth } O! me 
his | {binks if we had any loye to Jeſus Chriſt , we 
For ſhould ſtudy to be of one affetion, What 
&; | Luther ſaid once tothe Miniſters of Norim- 
5 iP \ Aa - ber 1.3 


> 
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"12.25. 
_ Making 


real 
Saints 


weary tO 


ſupporr 
rhe 
World 
any 
longer, 


thereof ? The ſtones ſupport the building, by 


Their miſcarriages towllr as 
berg is very conſiderable : Suppoſe. a1 
you ſaw Fejus '& briſt ſtanding adily YY 
midſt of you, and thus beſpeaking you , WI 
do you , O my dear Children! whom 1 hat 
Re4eemed by my blood , that you might mutu 
ally love one another. --=--= T here 15 no dange 
21 your difference , but there is much in you 
diſſention : Do not thus ſadden my Spirit :, de 
not thus Foil the holy Angels f therr joy in hes 
ven: Am not I more to you than all your mats 
ters of difference. How can we expe@ the 
company of the Spirit of grace and peace 
whilſt ſuch fiery contentions are amongſt ns 
Were the Diſciples quarrelling and contend- 
ing, when the Holy Ghoſt fell on them ? Nogl 
They were all with one accord in one Place. 
Where men dwell together in Unity , there thi 
Lord commands the bleſsing for. ever. God ® 
will not ( ſaith a learned man) fow the pre- 
cious ſeed of his grace and love amons bryars 
anJ thornes, the enemies of peace. 
I's it noth;ng to us, that hereby wg do (what 
;n t lyes ) to raſe Sion, even tothe foundation 


being conpled together. How can the houſe ' 
ſand , when the Rones are ſevered, when 
not a ſtone is left joyned to a ſtone'? Every 
Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf, u brought to 
deſolation * and every city or houſe divided a- 
gainſt it ſelf, ſhall not ſtand. | 
Is it nothing to us , that hereby we make re- 
all Saints,, the pillars of the World, weary of 
ſtaying im the World ; to ſupport it any lopger ? 
It was the fight of the diviſions among. 
ChriRtians, 


=. Sans, 371 
ns, that made Gryrers, Hel ayRthon, 
LIPE(us, thoſe prowr and precious Souls wea- 

of earth 5 and co with and defire the wings Pſa. 557 
Fa Dove , that they might fly away, and be at G, 

eff in that place, where there is a reft remarne- 

ng for the people of God , as from all other Hebr, 
wils , ſo from this of divipons and diſſentions 4, g. 
Imong Brethren. Ic was the conjecture of 


ye bite anil devour one another a Conſumption 
will be the conſequtnt. Why ſhould we be I 5. 


prie , that-as Gois firſ# Judgement againſt the 
old World Was by Water , acainit the beat of 
Luft : ſo his aft Judgement upon the World -- 
that now zr , Will be by Fire againſt the cold- 
eſs of Love. ' Tf this be true,how do we haft= 


en the great and terrible day by our coldneſs 
in Love one towards another ? | 


Ts it vothing to us, that hereby we gratifie Gratify= 
the Devil,” rejoyce the hearts of the wicked, and ing the 


fy. 7»ſtifie their reproaches of Samts } The great Devil , 
ſtractagem'of Hell is to promote our differen- 


—_— 
| WE EI% ; the wick- 
ces, and'tockeep us from Union : all the cq, —_ 


"bones they throw among usare to ſer us by Juſtifying 


the ears: the Devil knows that Societies of their re- 
Chriſtians ar&immorral , if they do nor kill P[oaches, 
themſelves by Diviſion: Divide & impera, 
Drivite them, and rile them is a maxime in 
Hell, and among the Antichriftian party. 7fF Gal. 5 


imployed in the Devils work ?. Hath he not 
infruments and tongues enough of his own 2 
O'! -how'doth Antichrift yer gronnd by the 
Animoſities-and Diviſions among Chrittians? £, 
Certainly what 7 acitus ſaith of ſome in his 
tinje', we may of the Pap;/ts and all our'For- 


az ran - 


a Ta. > > ea 


iam 


Their miſcarriages towaran 
raign Enemies, Nthil ſpes, ntfs per ds/cg 


-habent. All cheir hopes of ruining ut 


from our homebred diſcords and diviGo 
Were all the. Arrows in one bn ndle, | they 


would by tryal and experience find it next. rd 


an impolſibility to breax them. Mechink 


\ the proud boatts of che ar of Siz ſhoult 


make us bury all our difcords: were. we but 
of one heart before God , and #»it;»g Ou 
Prayers, the Mountains would become 2lains 
yea the ſever Hills among the reſt. Sure wg 


.do not confider where, and among whom u 
are: Are we not in the world , where $4! 
can rules ? Shall che Children quarrel] in thei 


Gen. I 3 bo 
Te 


Enemies quarters > Abraham ſues for.peace 
upon this ,- as a taking confderation., tha 

we are Brethren and the Perriz&ite dwelt in th 

land. Wicked men are Spectators of our 
fewds and diſcords. The very Heathen have 
calmed the murtinies of cheir Soyldiers, by 
ſayings, your Enemies youder' behold your mutl- 


nous behaviour. What one ſaid: prophetically 


ſome years ago', I cannot. but. recall : -that 
unleſs God did ſtir up ſome m the Proteſtant 
Churches . and cloth them with a. mighty S'pr- 
rit to accommodate our differences, the end of 


| them may be , that our Enemies will laugh » 


when we ſhall weep. Have we not Enemies 
enough, but mu we be dogged and cruel to 


one another? We ſay the Fire barns the 


hotcer for the cold weather : Would to God 
the -Anriperitiaſis were bleſſed, that the cold 
abroad,the oppoſtions againſt us,may intend 
our affections the more to God, ro his wayes, 


| £0 


- k W- 3 ,- . 
_ - I—_ 
. - 
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And are not the wicked juſti- 
heir reproaches of the Saints, whilſt 
d but wrice atcer our-Copy ? | 
'1s it nothing to ws, that hereby we are per- Perjury 
pred, yea often perjured, as oft we have're: _ 
wed the Communion ? ©« Chrittians ( ſaith -- 
; Our great X ſher ) ſhould remember , that 
* as oft as they come to the Lords table, ſo 
* oft do they enter into new bonds of peace, 

and tye themſelves with firmer knots of 
* love topether, this blefled Communion 
being a Sacred Seal , not only of the ' Uni- 

on , Which we have with our head. by 
«faith , but alſa of our conjun&tion with the 
© other members of the body, by love. -» 

Lallly , Is it nothing to 8 ,, that hereby we Hindring 
hinder the forgiveneſs of owr own iniquities's? pardon, 
How can we oe we ſhall be forgiven , if 
we forgive not one another ? How can we 
look thar Scripture in the face , if ye for- at. 6. 


FI) | * 


y ve men their treſpaſſes , your Heavenly Fa. 14, 15. 
- | ther will als forgive you : Bat if ye forgive not - 

ly mes their treſpaſſes , neither will your Fathey 

At forgive your treſpaſſes } Or that, with what 

"t meaſure you mete , it ſhall be meaſured to. you Mat. 7e 
j- again? Wouldwe have God deal with us, as 2. 


of we deal wich our Brethren ?: Theſe, and ſuch 

b» | like conſiderations; have made ſome, even of 

ies | the Ep:ſcopal perſwaſion y. tO complary! for 

to | want of love , andto ſigh-for- more + Charity Biſhop * 

the | towards Chriſtians ,” though of different per. Reyn of 

z0d | - ſwaſions': © That in the caſe of unavoidable the peace 

old | -<« differences among good men { faith on&) ©, 1-,.. 

end | '& there ſhould be no more -mitual charity, g, 16 1-5: 

ah ——_ P. 16, I7, 

SY Aa3 __ £*meeks 
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Biſhop 
Gaudens 
Serm, 
Printed 
13660, 


Biſhop 
Hallcs 


Serm. be. 


fore his 
Majeſty 
I6gre 


HMatth. 
II, 19, 


& meeknei>, 10Gderation, tolerates 

& manity exprefied, &c. this is a lany 

«on, and will be for a ſamentatioTgBt 
<cween the Epiſcopal, Pres byterian, and 

& dependent parties ( ſaith a ſecond ) mug 
<af the acidneſs and ſharpneſs of the h 
& mour would be alayed , if this policy £ 
© charitable cenfure and interprecation WEE 
<« applyed on all (ides, ec. I ſhould be glat 
< ro. ſee the beams of this candour, rhiY9king 
© neſs, this charity, ſhine in all faces from al 
e« gdes, that the Shiboleths of different di 
< Jes and defigns, 8:c. might be laid alid 
<« by being all for Chriſt, 8c. A third prel 
<« ſeth to a charitable conſtruRion of each 
<« others ats and intentions ; becauſe there 
& is nothing in the world, which may not bg 
& taken with either hand , whecher the right 
<« hand of fayour, or the left of malice. We 
« fee the Son of Gad himſelf, in whom the 
© Prince of this World could find nothing , 
« yet was expoled to miſ-conſirudtion, Be- 
& bold 4 Glutton, &c. Good Lord ! what un- 
<« charitable cenſures are men apt tO pals up- 
<« on each other: Let a man be ftri& and 
« auſtere in moral and divine duties, though 
<« never ſo peaceable, he vs a Puritan, and 
every Puritan is an . Hypocrite. Let him 
< be more free, and give more ſcope to his 
< converfation., though never fo; conſciona- 


 ©©ble.: he isa Libertin : Let him make ſeru- 


* 


' .46/ple of any innoxared form. ,' he :isa Schiſ- 


OS 
. 


., © matick : Let him ftand for the anciently 


% 


. «received Rites and Government , he is4 


6 2320s 


ddd .* 
Orr or maliſt. ----- - Let me cell 
ie is right , that hath a right heart ro 
god, what forms ſoever he is for. The 
EE Kingdome of God doth not ſtand in meats and 
F drinks , in fſtnfts, or colours, or Faſhions , 
in Noyſes or Geſtures- it ſtands in Holi- 
neſs and Righteouſneſs, ' &&c; Let us ſtudy 
© now, not tO widen, or gall, or.ranckle; but 
F* how to falve,and heal,gc, 1 ſhall conclude 
this Chapter with beſeeching , yea- conjuring 
You in the words of the Apoſtle Pau/to the 
Philippians : If there be therefore any conſola= pp;1 ,. 
zon w2 Chriſt . if any comfort of love , if any © 
ellowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowells, and 2 © 
revs; Fulfill ye my joy , that ye 'be like- O. quan 
minded, having the ſame love, being of one ac- ſfacro 


a, ind. ' Faſcim 
cora, of one mm ; 
[ pſa ſuada credo, þ logui poſſet, not potuiſſer ho1meſigesy 


ubi quot verba, tot tela, que nimmm anmos oſtros per- 
cellant, 8c. Mortons ſent, de pace procuranda inter E-' 
vargel, P» 25Jso | 


on 


Charch- The faults of Church-Members towars 
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CHAP. XXXV. 


thoſe of thery particular Congregations © 


1. JF Ou have Profeſled in your Creed to þ 
L fieve the Communion of Samts : Yd 
have been admitted to the Priviledges of thi 
* Communion : you thought It yot ſafe, Or goo 
for man to be alone ;, to live retired from th 
Society of Sarnts : you have been znrolled a- 
mong'the Saints in Jeruſalem, which came 
down from above : you have with-ſome Solem* 
rity engaged your ſelves to be faithful to the 
Souls of your Brethren : and yet what- an un- 
profitable Hermit haſt thou been in Zion 2 Like 
a wild-beaFt thou comeit our of thy Des for 
thy prey , to feed upon the Mountains of Spices, 
'to enjoy the provifions of Gods houſe; but 
immediately thou retireſt,and art no way ſer- 
viceable to the Body. It isa wonder to me,|- 
how Chriſtians can content themſelves with] 
the Prro:ledges of Gods houſe,and neglett the] - 
mutual duties, that are incumbent on them.|- 
A learned man complains of many M;nifters,| : 
that they are but 7 raditioval-Preachers : and|- 
1 fear there are too many. 7 raditzonal- Chriſti 
= 


a 


- 


1 Bs V- D T1. G& =... om.” ONS. 


ail 


out of your mouth ; but that which 1 good to the 


er%) ; 
and} 


| ages, &Cc. ; "ITE 

> are Very zealous tor the prattiling FE: 

Jong Duties, which they have received 

er Fore-fathers , whilſt they can 

ty-look, many expreſs Commandements , 

iging them to take care , as Members of 

E Natural Body do., each for other, The 

pole tells us , that the meaneſt Members 1 

e Church yet are neceſſary. Burt alas! How 

any are there , who ſt up their L:ght in 

Fk-lanthornes? who immure themſelves 

fichin their own walls? who are ſo involved - 

i worldly ba{ineſſes , and have ſo little. care 
d:zeal- for the houſe of God , that they no 

Way profit > no Way edifie their Brethrev ? 

low can ſuch oyer-look thoſe plain expreſs 


WRT, 
"$2099 


Tequiries of Chriſt by his Apoſtle Þ Let zs 


Therefore follow after the things which make for Ryzy, 


"peace y and things wherewith one may eatfie 14. 195 


another. Wherefore comfort (or exhort ) your T hef. | 
ſelves together, and edifie one another, 1 wiſhTI5; 1; 
could add, as the Apoſtle doth, even as alſo ye 

do. For as muchas ye are zcalows of ſpiritual , &, 


gifts, ſeekthat ye may excel tothe edifying of , I2, 


the Church. Let all things be done to edrfymge , 6 


: Fromwhom ( 1, e, Chrilt ) the while bo » foly mokee 
| joyned togetber 9 and compatied by that which phef. 


: . 4+ IG. 
every joynt ſupplyeth , according to the effeftual 


| ria 2 the meaſure of every part , maketh 


' zucrtaſe of the body , unto the earfying of it ſelf 


Let: 0 corrupt Communication proceed V. 2 g. 


uſe of edifying , that it may miniFter grace un- 

te the bearers, | Let every one of ws: pleaſt bis Rowe; 

N erg bbogr » for his good to edification, Forty 2, 3; 
| | even 


378 


Hebr.3. 
I 3o 


10. 24) 
25. 


Phil. 2. 
42> 5» 


Hebr. 
12,15. 


 Lamentation., and ſhould befor a Lamertats- 


through want of charity and pitty.to the Souls | by 
of their : X 


. | careleſineſs, ſenſuality, formality, &c. ra- 
- and ſave them. An Trgroſſer is hateful to 


'..men; But of how much ſorer pum ſhment ſhall 
© ye be thought worthy , who zngroſs your grg- 


\ Everyman is a Steward » (. Give au drcom of 


even Chrift pleaſed not' bv 

hart one another daily , while it 33 Tas 
left any of you be hardened, through thwwece 
Falneſe of ſin. And let us conſider one anot, 
ro provoke unto love, and unto good wat 
N ot forſaking the aſſembling 'of our ſelves 
gether , as the manner of ſome is , but exhl 
zng oue another : and ſo much the more, 4 
ſee the day approaching. Look not every fl 
on his own things, but every man alſo on. 
things of others. None are excluded : it'V 
every mans work, Let this mind be m y0 
which was alſo in Chriſt Teſus. Look, « 
gently , left any man fail of the grace of Gol 
left any root of bitterneſs fpringing up , trout 
you , and thereby many be aefiled, If they d 
nor ovey-look , how date they contemn , al 
theſe Commandements of our Lord Jeſt 
Chriſt> How can they look upon themſelveSFy 
as no way concerned in theſe duties 2 It is a 


ov, that-ſo many C burch- Members, like Birds 
of prey , flye alwayesalone; and through ſpi-- 
ritual oth, through a lothneſs to drſpleaſe, 


Brethren , (uffer them to periſh in 
ther than they will labour to quicken , reſtore 


2 


Ces 8 your Tefs »-your EX PRTBENCES 4 awhere- 
with a Church .of Chrig \might be edified 2 Jof 


thy |* 


WTPButYbu are Stewards in an 
panner : You are Stewards of the 


ball. How dare ye bide your T alents in 4 
Pm? You bavea greater truſt committed 
z0u', than others have : You have Souls 
dmicted to your care ; for Chaurch-Mem- 
tare to care CVen naturally one for ano- 
r. It God hath two Servants, and he in- 
Fs One with his Lamber , the other with 
EChilaren ; and if both be negligent : ſure 
S ſhall ſuffer the þ: gheſt indignat;on from the 
Id, who zepletts the Childyes. 
Ju afraid , you ſhall have the leſs /;ghr, the 
ws grace, the leſs comfort from Chriſt , for 
har. others ſhare with you > And therefore 
vill ye turn J-grofſers and Zdonopeliſis? Ol 
Cnow the more x/efa/you are to invite the 


| 


7 Wthe Spirit » which are given to profit 


What are 


SF Children to their Father, the more youryour 


ſelves will be #riched and ſupplyed; and 
' | whilſt you are d;piding your loaves, God will 
at at a wanderful rate for you : the bread will 
- ' | wulteply: you ſhall receive , whilſt you are 
 » | dieburſing; your light and hear will zncreaſe 
is | by your holy diſperpng it. 

nj} 2. How @ goaly confexence neglefted even 4- 
a= | movg Church: wombers > What ! are you a- 
re | ſhamed of your God ? is the ſpeaking of 


Negle&- 
ing godly 


Con- 


£0 | grace and glory ſome kind of diſparagement tercace; 


al |t> your tongues >. When Saints come toge- 
4* [ther., time , precious time is devoured 7 
backrbiting , 3 undue » ynſeoſegblt conſurivg 
of 4bſaus perſons , who are not capable of 

making their deience , ' ox elſF 3» fooliſh 19% 
: pertinent 


,- 
" 
= 


bong ara 


"ſg 


ED ES 


ons Oe NB en 


330 Their me 
pertinent diſcourſes of worldly Guatrerr þ 
like che Dy/ciples in their journey rellmain 
diſcourſe of ſuch matters', as Chritt tim 
Joyns with them in , and cauſeth their he guts 
to bury ; When do you 'warm one anotign 
hearts, and fit each other ro'enter into C ann 
24110 With God in ſecrer? How do my 
complain of you , thar their hearts are ein 
ged from God by conveyſes and int:magiy 
with you ,' and that they /ooſe their ffett 
by keeping up correſpencies with you ? "all 
therefore count it their w;/#972 to retire ink 
their cloſets, rather than mſpend precigh 
hours in fooliſh communications with ſug 
barren , frothy , empty Profeſlors. Hay 
many weak Chriſtians are there , who al 
not acquainted with the wiles of Satan, Al 
they {it down perſive and dejefted , thinkin} 
no condition like theirs , 'and conclude here-"F* 
upon that they are none of Gods Children, 
whom ( if you were ſpiritual , pitiful, aRive, 
and free to acquaint them with your own ex- f 
periences , that you have been tempted a © 
they ) you might ſuccour under their ctempta- 
tions, and comfort wich the comforts, where- 
with 'you have been comforted , and -eafe 
them by hearkning to their doubts and'com- 
plaints , and ſhewinpg them ' a way how to de- 
liver their Souls ; Were you of a Chrift-like 
Spirit', you would »ot break theſe bruiſed] 
reeds , nor'quench theſe ſmoaking flaxes ;- but 
rather blow up their graces, and labour tof'Þe 
ſcatter and diſperſe thoſe fogs and: miſts, hac 
which over-cloud-their-Souls : you ſhould , 
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Omer pecially. 3oE- 
che blind; but you are not : you | 
1d VE of a merciful Spirir to all Souls: 
Fre eſpecially. to the Souls of all Saints , 
mo eſpecially to the Souls of thoſe Saints , 
whom you are peculiarly related; but you 
Bnot. Inthe old Law God took care. of x ,,1. 
Wes : if they lay wnder a burthen, Iſrael was ,,, <. 
Belp them. Doth God take care for beaſts ? 1 Theſe 
I will not ye for men , for Saints, for the , __ 
Faeemed of the Lord ? God requires of you , x Cor. 
fat you comfort the feeble minded. The ma-19, 7, 
Weſtation of the Spirit s proven. to every man c afral, . 
4 pe Nr F brit : ods pat. with — wy | 
Iereaſe. They that feared the Lord /pake of<= 
one to another , Q comfort one anorher 
fich the promiſes of God maJe to his peo- ; 
Ile , againſt che flouriſhing of the wicked , 
Fand overflowing of ungodlineſs : and the 
Loyd hearkned. and heard it , and a book of 
Remembrance was written b:fore him;. &c. the 
4» | Lord book't that good ſervice, he pur it up- N;hil de 
az (on record ; But though the Lord hearkneth Scripg#- 
-a- (and hears , yet he ſeldom finds us ſo employ-ris, aihil . 
re- ed : our negpletts are ſealed up in his bag. Ide [alute 1 
afe [pray God we may Jay tt to heart , repent, Anima- 
m- (and reform. Bernards complaint may jultly rum agi- 
de-be revived : Not 4 word of the Scriptures , tur; ſed 
like wthing of the S alvatzon of the Soul; but trifles nuge Ou 
ifed (1d coyes laughter , and words as light as the riſus, & 
bur{9:zd , cat up the time. I know there have yerba 
x tobeen tod many Zzz,@'s amongſt us, who have pro- 
ifks,]had an itching deſire to be fingring of the feruntur - 
ouli Ark 3 thinking of themſ elves amore highly than inven= 
nlthey ought to think, and like the ambitious tum, 
© ÞSons of Lev, taking tos much upon them, | 
f whereby 


* 


Fude 


YT, 20, 


Col. Zo 
I6, 


_ others; eſpecially now , when the 2: zifte- 


no time , wherein (hrif:a»-fellowſhip 1s more 
called for , and wherein it may be more pro- 
fitable, than ar this time 5 But alas ! How 


Ther miſc ar FFaveS Towra. 
whereby the 1;n;try wath ſuffeqhd Mt 
contempt. The Lord forgive thele dar 
Phaetons , who haye ſer the world ina flg 
hereby : But let. not us run from one extreff 
into another, Let us give to the Miniff 
their due ; and yet nor negle& to build up 4 
felves in our »wft holy fazth. Mutual duty 
ſhould be exerciſed between Chriſtian af 
Chriſtian : The Apoſtle is expreſs for itt 
the places already quoted : I ſhall adde on 
more , Let the word of Chrift dwell in you righ 
ly in all wiſdom , teaching and admons ſhyy 
oze another. O ! if God would be with ny 
ſo far, az ro make m2 an inſtrument to prg 
vail with you to go, and viſit one anothey 
and ir up'one anocher , that kow:;ng the tex 
ours af the T,ord, you may perſmade men. OW 
bewail thy unſeryiceablenels , thy private” 
ſpirictedheſs, thy want ef love and bowels to 


r:al help fails to ſach a degree , and when 
there is ſo greattan Apoſtaſie. Sure , then is 


Poa ta. mb aw. oO GG 


are the'wſe as well as rhe fooliſh, Virgins «- 
ſleep , generally ſecure, wichout ation , no 
way 'uſefull to each other, no more thin 
they are , who are faſt aſleep in their beds of 
reſt? O! howfew are there like For ath#s 
and David? how few enter into a brotherly , 
promiſe to exhorr one another , to call one Þ| 
another to account, to tell one'another theit I" 
fears, toknow of one another their growth I * 
" ON in 


% 


becrally. 
Is on? We are prqud, and loath to 
e oHakedneſs appear : yea ſome of us 
E few tories to tell of Gods goodneſs and 
Wnty co our Souls, and we hate a diſco- 
fy» how low , earthly , vain.;. back({lid- 
wwe are : Hence reſerved to each other ; 
u G yy will bring forth the hidden works of 
honeſty. os 
. H ow 18 Fraternal correption negletted or yor ads * 
071 d 41 the managing 2 Some rorally neglett moniſh- 
qt oving their Brechren :. Gallio-like , hey ing,or nog 
tle care for theſe things , they are lictle git 
Mcern'd whether God be honoured , or 
honoured, wn. 
WOchers delay admmition. The Fleſh 1s Either 
kckward to this ſelf-denying work, and ſo Pegica- 
pe many weighty ciremftances , which ſhould ing it altos 
ring the Offendor to Repentance , are forgot : fonars ug 
The Offendor is alſo: hardned in hu Sin. He - "MM 
thinks by thy (lilence , thou art alzogether like : 
unto him : ſo he 123, of Gods {ſilence , 
5 rokua Ho: wes done, and I kept ſilence , Pſa. 50. 
| ghteſt I was altogether ſuch an one a6 2 x 
thy ſelf : ſo he judgeth of thy ſilence. Ir's ; 
\y | Puch eaſier to terch our a ſpot of inck from a 
cloth the day it is tained', than afterwards. 
no | S'® lhe a Mole, will quickly bury it ſelf , and 
in the longer let alone , the harder it to dig it 
«of | #- The longer a diſeaſe is let alone, the har- 
FOu der cured J Cronical diſeaſes are ſeldome a 
efly credit to the PhyGtian. Beſides if you neg- 
2 Ye the Reproof this day or hour , perhaps By 
heit the next he will commut. the ſame Sin.again; for 
web || ©ither he knows it not to be afin , or in caſe 
* ; he 
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354 Their ſc ANTMESwgRans - 
© heknows it, yet every new act douritrenate 
en the habit of fin. *Irt is the nature Web | 
blind che Mind , to ſtupifie the Conlcienct 
and to harden the heart. ' Exhort therefqgy 
Heb, 3. one another dayly , while it ;5 called to day," Ii 
L 3s any of you be hardntd throngh the aeceitfulngſ 
of ſin. . If the finner add vn to fin, pur 
to your account for nes[eting the Ordinangy 
of God for his reducemenc: : If he loſeth thg 
favour 'of God, and neglets hereupon ME 
private communion with the Lord:, put that 
to thy account : If at length he becomes ing 
pudenr in fin, ſo that, like a Bedlam, he feels 
riot the pricks of ſharp admonicion, pur aſ 
this to your account , becauſe you have dg 
layedrocure, to heal, toſave the Soul 6 
your-Brother. A timely reproof might have 
ſaved a Soul, and covered a multirude of fins 
Beſides, have you time dt your command , | 
that you with Felix , will do your duty at 4 
more convenient ſeaſon? May'| nor thou dye ? 
or the Offendor dye ? and borh zz ſ;n,thiou in 
the ſin of O-:(jor , and he in the lin of Com- 
#2iſſ,on vinrepenced of , before the day comes, 
wherein thou art relolved to tell him roundly 
of his fault? Why arc not thou trembling 
with fear of blood-guiltineſs > Is Soul-mur- 
ther no (in with thee ? Or have you the Holy: 
Ghoſt at command? Without the Holy {Spi-J & 
rits afſiftances and concoutſe , your laboutf ; 
will bein vain, you will get a blot by re- 
proving , the delinquent will fiye in yout 
face , hate you for telling the truth , he wil 
add (in unto fin , and perhaps put you Into F 
ame} * 
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for it, [f thy Brother (tall treſpaſs againſt 
Erhee , go avd tell him þ is fault between thee and 5: oving 
th:m alone : though the Law of Charity binds privaicly, 
as co coyer our Brothers nakedneſs,as much as Marth. 
Wwe can. Love tovereth all jns;yet ſome Doeg-18. 155 
ike backbice their Neighbour , and tell it to Prov. 
every one ſave him , who ſhould hear of it. 10. 126 
ow tew modeſtly, affe&ionately and ham. Si ſolus 


"NIC re- 


JWEbly, in che moſt . private manner communi- noſts, cr _ 
FF cace their fears of (ins, decayes, and infirmi- I 50s 
£ ties to £ne ſuppoſed delinquents? Are not arguerc 
$.. moſt to0 forward finiully and wicked] y, tOdi= non cs » 
ry vulge their undue ſuſpicions ro others , Co:r<c- 


| whereby che names of ſome ſuffer, Souls ye 92 [<0 
mm” | neglefted, prejudices and heart-burnings are Auguſtic, 
promoted, Schiſme is made in the body. of 
Ny |. Chritt, Though the Law of Wiſdome bind 
us.no0t to uſe more means than needs, mat , 
i gentle private reproofs will ſerve to re- 
claim. ,. not to blazon ingrmities , .yer' Pra- - 
feſſours through pride, envy, want, of Chari. 
ty, at leaſt want of wit, publiſh on the. hoyfe 
top whatis.done 1n a corner. ,Hzrein we-do, 
dm LG bate.to be dealt.with, were. it qur., own 
£ oY qpocernmens zi, Herehy, ys make.the Offen. 
"el 195 £0 hare vs, and beger in him due prejudi- 
, ie. 7) C23 
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Their miſcirriages towards ; 
Ces againit 1.8, v1z. thac we thirſt ro. draw the Þ 
blood of his Name : yet how many Church» 5 
Members are peccant herein? It will be hard 
ro-make him believe thou comeſt ro beal his 
Soul, if rhou ha#t already wounded his Name. 
Have not fome Churci-Memvers been for ; 
bringins it immediately to the Church? ' 
Hereby innumerable evils enſue , many are +4 
grieved, mary offended, the party chat is ims 2 
-peached ſtands on his guard , pleads for his 3 
lin, extenuates It, or 1s ſtrengthned in his 7 
fin by the uncharitable proceeding, and irre- } 
. gularaRing of the Brother , who firit took } 
cosnizance of the miſcarriage , and io Judah ; 
juStifies Samaria, , 
Reprove- Others reprove that thoſe inſuries that have iÞ 
ing ſelt- been offered to them may be recompenced, rather 
iſhlye than that their Brothers Soul may be healed , 
and it appears herein , if the wrong done 
them may be remidied, little do they heed, 
whether there be any other Repentance. 
They reprove not to gaz» their Brother z but 
to make gain of him : and therefore Fehs- 
like , they drive furiouſly in their own caſes, 
bur in Gods they are dumb and dull enough. 
Reprove- Other bulie-bodies would be thought very 
ing only tender of Chriſts honour, they tithe Int and | | 
for diſpu- Anniſe, &Cc- they reprove ſuch things as are | | 
—_— diſputable , and negle& to teprove, where | 
things PRERONC. g: UNC Foe " iS re 
" there are t00 many juſt accuſations to lay in, 
They will be very ſevere in cenſuring their ; 
Brechren for their Hair, Cloathes, or ſome[z 
controverted recreations ; and' yer fer them|f 
alone to live in worldlineſs, Tenſualicy, Take-|c 
warmnels, pride, ſloth, 8c. Others| 
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ſome 


them 


"p _—_ 


a 
” © Ochersareſo Magiſterial in their reprodfs . Repr ves 
E as if chey had forgoccen chat .they are in tit ing Ma- 


body z 2s If chey had no native corruprion gifted | 


| remaining inthem , they want che Spiric of *y- 
. meekneſs, they have forgorten the Apoſtles = 


Brethren , if a man be overtaken in afanlt , ye Gal, 6, 


" which are [piritual ,' reſtore ſuch an one in the 1, 
= OS piret of meekne/s, 8c. O! how haughtily 

© do lome carry it towards offending Brethren: 
ET wiſh you would fling the fir ſtone at your 

| ſelves. 
| offence, yet you are of others , at leaſt you 
| have the ſeed of the ſame Sin within you. O 
| chat offending Brechren might know that it is 

WF only Conſcience of duty , that'brings you to. 
IF tiem , and that it is love to their Souls puts 


If you are not guilty of the ſame 


you upon ſuch diſpleaſing work to your fleſh; 


But wo and alas ! How few will condeſcend? 
The work is not managed with that humility 


as it ought, and therefore no Brother is 
ding. On "oy 


eat, 


ye : afid* hence 
t FS Re 
luke-|th 


ve beer no fnore ſert- 
Or ert » _ 


O.uS 


—_ 
ee mr 
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Their miſcarriages towards 
ous and feryent in a matter that concerns life 


Purcing 


'* Few continue their admonitions , and follow 


an eng tothers , till the Delinquent be brought to con- 


Reproot f+ſſjon, repentance and amendment. 


We ſoon 


ro ſoon. tire, and put the ill names of Doggs and 


& 


Nor lo- 
vingly, 


off the duſt of our feet againſt them. 


Swine upon our offending Brethren , to ex- 


* Cufe our (loth , and to take off that diligence 


about their Souls , which their dulnefs, and 
hardneſs of heart calls for... We ſhould i= 


meeckneſs inſtrutt them, though -they oppoſe - 
themſelves : We ſhould bearwith their 454 


ſent tubbornneſs- and abuſes. and wait :f 
God peradventure will give them repentance : 
We forgec how many years God waited on 


us, though we were ſtout , ſtubborn and } L 
refratory , how patient and long-ſuffering 


he was unto us. Taough the more we love , 
the leſs we are beloved ; though men even 
flye in our faces: yet we ſhould do as our 
Lord, and his' Miniters, not preſently ſhakz 


4. How few behave themſelves Chriftianly 
under  Reproof ? When men come to you 
from che great God, to diſcharge the duties 
they owe to your Souls, Your behaviour is 
ſach ,” that none will meddle with ſuch Pari> 


efits , to dreſs their wotinds, if the Lord 


had not” charged them” ' with 'this Come 
rd I ERECT 
<E kindly and affe: 
Honatel 72 This makes m : fear ,: that there 
Ae gre HIpgeries .in Churches , than we 


w few receive @ Reproef kindly 
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chem all. It is an argument of hatred 


L | thine heart, thou ſhalt in ay wiſe rebuke thy 
 Werighbour, &Cc. . Yethow are they counted 


; 3 thee , breauſe thou baſt not hearkened fo mY Ye- 
FJ. proof. Others ſeem to bearken to the Re- 


- ſome Saints eſpecrally; 
proved, As many as Þ love , 1 rebuke. To 


389- | 


lin againſt Reproof , is aggravated wicked- Rev. 3. 


nels. . The revolters are profound to make Oo 


- 


ſtanghter, though 1 have been a rebuker of px of. 5 2. 
» Not. 
to.reprove , T hos ſhalt not hate thy Brother 1n 7, 


I9. 15. 


turbulent ,  pragmarical-, void of. affeRion , 

rigid and > > gg Fn let them 

0C On IN tREIC 1N, e that Pates reproo | 
al ſurely dye. There is not a {adder wed, G ; $6 
that God hath an; endleſs controveriie witch : 
thee. . { know (Aaich che Propher. to Ama | 
) the Lord hath determined. to deſtroy, Cp, 


$5. 16. 


proyer , and give. him verbal .chanks tor his 
plain-dealing; but:from that day, their hearts 
boyl inwardly , .and chey are AlFd with pre-' 
judice > which: will expreſs it ſelf, when 


eyer it meets with a fair opportunity» How 


fem. do engage ſome Friend , to. be a faubful. 
Monitor to them, to be open-hearted to them 
1n telling them their faults ? We are fo oyer- 


run with ſelf-loye, that we think no Qan- 


der by.can;diſcern. ſo much as we; and.iwe 
are ſo unwilling to be cenſured , that we: 
and aloof from having ſuch a. Lookinp-glaſs. 
near us, to: refle& our ſpots to us : Few » 
with David,.., would count it a kindneſs, for, 
the righteous to ſmite them. , [23 


3H ow few.,do. ameud #pon A folems ſerious-ygr obee 


| 7eproof 2 How few-retire to their Cloſets ,xicay 
SD WOT ad”; 


w-- 


23. 
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Minding . 
or.ly the. an 1ot their 


of them 


3* © felf-wites; they 


$8.1. ia indprenr, | ; 


390 7 hilt wiſtipriggitowaths 


and there upon coeir knees bleſs God for? 
emboldning any to tell chem of their Sins, -, | 
and there beg pardon and ftrenzth to fe. q 
' form, and enter into @ religious vow by the a 


grace of 130d to amend whatever is amifs 3 


| [| 
_ pleaſe our ſelves. Let every' one" pleaſe bis" 
15, 1,2, TVeighbour for bis good: to edrfication; Fay even' Þ 
0 - b Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf, as Profeflours are ; 


their liberty, and if others be. offended, t 


Jittle' care for grieving and ' 'ftumblin their 1 ; 
weak Brethren, © They will 'tell you In-che: F 
pride of their hearts and loftineſs' of their: 


Spirits , the weak muſt be' fatisfied : Bit: 

what if they cannot 2 O 1 How, oppofte' are: 
Profeſſours to the Apoſtles condeſcending 

frame ? They think that in different” cireum- 

Rantial things the weak ſhonld follow thie 
firons , and hereſore flight whac they think: 

\ + _ « Of their r actions. Bac wharfaich che Apoſtle? ? 
Gal. 5.) Hfe not liberty for an occaſion ta the fleſh. Know- 
— ledge puſfeth up, bm Charity edifyeth. *'A 
x Cor, < firm: and full Rog of of liberty in 
aitha learned ene 
harity', is apt to} 


« if it ſeperated from 
« fwell the mind with Prid $' and'make men 
© to deſpiſe, and ſer. "weak; doubt- 
cc ings and ſcrup ulous Bret ren har Chart» 
«cy is carefull to avoyd” what: mipy f ſtumble 
cithe weak; and _ them to fall-into. —_ 
«an 


5. Moſt ROI ſeek to pleaſe. chemfeboes? | 
N erg bhour, A man would think: 7 
plcafing | \.,-\ never read," we that are ferong.;"onghtto' Þ 
bear the infirmities of ' the: weak., aud not to' Þ 


will watt ro the urmoR '6F? ; 
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So 


| © eber periſh, 1.,c. thy uling this libercy hach 
 <*arendency to de{troy him, You may think 
<< his 1s no great matter ; But the ſame A- = 
 **poltle informs you, that you herehy þ» 4-, oo 


«che Saul of thy Brother , and no mai on 


 $dificarion of their Brethren, Bbq How 


» ſome Saints eſpecially 391 


« and theretore jndge thy ratber, that no man 


| 2 © putia ſtumbl-rg or occaſion to fall in his Bro- Roms. 


<« thers way by the wſe of indifferents. | Haﬀt ©+ 73s , 
© thou faith , concermng' the lawfullneſs of 22+ 
< the le of things indifferent ? ( for 6f them 
«the Apoltle ſpeaks ) have it unto thy [elf 
© before God , make not a yain publication 
« thereof , to the exaſperating, orieving, or 
<« {tumbling of the weak, wao may by. thy 


example, even againſt Conſcience , uſe 
- ,<*che ſame liberty that thou dot , and fo 


« through thy kvowledge ſhall. thy weak Bro- 1 Coy.$, 
': 208 


*gainft Chriſt , you deſtroy the work. of Gods 


<c earth can priviledge you from the wrath of _— 


& God, if you deſtroy them with your meats 


_e« ( with the uſe of your liberty ) for whom 


« Chriſt dyed, and therefore. the Apoſtle 


© rrofeſleth , of meat make my Brother to of - 1 Cox, $, 
© fend, # will eat no fieſh, while the world x, 


« ftandeth , left F make my Brother to offend. 


Ol that menwere ſo huwble as Paul, in the 


condeſcention of their Charicy ; But alas! 
All men ſeek their own things : it they are fa- 


' fighed concerning the Tawfulneſs of the 


things, they look no farther : chey little 


- ming the ſouls of their Brethren; bur are ſe- 
_ Curing themſelves ſome outward peace, and 
_ earthly adyantages. Few naturally care for the 


00d of others, for the glory of God, and the 


Their miſcarriages towayds 43 
6. Haw are ((briſtians valued and preferred | 


by external; , rather than by internals? By 3 
y gold-ringss , by o:tward honours and privi- } 


cxneranls leges , rather than' by their graces ? They 


who ſhould tay2*moſt of your "elteem , love 
and reſpett , haye leaſt. A rh 1 Formaliſt's 
*company is more prized, than an humble, , 
mortified . poor Chriſtian's. The miſcarri- 
age chat was in the Apoſtles dayes , is de- 
ſcenced to this age , and is a blot upon many / 
, of the: Profefſour irs of it: O my Brethren! + 
** Have not the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, F 
the Lord of glory, with refprtt of perſons. 
"How are mens jadgements blincel by ſome 
external glory and appearance, ſd that a lite 
In a great, rich, honourable man,” Is cotnred ' 
much ; and much grace ina pdd? man is2dp- 
F1ſed', over- looked , and accounted but A 
tie? How do the rich contemn "thg * poor, ? 
How are che poor nesle&ed in 'Fifits > Byt 
arich , though formal Proteflyir,, 3 ſhall haye 
224ny Friends. How commoſt *K if for the 
rich to enjoy Ordinances together , and ex- 
clade the poor ?. You goe eo the houſes of 
Tie rich, but ſeldome goe over the threſhold. 
of the poor : and yer what faid Chrilt to him 
that bade lim : ? Wher thou makeſt. a Dinner or 
Supper , call not thy Friends, nor thy Brethren, 


J 2, >, neither thy Kinſmen , vor thy rich Nei ig bows - 


leſt they alſo bid thee Again', Gd recompence be | 
maae thee ; bat when thou makeſt a Feaſt, call 
the poor , the "maimed, » the lame , the blind, 
and thou ſhalt be bleſſed ; for they cannot recom- | 
pence ther, but ther ſal t be recompenced at #he| 1 
Mc 
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 yeſurrettion of the juſt, You do not value 
F- men by their eminency in grace, but in parts 
"and worldly endowments : as if gold did ſer 
' men off more than grace, Thole who have 
-moſt bf Ceſar's Image," are held in higher re- 
- puration,, than thoſe who haye moſt ' of God's | 
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$ great ind bleſſed God? Pau! dirſt 


2 wy 
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q ag 


fre Siltis eſpecially. 


Imaje, What reflexion is this upon the 


rfleſhly greatneſs in the world. When 


worldly Privileges , though the Apoſtle, yea 


"God expeRts ir. How rough ard rigorous 


are 'you ro poor men , if over-rtaken in a 


fault > *how.is his offence aggravated > how 


ſeyerely is he cenſured ? Bur if a;rjich mans 


tranſgreffion bethe fame , or more to be ap- 


fromthe danger of its ſcandal ;* yet How is'it 


"nb from the light ir hath affronted; and 
7 


aft by , extenuated, if not exciiſed and par- 


o 


doned 2 O ! This having mens perſons 7 att» 
'miration, over-reverencing men for worldly 
things ,. 1s a great diſparagement *to the grace 


of God, as if viches and honours were more 


excellehtthan Religion and Grace * They who 


are highly 'deſcended, or who relate to the © 


Courts of Princes, or who haye'their fores in * 


the;r houſes , ate in greater eſteem than'0- 


| Thers , "who are deſcended from above, who © © 


ar 


bay ANG DICITH WOU'r 2 know 10, Coy 
[rae fo the fleſh; yer dare you eſteem men 

FG Thvla fix your affeRtions., where you 
ſee moſt prace, you are taken where you ſee, 
-eicher moſt of the world, or moſt gifts, 
(Pracence, Jearning,. or moſt morality, You 
know, that you beſtow not 'moſt honowy on the 1 Cor. 
ancortely parts, on them who haye leaſt of 12. , 


5. I6. 
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Tam. 2. thren ? Tf there come into your Aſſembly a man | 
2, 3, 4z with a gold ring, and there cometh alſo a poor | 


J. 


Jam. 


2-6. 


Hebr. company of a mean Chriſtian ? or to -call a| f, 
. pope Cluiſtian , Brother ? to own any ſuch j1 


2.11, 


Fohn 


are related 10 the God of Heaven , who are! 


n#t according tothe ryſe of the Word? O1F. 


{5s or under any gther ſtroke of Gods 


to them, though they want neceſſaries for 
. their Bodiss ,.in che cime of their Viſcacion, 


20,17, aſhamgg to call ſuch, Brethrey: Gor to my 


Their mifceriigges ayaras 


F avourites 12 the New Jeruſalem , and who 
have ſtore of grace im their hearts, O my Bre- 


an wm vile rayment , and you have refþett to Þ 
him that weareth the gay claths "gz &ce are 
20t you partzal an your ſelves? Have nor you ) : 
made 3 difference , a groundleſs difference, 
a difference grounded on carnal reſpe&s, and 
not upon ſolid reaſon ? Are not ye become Þ 
judges of evil thoughts ? Have not you made Þ# 
your judgement of ſych perſons, according 
ro the dictare of your own evil thoughts, and Þ 


bow ſeldome do Profeſſors value and re- 
ſpeq as God doth ? Let rich Profeſlours be 


ind , what adoe is there ? what running to 
him ? what ſending after him ?' what endea- 
Yours:to.comfort him 2,” But O ! how are the 
poor of che Church deſpiſed > Little ſending 


and their Souls are ready to fink , for want 
of a.word in ſeaſon. Your frequent vigcing | t, 
dome reſorting to ocbers , when inthe ſame| T 
extremity , Evidenceth , that you deſpify rhel| in 
popr : Yea, are not you aſhamed to be in the ae 


near relation to him * And yer the Lord «© not] gr 


Bre- 


ſome Saints efpecraliy;. 


Þ Brethren, &c. But woe and alas | the fame 


q | mind is nor in us, which was in Chrift Jeſus ; 
F Learnof me; for I am lowly. But we are 


#F proudand haughty , and we learn of the high **+ 27- 
& andmighty of che Earth to deſpiſe others. of | 


F a lower condition, than our ſelves. The 
F proudrich man can be content to claim kin- 


| dredof Abrabem, he calls him , Farber A- Zuk.16. 
&F #4rabam; but you read not that eyer he ſaid , 
I Brother Lazarus. It will. not ſerve us, nor 


Þ /zve  ( faith a late Biſhop of England ) to 
& be able to ſay, Abraham 3s our Father, except 
Fe will charitably acknowledge the proreft Chri- 
T ftian;,. even Lazarus for our Brother. Refides 


1} how ſoon 15 a rich Formaliſt admitted to Fel- 
- | lowſhip? How hardly the Godly, if poor? 


.. 7 How do they who count themſelves Chri- 
ſftuaus of the bighiſt form, who have had-grear 


arquaintance with-Chriſt and his wayes , who poor 
have.had a long-experience of Chriſts ſweet- ſians, | 


neſs, and Satans deceits , keep by themſelves, 
with the negleft of the lambs, of them who are 
butiof yeſterday; and know lictle of the mind 
of 'Goe? How do'we flight them ('Chrift 
did not ſo ) who have bur a mite or two for 
to catt into the treaſury , I mean, who can 
contribute bur little to their gifrs or graces. 
Taey that are poor in ſpirit , as well as poor 
in the world, have but very little reſpe& now 
adayes': ' whereas'we ſhould treaſure and re- 
ſpe the ſmalleſt duſt 'of Gold and Pearl : we 
ſhould reſemble the Lord Jeſas Chriſt : his 
greateſt care ſeems to be of the Lambs. Feed 

wy Lambs. The Children in the Cradle, _ 
. WAen. 
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Their miſcarriages.toweras 
when they -veg:a to take their feet ſhould* ! 
then be moſt dandied , ſhould then moſtly be:; 
| held up, . they then ſhould he never out. of NF 
hand. Ifye are Fathers, ye are unnatural; 
ones , if you throw off the. cate of all the; | 
Children, that need your care, and take-care:: 
of them. who. need it not. As prace;; 10: Þ 
growthiin grace , zs given ta edefie the body wf + * 
Chrift , the eye is not for. its ſelf, bur for. Þ 
the blind members, to lead them in paths of. Þ 
Righteouſneſs. Your care ſhould be-:like, Þ 
| Gods : his'care is for the leaſt fly,, as well as. Þ 
li for the greateR of the creatures. Chriſt did: Þ 
not will the Salvation of one believer. more: Þ 
than another , he dyed.equally for all, all be-: : 

_ lieversfiand alike juſtified throughithe-: blood, 
£22: of Chriſt:,\ Chriſt knocks.-ar the poor. mans 
| * -*.:-" door, as well as the, rich,” if Chriſt makes 
| t>:{.3:00.; Ny: difterence y it is in thisg: the poor. weak: 
+::: © Chriſtian hach more-.expreflions of his: love 
and afteion, than the: ſtrong have, he ſhews. 
moſt-pittyto the greateſt abjets of picty,.to 

thoſe -that.. are in greate(} want : | Fe@ the: 
youn$s)Saintat his firkt Converſion, whetphe: 

lately dropt from the Womb-rof.che Goſpel; 

: when. he is, but a Babe, jn: Chriſt , a-fiickings: 
Infant,, he hath more. kifles: and embraces, 

more joy and comfort.,, than: (perhaps: ) he” 
meets-wikh-cill he be a-growg..man and; old. 
manin:Chrilt , till he benot: only a-gracions,, 

but a glorified: Saint; ©, The:very Philoſopher: 
obſeryes. that by Nature Parents are ſtill :car-. 

ried with,their greateſt., affeions.; to -the. 

Child that ts youngelt ; becayſethatiis come. 
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_ ſome Saints eſpe ectal Js: 


| monly molt indigend, thac is m bng'd in 
& the boſome , dandled on che knee, kifs d and 
| | ſehiled upon. 1 wiſh there were more of 
T this Nature even among ſupra-natural” Chiri- 
\& ftians, Tr 1s lamencale co ſee how little 
' Þ honoxr is beſtowed upon the weaker Veſſels , 
F and how few there are to be found, that car- 
'Þ »7 the, /ambr+ 3n their boſomes ( next their 
' Þ hearts ) and gently lead thoſe that are with 
E Ph 


* Þ fault, yea wich many 2 When their hearts, 
F like the fluggards fields, are overgrown with 
"| weeds, we do riot lend cher ow Spade , 

I. | and Mattock, and Knife : we do not labour 


$ 
$\ | the fire : to ſave our ſelves this' labour , we 
& | deem them Caft-awayes, as if there were n6 
E' | hope of their Reſtitution and Salvation, we 
S*. | never more look after them, to be'{ are, we 
0: Þ do not as the blefſed Apoſtle Fon did, who 
E: | ( as Euſebizs relates 'in bis Eccleſiaſtical 


E) Hiſtory ) ran afcer' the wort ro 'Pro=. ; 


FE fefſour, who was ped an Th-t way-1an, 
3” | co take hint by Toy 's vile , Ft ge oY recover 
*> | him out of the ſnares of H=ll., We carry it, 
ng as "If we held, that, fits committed Wd Con- 
Id vetſign: 
5s. ſifarig er to thy own heart 2 "If not, "ho 
er. EEE God pitty 7eth of ; -though thou 
Ir”. | falleft ſeven KNEERd OF y , and ic becomes 


RA: tee "ditch; eo feny elp' to thy Frau 
Tat 


to pull the brands; that are nalf burnt, out of- 


\ Art thou ' a * 


BE: | x hee', who haſt been f6 oft holþeh ont of the 


8. How little compaſſion i is ſhew 23% fall'n Not com 


\ Þ Brethren? to ſuch as are overtaken' with a paſsiona- 
ringfall*n 


Brechren. 


bt 


_ 


Gal.6.1 Teſt ore, Fc. 


398 -Thelr Miſcarrihdts rabarts 


that lyes there, and perhaps will periſh; 
if none be more merciful than thy ſelf.” ? 
Are there ho ſolemn engagements upon thy 


Soul rowards thy Neighbour 2 Will not Go 


Aat. 
33, 34 not thou have hi 


ley of Deciſion » multitudes are departed from 
their former Profeſſion , ſome of them are 
become ſcandalous : their lins will lye at your 
doors, and their blood roo , if you, through 
unfaithfulneſs, or through negligence, or 
throtigh fainting , endeavour not to reſtore 
them , to ſet the bones again , that are un«- 
happily diſlocated. Te which are Spiritual 
Are yeall Carnal? are none 
of you Spiritual ? If there be one, here is 
work for him, as he will anſwer the contrary 
at his peril, = OE ST ID OERS 
Ground. - 9+ Onhow wneaſie and ſinful ( becauſe un- 
leſs ſepas wayrantable accounts 3 ao many withar aw 


ration, from the Communion of therr Brethren Y What, 
hs ave not they read, orheard, Forſgke or the 
ebr. ”_ 


«ſembling of your ſelves together, as the manner 
19, 25. of [ome is? 4 was then dangerous noc to ſepe- 
rate; but it was more dangerous to ſeperate: : 


Not to ſeperate was dangerovis to the vur-Jf 


ward 


Y——_ 


take thee by the throat for thy unmerciful- Þ 
neſs? O thin wicked Servant , I forgave thee 
18. 32, Al thy debr, becauſe thou deſiredſt mt : [bouldſt | 
: compaſſion wpon thy fellows Þ 
ervant, even as T had pitty on thee? Verily, Þ 

. the Lord & wroth withyou , and if this be nor Þ 
amended , he will deliver you to the Tormen- | 
fovrs , till you ſhall pay all that « due unta him. 
O ! Repent of your defeCiveneſs in_ this F 
thing. Multitudes are haftening to the / al- 


* *» fomie Sai0ts ofperratly; * 


W ward man ; bc to leperate was datigerousto 
FF che inward man. When ever you hear '6f 


S Pm, that be bath left us , the text news 
FF you will hear of him, is, he bath embraced 
Þ} this preſenr World. If the Devil can, like a 


4 | Jubrie Carrey on the road, draw rhee off from 
'F thy company , he will ſoon cur the throat of 


'Þ thy Profeflion. It's no wonder to hear an 


F houſe is robbed, that Rands alone from 


Neighbours. T wo are better than ove. Tlie 


- F Church of God is compared to a City , the 


weak walls of the lioufes therein , would 


- | never endure a bluftering wind; but by their 


Neighbour-hood and Contiguity , they ſuc- 
cour each other : Bit when ohe fidnds di- 
vided, the next news you may expe to hear 
of, isafall\, and if it be a towring liouſe , 
the fall isgrear. And yeralas ! tpon ever: 

prejudice and diſconrent, if one Brother falls 
out with another, prefently the whole Con- 
grepation is threatened with the loſs of the 
prejudiced and diſcontented party's company, 
and condemned for the miſcarriages of one , 
and perhaps the ſuppoſed Offendour hath nor 
the liverry (EAR Gadnkt Jin order to 
bis Repentance , nor the Church regularly 
acquainred TE 


. 
n 
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alt great Evil amohs Church- Nar ſepe- 


Members , that I ſhall mention , is, T hery facing 


htily'1s this required by the, Apoſtſe ? Now 


» 1% commend you, Brethren , in the Name of 2 
tals & »& , 4 + s v #4 4. w+3 4 C * 
for ord Feſus Chriſt, that je withdraw your 3 


Jelves 


. Y « : "Pe * 
Mah frog eur) Brother hana Tons Wider 


1d; orderly & "when . under Cenſure. . - Cenfuire, 


Thef.. 


4 
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462 - ; Their MiCarriages towards Sinners: 


ſelves from every Brother , that walks diſor-,\ 
derly. Who can tell what bleſſed effeRs of 
Gods own Cenſures their eyes might have * 
ſeen , ; had not Profeſſours been herein guil- } 
ty ? By a general diſlike the perſon cenſured 
mliokic ſodn be convinced and humbled. Un-- ! 
doubtedly it. was Jour duty to have added | 
weight unco the Diſcipline of Chriſt 5 what 
you could ».. and to mL uaa/= choſe 3 1 
whom the Lord had diſcatded. Inſtances- 
ate not wanting of ſuch as God hath brought ? 
to repentance by the Rrangeneſs of ſuch. as | 
were once their Fellow-members. . - PoTi- ! 
bly you may be condemned for ſuch a carri- W 
age , biif ever God bring ſuch Cenſured F 
perſons to Repentance , though it. be upon * 
their death bed , though it be in a forraign 


Country , God will not ſuffer them to dye | 
Fe ierly, , fill they have acquitted , yea juſti- 
ed your carriage towards chem. I” 


Exa'y RXXVI. 


ei mir rovards Simevs. 


625,09" of 


"y not too ninh} amiliar; with pro: 
1M; Fane wretches bi i1«ftly As 


dt 
ting with burch -mimbprs e I know: nt po £ [ot 7 
fane,” Creature; bat hat will ho. Exc Cule: "Fins 4 


|” Their miſcarriages towards Sinners, 491 
| totheir careleſsnels of- the cho.ce of cheir 
company. Ihe very Fowls of che Air , and 

* Bealts of che Fictd, love noc Hererogeneous 

| . Company : Birds of a Feather flock, together. 

| TI have been afraid , chat many , who would 

be thought eminenc, of an high Rature 1n 

L ſroce and godlinels, yer ſee nor the vaſt dif- 

| ference there is between Nature and Rege- 
neration, Sin and Grace , the Old and the 

' New Man, ſeeing all company is alike unto 

er nn} : _ - Whence3 
Tem, And is it not thus with thee? Is tg 7 
| nOC all one , whether caou art wits a Child believing 
| of God 1 or with a Child of the Devil > Aretkeen- 

| not thoſe fir Companions for thee , who Py _ 
F ſlgic and revel again} God every day ? CO 
= ** x -". Jaed of 

| O ! How few conſult and belteve the Scrip- te Ser- 
2 wood” forth the enmity of withed men a- pent a- 

: | gd4init Gods people ? The Scripture cells us , gain rhe 


: | 'S 0 Og. ſced of 
They eat up Gods people, as bread, wiiich im- the Wn 


 plyes a (trange inclination in chem to devour, 

tne Saints, and that they take as great delipht p lat. 
therein, as an huhgry man in eating, and, , 

that 1t is natural to them to moleſt them : 


wy ſleep wichout doing miſchief : Heradias had Evek. 


; as. [tO the King , ſo the ſcattered Jews ( who, 16. 
CE keep 


'Y 


= ————  — — 
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Tim, 
3o 


A 
-- 
SY 
» 


Eviden- | | 
ce; there- men are unto all Saints, *« We ſhould not . 


of, 


Therr miſcarrrages towards Sinners.” 
ktep not the Kings laws) may be Cit off, Wick- 
eu men will run the hazard of damning their 
own Souls , rather than not fling a dagger at 
the Apple of Gods eye: though they know , 
what one word ( Aha ) coſt ; yet they will 
break through all natural , civil, and moral } 
obligations to ruine Gods people : The Ho- | 
Iy-G'0{ calls them s--placable men, firree and 
keadſtrong : they are like the hot Oven for 


fury , like the Sea for boundleſs rage : yet 


who hath believed this Scripture Report ? y 
Did we kelieve what Enemies all wicked 


6 Jean to our own prudence and diſcretion tO 
<« {ecure- us from any danger by theſe men : 
© wewotld get an Ark to tecure us from the 
© celvge of their wrath : If at any time we 
© be caſt among them and: delivered, we 
<. would bleſs God with the three. Children , 
<« that the liot fiery Oven did not conſume 
< 1s: we would not wonder, when we hear 
« of any of their barbarous cruelty ;, but ra- 
© ther wonder at Gods reſtraining them eve- 
© ry day: we would be ſuſpicious of receiv- 
© ing hurt, when caſt among light and frothy 
© Companions : we would ſhun their com- 
© prny , as we do Lyons and Scorpions : we 
© would never commit any truſt or ſecret in- 
© to their hands: we would not be light. 
« hearted, whilſt in their Society : we would 
© not rely on their promiſes gny more than 
©we would on the promiſe of the Devil, 
« their Father : we would lons for Heaven 
&« to bedelivered from the revts of Kedar : 
. « Wwe 


an 


en 


gergiecieing is age with tbireag. whilt 


Theinmil{obrncagenmrord ner 423 
© we would not:eount any of che gainty lecuy: 
© red+from dangers: though, related. ro any 1.1 
&« greatwickedmaniniweiwould nt Lift Our > ,r x 
© {clves with them Hy marching; our-Jelygs or 
&-Caitdten to: aid ſe Foes and. .Dayghcers of 
© Belzal ;.m2ither would we make. cuGige, of 
«c Deyils to be our. Seryants 

- How few.doveltenc what, 4 etna G ad bath Eee 
with wicked mine» Andiihecnotonly.wicheite a 
looſe z but the>formal and. hypocritical aiſo?2 0? quan. 
If we: bv we would tremble as mach .co:be wich; .. 2 
among them , as t07bg-in an. houſe z- that. Is cham, \ 
falling :::we: would ;endeayour to fave our Att,..-29 


T ſelves from this: witeward. generation: Fae 40. 


Apoftlewonld notrſs baveiadgured.them.;* ſo 
charg'd,; fo 4ntreaced: client, had he not: known 

the danger of wicked «qppanys .Godg ans Pſa. 7; 
gry withithe wicked: every: ay; his how,s b;S* "bent, I I. 

his arrows are vw the; flkjngsy the uniraments - © bg 
for their'ruise care atl Karon And js-1t © 
ſafe to be:there where:;:the.Arrows of God 

are readytd fly about onr,ears? How-was the 
Apoftieiafraid-tobe-inthe;Bath- with Ceres > 
rhur'? Depere-(:faith;G9d, by: eaſes): from "54 oF 
therwits of \Korah, Dathay s and Abur.ams teft ** ©94 
you Dberonifurs:d in all \thtin; fþ 185% iHaw have 

the /barkebrof good figs! fuffered withthe7 bad! 

Is i.noc prejudicial »foithe old; 50:;lye; with 
theidrols 2:4zot had been ruined by-bis/Nejgh- 


 baorbobito the Sirnenirnes »:3f1Gailþad nat 


wroughe:| wonderfully for | bis deliverance. 


Will yau pur-Godicemwerk mitedesrtga! faye 


you-fromyour:tngodl company; ?, kc 15.Gal- 


Gods 


yo4 Their miſcarriages towards Sinners, ' 
Gods bye and cry of Ve e is at their 
Prov. backs. 4 Companion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed, 
13, 20. The very beaſts may initru&t you to conſnic 
berrer for your ſecurity , the very Deey are 
 #fraid of a wonnded chaſed Deer , and there- 
orefor their preſervation thruſt him out of 

their company- 

From nit How few believe their own experrences, what 
bchieving they bave ſuffered by the company of the Un- 


char they odly ? Ic had been better we had gone to 


Fered the Peft-houfe, and eat and drank with per- 


from ſons infeged with the Plague , even whillt 
them, - the foar and botch was running on: chem , 
_ thanto accompany with wicked 'men : our 

bodies would have been endangered only by 

the one'; but our Sonl; are by the other. Is 

not rhe "poy/on of Aſpr under their tongues ? 
Dothpot the Devs/at them ? Doth he nor 

E ph. 2+ work effefually in the Children of diſobedience ? 
Jo Doth he ner inform chem ? Is there any 
breach, that is not infetious, coming from 

their lips 2 How ſoon could Foſeph rap out an 

Oarh by living with Pharaobs Courtiers? It 

was not: longs time-, «that Peter was'( vnne- 
ceflarfly, without a Call in the High-Priefts 

Hall, -and how quickly do we hear nm Curſe 

and Swear, and deny his Lord and: Maſter ? 

- We are :infenſ(ibly inſnared, and defiled, by 

wicked men , as we are black'd and diſcolou. 

'red by lying long under the hot and ſcortch- 

-ins Sur beams. Do not we yer; know and 

feel how {:ttle lraven leaveneth: the whole 

lump , and that ove ſinner deſtroys much good , 

and that thoſe that were, ming/ed among rhe 
3 : H eather 4 


fer at a Rake for Chriſt > How ſhall I ref 


Their miſcariiages ges towards Sinners 5 40s. 


Heathen, learned their wayes? Have not you 
found after fuach company-keeping, how your 


| hearts have beendead, dull, firatned;, toth, 
* #ndunwilling to come into Gods preſence ? 


It is difficult ( faith a late ingenions Writer ) 
even ro 4 miracle to keep Gods Commandemitits,' 
and evil company too, How ſuddenſy- after + 
your Soyl-reireſhments in your Cloſet Com-: 
munion have you loft all your heajs, and 'ſpi-" 
ritual fervencies , which you had in ſecret ,; 
and have inſtantly cooled by going fortit into 
cold and corrupt air > When a Saint hath been 
in private raviſhed with the love of God, and 
che joys of Heaven, and afterwards 'meets 
with company ,' which neither doth, nor can 
ſpeak one word of ſich matters, whata damp 
is it to him ? What a quenching ( as it were) 
of the Spiric of God in him 2 Nay 1s not that 
true which'one ſaith , that the people of God 


do generally boſe more by worldly men (that are - 


of a blameleſs converſation before wen ) than 
they loſe by wicked and profane men? O ! how 
oft hath communion with carnal men been ar 
lea{ an occaſion of blotting your evidences ? 
and of your ſuſpe&ing the truth of your own 
graces, whilt you have omitted che duties 
of admonition and reproof, when there was 
a calf thereto? Q-! how oft have you ſaid, 
If I caninor ſuffer ſuch a mans frowns and dif- 
pleaſure , and therefore have omitted my 


duty to their Fouls, and durft nor appear 


for God againſt their fins, how ſhall I deny 
my ſelf in greater matters ? How ſhall I ſut- 


Cc 3 to 


496, Their Oiſ0dtrad (AKAD SHINELFx 
to 01094 X fighting, 6544 "ji4.5 | Hy, hokk Y 
the. Walfe by. 4 Eats, WH Amgng: | 

_ IK.y0u.eprove Wen zou $hhA Bk, 

is no&y you fear > yOu rg 490; CAWArgey LO: 


be inratied among, che,Saints.,, I Wall agguaine, 
ou mitt,an Obſcrvatian. of mines. Frep. d, 
erſc een. a Chri ſt tan fall meo an LHLLIBACS mech 


ivg, how 
hereby 


Their miſcarriages towards S1nners. 407 
embers? Profellyurs careleſsneſs or tte 
periſhing condition of tle Souls even of the 
vileſt, 184 {fin muchto be lamented. It is 
an [ro Age we live in, and mens. hearts ,are 
firangely bardned , as to any pitty they thew 
co the multitudes, who ate in a natural and 
damnable condition, Me- thinks you ſhould 
refle& on the miſery of an unconverted (tate, 


whiltt you your ſelves were ſo lately in ir, 


Are not you convinced , that thoſe with g.,. 1 
whom you converſe daily, have reaionable , weighty 
immortal Souls , capable of ererral life or Conſider- 
miſery 2, Have not they the ſame common 25, t9 
Nature with you ? Are there not ( at :eaſt ) rv 
many civil bonds, wherein you itand related ,, þ. 
to them 2 Doth not their m/ery call aloud for rearing 
your comp-ſſions ? Are they nor in the gall of with 
buterneſs., and bonds of iniquity ? Haye they S_ . 
yet any.parc orfellowthip in the. pardon of rn nckry 
their Sins? The enceayouring to heal the Efate, 
back-ſlidings of Chriſtians, though a very ne- whar-ever 
ceflary.work , is not ſo neceſſary ( for they ©ompany 
will ſurely ke pardoned and healed , they are rey Arc 
not in ſuch hazard of damnation ) as to en. * 
ceavour to open the eyes of theſe poor blind 
wretches, and to turn them from the power of 
Satan unto God, Would you not make more 
haſte to cure a man, that is taken with a 
ſwooning. fit , than. one that hath a little 
ſwelling in his finger > I wonder you are no 
more affected with the miſeries that attend 
your Unregenerate Friends and Acquain- 
tance , who muſt ſuddenly be Converted, or 
Damned : Me-thinks. you ſhould pitty them 
Cc 4 the 


408 


Their miſtarriages towards Sinners. 
che more; becauſe they pitty not themſelves- 
Me-rhinks the value chat Chrit hatch pur up» 
on Souls, by bleeding for them , rhe ran- 
ſome that he hath given for miſerable man, 
ani the unweatied pains hetakes for the re- 
ducemenc of tall'n man , ſhould teach us ro 
open our lips, to give ſome directions and 
counſels to tzem, who are within a (iride of 
Hell, but a vreath between chem and eternal 
ruine : And yet how are Gods people trait- 


ned towards theſe forlorn and miſerable, un- 


done, condemned Creatures ? Thovph they 


are under the curſe of the Law, rliough the * 


ſentence of death be paſt againſt them , and 
1s ready to be executed every moment ; Jet 
you exhort them not to flye from'wrath to 
come : If they will periſh, chey may periſh, 
for any ſpiritual contribution that you will 
afford them. It grieves me ſometimes, to 
ſee how Gods people eat up their own and 
others time, with vain, frothy and unſavo- 
ry words : When they ſhould be ſpeaking 
ſome rouzins , ſtartling words of Hell an 


Damnation , of the neceſſity of Regenerati- 


on , of Eternity, of the fooliſh choice men 
make in preferring the pleaſures of fin , which 
are but for a ſeaſon , before eternal joyes; of 
the deceits of the heart, of the cheats of the 
Devil , of the maligniry of (in, of the curſe 
of the Law, ec. they are talking of this fa- 
ſhion , or of that , they are perhaps cenfu- 
rins one another, but endeavcuring norhing 
for the undeceiving their deluded Compani- 
ons. You cannot but know what adyantages 
you 


—_ 


ft ac Mtn. >. *A 


mY >. Ya = =. ee py my my my was 
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| you have by your intimacies with chem”, to 


WÞ dcliver that co chem, which they will receive 


TS from you , when Satan perhaps harh imbit- 
F tered chem againit cheir Miniſters, ſo that 
F all Pulpic-counſels and reproots are loſt up- 
F on chem, Beſides, You are in private with 


WT them, and you know by your ſelves, how 


| Joth , how backward you were, to apply the 
| truths of God ro. your own Souls, but you , 


& as Nathan to David , may goe and fay, Thou 
= art the Man; thou the Waman : You may hear 


| | their pleas for themſelves, and fo have an 


F opportunity to confute them ; whereas they 


F arc reſerved co their Miniſters , though they 


have been friengly , earneſtly and frequently 
invited to a Chrittian conference : And yer 


how do you neglett all theſe Opportunities 


of ſerving the Neceflities of your Friends : 
You pretend love unto them ; but bow can/ 
ye ſee the blind before your eyes tumbling 
into the Lake of Hell, and yer not call on 
chem ro return and live? Ir is admirable , 
that you ſhould think you have the Divine 
Nature within you , and yet be void of com- 
paſhons to theſe miſerable Objeas, who lye 
wounded before you , where-ever you goe 
or come. O! Me-chinks, when you enter 
the houſe of an —+5 my » you ſhould 
thus medirate, Now have # an opportynity to 
ſave a Soul from Hell, to have 4 greater Ccon- 
que} than Czfar or Alexander could boaſt of : 
N ow may + ſhew my ſelf a Friend o es by 
pleading bis right tothe Creature: Now may 
# have an occaſion to make all the -— of 


eaven. 
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way ,, and paſs them by with an unmerciful 


Their moſcargiages towards: Ma: 
Heaven laugh apd jirg » and all the aurſed De | 
vils to roar, b y ſaving a loft Sou', 4 

And will you ſee cheſe wounded inf your 


Spirit? If you ſee your Brother have need of Þ 
outward things, ( much more if needing | 
Grace, the Image, of, and Peace with, God ') WE 
4nd jou ſhut up.yaur bowels of conipaſſion from 
him , bow awelleth the love of God wn you 2 | 
You have ſome pitty left, when: you ſee a } 
man fall'n under his horſe, or trugling for ' 
lite uppn. the waters, or in an, houſe fired = 
your bowells are curned within you ; Bur a- | 

las { here are they that are dropping.i into the YE 
Lake of Fire every. moment >. that are drag- 
Sed up;and down, from, one Luft tq another, 
by the D Devil, ( a forex bondage by farr).and [ 
yet you: 0 nor pitty.them, ©! Pitcy them, ['+ 
pitty them; 'G 26 over, to Macedonia, ana  belp 
thers. itisa grigf to my S0ul;; ro, conlider, [# 
how dull > how uſeleſs Ch riſtians a e,in the pe 
Towns and Villages.,., where Provi lence uath ve 
calt then : If chey ' meet. with; a man » they ty 
will not {ſo much 6 25ks. wh ether hebe bound 
for Heaven, or Hell 2, D whe, r he knows the [T9 
neceil:ity of the new _Bircl,, yea: Or no? 
whether h2 hath Teſt S! a, as "nr greateit bur- 
den, ,. wherher he.ve williug 0; Chriſt , and [v2 
Salvation by _ hin; as, 3b 115 .Own, terms? | 


Nay, Profe ef ours will notTo mich as,counſel | 


them tg 1227 2,g000 | Book, or, "end them | 9 
one., if i} icy ire pper. and pnable to. buy : Ch; 
they will © 47 no coſt £0 ſave a-Sorl, that is [* © 


FORE of more : 90rth ,. than a World. How hat 
is 


| "Thei aifaeriages tomaras $2vRers: 


s i, , tbaT.yop. account your. ſelves Chriſti-. 


Souls ? Qr; how can you have any all urance.,, 

that you bars. Sin » Whiltt you labour nor.the 
| — of 1t,;.in, whomloeyer. you.find. ic? 
Tt you feamen triſling away. theic time , why, 
$69.y0u not. put.them' upon. redeeming their 
time-2, It you. hnd them loyers- of pleaſures , 
wiy do.youngt. invite chemy.and preſs them, 
Q logk after.corgial, joy. and,mirth , and, the 
pleaſures,,.that are at. Gods right hand, 2 
it you 5 the. Fen es of Chrilt | how, can 
you end on againit him , and.. nog 


EET. FOWrnel fins of his qwn,, . that doth 


3.4% **; 


no: ior fins 43 or that. he ever.hazed 
lin in = ac doth Hot. endeavour, L@ 


Ku/rC; iT 8g 28 Souls, ,ag,well as in. his 
Or aer B2, aſhamed at YOur., Hp dt16 bog As 
i: 59p, had hearts, of fleſh,, when you, bave 
| kearrs of jones. 5. the Lea arts 'of .Tygers ,, ihe 
| | hearts. of Infidels, or elle you; would. puty 
| the miſerab Euncanyerted. Souls. Ard what, 
if e they debre,ngt.your belp.z. the more need 
, | 5ou baves ro.pitty them : the leſs awakened 
> [ey He. our .of. their cu fed: ſecurity, ;-the 
- |-more.miſera IE and dangerous. is their fate. 
1 |f-!. Pug.gn't 

2 - not your ſelves: in an high, proud way , 
1 [22 lofty, magſterial- way; cowards theſe 
1 | Poor .Souls 3, Do...not think thou hat dif- 
. | charged dutytowards chem , by running into 
. [4 corner., and backhiting them foe blindneſs, 
7 | hardneſs, contempt of Chriſt, &'c. but = 
; CEC 


| jou endugeT ever. believes, that than 


Ee. bowells of.J Jeſus Chriſt 2 car... 
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INS » , whit, you. have vo higher efteems. of 
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dence prolong your dayes , that you might | » 
© be uſeful? Did not I giveyou an intereſt in | Þ 


Their miſcarriages towarels Sinners, i 
ther help them co ſome of your eye-ſalve 1 
chat they may ſee. Conltder you have Tal-" 
lents , and account you muſt for them, and'W# 
be-think your felves, whether you may not''F 
A1ve a better account , by endeavouring to" 
reduce theſe poor Souls , that are ftraying to] 
Hell, than by letting them alone to damn} 
themſelves : Conſider ſadly what anſwer you 
will make , when Chri ſhall ariſe and plead! 
with you , when Chriſt ſhall ſay , Where i 
thy Brother x Will Cain's anſwer ſerve ? Am! 
{ my Brothers keeper ? Will not Chriſt reply! 
on yon ? << Did nor I come from Heaven 
<« on purpoſe to redeem theſe periſh Souls 2 F 
«« Did not I charge you to exbort- one another 
© daily? todo goodto all? Did not I furniſh / 
<< you with wiſdome and experience , that 
<c-you might be able and ready” to' help 0s 
« thers? Did not I by wonders of Provi- 


< the affeftions of your Neighbours, that || k 


 « you might be as the Dew , and as the River! || þy 
© of Waters to the parched ground? that you || gs 


< might be che Light and Salt of the Earth? || w, 
«Nay , did notI remove che Miniſtry , (@ || fo 
<< mong other weighty grounds ) to try yout || w, 
« affections to periſking Souls ? And is his | wy 
<« your anſwering all my defigns and expeAt- þ w 


'<ttons , to rail at them, as the ungodly pat* || fe 


«ty, and not to endeavour to make the 

« betrer> O1! Conſider how ſad your caſt | ge 

will be , if the blood of thouſands of Soub | te 

ſhall be lain art your doors , for your bo 
p ects, ; 


&s, tor your careleſsnels , for your being 
worle chan Balaams Aſs ; for he once repro- 
ed , perhaps you have never. How do you 
WF know, bura few words of yours might be as 


Jove thy ſelf, and not regard thy Soul? 
And canſt thou love thy Neighbour , and 
not Endeavour to ſave him from periſhing ? 
co pull the brand ont of the fire ? Have you 
ſ6 learned Chriſt 2 When our Lord dwelt in 
feſh among us, was he dumb before linners, 
T as you are, when he ſaw the multitude want- 
F ing bread , did not he deal: forth the bread 


before his meat and drink'? had not he com- 
- | pation for the ignorant? did not he enlighten 
* | poor ignorant Souls ? and reprove the Hy- 
t | pocrifie of ochers ? When he went into the 
n | Pablicans honſes , did not he-preach of the 
K | Kinedome of God unto'them ? And hath not 
's | he given you an enample, that you ſhould 'do 
uv | as he hath done ?' Should inor you make it a 
matter of Conſcience to write afcer ſo great, 
i* || fo ſafe, ſo glorious a Copy? to follow ſo 
it |} worthy a Leader and Pattern? Add withall , 
 } what (tumbling blocks you have laid 'in the 
4 | wayes of finrers ? how many haye been of= 
- | fended by your converſation -} And will you 
fl } ſend ſo many hundreds to Hell, and not en- 
it | deavour the conver{on of ſome ? You pre- 
ub | tend the want of parts : Bur alas 1 you want 
$5” | bowels, you want affeions,- you haye nor 

| a 
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torcible as Fonah's'to Nineveh, as the Sa- 
maritan Woman's was to the City ? Is this- 
to love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf? Dot: 


ar > 0 END 
cnc —_ d 


J of life to them ? did not be prefer this work: 


4ia' Theormiſctrriages tomaras. Sinners! | 
a reallaght, and.deep ſenſe-of. erernal mats 
Lers::,.If you had z you would: with tears inj 
your eyes beſeech your» Neighbours t0:m ind 
cheir periſhing Souls. Haye.not;you ſo ma-\i 
_— as LO uy £0 your Netshbotirs : Repent, 
and P ray, if perhaps your (ns maybe forgrvens 
rt hn Floterg RR, aled cehieri | 
mourn over thy hard. heartednets, and un- 
mercifulneſs to the- Sguls of : thouſands , of 
whom chou-might'{t-have been-an-anftrument; 
of Converſion , if thou hadit bur/attempred!} 
It,.. Or could you not have gone and hes! 
ſeeched your Minitters to lay toheart the-pe-! 
rifhing eſtate of fuch a,man or woman ? Or;F 
might you not have-entreated thoſe, Souls to! 
conſult ſome Miniger-about their Eyerlaſting, 
 Scate? You have not done what:you could + 
you pretend you; cannat convert them 5 bur 
youwill nat, you will not try-whether you  } 
can work them oyer-from fint0,God,, You | /; 
fay they are dead 1ndins' and treſpafſes,, they | 4- 
haye:hearts of tone, as inſ{en(idle..as-ftones gy | C, 
as ſtupid, as blockifh ; as; impenetrable as] C, 
Kones : And wakt -not thou: ſo ſome years| ; 
250-2? Haſt chon forgot the rock, ont of which] F/ 
thou waſt hewn T Nay), is there-not 200, amtalt] [ce 
| ſtone-in thy heart, that thou. canſt ſee + thy] the 
| God:ſo diſhonqured, Chrift: fo. | reproached| do 
| by, thoſe, who. are baptized: in,his Names|wo 
and-wear his Liyery,,and-yetnot-enfleavout|ang 
co pull them out sf the fre? Thou rrelievet|for, 
thy ſelf. with the mercy thau {heweſt::to- rh8ſoth, 
| bodies,.of the; poor; that beg Attbyrdoor!ÞÞice 
| when thou ſcelt cheir foars, their lean mag batt 
| . a 


Land naked ſhonlders , thou ſiccoureſt them, 
[theſe things thou oughteſt ro do ; bur nor to 


E rnto chem; chou ſhouldſi have counſelled 
chem , admonithed them , enlightned them 
'and now if they periſh in” their ignorance , 
| will not their blood be required at thy hands? 
'O!.cremble at your bl:od-suilcineſs. The 
{Lord of Heaven and Earch, who layes his claim 
to Souls, All Son's are mine”, . hath charged 
thee, 2 tO hate thy Brother in thine heart , not 
tO (offer ſin to reſt upon him, but tOreprove him: 
-F And yer thou letteſt him alone , ro periſh.in 
eh ms iniquity; You are Tora with your. 
0} own temporal oreternal good , that you lit- 
$| tle regard what becomes of others to all eter-, 
#1 nity. How do fome hope toſlink to Heaven. 


| alone ? Perhaps they ſcekrheir own profit 5 x Cox. * 
u | but ot the profit of many , that they may be x ©, 


| ſaved. O that men mould roft. Fhemr eJes As. 


2f| broad ( faich one ) the very dumb. inanimate_.. 


Ss] Creatures would teach them better; every. 
as] Creature aſs 1mulates, Fire tirns what ts near : 


ars| it to Fire, Earth converts into Earth,,, 


Kh) Flowers will 'be ſcattering of their ſeed and 
jak] cert. How canſt thou-hope- che bleting of 
Wy] the new Creation reſts upon thee, when thou, 
1ed|doſt not increaſe and multiply 7 O that you: 


1es|would be prevailed with, to. help I counleh, 
; 17, you Dayg. 


owtÞand dire& others to Heaven! ave. 
vet] ſound the way thither ,* be pleaſed to ſhew. 


rhvfothers the. way to life, -the way ro olory.. Oh 
of Pitry rhem' , as Chriſt pittied you - - Chril 


eks]lath led you our of the wilderneſs of fin and 
and trouble , 
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lay aſide the Spiricual Almes., that were due. - 
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trouble , Be you eyes to che blind, dice& } 
chem the right way to the Land of - Promiſe , 
cell them what courſe you took , declare un- WW 
co them what God hath done for your Souls» WM 
Do not you ſee how induſtrious Chri(ts ene- We 
mies are to diffuſe their poyſon 2 Do not | 
Turks and Papiſts endeavour to, proſelyte ? | 
Will they not compaſs Sea and Land to | 
ſpread and diffuſe their Leaven 2 Do not ? 
all people ( beſides you ) labour to win. 
ro their Gods? Donot unclean perſons and MW 
drunkards entice others to the ſame wicked- W 
neſs ? ſhall Satan Vaſſals be filling Hell? WF 
and will you not labour to fill Heaven? ls ic F 
not your Honour to bring many Sons and *' 
Dauzhters unco God ? What will become of } 
the next Generation > How few Servants (if | 
any.) will Chriſt have , if others take no | 
more pains, than you do, to convince, to 
allure, to convert ? I fear Chri(t will take up 
the old complaint, The Foxes have holes , 
* and the Birds have Neſts , but the Son of Mar 
will not have where to lay bis head. Conſider 
how oft your poor Miniſters have beſeeched 
you to enter on this work , leſt orher-mens- 
ſins prove your damnation 3 and yet how 
hath a dumb Devil pofleſſed you ? O thar yec 
you would commune with your own hearts , 
whether you are willing that ' thouſands 
ſhould periſh , and go to Hell ? and if they 
anſwer, No, Ask them a ſecond queſtion , 
why do not you uſe the means to preyent it, 
Namely Exhortation, Reproof , and Coun- 
fell > You have covered over your want * 

| Ze 
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- have eſcapedto ſhoar , can tell of 
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Zeal and tenuernels witt a precence that you 


 havenot che gifrs of Miniijters , you cannot 


ſo extort as Miners, '& s. Bachaye you not 


been cold thac God can work by ſmall means; 


as well as by preat ; and tact by things that 
are:not God can contoond che wiſdome of 
tne flzſh, aad bring to nauthe the thinss 
that are ? Is not tis like che pre:ence of not 
being eloquer t? Do you not know, have you 
not heard, that che iflue , and event depends 
0n tlie bleſſing of the Lord , rather chan on 
the work it ſelf? Is ic not all one to the Lord,' 
ro wound by a ſhort , as by a long ſword? 
Cannot God bleſs a few words in thy mouth, 


az he did in Chriits, and the Apoltles ? Can't 


not thou ſay, follow Chriſt > and may not pre. 
ſfently a Matthew, a Publican leave his finfull 
courſes and embrace the C:riftan faich ? 
Can't chon not ſay, Repent and Believe , that 
your ſins may be blotted out ? and may not God 
COncur with thee, as he did of old times ? 


Ts the Lords hand ſhortned, that it cannot help? 


If Iſrael be not gathered, yet thy reward is with 
the Lord, if thine hearc were upright ; and 
could reſtifie that night and day thou halt not . 
ceaſed ro warn , to rebuke, and counſel. 
Cercainly your memories are not ſo bad, but 
you muſt remember the weight of fin, and 
of the wrath of God : you have ſeen che 
wonders of the'Lord in the deeps : you, that 

he Rocks 


and Shelves,and Storms, wuich you have been 
delivered from ; and will you let other Ship- 
wrack their Souls , rather than hold out your 

. | lishe 
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light unto them , tuar they may avoyd cheir 
ruines 2 What ſhall I fay to humble you ? 
There 1s more charity in Hell , than you can 
afford : Biuſh, bluſh, and be aſhamed to have 
leſs zeal, love, and pitty, to periſhing Souls, 
than D;ves in Hell had, he would have his 
Brethren ſaved from the Valley of Hinnom. 
Your lilence will make others think that Hell 
is a tollerable place , that fin is not fo evil 
and bitter a thing, that to lye under Gods 
wrath is not ſo great a miſery , whilit you 


are ſo flow and backward to warn your 


Friends and Acquaintance that they flee from 
theſe, and take Sanctuary in the true City of 
Refuge , the Lord Jeſus Chrift, O! If you 
know the worth of a Soul ,. pitty the \mulci- 
tnde, with whom the day is not broke, whoſe 
forlorn Souls are under a continual Maſſacre 
from the bloudy Butcher of Hell : Befmear 
your Souls no longer with che guilt of their 
bloud : Let chem not ſtarve for want of bread, 
whilſt you haye to give them. I ſhall bleſs 
God for ever and ever, if this your negli- 


- gence of che Souls of thoſe, whom you may 


account without, may be cordially bewailed , 
and you for the future double your diligence 
for their converſion, Miniſters. cannot con- 
vert without the Concourſe of Onnipoten- 
Cy , neicher can you. Though Satan and 
thy own lazy heart hath told thee, thou art 
unfit to ſet upon this work , yet better do it 
meanly, than wholy omit it. 'God ( like Pa- 
rents on earth ) loves to ſee his Children lifc 


-at thoſe duties, which are too hard for them, 


and 


ERASE I - Os Cape rg a 


Their miſcarriages towards Sinners 
and chenne ſteps in and is a Co-worker with 
them. Woaat God did by illiterate Fiſher- 
men, by Priſcilla, he candoby thee: The 
Lord pardon thy former unmercifulneſs to 
the Souls. of men; Bur '1t thou continue 
careleſs and' cruel, if thou wilt not by:Pray- 
ers for them; and counſels co them, ſeek their 
reducement, as ſure as thou art reading , the 
voyce of thy Brothers blood is crying againit 


thee from the earth. By your example be- 


fore ( it not. fince*) Profetion, you have 


been cae cauſe of the deſtruction of Souls, 
of how many who can tell ' And, as Ferobo- 
am made Iſrael to fin many years after he was 
rotten in his grave , fo your (in, your wicked 
examples may propagate the trade of lin 
from generation to generation , until Chriſt 
ſhall come to Judgement. Tremble, trem- 
ble at the thopgits of it if chon haſt nor the 
heart of a Beaft in thee. O 1 how many Souls 
are crying in Hell againſt thee, curling the 
day" chey knew thee, or their Anceſtonrs 
knew thee ;. for that by thee they learned to 
{1n the more, and were ftrensthned in their 
wickedneſs by thy tongue , and by thy life ? 
And'now ate not you bound to do. your ut- 


moſt to make reſtitution ? to labour to ſave. 


them char be alive ? Is it not reaſonable that 
you ſhould Jabour to win Souls to Gods, as 
you have to the -Devils, ſervice? and to 
have many blefſins God 1n the Heayens for 
you, that ever they were in the company of 
fach an ative zealous Chriſtian , who by 
word and life was inftrumental to bring them 
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| Some Aagruuatuons: WLLE - 
t0 the knowledge ot rnemſelves, and of their - ? 
God? And-is it. not a gloxious/work, .tO 
hold forth ſuch:Light to_ che World , that 
they ſecing your good works:, may. glorifie -} 
God, and you may.be Propazators :of Zeal 
and Holineſs, 'from:-Generacyon to Generas 
tion ; 01] Chritt ſhall appear to judge the 
Worid:, 'and to.reward you for: all the ferv.- 
CES YOU nave done to lis Name Þ' O ] how | 
welcome ſha!l that .man be ;to:Heaven and }. 
Chrift , whottathſed che Souls, '-and clothed } 
tie:$0: 1s, and viticed the Souls, which he 
hath purchajed wich his own precious blood? 
Ciriit wijl own thee tor his Benefatour. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 
The Diſ-ingenuity and Scandalouſneſs of 


therr Myiſcarriages, 


The * Hen God had given the Prophet 

wicked. - E zekicl alarze Catalogue of Ju- 

_ azh's Abominations, he then 
E IOre h 6 MW 

. mer Mil. 4 ſhew'd him the Wickeadneſs of 


carriages, fir. Abominations : - He ſaid unto me, Goe 
Exch. un, and Behold the wiched Abomanations they 
8.9. ado here. Hecommanded him once, and a- 
FY'.6, gain, andagain, tO try him yet again, and 
13,15. he ſhould ſee greater Abominations, I can- 
7 | not 
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E- not indeed proniſe thee, 'toat thou ſhalt - 
E naw, ſee greater Abominations, than thoſe' 
” already mentioned : All that I ſhall now'do, 
> ſhall be ro: reprefent che former Miſcarriages 
6” in their crimſon dye 5 and: ſcarlet colour. 
And, --- 
'. The Firſt Thins I ſhall mention , as ma- Com- 
” Kkinz your Sins ( Profeflours ) out of meaſure —_ * 
| 3 ſaful , Is your Diſ-ingeuuitty 11 fo finning A = ' au 
+ gainſt God. ' O! Youhave linned againit ay; , 
& gracious God :- Zou have grieved the good Spr- God, 
rit of God, whereby ( ſome amonsait you ) Eph, 4. 
have been-ſealed to the day of Redemption, 1 30, 
am bold to-ſay , that ove godly man's (inning 
_ againſt //ght and mercy, doth more break, the 
heart of God , than the bruitifh Sins of a P4- 
can Kingdom. I am broken ( aity God ) Ezek., 
with your whoriſh beart , which hath departed 6, g. 
from me, &C.. And ye ſhall loath your ſelves 
for your evils, which ye have committed in 
our abomimations.. God harth been preſs'd A 2729s 


>; 
by 
pA 


y drown with your fins, as the Cart with ſheaves , 2,13» 
till he hath even Creak'd under the weight. 
God expected more from the 7 vees planted 17 
Zion , than from the wild ones 1n tie Wilder- 
'x neſr, Grief and Burthen ſprinss miuct from 
E unexpected Unkindneſles. 7 lobed for Fruit, Duke 
n | ard there was none. How were David's and 13- 9- 


f | Sawl's Sins aggravared from the merciful 
08 Diſpenſations of God to them ? 44 Samuel 1 Sam. 
& | ſaid, Whenthou waſt little in thine own fgbr 15,17, 
a- | maſtnot thou made the Head of the Tribes of 1-18, 19. 
nd | rael, avd the Lord annointed thee Ki g over If- 
n- | rael,, a»d the Lord ſent thee on 4 Journey, avd 
| Dd 3 {ard , 


4 
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2 Sam, 
I2. 7; 
9, 9. 


Fl[a.l. 
2,32 4+ 
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. ſaid, *Goe, and utterly deſtroy the Sinners, 8©C» 
Wherefore then did/t thon not obey the: voice «- | | 
the Lord? And Nathan ſa:d to David, &c. ? 
Thus ſaith the Lord God of Ifracl ;-/ ms 4 
ed thee King over Iſrael, and Goerad thee * 
out of the hand of Saul: And I gave thee thy - 
Maſters Houſe , and thy Maſters Wrues into 

thy boſome , and gave thee the Houſe of Iſrael, - 


and of Judah, and sf that had been roo little 5. * 


I would moreover have grven unto thee ſuch and "WF 
ſuch things. Wherefore haſt thor de5pijed the: 
Commandement of the Lord , todo evil in bis W 


hg ht > And hath there nor been as much diſ-" 1 F 


ingenuity and unkindneſs in our. Sins? The 
Lord hath given his Statutes to uw, cand his 
Laws, He hath not ſo dealt with all the Na- : 
tions under Heaven : He hath nouritked and 
brought us up a5 Children 5" but we have: rehel- 
led againſt him. The Oxe knoweth his Owner, 
and the Aſſe his Maſters Crib : but T(rael doth 
not know , my People ( my People ) doth not 
conſider. Ah ſiaful Nation, 4 People laden 
with iniquity, &c.. God fercherh a deep 
ſigh ( Ah 1) underthe burden of this {n- 
gratitude : His Spirit 1s laden and troubled 
with it. They have provoked the Holy One of 
Tſrael. Miſ-improvements of Mercies are 
very | provoking. When God comes 'for- 
Bread , to he ſent away with Stones , muſt 
need vex the good Spirit of the Lord. ' Hear, 


 O Heavens, and give ear , O Earth; for the 


Lord bath Spoken it. Oh for Pro ours- ro 
be worſe than Publicans ; for they 'will be 
kind to-fuch- as. are Kind to them ! Have not 
we 


> ih A Plug ES 


F  requite the Lord , O fooliſh people and unwiſe.? 
| Ts not he thy Father , that hath bought thee 7 RN a 
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we ſinn'd againft God , ever with his fa- 
E Yours, and requited him evil for good ? 
# May not the Lord ſay unto us ? , Do ye thas 


< Deat. 


All che mercies we have received, greaten 
our. fins, The more rich/y that God hath 


heaped his Bleflings upon us , the more wan- 


tenly, we have followed the ſwinge of our 
own Luſts, and the more contemptuouſly 
ſpurned at his holy Commandements, We 
have great cauſe to be aſhamed, for that all 
our {ins have been {ns againſt mercy, and 
therefore againſt the Principle and Law of 
Nature. Iris a perpetual Spot , not to be 
worn out by time , that of King 7-aſ , that 
he ſlew Zechariah, the Son of Jehojada, 
the High-Prieft z who had been loyal unto 
him in the getting of the Kingdom, and faith- 


ful in the adminiftration of it. Thws Joalh 2 Chyoy, 


the King remembred ot the kindneſs which Je= 24. 22, 
hojada hrs Father had done to him, but ſlew 27, 


" bis Son , and when he dyed , be ſaid, the Lord 


look uponit , andrequiteit. Ana it came to 
paſs , at the end of the year , that the Hoſt of 
Syria came up againſt him: and they came to 
Judah and Jeruſalem , and deſtroyed all the 
Princes of the people , from among the people. 
But alas ! Whar Engagements could Zecha- 
r1ab poſſibly lay on Joaſh , that may weigh 


with the Mercies of our God tous ? And yet, 


how have we made his choiceſt Favours as 
Arrows, to ſhoot at the God that ſent chem ? 


What wretched Prodigals have we been , to 


286 waſt 
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Sonje Aggravations | | 
waſ} all in the ſervice or-Hell , Wiich were, 
conterr'd with ſo open an hand, to draw 
forth our time , firensth and \pirics , in the 
praiſes and ſervices of God > For this our In- 


[TEas : 9. gratitude , the Lord may juſtly be argry with 


I I4, f; 
3314 ſhall be no remnant , nor eſcaping. 


Mica 
6. 5s 


us, fill he hath conſumed us, ſo that there 
| O that 

you would remember the L rd jrom Sherri 
eo Gilgal', #5 50h from the brg inns of M>r- 
cy , tothe evd of it! And you will hardly - ? 
find 5 that you ( any of you ) have been the 3 
berter for it; but many, Jeſhurun-hke, have | 
waxed fat , and kicked. God isthis day cal- 
ling out of Heaven to England, and ro each 
particular perſon in it , Do you thus requite 
the Lord, O fooliſh people, and unwiſe? 1 
conld even wiſh , for the thauſands of our 
Tjrael , that they had received fewer Privi- 
Jeges, or had had the grace to ſerve the Lord 
in the abundance .of all things, better than 
they have to this very day. If eyeryoupur- 
poſe ſound Repentance, then take a view of 
all che Mercies of God towards you : Goe 
back to the time , when the firſt ſtone was 
Jaid ; yea goe back to the eternal projets of 
God, to maxe thee out of nothing, and ro 
redeem thee, when worſe than nothing : 
Review the upper and lower Springs , with 
which Sox! and Body have been. refreſhed : 
Remember how many eminent Deliverances 
and Salyations God hath wrought for thee : 
And if at any time thon haſt been ſtrained 
in outward comforts , yet remember how 
thou haſt been enlarged with ſpiritual races; 
| wn 3% i ; 


* _— 
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Lif God hath denyed thee in one kind of mer- 
Fcy', he hath ſopplyed it by a gracious won- 
# derfull commurarion,in another,in a better: if 
+ thon haſt been denyed rhe fieſhpors of Epypr, 
| and the land flowing with honey , yet it hath 
{ been all made up in the bread ('the Mannah) 
> that fell from Heaven : if thou haſt had ſome- 
> rimes bodily infirmities , yer thou haſt been 
F ftrengthned with allmight in the inward man : 
+ 1f thou haſt been denyed thee the gold of the 
| earth, yet God hath ſupplyed thee in ma- 
I king thee »:cþ z= faith :; If ſometimes Friends 
F have been unfriencly , inconftant , or trea- 
FT cierous; yer God hath ſtood by thee , when all 
left thee. God hath dealt with you , as with 
| Sons © your gleanngs are better than the  ;n- 
rage of the world. Having, laid theſe , and 
;1nnumerable ſuch mercies 1n one Scale, now 
lay in the other Scale tliy foul ingratitude , 
nor only that particular fin of unthankful- 
neſs , that thon haſt been guilty of ( of which 
f before ) but the ingraticude that hath been 
: in all thy Gns, in'thy pride, hypocrifie , for- 
$ maliry, ſelf. love, ſelt-ſeeking , impatience , 
f neg[e& of dnty to Superiours , Equals , and 
0 
h 


Inferiours , profaneneſs, intemperance , nn- 
righreouſneſs, cc. that Remembring the Lord 
and his goodneſs towards thee , together with 

: thy curſed returns , thou may*ſt yet abhor thy 
es | ſelf in duſt and aſhes., Take words, and ſay, 
EF « My Salvations are more than'I can number, 
ed << Bleſſed be God, the Pather of all mercy ; 
"WW & But my ſins alſo are innrmerable, T cannot 
2s | © recount them , ſhame ypon me , O ! how 

if | ec yile 
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_ < viſe have I made my ielf , whilſt by abuſe 7 
<« of rich mercy , I have lived below the im” 
Mat, 5. « genuity . that is found, in. Publicans and 3 
47- « Beafts? O that God would give me the ſuc 3 
1ſ4.1.3- ceſs, that the Anvel had on. ſuch a (infull_ 3 
| people as you are! And the Angel of the 1 
Judg-2. 1,,,4 come up. from Gilcal. to. Bochim ,' and *} 
£22,3:4* {aid 1 made you to go np ont of Egypt," and © 
have brought you into the land, which 1 ſwear | 
unto your Fathers,and I /aid I will never break. 1 
my covenant with you, and ye ſhall make no | 
league with the Inhabitants of this land, &c. | 
but ye have nat obeyed my woice , why have ye . } 
done this, &c. And it came to. paſs , when the 
Angel of the Lord ſpake theſe words to all the F 
Children of. lirael, that the people lift up their 
voice, and wept. 
Very Secondly, T he ſcandalouſneſs of your miſcar- 
fcands- »;ages is another aggravation ot them. Had 
louſly. a1 the forementioned abominations been 
committed in Deſarts and Holes of the-earth , 
where none had been privy to your wregula- 
rities ,.you had had no in in compariſon of 
what you. ( now ) ſtand juſtly. charged with : 
If you had been only rotten hearted, | that 
would not have been under the eye and cen- 
ſure of the World : Religion would have had 
no blemifſh , no loſs, no. contiderable loſs 
thereby : But wer have looked to your hands 
and feet. ( whillt God to your hearts) and find- 
. ing ſo many defilements on you , hereby the 
Name of God hath -been blaſphemed , God 
is ſpoken evil of , whilſt you have done evil 
before men, You knew the. world was - 
| - | ob- 


— — of their MiſchtMrates, 
. , ſervins world , greedy to elpy all the Er- 
rata's of your lives : you knew ſpors in Cam- 
brick - would ſooner be marked, than in 
iconrſe cloth : you knew how apt the world 
was to condemn all Saints for the miſcarria- 
toes ofa few pretenders to Chriſtianity : you 
knew how the world lay in wait, like the 
4rabian for his prey , waitins for fomewhar 


Fyou knew the tongues, that are ſet on fire of 


38 Fell, would belch ont their emaity upon 
IX the fGohrt of your fins : you knew how apr” 
FF chey were to be prejudiced asainft you , and 
IF ( asthe people in Eles dayes, from the miſe 
'F carriapes of them , that pretended to draw 
&# nearto God) would by your occafron ab- 


'to calumniare Chrift and his followers with : 


4k7 


'F horre the Offerings of the Lord. You ſhould , com. 
haye walked-with ſuch a good Conſcience , , 1. 
that, whereas the world wonld ſpeak againſt Pet.3. 
you 44 evil-doers, they might be aſhamed : But 16, 


| inſteed of rhis you have opened the month df , 5am. 


Blaſphemy : you have gratified the Devil ;,, 4 


| exceedingly : were he capable of joy ; you , 7';w, 


: winnowed by him , and to be led captive at his 
b will : The ſcandals of men repnted for holi- 
I | neſs have beer his greateſt Haryefts, his 
O greateſt advantages : He hopes by the falls 


have furthered it , 'by being contented tobe , ,5, 


s of Cedars to break down and cruſh the Shrubs 

- | and tender plants, that grow nigh. God a- 

e lone knows what miſchief you have done to 
d Religion already, and where the miſchief 
it | willend. TJeroboam made tſraclto fin , many 
n | years after his death, Whereas ye ſhould 
J= 


have 


433 Some Aggreuenttons \. 
have left a precious Name behind you, holy? 
exa& copies 0k Righteouſneſs for ſucceeding. 7 
Generations to write after , you,have laid the 
itumbling block of your iniquitie befcre the 
faces of: hundreds and. thoutands , to cauſe + * 
them to fall. Give over wondring that for ? 
theſe laſt ren years the Goſpel hath had a 3 
a miſcarrying Womb and dry Breaits, know, : 
you have, like the Serpent, che Dragon , ' 
itood as In the piace of bearing, you have 7 
hindred the Birch, or devoured the Child as 
ſoon as Born : you have been of the old ge- 
neration of Gods Curſe, you world: not to' 3 

Luke Heavenyour ſelves, and hindred others, that - 
11. 52, WOuld', if you had not laid your'offences in 
their way. Perhaps ſome of you may think 
torelieve your ſelves ,. that you know none 
are taken in theſe Gins and Traps : you will 
know ſhortly that he thac tempterh co evil 
commits an-hainous fin , though his tempta- 
rien proye not effe&ual. God: will not re- 
ward men altogether by rhe evezt of ſcan- 
dals, ; but by the tendency of Scandal in its 
own nature : Others not ſinning after your 
example-will not excuſe and leflen your 
faults, which were ſo 2pt to lead them intro 
Mah fin. Yo ( faith Chriſt ) ro him, by whom the 
* offence comes. Wo to them that rake offence; 
but greater wo to them, that g:ve ic. It God | 
threacned El; to take him up-by the roots, 
for not puniſhing Scandals in his Sons : be- 
I $47). cauſe his Sons made themſelves vile, and he re- 
3+13. Frained them not. Waat dreadfull judge- 
ments ate we expoicd' co, who are the 
| : offence- | 


I 8. I7. 
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boffence-givers? Wonder not if having. cau- 

ſed many tO turmble at the Law , that God 

= will make us contemptible and baſe before all 

* the people. T'c are departed out of the way : Mal. 2. 

E ye have cauſed many to» ſtumble at the Law,$ g, 

= ye have corrupted the Covenant of Levi, 

© ſaith. the Lord of Hoſts: therefore have 

E I alſa made you contemptible and” baſe be- 

| fore all the people. How oft have we:been 

> as wiſavoury Salt? and is 1t any. wonder 

* if we becaft out, and thrown to the Dungh;l[? Mat. 

 O that you would remember David, take 5+ 13+ 

IE bim ints your Cloſer with you, . he was ſcan- 

F calous inthe matter of #r54ab and Bath(heba : 

F. iris true , he repenced -in dult and aſhes , he 
abitorred himſelf , made his bed to ſwim, the 
{in-was pardoned, the guilt chereof removed, 
aſo'emn abſolution was:\fent him by a Pro- 
phet, and yet how did God follow him: with 
miſery;upon miſery 2. He might in the death 
of the Child, in the defilement of his Daugh- 
rer-,/:1n the murder of ' Ammon, and.in the 
treaſon of Abſoelon, inhis weeping and going 
barefoot ,.in his Concubines being, defiled , 
and his own Crown and: Life jeoparded , in 
all:theſe chings he might ſee-'the woful fruits 
of Scandal... #herefore haſt thou deFpiſed the 
Commandement of the Loyd , to-do evil in his Sam, 
{'ght? .:Thou haſt killed Uriah che Hittite with 2+9, 
the Sword , and haſt taken bis Wife to be thy 92 173 
Wife , and haſt lain him with the Sword of the [*> 33d 
Children of Ammon. Now therefore the*4: 

| Sword ſhall never depart from thine Houſe, &C. 

Behold, I will raiſe up evil againſt thee , ont 

0 


Pſ[al. 
FI. 8, 
Pal. 
38. S. 


Pal, 


Fl.I2, 


A at. 
I8, 6, 


Some Ay gra vations - 
of thine on Houſe , and 1 will take thy Wives 


% 


before *thine eyes, and-give them unto thy; 
Neighbour , aud be ſhall” lye with thy' wives , 7 
m1 the fight of the Sun. For thou draft it 'ſe- 3 
cretly : but I will do this thing before all Iſrael , | 
"And David ſaid" unto | 
Nathan, I have ſinued againſt the Lord. And 
Natinan ſaid uzto David', T he Lord WORE : 

owbett, ; 
bec auſe'by this deed thou haſt given occaſion to | 
the enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme, the Child * 
alſo that is born unto thee , ſhall ſurely dye. It 1 
D avid, repentins of his Scandals, be thus ' 
puniſhed, what will become' of you , who "WW 
have made Religion to be abhorred? and yet 
are inſealible , unbroken and unhumbled to 2 


and before the Sun. 


put away thy ſin , thou ſhalt not aye. 


this very day ? Well may- ( unrepented 'of ) 
Scandals lye in your bones many dayes hence , 
ſeeing David's did , yea he roared becauſe of 
his ſin : Well may you goe drooping'to/your 
graves; being bereft of all joy ,. and*com- 
fortable-looks from Heaven , whilſt 'repent- 
ing D avid loſt ſo long the joy of Gods ſalvation. 
What ſhall-Ifay? O-all ye, who: have® loſt 
your Virgin affections':to' Chriſt , 'who- have 
gone 4 whoring from your God ,' who 'are co- 


verous to a wonder, andiover run-with' cark- 


ing cares, and finful deſpontiencies, who 


breakout daily into ſcandalous paſſhons, who 


by divifions, envies,-: animofities, over- 
reachinge,' perjuries ,- and | hypocriſie , have 


made i Religion vile! Know from Chriſt's 


mouth\, it had'been better for you, that 4 
Ailſtone had been hang'd about your necks } 
| and 


He + oo. Fr 
% 6% 
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pd chat you had been.drowned. long, agoe 'in- 
he depth of che Sea.,..chan to live ſo: offen- 
nerdy mens & you have. done; des Tring. 
[cauſe hereby tbe Name of God ir-polluted. 1t7, ; 3 
bad been better you had never hyown the wayes 
pf God , than after Profeſſian'and: (Knowledge 1 Pex, 2. 
fo depart , and to be as Doggs and Swine, If 29, 21. 
you had never, profeſs'd Gods Name.z you 
had never polluted ic';” but God: will reckon 
with on about 1t.-- I am bold to fay,, thata 
Drunkard , Adulterer , Robber, &'c. doth 
not ſo. proyoke the Lord: to wrath ; :asa Pro- 
feſlour may , even by an impatient, diſcon- 
Wteaced word: and tor chis compare two Scrip-" 
F cures :.. In che former. chere is unbelief, and 


F quarcelling with God ( face to face, : as it 


F vere,) and yer God paſs'd: that-by;; ir being | 
F infecret, witha ſhort'check;, 7s [che* Lords Numb. 
hand waxed ſbort ?. But ii the other' place , **- 27> 
Becauſe ye believed not , &C. toiſaubtifie me *** with 
in the eyes of the:({hildrev. of (rag, 8c: there- Numb. 
fore ye ſhall aye inthe rp tute ah and'never 20- I. 
ſet foot onthe Land of Promiſe. : One ſcan- and 
dalous Profeſlour doth more hurry and more © © 
{tain Religion , -than'/hundreds of Drunkards ; 3%* 57+ 
and therefore their'Hell ſhall be che ſtandard 
to that, of all- other finners. Appoint: bin Atrocius | 
his portion with Hypocrites. . Thouſands in? yrs 
Hell will curſe the day , wherein they. ſaw ii Profeſ. 
| your looſeneſs on Earth ; for thereby they fione _ 
 haye blaſphemed Chriſt, as a Friend of Pub- car. 
licans and Sinners, and as if he countenanced Salviar. 
you ( ſecretly. ) in your Luſts, though (for at. 
ate and form ) he hath ſpoken- great things 24+ 5I- 
| , againſt 


as > on DOR: 
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Rom. 2. frequently have you made boaſts of God ,' and. 
233 24. 


Gal. 2. 
I 4. 


Hell, How deep ſhall their Hell be , who} 


_ 


99 App © - "I 
againſt ſach/ courſes un his Word. O iow! 


the Law ; but by breakng of ut, ye have cau=?) 
ſed his Name to be evil ſpoken of. Waen you * 
ſhould have been leading others to Hzaven',} 
you haye by your example lead them ro. 


are- plunged thither with: their own , arid} 
other-mens-ſins alſo > Though God ſhouJd; 
give you repentance and pardons ; ' yer hoy; 
oft will your Souls bleed to conſider , how! 
many you have compell'd by: your example; 
to, lin and blaſpheme , who are atQtualiy in} 
the chains of darkneſs , or -haſtnins thirher 
ina fullcareer 2 O that you would no: lon * 
cer be like the body of Amaſa, to cauſe 0-'! 
chers to ſtand {till ., or go back from the } 
wayes of Holyneſs ! O'thou ſcandalous Pro- 
feflour ! What-account muſt chou paſs with 
God fhorcly, before ( perhaps ) thou tha(t 
turned chine eye to the next page ? Will not 
the blovd-of multicudes , who periſh by thy | 
means, be required at thy hands? One {in' 
may become many millions of offences, as 
che Numbers. may. be that ſhall hear of ic. 
No wonder that men are emboldned to lin, 
that the Adulterer cares not for the Curtains 
of the Night , nor the Drunkard for the ſha- 
dows of the Evening , no wonder that the 
Swearer can ſpit the Name of God ſo impu- 
dently ont of his mouth : theſe have been in- 
couraged by thy revolts, backſlidings , care- 
leſs, and ſeldome duties, and violent earthly 
ſeekings, O ! if you would conſider , you 
| ; bore 


— FS = i. ec. co _ 
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bor Pra Ark FITS 3 8 vere entruſt gy 
of Aithihts-honouts, bur--you bave let ir fall,” 
I Caſt it in- che difee! © Ot -cremble at 'whar” 
Fihe.Gou of  Hoaveti-ha#th made a'Ratiding - 
E decree tpen this ocealion , them that honoftr 5 Sami; 
me; w » and they rhat A8d/p prſe mea. 30s 
ſhall be hightly eftyrmed.” And chough ſome.” 
what comforts me”, that 'God-will* wipe off 
| whatſoever can be ealt/on- him';' yet know w | 
your fortaw; you ſhall:not ſo eaſt tly diſcharge - 
your ſelves 'of che Plagues, thar are ner, bt; "+5 'Y 
bepowred' ont upon y0u1' God: \expsRed! =: 
Ghar you ſhould tiave been K; mgs aull: Pxieffs 
'to bim : you ſhould have been burning _ Rev: 1s 
| ſhining {:ghrs 3 you ſho1ld have been lines 
[a winch have their” STgnes on both TFo J. 
/ ou were off ould F+ 
At have had the NUNES SPEND Yue 
meet and 0h acks 
We 2 2 ow: We deg, Og You, Oy NERO 
mytielhave known" Kio for 
jb rod Woe hou dythe tarp cogitſakce 
of Heaven upon yo! : Bat you have rather 
beep like thoſe Piltures, cat if you laok on 
e fide,” you. tay ſee' an Angels fare but 
On: the ochei the e:lt, ''O ny Soul how 
canit thon wrire 6f thefe ; ipeak or think on 
- | them withoit wee) ping? O Reader {rerrear, 
ie | rerrearquickly to thy "Chamber - and fpetid 
u-, | ſortie conſiderable. time to refle& on thy 
n- | ſcandalous Words arid Afions , ard how 


&- 567 ons Name of God hath tliereby beeri 
ly | Blaſphemed, anf' ttiduſands endangeted to 
oul Raid falle! thy occaſion.” How 
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” 


fal).on. Gad -and Religion , 


'* With: the: Name of God. is wounded, and. | 

" whereby. mutitudes are indanger of periſh» 
ins : 4eay ang. the. poor reall Chriſtians -are | 
exenaſhamed tolookup,.and to fhew. their * 
faces, and.profeſſion. to:the warld.z becauſe -* 
Jade v. there have been.fuch Spote"in their, Gommus 
I2s nion:+ ſugh unglean, ſcabbed,; and unſayoury. | 
have walked among; them, -, - - "+, 


Sheep, that 


& - » Vers ' 
p\ - % : 
$ * > # S + * 4 47 Þ» AT - ” % \ 
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Their ſing againf, Kohpledge , and im- 
 penitently, nomithſtanding all meaus to 


. - . 


bring them to Repentance for there Sins, 


again 310: Y. Oar Sim: are' net further accented. by 
much I” being commuted. n0t-on againſt ſuch 
light, May of Knowledge » SUE agar #77: Rnow- 


ledge got, thereby. , You, have. had the moſt 


powerfull Minifiry under the. whole. Hea- 
vens: And believe it irs , if you, had. not. 


beard him that /pake from Heaven to you, If 


Chrift had not come, you had had no; bn. (com- 

Joh, 15 * paratively.) Bat now, you, have no. Cloak: for 
Se your fin. You uave pc againſt mcg Hats 
than the reſt of the World, You know that 

7 co? 


any x thatſhuuld uaye, been as Shze/ds.to . 
ward off thoſe þlowspf reproach, that would 4 
-haye proved . | 
Swaerdg.in-che hands of the wicked , ,where- - 


AID TIO 64. 
F of their Miſeaarriges. 
t6vetouſr.els isa {in , and Lat for the rmiqu- 7 A 
by thereof God bath been, wrath ; and yet you js 57+ 
1(714 great things for your ſelves flill: you f by 

" know that - LO i { of 7 .Tſa. 45 + 
& KNOW, TNat yOu. gre TO Feakevil of 0, mans, Te. 
Wand yer you beſpaccer every man, almolt , ro go > 
ſet off your ſelves by Raining and blotting of * #** 3*©'* 
others reputations : you know God abhors 
them", that, for a day ouly, harg down their 1ſ4- 53, 
heads , like Wl-ruſhes ; and yer this hath 5" 
been_your manner from the. beginning of Lok. 1l%s 
* "7.4 | : 4 

yout rotefſion : pou know your Maſters will, 47- 
you know you ſhould not make mirth when the Fxth- 
Lord i angry; and .yct you dare , ever, then 21+ 19- 


. 8 
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'be Yain and frothy : you know the Lord is 
| Inuch grieved at the backſtidings of his peo- 
ple; arid yer you have lolt you antient faith, 


And very 
impente 
rently, 


If olir Gns ., and. to reclaim you from your 


"#0 COAT ITT) ” EH DTS | l 
x- | _ iniſcarriages ; Sometimes God hath gone.up 


be ord, F envine 1; Fire, and Peſtilence,,' and 
| hi ve refufed to hear from thence : 
Eez2 he 


436 Some Aggrauations.. 
he hath lea>t uP TO 11 ount G eraAzim 4 and al: 
lured you- by all kind of bleffings 5; arid ye 
you have carried your felves Rourly \and im 

| . pudencly towards all the offers and renders of 
Fer, 3. grace for your recovery. God would have 
427. hraled you : he hach ſaid, wile thou not from 
this time cry unto me, my Father , thoy 
rhe 0£u:4t of my youth turn thou unto me 3. 'yet 
you retarn-d nor. You have had many of the 
Lords fairhful Ambaſſadours , who have laid 
fiege at yon hearts, to engage them to the 
Lord, and to take you off from your Gnfall 
wayes ; bur alas! all the glad tidings ol 
mercy have not afte&ed you, have not won 
you :*all rhe Ordinances of Jehovah have 
tound little place in you , have left no im: 
 ) preHion upon your Souls : Tox have juſtified 
= & r. Judah bt Sawjris 2x all they Rubbed Pa F*- 
Hoſe. 4+ rebeliton againſt the Lori, How righteous 1s: 
17. ic with the Lord to call upon the Miniſters , 
Let them alone , threaten them 'no moe, 
Rev.22. Promiſe them no more. Let bim that i fil- 
i thy be filiby ſtill : you have broken through 
Armies of Ordinances to commit ſin ; there- | 
fore Goſpel and Goſpel- Miniſters let thetn 
alone : judgements overtake. them , my 
plagues,my curſes ſeize upon them, Let them 
ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that mithout xeme- 
Prov. dy, becauſe they have hardned their necks ,| 
29. 1. though often reproved. God hath waited], 
' more than three and three years on you , Ex- 
petting fruit ; bur he. ſees little ſave the 
Cluers of Sodom upon you : he hath born] ©; 
with you fo long ,' be- bath brld bs rouge 
x 6. 3 vw 4 


| CI LI DASES. >. 
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bd [aid nothing (lo long ) that you have P/al.5 a. 
kwickedly ) thought God tv be ſuch. an one 412 1, 
Sow 3 So thac Goa mult needs ve a ſwift wit » 
nels again(t you for the vindicating of his 
great and LPR Name , unleis you a 
ly Xepenc , anc eek the Lord 4 ' perha 5 DE 

wa ; #4 onnd. 5 liow longs : Tn Zeph.2. 
warded you every where to repeat ; no: only by ** 
his threats ,, but by his judgements, wiica 
have beaun at the Flonie of God :. What 
lowd Calls have we had ? 7 urn to the Lovd Foel.2. 
ch weeping , Let your laughter bt turned wito x1, 
eeping. Humble your ſelves under the mgh- 1 Pex. F. 
ty band of God; and yet bow (tupid , how 6, 
inſenſible , how impenicent have you re- 
mnained to this yery. dav , chough you have 
Efelr the Arrows of the: Lord - flying amoneg(t 
 J*you ; yeathough you have been told, Ifyou 7,, 18. 

repent , it ſhall repent the Lord of the evil beg 
kad thought, either to continue upon you , 
7? | or to bring down on you : yet alas! where 
5 are the ſtirrings of your affections , the 
> | foundings of your bowell:, the meitings and 
relentings of your repenting hearts ? O what 
marble breaſts , and hearts of Adamant have 
Ny | you? 
How few are there mourning for all the gon. 
wrongs they have done to the Majeſty of God? ceqd in 
ky 4 for all the abuſes offered to the prace of God? rheis. be- 
EC] Perhaps the fear of Hell (and ſo indeed ſeif- ing _in- p 
©X*] fore ) hath humbled ſome 4hahs , and made —_—_ 
them crouch , becauſe chey would not be gy, 
| miſerable : Bur how few are humbled for - 
2) their abuſe ofthe love and grace of God by 
| Ee 3 their 
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their great offences * *Whar che” Lord _cams 
plains of by the Propher Ezekiel, of ie bonſy 
of Iſrael, that they would not hearken to th 
Meſſengers be ſent them ;| but were impudent 9 
and hard hearted , nay be again renewed a-4 
gainit Exglard, and all frs dominions': 'the' 
heart of ſtone is not yet taken away , Where! 
i5 the man, almoſt , that can ſay , God baths 
Job 23. made my heart {aft 4 Though you baye*born) 
16, arms asain(t God ; chongh' you have "nned; 

acainit the Lord with an high hand ; thqonghy 


Ezeh, 
A 


\vpo- (el.reyal you may find choſe yery Bhs 
amongſt you, which brought Fire and Brim 


Pſal.4 2.109% on Sodom and Gomorrah . and defolation 
| on [/rael ; yer alas! when were tears thy 
3*' drink? When dullt thou make thy Bed to 

ſwim ? Is thy beanty gone away for crouble ? 


Doit tizou abhor thy felf in duſt and aſhes te. i p” 


Xnow fore the Lord ? Perhaps i» Rama there's: a | 
(Reader) vorce heard , Lamentation , ang Weeping, and 
that the ' great mourning : Rachel weeping for ber chil- 
Authors dren , that dye by the Sword, or Peſtilence, 
Pen had or are burnt in their beds : Perhaps ii Eondos, 
»»oceeq-, and throughout the Land), there' are ſome 
-4 thus tears ſhed for the (oals of fire that Gd hath 
far, be- ſcattered ( the Jalt week ) over that fapious 
fore he and antient City ; But how few are mourging 
heard of for their” pride, worldlineſs , contempt'of the 
the late Miniſters , and Apoſtafies', for which God 
ditadful ſeems to be contending, not only*by the 
Bxrniay Sword, and the Pettifence ; but by, Fir8 
& L0Ds) 2 Eo 

con : the following lines ſhew thee what zmpreſſions ut 


= 


. $27 of 2% FM. C5 - I] : 83> 4 
z:4de on his thonv bits , and iboatd on thy Saul.” 
T8 Cf 7 4 $f TY k w.. 2 he ; 


i 
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F of ther Adoſcerriages. 
"with us? where are the Doves of the V alleys > 
| all of thens mourning 3 every .0ne for his 14quit J d 
IA Z bargoh may-lo tar repenc , as toſay,\7 ake. 
" @x47 the Plagne ; bur tew cry out ,, .J'akg.4> 
L Way,,a9uquity : Few deceit their tinsg. fem \ _-- 
loath chem, few are ſo burthenec wich,themys © 


? as that they deſire heartily ro have thempaken ff 


«nay... Pollibly Sin in ics effeRts, 4 wits. fad 
4 conſequences ( as 1t confines mento ihe. Peſt» rag : 


” houle,, as ic endangereth health and lijey as 
' it.is the founder of-graves and: hells , as it 
* burns up. your houſes and goods )-is ſomeway ” 
* burtheniſom , bur few are troubled with ic; , ' 
| as.it rieyes , refifteth , and quencheth the, 
| Spixzt of God, as it-is a. piece. of the highet "_ 
| Ingratitude, and ax it kicks againſt the breaſts 7;'* 
| '3 | F " Hof. n 44 
of mercy : Andtherefore no wondes if Few _:* Ft 
* arrtobe found mourniug for other. pns ſinnes. *- «: 
Though Je/ws Chre/#- Ne rae AfreſM; Of othes 
and, put to. open. ſhame : though the bleffed Sps.. mens tins, 
p 7:1: Of our Cod be always wexed and. re/ifted ; | 
chough there be ſo much Acheiſm, Epicu» 


A riſm', .contempt of God , and his, Ambaſla. 
'| dours andGoſpel, Blaſphemy, Violence, 


1þ | Falſhood, ,, Pride, , - Adultery., Sodomy: . | 

though there be ſetting up the pots; of; mien , | 
by with an apparent contempt of Gods holy in4 
A. Gitutions-: though all-the ſins 5 for. which 


3F| God caf owe the Heathev , and caff off his -1f+ 
he racl be found amongſt us., and cheſe\ highly 


| aggrayated, and innumerable circumſtances; 
yet ſhow. lictle are we concerned therein? 


| Howſeldomdo we expreſs our inward for- 
" .'] rowaby:Tears and Faſts2 David: bebe/4 rhe 
rith 10 | Ee 4 | T ran/- 


_— "Some Apqrbuntions* "a 

| T ranſyreſſours, and wat brieved; beclufs they 

LR = ward : ores ſoRed 6s 7 D, 

becauſe they made void Gods 'Law': Yea" RIP 

vers of water yan down bi eyes ? becauſe meu 1 

Pfal, &ep!t not Gods Law : Bbc where is the ſorrows 2, 

mg after' a Godly ſort > Where are the weep- F 

58, ing Jeremiab's 5 Nahom'” , Aidhopesr*'-or | 

v.53, Whoſe'Soul , like Lots, 35 wexed (pierced ) | 

136. with the nricloan cont er ſatiowef the wicked'F It; 

1 Per,2, Ever God did call us to (weeping and" te | 

mourning, ' this is the day'; bur ZehoHl Joy I 

and gladneſs, flaying Oxen, killivg fhery, | 

2.” eating fleſh, and F4% The wire 5 Let us" eat | 

'. - .and Job '3 for to morrow we ſhall die, And 

Sn it was revealed in mive ears, ſanh the: Loyd of | 

EL Hoſts ; Surely this iniquity ſpall not de purged | 
Ifa. 22, from youtill you die , ſaith the Lird God of 

12,13, Hoſts. When Ejah faw' how iniquity a- 

144: *.-> bonnded,, 'how the* worſhip of God was 

<' , crufhed,, how things went amonza the" great 

ones of choſe wicked" times, how Tdolaters 

were-ceuntenanced, the! faithful} propliers 

dirſt not ſhew their-faces,- he'is ſo burthen- 

ed a became' of this , that heknows'not 

- . ROW tO live: Jt w'erongh, take away wy lifes 

Tow He Is weary of the _ z weary i fo $i 

h Land; 'thotgh the bet under the cope- of 

Heaven':! yea he thinks/it' a good time'to re- 

move:; that his eyesanay fee no more of thefe 

deteſtkablr things , and'that his Soxt may be no 

Jonger prich'd with theſe ſcratching *Briaxs » 

But-the1earcher of Hearts knows how 'litrle 

weave been affeQed with all the ſhrpwrarks 

faith and. confeiench, that our eyes hayE "_ 


bor. Noe our "fs; :1aV overs Ras of 
| © how feldome we have" thace 'ort bow+ 
Bcbimne , how inſenſible we have: been'ot 
Fehe uo godlineſs ard unrighicouſneſs, vw 
ire and our people are wo of. 0! 1s 
we have ror been Di bags -throu Gods 
ſe by : : we have nor ſympathifed with a Chief 
ed every day; Butlike Gato, we have 
fr yy theſe things to heart © And yer'we 
have till (-impucently enough ) laid claim . 
ny Chriſt 'and -che priviſedges" df the” New 
TRament, Purchaſed by his bloud ; Thorgh 
we never followed Chrift ro'the Croſs werepmg 5 
| though we have hardly ſhed one tear for all 
the contempr-and abuſe of him, which is 
| Epidemical | z Which abounds from Dan ro 
| Brerſheba', \from one part of the Nation to a. |, 
= nother, We' pretend we<haye greatſor- 
PT rows., though chey | are "nor "exprefſed: by 
tears; in afenfitive manner: we think ts re- 
heve our ſelves with the dryneſs of our con- 
Ritution ; and yer we have tears more than a 
good many z r0 expreſs our forrows by; if a 
Relation-drops'into the Earth, -we can follow 
the Herſe' wringing our bands and. beati! 
our breaſts; if an Eſtate ' (which we have 
ot by carking cares \ by negleR of 'dvties, 
rt-duties;, and family-duries ) be in ene 
day conſumed, and diffoived''by a flame into 
afhes , we'then can expreſs ovr ſorrows' 
weepins-and lam entation-;' witneſs fome' of 
your howlings, y ourcries ar the late Deſola- 
tion'by Fire $ 'But commune with your own 
beares 2 y Whether you were ever mace —_ 
le, 


"3. 39RD ER Rd by 


wy Wc 


Sane AAA He 
Gble, ever lo affecica and ſunk, with the cons 
Gderation of the,honour , thar Ggd bach lol 
Þby.you » and þy thoufands life your. (elyes; 
Was God.ever more. aftronted by, a, proteſ-A 
Geg;people, than by us ? Was ever, Chritt ſa 
erat naughtz;as of Jate times? Was. be eve | 

ors deſpiſed.in; his Perſon, Offices, and. In 
Rirncionss by the Rhabſheke's of ,the Earth ,3 
than he hath been lately by them, 'who' nave 3 
had a form of godlinelſs ? and yer our bears: 


A ech.7. arehard as.an Adamant. Ol what grounds! 


have you-to quelhon all your ,mourning for } 
your, own tins 4; hilt you mourn. not. for | 
the fins of others 2, Did you mourn for (in, } 
& jt. isagaink God 2,;You would. mourn for | 
cher [mens fins, z-, fox they are againlt the | 
Lord alſo ;- Youwould be like Ezra, be rent | 


my” hu garments, pad:d aff. the hairof his beard s © ; 


ſateidown aftant] hed far the ſinful mArria 045.0 f F 


the people : Byt -we are inſenfibleg . though 
God be much more, difhonoured hy. the A+ 
dukterers and Adultereſſes5, by the. Blaſphe- 
mers and Atheiſts 3; by the. Worldlings and 
Apoſtaces » who- ſwarm . in the mid{t,of us. 
How can. we perſyade our, ſelves that the 
Jove of God is ar gbroall in our bearts, whillt 
he is, fp much xefieted on;and yer we,no way 
«( fuigably Pp affeated therewith 2; It a Child. 
Kg Father, if an-bjagband, if a Friend, be in+ 
gnred , chou art much affected with the in- 
: Þury-4 but .not:ſo with all che.afronts that the 
. Sons of Be/:a/ put upon the bleſſed; God eve- 
;Fy Jay. - How:can-we. imaging in che lealt 
that we, have any: true; love tothe Souls of 
R101: | our 
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our Neighbe 
lifting up tlie heel again cheir Maker 

Fwounding and'de{troying tlieir Souls by their 
fins; 'and yer we" not lagi ; if not weep in 


} yourſelves, your eftares, liberties, lives, &c. 
> whilſt "God' is ptovoked' to, rune you. an 
$ them for their great provocacions ? Yo 


FN. 
WK, 
ap 

<X 


Pof their Miſearriages- 


[ejghbours y Willi ue vehold theny 


ſecrer for the'deſperare hazards they are ryn- 
ning # Nay , how can you. imagine you loye OS 


"2 


; / 


_ - 3 a * 


> v 


Eriow one Acbap, brought a Plague upon the Joſh. 7+ 


- Whole body of 7ſrae! ; and. yet his fin way 
ſecret; "Bur”we have” Street-Drunkards , 
Streer-Swearers , Street- Adulterers and A- 


dultereſſes, * Streer-Scoffers at Piercy and the 
Worſhip of God': Andare ye not in danger 


to parcake of.che' Plagues that, theſe. ſ1ns are 


cryins for ? And what yet are your hearts as 
mſenlible, as Rocks ?. The Lord be mercifull .: 
ro you, and take out the heart of tune, .:-- » 
How can you be free from being guilty of all | 
the known fins of the. land, whilſt you do 

not mourn for them before the L.rd? 

Nay , to ſhew yet the greacneſs of your yea, of 
ftubbornneſs , you are i7ſe»pble not only. oj the to- 
your own, and other mens, {ns ;. but of. the _ -. 
tokens of Gods diſpleaſure'againſt thoſe ſumnes. $1.05 
God hath emptied us from Veſlel to Veſlel ; Cankelh 
followed us with the Sword and Peſtulence., Sin, 
and wondeftuly ſo lately by dreadfull flames : Iſs, «AÞ 
God hath ſpoyled;us of our glory-, ana hum- 45. 2; 
bled us as low as dxſt and aſhes : 1t 15 @ time of Joel2, 
treading. dowv ; and therefore we ſhould weep 2s 
bitterly : its 4 day of : darkreſs and of gloam- 


» 


70/1, 8 day, of: lapdra' 49d of Vick, darken 
7,4 day of 1s 


a F. Je ME VER WIL 3\ 17, oat TD 
E We have had ſuch a lag ae, as never the Hike : | 

® fuch a Fire hach been kindled » as vever the! 
Ike amongſt us : the Proteſtant Nations are * 


\- 


very low, and the Anichritias very. bold © 


45 and confident ; yet. we can hardly bang our. : 
© Eph, 4. «ps wponthe Willows ; but as if our hearts. 
: 19 were paſt feeling , we are inſenſeble both of - 
by ark 1wrath, O 1! I hear ſome cry out of ' 
ls | ard tizees ; but chere is much mere reaſon: -? 
bo . © *octy Out of þayd hearts, Weare too much 
: i like Grdeons dry fleece , and like. the Moun- 
b;. rains of Gilboa, or rather like Fonah fait * 
by ſteep ; though che- Winds blow , the Seas * 


roar, ahd make a noyſe , ,and. we are ready 
to be'daſh'd every hour againſt the Roc:s. I. . 

confeſs 1frae! was an hard hearted people;. 

. buryer they mourned ,. they: cryed with a 

P[4. voyce ,. they wept when they remembred Zion : 

837-1. So have not we : Tae Rod of old was the on- 

ly engine, by which, Moſes was to work all 

b his miracles, on the Rack, on the e/Zgypii- 

is #5 , on the more obdurate T[racl: But the 

| Rock , Pharaoh, and 7 [rael, were ſooner ſen» 

' fible of the Rod, than we have been. How 

do we evacuate and reproach, frufrate and 

defame all Gods Methods? and pronounce 

to all'the world ; thar God hath miſcarried 

' . inihis deſignupon 115 >? God hath not yer heard 

Fer.31: Eptiraim bemoaving him/elf.. It is. true God 

rs, bath chaftiſed xs ? But we live not been as 

- + _. ſenfibleasthe Buſlsch , nor fo ſoon tamed : 

-- we have not' been mended. under the Rod , 

nor edified by ' the” "dolefwull Leftwres » thac 

: Gudhath read us, © Thorefore thu ſaith hug 

os Lor 


£ 


- 
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” well, and let the bones be burn: 
» empty #pon the coals, thereaf , that the braſe.of 33» 13» 
 8t may be hot, and may. burn , \and' that-the 
| filrhineſs of it may . be oulten'\ in 34 , that (# 


»* 


# not forth out of. ber : 


fices , 
| ged , She d' 
I 


' ſcum of it may be tonſumed. She bath. means» 
| 2d ber ſelf with ler ,. and ber- great __ -- 
F | | her. {cums ſhall be in che © 
fire, | Tu hy filthineſs is demaneſs , breanſe il © 
3 have -v(-j thee » avd thou maſt not r6r 6d\., 
' thou ſhalt not he. purged from thy. filthine(s any 


| * » x 
of their miſcarrigges. 


Lord Ged,, Woe to the bloody, City ,, I: with: 61 
ven wake the pile for fire. great. ..\ Fleap, on Exek:. 


6d 


word; ks 


. 


PF . 


| more » till T have cauſed any fury to. raft, upon 
thee, | Jeruſalem ſhall be, burnt ,, and why? 


In thy filchineſs 4 lendneſs.,. thou: art .obſti- 
nate, hardned in. wickedneſs : Oh#inacy in 


Sin is worſe than the Sin yit ſelf... ', Teruſalem © - 


had P rope ts , Ordinances ,- Sabbaths. , Sacth- 
Merczes, Tudgements , by which, God 

would have purged her 3 but ſhe WaS'wot ptr g= 
.$t , not humble herſelf for. her 

ns , the ſcum went not.: off... Therefare thus 
ſaith the Lord God, Wee: $0 the bliody City;, 


70 the pot , whoſe ſcum, therejn,, \and whoſs E=eke 
ſeum 14 not gone out of it z\ bring. 1t-,09t-pieqs 24+ 6+ 


prece., let no lot fall 07 3... T bou haſt Bru ; 


chem, but they have mt grieved , "how haſt 7,4 5 x. 


conſumed them ; but they bave refuſed: to r6- 
cexve correfluun, they have made their faces 
harder. than a rock, they have refuſed to; 1e- 


FMYN. This is A 


re; on. , How many years hath the ward. of 


ndlecbe fire, conſume the fleſhyand;pieze 24+9» _ 
Then, ſet 64 > I 


| a Nation , that obejeth-nyt-, the Fer.7, 
Voice of the Lord their God, yor _ ah Cop- Jo 7 


"1 


446 -Sb4 Adv South 
SE the bord come to yor', chat you ſhould COrtalms © 

J muy-4 £/& your ſelves tothe Lord, and take-amay the 
 ***  Fore-chtn of your beavts,, ye men of Tiidah, and | 


e'*' Trbabjtancs of Jerhſdfem \, left wy fury come | 


«© Perth liks Fire: and burk , That "none can 
web'ce 3 becauſe vf the evil of your doings Y © 

"And ttath tot't +: Lov cat off in his fierce an- 

-ger the pr of "1 ſrae]," and burned” ag ainſt. ts | 

Law. 2. Wits efiming fre which dtovtreth Todnd a | 
3> 4+ "Dout ? *H 0'bathYoared out bis fury "es Fire, 1 
\Andyet'how few brhold the d:ſolationt that he | 

-hath »#%udr'> How thahy look 'on this Judge- * 

ment x3 chayct;;) But conſider not the hand * 

of the Lord ctratis gone out againit us? Do !? 

not ſome ay im the pride and floutneſs of their | 
Tfa. 9. hearts ,' the Bricks 'are fall'n down, but we © 
IO, will bald with hewn tones - the Sycamores are 
Iſa. 26.cut town, but we will change them inth Cedar? 
9. Wien - judgement: is -executed', and Gods 
hand is Iifred up, men ſhould fear ;* #1d:learn 
riemconſneſs 5 But if you will. tf go on in 
wickedneſs, God will reckon with, Fo for 


deſpiſing him, anit his judgements; 'T doubt 
 .. 08 bit thouſatidg arid ten chovufatits are ſeh- | 
4: - Tenfibkeof poverty coming in - them and 
-v -+- "Thelrs3*a3 art armed man , irrifiifably +' But T 
fear we are t00 inſefifibfe that tht Bret 
2 17 Coneroverſie With ts How Gqit' was he 
* PethilentintJudpement forgot? "Wefe not 
«xn w9vile'Drunikerds, Senfiallitd; $abbarh: 
____ -breakers), 'Opprefirs'; ant Uncltzn Gnce 
@.- "the dreadful Plagye , a5 before? and others 
* we oraidantd tmal fince tae Plapjie ; as be- 
Foe" Thu A017 hor fo techatfably from 
9..3 Heaven, 


* 
Ce*t7 
F 


Fu 
- 


MR A; 
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»k Heaven ,, v 35 100n. Torg0:s ; Nd now. "that. ; 

he aft of ie -Lord Þb th, been . upon the . J 

EXy (90 herein upoR, fl, whole Land ) 

lin e tes ho "of Fire Tam aſraid, tar 3 
this D NOHrIchs will be forRore _ 

eo not 1m erg as It < *: phe." rd be ; 


FI TOS .. * = 


and many Rim have Tied, that the 57 8 29." 
bath jerk. 4 ſora of 4 deep [| p fleep.: >TO., 
and that ah emenc bn, Fog 518 | 
cended on ys.; Like men Jn. a. deep feb!" , | 
we are fot ible fo wich-ſtand the Tudge- +, | 
g FRE s af 5 ke fuch x , WE have. b&en BE. | 
Henlible wt, back W S's ' of why v - EL ide 
Fare wounded RE not conlidered, 1 | 
rh [de geing aule, ( - Cireteſinels,” 
emperan SORES 0) whar Way.r 
plea otr 5:3 and EXTricare, our ſelves” 
E Edo OUCr Mileries ; p Like rh Rult7 un 'a nets & <T. 
that.can hamper and encangle If more ng a 
more ; - buttakes no..cour! E ©o- wind its Fi 
out, of its: m ery. Who earcherh. for' th SIE 
Achav ; that, hath. troubled ver F (rad? wie 1 
ſlits down, 2.2 juſtifierh, Go af to. CON-, yk 
demneth : him( elt for Prig (0 or- contempt 
of the , Goſpe flo for Lay, £ tor, Tifehels 4 
ne: 


PF 2 
Ip, 64 ds ata b.5. "NE 
"> . TI” 
ba 


for Covetoul is » an aning Go 

Sabbaths.? The Lord ea Euss; 5, "For The ee Het _ 
lows are burnt % the Lead ; 2s Con "— 3. ts Lo O eQ1 
the F. ounder melicth i Iu vanes . ,Or "ok 

It ill from t he..men of. Judas af when they. 


' | werenotturneq by the ſignes he.gave © 
| by Ezkp, Yoke he' was, to, ith 6 9. Ez "y _ 


and- FNC de: wn. TT; - | 
| again” W# 3 7 Een he We ff f0 4 red wk Er Sy | | 
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Ezek. 


Ti. 3, 


23, 


Ezek. 


I2. I9, chal be laid waſte. Therefore * thus aith the 


20, 


þ ; .6 \7- and they Shell £oe ont from one fire , ard another 


Ezek, 


21.5, breaking of his loynes., and with bitterneſt ; 
yea, be muſt try and howl, and [mite-upon bis 


2. 


 thems into the midſt of the fire : When by theſe 


* Tobahizavt of Jeruſalem , 45d of che Laud of W% 
: Iſrael 3 They {hal cat their Bread with Care-" | 


fire 1hall devour them. Sch rufnes were to 


left fde 392. dajes : Wien he was to drab 
Water by meaſure , andto bake his Cakes withs 
the ding of mai; Wien he Was to rake a RaH 
ſor., ard (ſhave his head ani beard, and ro? 
burn a third part with fire, and to [mite 4 third\% 
part with a knife, and athird part to ſcatte* 
3n the wind; and t0*bind up a few bairs in bis; 
thirts ,. ah to take of them again, and to caſt % 


and ſuch like ſigries, they were not awake= 3 
ned * out of their ſecuricy, When they re-7 
formed hot , when chey feared not, the wrath-® 
and judgement of God ; but. ſaid, Ur is nor 7 
near, Let us build houſes: Then the glory of © 
the Lord went-up from the midſt of the City , * 
aid ſtood upon the Mountain , which is '0n the” 
Ef ble of the Cj, And when the ger de Bi 
parted, then', Thus ſaith the Lord, of the * 


fubueſs, and drink their Witter with aftinith- 
mient ,, &c. And the Cities that are inhabited 
Lord God ,' As the V ine-tree attvong. the Treet 
of the Forreſt,whith I bave grven to the. fire for | 
flel, ſo wil T give the Inhabitants of Jerula- 


2 * 


artend chem, tha. Z zekie! (though the Meſ- 
ſenger of theta") ' yer muff gh, with the 


God 
were 


thigh. You may ealily imagine, i 


therr. Miſcarriages. 
7 angry with: Judeh. for their inſenſi> 
aleneſs of his wrdtu, when it hung in. the 
loud Of rhreatiings and Types : How much. 
More will he be provoked tofary, if welay 
Wmoc td heart. choſe fearfull Ggns and. tokens 

fe: ( f his wrath _ nuOW LLAc the-cloud is diſlolved. 

Fpnco the Peftilerce , Sword: 'and Fire? O1(,. 16; 
2 T'1at my, bowells may ſound like an Harp for x 1, 

JS ngland ! .O that my head were Waters and ; 

mnitie eyes 4 fonntain of tears , that [ might Fer. 9% 
wee) day and mpnt! O that for the mounta'ns, 7, 11. 
EY conld take up 4 weeping and wailing;. becauſe 

they are burut up; becauſe Jeruſalemis made 
heaps; bepaulc Gods fury went out like Fare , - 
and barned that one could quench..ic ; becauſe 

- of the evil of their dow-gs! O ye Sons of men, 


& 
£ £ 
6 p) 
iP 
SS 


> wrice 174 the name of the day, even of the ſame Jer. 2Is 


vo 


day, the God of Heaven ſet himſelf againſt 120 


7 


- v3 


3 Jernſalem this ſame day, How ofc did we E7Zek. 
profane chat day by gſuttony, ex. efive feaſt» 24+ 2+ 
1n3s, goihpings within dores, by uvnnece{- 

ſary waiks and ſports, without dores? How -, 


did we cry, whbes will the Sabbath be gone , Amos RW 


i that, we may artend our callings? Shall not 5, S, gs 
the Land trembl: for tn1? and tvery one mourn, 
: '| that dwelleth therein ? Your Sun is pone down 


at Noon-deay: God hath turned your Feaſts 
uto mourning , and all your Songs into La- 
mentations How dare you now, make mirth? 
'Wuaar, Now drink Wine in Bowls? The 
| Lord cake away the heart of ftenet', aud give us 
hearts of fleſlp6, The Lord powr our a Fpirit of 
mourning upon all the Land, that. we may lay 
to heart the wonderfull "—_ of Gods ſore 

es F diſs 


A 
of 

4 

e 

. 
i 
a 
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450 Some Ag av ares "N 
difpleaſure. #0 to them that are at eaſe, un 
are ot grieved for the afftittion 'of Jolepli 

A mos 6. Shull'not the Iſtes ſhakeat the ſound of thy al / 
I.6, Shall 'not the Princes of the Sta come down 
from'their T hrones., and lay away their Robes 

and put off thetr broidered garments , and cloth 

E 26k." themſulves with trembling , and ſit upon ith 
36, 1.5", groupd , and be aftoniſhed at thee? and take 
16,17 , ups lamentation for thee, anil (ay, how ar 
IS, +.) thaw deſtroyed? thou that waſt inhabited by 
Seafairmy men, the renowned City. which wa, 
Brong'in: the Suva, She and ber Inhabitants, 

Nowlet the Iſles tremble in the day of thy fall 

P ſal. 46, Come behold the works of the Lord , what 'de=y 
8. ſolations he hath made in the earth. ' Deſola-7 
__ tions by the Sword , Deſolations by the Pe» 

ence : and deſolations by Fire. Some 

'- ſmart Char others may Fear. Now all theſe 

' things happen' for examples, and they are writ 

ten for our admonition', upon whom the ends of | 

I Cor, + the World are come. God means not only to 
TO. II. 'puniſh , 'but to teach, andnot only the pre- 
 ſenrgeneration , but all generations to the 
end of the World 2 {O the much precious 
blood that the Sword hath deyoured 1 How 

many thouſands hath the Peſtilence ſwept a- 

way ? And now one of the moſt flouriſhing 
-Cities of the 'Chriſtian World , famous for 
The Goſpel , -famous for frequence of Traf- 
tick , in a few-dayslyes buried in Aſhes , -or 
Rabbiſh. If we have any bowells of pity , | 
let ns weep with them that weep , let us com- 
miſerate the grievous ſufferings of multitudes 
of Men : Women , and Children, Ir is 
5 p Cer= 


EPE = 
- £ F 
\*% 


aw; 
4 
* 


of ther Miſtarriages. © 45% 
CcErtatnly now, 4 rime ro weep ,, And not to "FR 
dawgh. And muit our Jeremiah's complain Eccleſ. 

Fof England. Tiistis a Nation that obeygth 3 + 

- not the voice of the Lord thety God, nor recei- Jer. 7. 

' weth corref;on ? If ſome amongſt us are ſenſi- *2* 

| ble of che heat of the Fire, and other plagues, 
yer we mourn not, we do not habitually 
$ mourn for thoſe fs and provocations , which 
# have moved God to do this work, this ſtrange 
- work, upon us and againſt us : Poſſibly ſome 
cry and howl for the Goods and Houſes, that 
are conſumed by Fire , and forcheir Friends 
& whom the Sword ahd Pettilence bave devou- 
& red : But how few are mourning in ſecret 
L for their contempt of Chrift and his Goſpel , + * 
& for controlling and checking the. Spirit. of 

{ God, for their ſpendins away ſo mrchrtime 
and tirengch to get a little money , and neg- 
Fe letting io g:ve all diligence to make their cal- 
'_ ling andelection ſure? you have mourned for 
your {6lver-ſhrines z but not for the pride , 
| careleſnelſs, and covetouinteſs of your hearts: 
you fear poverty and reproach will be your 

p porcion 3 but why do you not fear what will 

/ be the iſſue of the hardneſs of your hearts 2 
: Hear ye the Word of the Lord , They are not 
B hambled wiito this day, neither have they foar- 
. ed g ror walked in my Law , therefore thus 
r 


I[a.28. 
IT. 


Jer. 44 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the God of Iſrael , oe 


| Behold] will ſet my face againſt you for evil , lol ke 
, and to cut off all Judah.' I even I will utterly 
” forget you y avd { will forſake you, and the , 
os Cty that [ gave For , &c, and will bring Py 
everlaſiing reproach npom you, Fs, And it 
F:t-a you 


7, 15s 


<» 


452 "Some Aggrauanons. _ 
you will noc, after all-chis, turn unto the? 

Lord, read your doom, / will make them! 

bikg vile figs that cannot be eaten , they are ſo? 

evil, &c. I here publiſh my fears to all the- 

World : Iam afraid that our view of the de-: 
ſolations that God hath wrought , are too 4 
 ſhortand tranlienrt , and that ſome want' hu- / 

maniry in their being inſenlible of the plagues ! 

and miſeries of their. Brethren, and more 

want the ſpirit. of mourning for their own. 

and other mens fins. Nay are there noney 

Ezth." of the Race of Ammon. left , who ſay Aha a-Y 
25+ 336, gainſt Gods Santtuary , when it was profaned , \ 
T+ and againſt the Land of Iſrael, when it war de= 
Prov 7 ſolate ? atleaſt rejoyced in heart 2 Behold God % 
5. will tretch out his hand npon ſuch a people. He 
Luk.13s thats glad at calamities, ſhall riot be unpu- Þ 
2,3,455+ iſhed. Tue Tower of Silo fell to lead 0- } 
Eztk. thersto repentance. If any will ſcoff and * 
25.8,9. blaſpheme as rhe Moabites, by ſaying , the 
Pal. Houſe of Judah & like unto all the Heathen, 
137. 7. who have not ſufftred more, nor ſo much 
Ezek, asthey : God knows how to'open the fide of 
I2. I3, Moab, andtoletin the Sword and ruine up- 
I 2. cn their trongeſt Cities: And if the Chil- 
dren of Edom, who were long ago for razing 

down our Feruſalem to 'the foundation thereof , 

rejojce , God will remember them, and make 

them deſolate, aud lay his vengeance on Edom: 

V 1. Andifany of the bordering Philiſtines ſhall 
23% Joal by revenge », and take vengeance with a 
de/pightfull heart , God knows how to ſtretch 
out his hand upon them, and to_deftroy the 
remnant of the Sea coaſt , and to execute great 
Vengeaucs 


16,17. 


Fof.their Miſcarriages. | 453 
jengeance upon them : And if any, of our 
Neighbours round abour ſhall wich T yrus ſay -,, k. 
L2ain(t Feru/alem , Aha ſhe i broken, that & 
w.ts the gates of the people , ſhe is turned unto 
ww , we ſhall be repleniſhed, now that ſhe 1s ” 
laid waſt: God can ſoon ſtoop theſe ountarns by 
cauſing many Nations to come up againſt them : 
as the 5ea cauſeth his Waves to com? up , and 
ſcrape their duſt from them, and make them 
Like the top of a Roch. God cannot bear it that Amos 3. 
the Heathen ſhould be inſultirg , whilſt be is 2, 
Eorretting his own : and theretore God hath 
confirmed it by an Oath that he will deal ſe- 
Everely with ſuch Mockers. 7 hive heard of Zeph. 2. 
= the reproach of Moab, &c. therefore as Þ live 8,9, 10. 
faith the Lerd: of Hoſts, -the God, of Iirael , 
| ſurely Moab {hall be as Sodom, &c. And 1 Zech. 1, 
am ſore diſpleaſed with the Heathen , that Is. 
"are at eaſe , for I was but a little diſplea- 
ſed , and they (helped forward the affiittion. 
Leave we theſe to the Righreouſneis of God, 
and let us return to our ſelves : whilſt they 
are ſulting , may we be. on humbling "and * - 
repenting Work, God 1s come down, and. hath la. 64+ 
done terrible things, that we looked not for : 4: 
we have been viſited ; but not with the common N mb. 
viſitation of all people. God hath ſtrange pu- 76+ 
 niſhments for the workers. of iniquity. © And Job 31- 
* no wonder, when ſtrange Oaths have been 3- 
. © minted of later times that our Forefathers 
© never heard of : there have been ſtrange 
© wayes of Epicuriſme and Gluttony: Arange 
© wayes of uncleanneſs : ftrange unknown 
&« faſhwns in apparel : and for Fraud, cheat- 
BY: * FL; « ing 


26. 2,33 


© ing, and Tricks of Legerdemain they hays 
c< freſh and new J and trequenc x every-.day 
« Hath not God then a jutt controvertn 
« with his people? It the Lord draw -ow 
«« Judsements that were never heard of be; 
c- fore , and make us figns and wonderstorhg 
e« world, and an aſtoniſhment 'to all Nag 
c« ons , may we not juſtifie his proceedings.y 
« If we exceed our Forefathers Sins > whal 
« wonder is it, if we feel Judgements , that 
<« they were never ſenliþle of ? =_ 


Pd 


CHAP, XXXIX, 


#hat uſe Profeſſours ſhould make of thi 
| Goſpel-G loſs. | 


Quarrel MA Nd'now ( Profeflour) to all tl.y for- 
nor with { A. mer Sins, donot add this great abomi- 
Fhe Glaſs, nation , that , having had the Glaſs of the 
| Word , ſo faithfully revealing many of thy 
{ins to thee , thou ſhould go away and 

ſtrait forget what maner of man thow hat 

been, Let not Satan tempt thee to quarrel 

with the enterpriſe ;. for that the Glaſs is not 

broad enovgh to fhew to thee. all thy Aains 

and deformities : know here are enovgh , 
preſented to thy view , to lay thee low e- 

nough in Hell without Repentance. [4 

| haps 


erouery, of ther M6 fearrtages.' - 455 
ps alſo by chy corrupt reaſon thou can(t 
ead for one or two particulars , or bring it 
uaer. debate , whether they are [tains or not ? 
ut know to the confulion of thy face , here 
re ſpots, unqueſt:onable ſpots diſcovered, 
nd ſuch as are-not the ſpots of Gods Children. 
ut, wouldſt chou improve this ( or any 0- 
her ſuch ) Glaſs for the good of thy Soul? 
z&t Gods Honour , and thy precious Souls 
yerlaſting welfare perſwade thee to receiye 
g meekneſs and love the following Courſels. 


; contented with {light apprehenſions ; but ,acion 
muſe, that the Fire may burn : Conſider how and Mes 
ofc in the Bull of Attainder , thy Conſcience dirarione 


ells thee thou art guilty. O! ponder theſe 
things mw thize heart; thew the Cad , recoyl 


P upon thy ſelf :, Lec the Lord hear one the 


more for thee crying out what have I done? 
How have I provoked the Lord ? By medita- 
tion retain the memory of thy ſins , with all 
their aggravations , as much as - thou canſt : 
ſet paſt lins in preſent view, and poſſeſs the 
ſins of thy youth , as if they were juſt now 
committed : now-track the abominations of 
your lives : charge this duty upon thy own 
Soul , as that which muſt be done , as thou 
wilt anſwer it at thy peril before God and 
Angels. Perhaps hitherto you: have. forgot 


| your Corrupt lives, and hearts, as you have 


your natural faces forthwith ; but let it be 
{o no more for Chriſts ſake, Conlider nor 
PT 4 only 


\ I, Reflect on all the particulars , that thow Improve 


pay ft ſee what are thine inquities. DO 1 hang 
EbEchold only , and ſo goe away : be DOE Confide- 


456 * © What aſe. Profeſſours ſhduld mars *5 
| only how many of wieſe ſins you have b2el 
Suilty of ; bur how frequently, and for ho 
many dayes, or years, thou haſt lived in {.jmg 
of theſe abominarions, hayins oft been gull 
ty of the fame (in; chough perbaps Thou 
knew'ſt ic ro bea lin, and haft prayed and 
reſolved againſt it : And becauſe” the parti 
_ Culars may feem litrle {ins ( though in a ſeriſe 
there is no little ſin; becauſe there is ne lit5 
tle God , and fins haye their accents and 4 :y, 
.gravations from the perſon, who is affrony 
red ) yer becauſe it is with ſin, as 1t- 18, With 
ſtones, you may carry this tone and rhat 
fone without trouble, with mich eaſe ; bur® 
- when many little (tones are heaped rogerher, | 
they become” weighty and heayy to 'bear.*1 
therefore T adviſe that by ſerio:;s meditation} 
you ſym them up joyntly , till your .backs;,] 
or rather your hearts be broken, and yott' * 
take up the Jangyace of the Prophet, My 
P[a[. - ſins are paſſed over my head , they are become, 
38. 4. too beavy for me to bear : Refle& not only 
| on thy Pride , and carelefsneſs, and other 
articular miſcarriages ; but put all the Items 
into one main Sum , that it may ſtoop thy 
ad cairn dir Jrrog LE 
2. Away now , and preſent thy ſelf be- 
ore the great and holy God , whom thou 
haſt provoked by theſe , by all theſe great a- 
bominations , and upon thy knees give glory 
to him by confe ſſing to hizy'as many of thy ſits, 
4 thou canſt remember, -with all their aggra= 
Toſh. 7. vating circumſtances. It is the ſame advice , 
19, that Toſhuah gave too chan, tell God what 
ER. 42 thon 


Confcſsi- 
on 


Boat ads Uh wharc thou hat left un- * 
Hide 'Þ not from him : Confeſs to 
S OL Ti thy low unworthy thoughts of him \, 
Fiby *enmity, againſt him, his Laws; and 
cop e, &C. Go, and confeſs what envy » 
at malice” , what ranckour: hatli lain in 


ro the Lord how 'oft rhon hat Poke evil of 


«4 of Heaven ; , of the Sons and Daughters 
FF the moſt High , who were more righteous 
bas tÞy felf. Many times thou haft brag'd 
2 th the Phariſee , what fins thou haſt*not: 
be guilty of : now confeſs what 'th6n = 
| beer of. Tknow if thou art an Hyp 

[ br ou att toth -ro bring ic forth { t on 
py inkeff it will be a ſhame. to thee ;-But er 
me tell. thee, , it's 4" ſhame" that thon-art 


and AR'of 1in'is -8hþ poſſible ro be'cited'; yer 
sive diligence to find 'out as mahy/as Hou 

Gantt, and ſpread them before the Lot. - 
"Bring forth eſpecially that þ fe fr, "which 

are thy ſpecial fins, whereby thon haft ft moſt 


provoked God. David cave a roich! at his 
Sins'in the beginning of his Penitential ** 
Plalm ; but: his Adultery and Blood- - putlti- 
neſs lay moſt ypon him' , and he's never 
at eaſe till he hath yomited them up in con- 
feſſion. 


_ be 


. We het: againſt thy Neighbour': Confeſs - 


Tila -of the blood-royal s of the fayou- 


* . x 


Suilty of ſo mnch'fin 3+ bur itis no ſhime'rd © 
ackhowJelge it. Only in your Confeſſions © ' 

rake thts advice, © $2 your fur i order: enu- 
merate the ſeveral % ir you have been'puilty 
of, 'ahd' though -_ nvmericaÞ thought 


All your 
"con 


= + 7" 


Of all of . Be ſure then tha: , upon areview of. this, ; 
them, Qrany. better Catalogue:, tou; cry.unto.tay 


| Job, 20, 


P ſal. 32. dyought of Summer :. Bug ar,kengrb-. 6 rchough, 
3> 42 5- it, waslang fir, ).his Gn came out, I. ackvaw- 


heart, as Samuel to. Jeſſe ,,,Are here. all thy 
Children ? Are here all thy fins ? He that doth 
nor confeſs.a fin, hath a mind ro-commit to! 
that Sig again. An, hypocrite will confeſs 
ſome, "nay, many , {ns ,. but there 18 onef 
knhe is.loth. to bring; forth : it is.a Jacobs 
Benjamin,, they would keep it back :.0NE} 
ſweat bit 4s, covered under the T ongue;. ' Bat; 
certainly. it is extreme folly tro impoſe upon 


o a. + 


God ;; for he. knows every. thought, of. thy 


0 . 


heart;,.. yea. he knows: thy aig ; 


rael would bave in theWilderneſs. Davy lay. 
ſomewhule under this /piece of Hypocri Ge. - | 

bekepejilence along time,vehich made hy: hapee. | 
WAV. + .* LO his . moyſfure wAS IuY ved frerg the. 


thon know: them:he knew what though IL. 


lagge my. ſin unto thee, avd mine 114quuy; bave. 
[ nods wh [ {aid I mill confeſs.my, Laos 
Hons unto the, Lord. BE, not like Judas be 
confeſleth.hig berraying, of QlUrilt, , but there 
ws a clofe.lin which, he would not. uncover , 
viz. his, Fayetouſneſ(s..., I. meet with many 
who will. confeſs (uch (ns as are mok in faſhi- 


/. ON, %i2- their, duines under. Ordinances. , 


1:12»(] the fqzmality , their, yain thoughts in duty , 


.theirenvy. ac the gifts, graces, and 
privileges ofcheir Brethren. Pax/'s fin was 
pexſecuting Gods Church, and how ready is 

e to tell God and all the world of it? A 
good Copy to write after, , Bring 


v*21:Þ i#% But when did you bear Profeflors con- 
| Wa 


Of Pry a:ſcovery of their Miſearriages. 459 
| Bring forth the aggravating cireumſtances » ih all 
nd lay them before the Lord, Some contelS:their aps 
in, bur their confellions are accompanied gravati- 
vith ſtrange excuſes and extenuations, viz. 9% 
: was done-throngh che inſtigation of the 
BDevil, it was done inconliderately , &c. 
Such are not for: ſhaming themſelves before 
the Lord ; bur like Lawyers, plead as well as 
they can for a bad cauſe. Avoyd all extenua- 
Ting Confeſſions':' Father not'thy Brats upon 

he Devil, left thy account ſwell even' for 
wronging Saran', when indeed thou walt zr- - 
wed and drawn aſide by th 7 own-Iuſt. Beware 
of this folly ; for know that 'exrenuating (in 

& apgravates it, and aggravating extenuates fin 


% 


betore the Lord. | 
Let thy Confeſhon be ingenuous and free. Freely, 
ESometimes Conſcience, like an over-charged 
Stomach, dorh-ſo over-preſs men ,. that they 
cannot hold ,” but- muſt: out 'with their 'un- 
cleannefs, &c. Thus it is eſpecially when 

the Horrovrs of Death have compaſſed them 
round. This confeſſion of fin-ptoceeds not 

from hacred of fin, and diſplicence with it; 
but from fear ef puniſhment : they hope if 

they confeſs fin any how, any way, they ſhall 
obtain mercy , and this makes many tlirow 
-up what otherwiſe they would hide tor ever. 
But O.! that you would be njore ingenuous 
in your acknowledgements than Pharaob and 
Jadas were , who ſhould ſay ſomething upon 
the Wrack , when Gods Hand and Conſci- 
ence preſt them down. I know what you 
will do upon the peruſing this fad ——_ 


Fer. 3o 
T3. 


1 Fohn 
I. 9. | 


Fre- 
quen:1y, 


, will fall acenſoring che perſon or party | 


God difſhonoured by them? how doth Rel 
gion ſuffer by, them 2..yea ,.bur how. mac 
hach Gods, Name ſuffered by thy lightne(s} R 
frothineſs, Prige 5 ſenſualty , back-lliding 


.own {ins ibefqre God. 
Only ackuawleage thine 1 aniqu ty, that thawh 
tranſ, greſſed, againſt the. Lord. thy God: 
. God cells you, ir-is a means to, obtain cemiſſ 
on, If ye confeſs your ins he.ts Juſt and faiths) : 
ful to for grve, SOme ſay,confeſc,aud be hang'd 
: burTI ſay confeſs, or. youw'l. be. damn d. . 
had rather þe damned than be ſhamed » tho 
love thy Name better. chan-thy Soul : 
Lord be mercifull. to thee , or elſe thou wile 
loſe both. when Chriſt ſhall come to Judge 


Feſfion, or enumeration-of your {1ns ; Bur yer 
-do-it as wellas thou cant, and it thy hearc 
' be hard, go, and complain of ir to God, and 
; bes him'co take away the hearc of ſtone : 
| the ſight of thus hardneſs drive thee the ſoon- 
- ner and che oftner co the Throne of Grace , 


'- What uſe Profeſſours ſhout 


if God do. noc.ſanctitic the Dok unG: you 
you will confe(s lin, but not your own. * Ye J 


do net love , crying out.O / how guilry a / 
ſuch and vob before che Lord-?.O! how Þ 


cc. O,1:run with tears, and confels all thin ; 
God. requires 4 Ic 


It yo 


"Tas 


the Earth for thea whatſoever is hid , ſhall 
be publiſhed. | 

':: Let your C onfeſſjon be frequent 6 yea conftant, 
ny at leaſt God bath done away thy fin. It 
may be you, may fear your heart is ſo hard , 
that you ſhall but {in by a formal dull con- 


lec 


and there lye before the Lord , till he cleaye 
the 


Mcoveryof therr Miſcarriages, 461. 
Rock, tuac:the waters, guſh out, till thy 
$ vye with, thy tins : Do: as:our Engliſh: 
Fer, who ceaſed not» his Confefhons till 
Rearc was melced and broken for hisfins. ' 
3< Labour to get yorr. hearts broken: fer all Conni- 
p. Rebellrons againſt God , for all the impu- tion, 
fesof your hearcs and lives. Son of Man, 
ppheſie and ſa}, thus ſaith the Lord; ſay, A F< 
ord, a Sword &5 [harpned » and alſo furbriſh- 21.9, 
iz it-is ſharpned ro make 'a great ſlaughter : 0+ 
pfeerbiſhed that.it 'may. pliſter : ſhould we 
| make mirth ? Even oar God hath been a 
#miag fire: and ſhall nor- we:mourn ? Jeb.12. 
he houſe of, [[rael is become droſs, ' even the RN 
goſs of ſilver, aud therefore God: hath gathe- Ezck, 
| them into the:midſt of Jeruſalem , "as they 22+ *1.9% 
her futuer and braſs, iron, and lead, and tin , 20 Ze 
o the midſt of the F arnace, to blow the fire up- 
F it, and hath blown upoa them' in the Fire 
J of his Wrath, ' and (they: have been melted” in 
athe midſt thereof 3 and ſhall not we lament ? * 
Yea God hath'been exceedingly diſhonoured® 
by Hypocrilie , falſhood, breaking of Vows, 
Murmurings , - cruelties ,- negle&s ' of his | 
Worſhip; &c. Should we they make murth ? 
Have not we great cauſe , even more cauſe 
than ever any people had , to-tremble , not: 
only at the dreadfull Judgements of God,rhat' 
> | arealreadyupon us, and that hans over our 
{ | heads”, bur.ar che helliſh [1mpieries ', thar 
C 


ſwarm in our hearts? View not: only this im-' 
perfe&t Catalogue», but lugk from Genejis to 
the Revelation- , and whatever filthineſs wa 
found in Men or Kingdoms, :may be foun -! 
vpol 


(þÞ w 


462 


What aſe Rrofeſſours ſV08L5 Ares 

upon our skircs : andſhall riot we hang? 

our harps ? refuſe to be comforted ?' 

not we lye down proftrare before God | 

pour our water before the 'Lord , and ws 

till we can-weep no more ?: [remble Ot 

heart! under all cheſe provocations : 

lec your. hearts be as the leaves of a tree 

that is ſhaken by che Whirlwind. What 3 
many helliſh luſts ro ſwarm 1n thy hear: 
Wuat guilty of ſo many millions of iniquity 
a3ain{t che God of H2aven , and yer thou; 
cure , light, vain and frothy ? I profeſs ; 
did not know what a tone I have within 
ſhould wonder all the day lons , how it $ 
poſſible we can ſtand under ſo much gui 
without ſhreiks, cryes , and lamentationg 

I ſhould wonder how you eat , and drink 
and ſleep, how you can laugh or fing, wii 
God is fo provoked. Can { think that mz 

lives, who is not moved by the weight of aP 
mouncain on his back. Profeſlour, thou haſt, 
that which is heavier than Mountains ef lead 
vpon thy Soul , and yet thou hardly feeleft 
it : Thou dolt not groan under that , which 
drew not only tears of water , bur of blood , 
yea clots of blood , from the eyes and yeins 
of Jeſns Chritk. IT wonder how you conti- 
nue your clatms to Chriſt ,, how you can call 
God , Farther, Chric&, Redeemer , whilft 
you have fo little love to: him , and whilſt 
you were never pricked art the heart , for all 
the injuries that you and others haye done | 
him : Waom you love,.. you are troubled for, | 
if he be injured, by your ſelyes , or others: | 
| Bur 


Rune teas + RA | ; SH, | 
2 vary of thevr Fife invionges. 

bewhere 15:y0ur Soul-trouble for your own 
& other mens ſins? Are nor many as ſenſual 


ave you not your Beaſts and Entertainments 


us Lord calls to weepivoe and mourning , ts 
anoſrandi girding with ſackcloth: yet be. 
Io 7oy and pladne $5 ſtaymg Oxen 2 and 'kil- 
ng Sheep, rating fleſh, and drinking wine. : 
Lnd hath not the Lord ſent youa word , that 
day mare-your knees'to tremble ? Is not the 


Wo by the Lord of Hofts, Surely 'this inj- 
ty ſhall not bepurged from you , vill you dye , 
farth the Lord God of Foſts. O | Fall down 
mazed-, fill thy Spirit with horrour , away 
nto thy Cloſer : though thou art 5 the gall 
f bitterne/s, acd "bond of intqunty; yet pray to 
he Lord, if perhaps the thoughts of thy-heart , 
"and the wickedneſs and prophaneſs of thy 
life , and-particularly-thy unſeaſonable mirth, 
and 'flefhly indulgencies , may be forgiven. 
x How can you trade with ſo much guilt upon 
you? You have had your pleas foryour co- 
vetonſnels , and inordinate affe tions tothe 
»« | World, that God bids you provide for your 
: own : But what think'{t thou-of thy Soul ? Is 
111 | [that nopartof thine own? Is that no piece 
of thy charge? O'! Provide for thy Soul: 
i | Thy Soul cannot beſafe , whilſt Rained with 
alt | fo many thouſand impurities, which were 


"on ſorrow enter \ into-the very inwards of thy 
? | heart: and lettheinſupportable preflares :of 


fin 


ever? as great ſervaprs co the fleſhas ever? 


wormerly ? Thouptit be a day , where Iſa, 22. 


I4. 


1 d-writing plain ? St was revenled in mine 


never\mourned over to this day, O1! Ler-' - 


y ere —oece——e——eee ee re RE — 
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Z etch. 
12. 10. 4,cthoucanit not reliſh thoſe things ; wii 


_ .eazernels : Let the loathſomeneſs of thy ik 


Pſa. 5T. 
- Þ 
Lam. 5 
I6. 
Lam. I. 
I, 2, 3» 
415 9,13, 
21. 


Lam, 2. 


3,15, 
IG, 


fin ſink thy very Soul.; Mourn as rhe tend 
Mother for her 01ly Son : be. un beterneſs z: 


2M 


thou haſt hicherco followed with ſo mug 


be continually before thine eyes ,\.-as thi 
ſanding -dith : So ic was. with Repentif 
David, My fin is ever before me: So it wi 
wich the Church ; oe to us , we have. ſinned 
Ir is true , they were under fearful Plagues} 
How doth the (ity ſit ſolitary , that was full 
people ? How is (he hecome a Widow , She tha 
was great among the Nations'y and Princeſs 
wong the Provinces , hows ſhe -becothe trib38 
tary 2, -===-= Among all ber Lovers , ſhe baths 
»one to.comfort her , all her Friends have dealt 
treachereuſly with her, &c; _ She dwelleth ay 
mong the Heathen , ſhe findeth noveſt : all be 
Per(ecutours overtook her between the ſtrait 
T he wayes to Lion mourn, &C, She came dow; 
wonderfully, and ſhe had no Comforter , &c, 
T he E nemy hath magnifi:d himſe'f, &c. From 
above hath he ſent fire into my bones, and it pre- 
vaileth againſt them , &Cc. All mine Enemies 
have heard of my trouble , they are glad that 
thou haſt done it. The Lord bath burned 4a- 
gainſt Jacob like a flaming fire., which de- 
voureth round about, &c. All they that paſs by, 

clap their hands at thee': they hiſs, aud wappg | 


| the head, at the Daughter of J2rufalem; ſay- 


Lam. 4. 


6,II, 
I6. 


mg , Is this the Cuty , that men call,''the Per- || 
fetfion of Beauty , the Foy of the whole Earth? || 
All thine Enemies have opened their month a-| | 
gainſt thee: they biſs , and gnaſh the reath, || 1 


and 


Lovery.of their ddifuuriogs 

198 > "We oe have Twaloet ber up : Certarms 
ths 6 the day Reoekgd for, 

6 have /e ſeen Pk 7 wniſhment of the ant- 
guity of the L Leber of my people ,. is greater 

then the puvt(h ment of the, ſin of Sodom , that 

= as auerthrown, as 4 a moment, and. no haud 


D js. Kry , p he hath powred oxt his frerce anger.y 


| voured the foundations thereof. . The anger of 


liens, 
Pre {p44 95 >; 
4 © F bled Quer..g 


and have no reſt, Servants have 
there i1 none to deliver us out of 


hoe of t the 1 rrible F a jr | They raviſhed 

be Women in Zioh, and jbe 24 aids i the Cy= 
Pj Jugah.,; . But y yet they mind not cheir 

17s » Ion much.as their fin,, oe wnto ws; 
far me ſt were. -Inorder to the promo- 
ring of this god, ſorrow , 1 do importune 
' lies, ek hs Fight feryency I can, that 
s thay (Sperare. ome extraordinary: time , to 
« | humble thy ſelf, by Falting and Prayer , 
- | thac God- would ive thee Repentance , for 
e- | thineoin, and. 1e other mens ſins: Per- 


7, | hapsrs chis day thou haft never obſerved one _ 


7g | In | Sides to Ny getting of a broken heatt,. O 


j- | rhatIcouldnow prevail with thee ;. for this 
er- | is the means, - that God hath bleſt again. and 
þ2 | again : On ſuchdayes God hath ſofened.ma- 


a-| ny anheart ', afid caſt out the Devil of ſecu- 


Gg @ul 


We have found,: 


Fajed on : here. . The Lord hath accompliſhed. 
d bath kindled fire in Zion, and it hath de-. 
he Lord bath d&1:ided them, &c, Our Inhe- 7 Jy 


tance is.t rnd; to Strangers: our Houſes ©, $10 
; Necks are under Perſecution » » 


: Ether, hand. "Our: 3hin was black. like an Oven.: 


firy and hardneſs , which could not be cat - 
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4 


did: If you are ,* by the conlideration' of 
WENE | befire r6 keep Contelence render ; 


and apairr , ſmite 07 the thigh iin an 


 ceedingly from mornitig to | events”! and - 


06G 
optin'ordinary times ; of Congo upon «Caf 
Let thy main' requeſt on. cliat be for 
deep conſideration of all chy ed with"all3 
rtheir® ſeveral a p_. Ty a arp hy-"£ 
mitjacion for them. -.O't I Beſvech: you, h'Þ 
your have any fore. to' Chriſt ', to' the credit | 
of Religion , to your periſhing Spuls, break # 
chrowgh all buliteHles and inipeditnents, _ 
retire your ſelves, ' and fall downat the foot 4 gf +) p 
ſtool of God, more folemnly, ttian ever you 4 TY 4 


your provocation, humbled.” in the vetyg 


SA, whilt the Tron is hot : This fire. Gay: = * 
_— alive , by bxingi ing. ew: fael tot. 
Te exquilic ely*to affli tr Souls, . that = 
you: Mould be ſ6 fooliſh”, ſb*vile","as ge, * 
Cheſts Livery', ro'comthit fo" pieat', "ah 16." "P= 
hideous ab6minarions.' Take; INeY he > and 
fay's ; Othr Light that I bave'abifed"''O' the. 
mewis of Grace that I have [1 {riphred'? O'H the lite.” 
tle fervice thut'l Pave done to Chriſt t'© the. 
many df ſervices ! Lec rheſethings* it; 'and.. 
graves andatffift, and humble'chy 'Sbat ex... 


goo evenin to morning , Bll God Y aCls - 
£4 rowatds thee : beivare leſt the motions: 
Ry lazy heart canfe thee ro deſiſt ſooner, A. 
patient that hath had a long difedſe , muſt | 
continte | in the uſe ofthe Tas + , tilt. 
thei humour be PR | 


; | " ki £ yl "Hs © . F Jent va 'v ""* X $49 
Of 11s ſeviery of their miſcarriages. 
| - 4» Let your ſorrow be accompanicd with 
eteſſatzon. SEE all your {ins and loath them 


. FR GA hk G: - ! . ; 
god? O! how much lin haye we confeſ- 


Fd, which yet we heve ſecretly hug'd in 
Fur hears: Labour to have our hearts riſe 


þs O48 y 
PEN 2 : 
v4 nn 
RIS: IDES. 

- 


Feagain(t your 'pride,, lypocrife, &c. Hate 
Lf not only for Hell ; but as Hell, yea hate 
your ſelves for your lins, yea hate your ſelves 
= =8bac you can hate your (ins ho more. O that 
3. #7» hatred of my Luſfs micht be greater than e* 
IE ver m7 love. was anto them! I wiſh from my 
E-Soul Proteflors were more apprehenſive of 
Gods Judgements , that are, upon them and 
the Nation for their fins * T wiſh many of 


RS, 


Fs. FEES | ,  ; 2 ab Os 5Y wi, | 
us were come. up to. che frames of the hard- 


I a XY 


— hearced Jews , and exprefled ſo. much ten- 
HY -derneſs , as they. did, when Gods hand was 
heayy upon them , their /»s alſo, were an bea- 
vy burden : In their afflift;on they ſought God 
early : ity moutned and humbled thems 
ſelves very much ; though with the removal 
of their trouble , 'their ſorrows wore away. 
However be'not ſatihed with this ſorrow ; 
bur Iabour for ſuch ſorrow as David had , 
when he was wounded in his heart for fin 
though Nathan told him his fin was forgiven, 
yet 'he continued. his ſorrows for his great 
tranſgreſſions : Labour I beſeech you for 
tears of hatred and iudignation , be greatly 
diſpleaſed with your ſelves , becauſe you 
have ſo fooliſhly and wretchedly diſhonour- 
ed God, and yentured your eternal untoins: 

| | G2: and 


Indigns- 

EE el ar, rey - » tion, 

Egnd your felves roo. This is promiſed, they 
fall loath their ways and doings which are not 


Ss 
wk fd 


TEASES LEI. ona rt. 
Br SE ENIOES 


tion, 


Supplica- 5+ Let there be added hearty cries to God 


What uſe Profeſſours ſhould maK "* 
and if yer thine eyes be not like the Fuſh: 
ponds of Heſhbon for thy fins, take words] 
and lament before ' God thine hardneſs of 
heartzchat thou ſhouldlt ſo grievouſly offend 
and provoke God , ſo good, ſo gracious at 
God, and that notwithſtanding thine hearſ 
ſhould remain unbroken. s 


for pardon of all theſe and-all other abominati= w- 
ons, | Who forgives him, that ſcorns to ſue 
for Remiſſon ? Here is your work in. this # 
day : the Devil anda falſe heart will puc yo 
upon other work ; but this is your preſent 
work : They made me the keeper of the V ine-? 

ards ; but mine ownV imeyardT have not k-pt4* 
Bat O ! do not leave the work that God ſets. 1 
you about. I know it is your duty to pro WWE 
vide tor the bodiey of your' Children; bug” 
<onfider the canger of thy Soul , what guile P 
thou art under, and give the Lord no ret J* 
till he hath blocted ont all. rhy fin, and arc 
aflured' that he will remember it no more. 
Reheve not thy ſelf with the general bounty 
of God, or with the free grace and rich mer- 
cy of God , whillt thou negle&eB to cry to 
God for erace and mexcy. He will be ſought 
unto by the Neale of Iſrael. Prize thy condi- 
tion , that thou art alive to pray: ( thou 
might} have been in Hzll , there to bowl for 
ever and ever ) Seek the Lord, whilſt he may 
be found : - Seek in time before it be too late: 
And it thou doubteft whether thou haſt an 
intere(} in Chriit and the promiſes, becauſe 
of thy hideous tranſgreions ; yet remember 
clie 


Brer-a:ſcovery of their Miſcarriages, 
2 gracious wores that tell once from the 
Outu of Chriſt to the Samaritan : If thon 


rked , and he would have given thee living 
water... Taough thou art un worthy of Chil- 
lrens bread, and ha!t deſerved to be calt 
rc amons che dogs; yer tiiovu hat to do 
wich a bountifall and mercitull Lord : and 
EZtherefore be nor cait down, ſo as to be dif- 
EZcouraced trom waiting on the Lord. It was 

ail ſaid of him , why ſhould [ wait on the Lord 
= 7 trger ? T herezs no hope. 1 would have 

thee cake better words into thy mouth , ard 
ay , © Lord I am unworthy to be the object 
PE: of thy mercy , unworthy to live, worthy 
MM << co be denyed , becau'e thou didit call, and 
"= £* Idid nor hear, cherefore if'1 call, chon 
"F< mayit jullly urn me off in chy fury : thou 
© Fc mighrelt anſwer me by terrible things in 
<« righteouſneſs , But deal not with me ac- 
« cording to my deſervings: O! make me 
< the -great inſtance of the power of thy 
| <« orace , let thy mercy in pardoning be 
e great, exceeding great O God! 


: time. There is danger in delays, leſt your 
. ſenſe of fin and ſorrow for it vaniſh and de- 
' | <3: blow up the fir(k ſparks of grace , leſt 
, chey go out and dye again : take the firit ad- 
vantages of the grace of God, Haſt thou an 
inclination to humble thy ſelf, to pray, to 
ſeek Gods face , improve it quickly , le the 
I Gs 3 wrath 


469 


id & know the gift of God, thyy wonldſt have __ + 


ON 


| Do not delay the ſuing out thy pardon, away Wirhour 
quickly to the Throne of Grace, Remem- dclay. 
: ber Felix put off his work till fome other 


| A. Coo REES Oo wo 


479 _- hat uſt Profeſſours ſhould. 


you treaſure up wrath agamSF the day of 


"Though che law be a looking-glaſs to ſhew 


wrath of Gud ({ who tb.nighly provoked alreas 
dy againit thee ) break forch upon thee , and 
there beno remedy. Do not you know tha 
you kave loit the ſenſe of che love of God. 
But have you alſo lot all ſenſe of Guds$ 
wrath ! Do nor you wonder you eſcape 
that you are yet alive ? chac you are not free 
among the dead ? incorporated wich the Hy8 
pocrices and damned crew 2 Will you , dare; 
you, go on in your bardneſs of heart > Wall 


wrath? O! God forbid. Lay by the worl 

( thy falſe friend , thy rreacherons Joab, thal 
bach ſmitten to the earth, with its kiſſes, and 
its ſmiles) Here is a bulineſs on which thy 
life, rhe hte of thy precious Soul depends, 
Prepare to meet thy God : wrath is gone ug 
from the Lord , howl, weep, cry. , .1t may ba 
you ſhall be hid in the day of the Lords wrath gg 
i: may be your fins ſhall be. forgiven. 


you your ſpots ( the Laver under the Jaw 
was made of looking. glaſſes) yet it cannot 
cleanſe you : its the Gotpel alone, that par- 
dons. Away yewandring Sheep ta thegreatShep= 
heard of Jour Souls : great he 1s in. aftetion 
and love to his flock, he hath laid down his 
life for you , he hath purchaſed you with his 
own bloud. Nathans parable.:of: the Ewe- 
Lamb is moſt true'of 'Chriſt , and his beloved 
Flock: he hath nouriſhed: you up; and he 
3s willing to lay you 'in- his boſome. | View 
your great Surety this-day.. :He came under 
en Arreſt for yon; he hath A age 


ſO RM aiſerver of their Miſcgrriages.. 


&« bc of al chat Come by faich co him. Hyg Was , 
delrvercd for our aff ences » And was raiſed. (gain 
| wr onr juſtification. He is willing the ,zn- 
| # ( when pezitent ). ſhould nor have 
{4 wounds lye undreffed , leſt Satan take any 
$4 advantage thereby. It there be Reporjange yo to- 
pards God , let there be Faith towards. 
» Lord Teſus Chriſt. It he hath g:ver yon the 
ford-runner , you have his pledge , his pays 4 
F, Ftha: he will forgive you. Do not ſay, .God 
areth not ſinners , Whillt there is a F — 
y 


pain opened for fin and for uncleanneſs. All 
WINS Cannoc wy itz becauſe it is ""Y LO. 


S# : 


ter into 
an ho Vow jane 0 yore 6ns, "Be a. throg - 


Fleſh, and the D ul "ft will x thus if 
hearts be drow humbled (for i ins» , 


.what hnve I to do.mith 1dels any.mpre 
you were . .vexy..rs{0lute, oma. ,' come 
| Dink y Feaga Heaven, come. Hell ; yer I 


Eg grace he ping me ) do a5 I haye done , 
pm E have.9 {os ed-- If youare not very 
Pry ro 


y to cape ous > .whillt you are bot xe- 
Gg 4 ſolyed 


and ruly in 1, againſt them... 2 
20-chat 


Rom. 4« 


25. 


"a —_ 


courſe : x will not. £ through , 


- ; Satan ang, $10.,, not £0. > 
b= ro Tempra 1b you encourage ihe! '- * 
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ers, &c. © your fin (till prevails 3 But knoy 
( ſaith one ) fn will be your Conguerour, if your 


ſins. He hath an'impudent forehead, a forgy® 
| head of Braſs , that dares go in before God 
' and ſay : < © Lord! I beſeech thee to pay 


- © and T truſt thou wilt do it, for yer I ami 
<« vnreſolyed 'to part from it : Pardon 
© Rebellions ; for I am not yer refolvec 
* « whether I ſhall ceaſe to be a Rebel. Be- 


" knowledge of irs evil Did you in the light | 
ofthe Spirit ſee fin in its nature , and in its 


fiſtent wirh all real happineſs , 'and as'che in- 
_ fallible and unavoidable precipice of your, in- 


- make you hare ſin, and td. be irreconcilable 
j co it. . 3 Ca2 Os 7 6 LF-16 FRET PR 


he the T 
rengrt 
rift, 


of Chriſt, frrengrb, tor then you will ſoon quit"them 


. 
- 


' « What uſe Prof fours ſhoold mate "i 
folved to deny his toilicications.”  Tuat. wo 
man is in danger of new ſollicitations to ut 
cleanneſs , who doth not reſolutely bid, de 
fiance to the firſt Temptation of the Ruftiany 
Perhaps you wonder,, that after many pray 


be not reſolved to be its. enemy. Till reſolutis 
on againſt all ſin be wrought in you, God wil 
hate all your prayers for the pardon of you 


** don my worldlineſs , and earthly-mince ez? 


« neſs, for 1 am not yetreſolyed to be Heage? 
fe venly minded : O Lord, pardon my envy 


lieve it, whilſt you do.not reſalve to hare 
ſin. ir is a clear fign'you haye nor a ſpiritual 


bitter effes, did you ſee it as utterly incon- 


collerable and.erernal damnacion , this would 


, 
- 


- But here T muſt give” you this catition , 
that you Yarſe Hot your reſolutions on your own 


by reaſon” of your on weakneſs: -* When 
| oo 


wtf 
f 


1 
Ns 

x 

E Al 


aw wn ww WW 


Friends, your 


utes degrees , it may rather go forward : you | 
Tan nay bardly have one hours warning before 
wou mult remove hence : how ſuddenly hath 
gGod cut down the Cedars and the thijtes a- 


Smongſt us? O ! in that day it will be as ſcal- 


Ws fcoucrfof thiir Mifitrriages, 415 
yo! bind your ſelt by a Vow againlt luth a_ 
Ma , take Chriſt into the Bond to be ſor ety for 
ou , toOgive you help and ſtrength to per- 
form in the hour of tempration. <<. Auguſtine 


2 <pr ofefled that though the thoughts of leav- 
F< ing his {ins were once a great burthen to 
Z#** him , yer at length being peremprtorily 


&# Reſolved , he found ir a moſt eaſe 
** lightfull the to live without them. 
[1 


dde- 


fterings may be nearer than 
you are aware of ; Your ſands I am ſure run 


Salt , and no (top 15 put to them : you may 
Mar Expect that the ſhadew will go backward 


ding lead to thee , that death and judgement 


furprized thee , when thou had not ſo much 
"as reſolved to leaye thy curſed Rebellions a- 


eainlt thy God, | 

' 7. See what becomes of yaur Reſolutions : Reforma: 
how they are made good : thou haſt, purpoſed 90s 

»vot to offend, yea covenanted with Ya God ©/at-- 
for berter obedience , yea thou haſt /worw to 179: 


"heep hes righteous Fudgements. But haſt thou 196» 
dealt uprightly with thy God Þ' O ! be not ſa- 
tified with 


purpoſes and reſalntions ; but look - 


to the performances of them. Bleſled are ye 
of God, if all the ſinnes you. have, been 
convinced of ,: and hive engaged a-- 
' gainſt, be now 'put_away : if. there be no 
. mote pride, * coyerot 


neſs ,- contention, 
_ lt: 


_— 
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 Wheteſe Tree 
ſelf. ſeeking > CC. rtthrning my 
Wor e Devils uportyou. I. fir God we'n n 
ſee'( more than Reſolurion ) fone reaf Al | 
permanent effec of all your ne et 
'Sorrows, and Reſolves. *O! O!0Tk hoy 
< would it rejoyce my Soul to ſee an **Y 
« Qual alceration in the 'Faces , and Eive * 
«and; Converſations of Profeſlours ? Hol F 
ec ſhatl 1 bleſs God for ever , if by Tein 1 
*« your Faces in this imperfel} Glaſs , you þ 
wy transformed , and your hearts and "lives | 
'« put ico a new frame of WEEN Ti 
*« mong all the gqes in che Wyrld , 
<« /a4der than to lee mulcicudes , chat Wo. 
© their Faces Zion-wards now facts about 
< to the.yauities of the Gentiles, O" hoy ? 
<« slorious,.. how deſirable a ſight will i ic - be 
« £0 ſee theſe returning With weeping, an 
bo ſupplication. 
Here remember your Reformatio on mult be 
general and, ecial, ON Labour to do as much 
or God and Grace , ' as you have done for the 
World and Self. As ye have yeelded your 
 wenber-: {ervants to mquity wnto v2 50 $0. 
* now) yeeld you menphers Seryants of R Ti bteouſ- 
neſs nnto Holineſs. Redeemall former omiſ- 
{ions by a double diligence : you baving jdled 
"away muGh- p£your time; had need ſpur up 
: Your (clyes.. . "See cher gow meh circum petty 


youto : Fa 4 
a, v4 py: 


IK | 


zoured: | 


ſoared God. Ifthou art recovered pf adan- 
good diet, bur eſpecially ger Antidotes and; 
Prefervatives againſt that diſeaſe chou wat 
0 lately cured of, O, where the, enemy 
Jath made the greateſt breaches , .there let 
here be double guards , and. double fortifi- 
Fations. Be Tertull;ans, true penitents :. 
Fe would not burthen the Spirit of God , agarn —_ 
oe deliver him from that fin, Follow 4 Wor-2y. - 
Ed had prevailed with God to pardon. that.” 1. 

tn, afterwards , though be longed for the” _. 


Waters of Bethlehem , . yer be abjtains, and aa oo 


Whecks himſelf , becauſe ir did bus hazard the ©e 


ood of his Captains. 
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Motives to-make ſuch uſe thereof. 


'5 now (.to haſten to a conclufion)) Q porives 

& chat it: would-pleaſe. God to. make my to ler our © 

 _worddas.at Hammer, t0.break the Ricks} Ohearrs be © 

| that I may be thus uſefull to your Souls 4 Qbroken 

| that ſomewhat: at laſt may be hinted ,- that 9b 
mays through he bleſng. of God, break your, 2 8 

hearts. for y and from of: that may. Promote - -, 

your Repettance {@ your, and pariothers  -: 

Wy mens 


7 476 Motivesto make ſuch iſe thereof. 
mers fins ! And indeed unleis your hearts 'be 
broken for fin, they will never be broken fron. 
ſin; But che more bitrerneſs of Spirit you! 
are in tor fin, the more probability there is; 
you will not return unto fin. Waen men} 
have ſurferted upon a Diſh , and are greatlyg 
afflied and pained by ic , the more unlikelyp# 
 theyare to recurn agcain unto that Diſl:. Thar 
1s certain (* faich Mr. Burroughs ) either 4B 
" ans in will make an end of his mourning , ox* 


\ TY 17 


+3 


his mourning will mike an end of his ſit. Yea,! £ 7 
. If your hearrs be not broken for other men 


6's 
£ 


doubt that your ſorrow 1s right and genuine ,## 
unleſs you mourn for others, as well as your 
own, fins ; for it will alwayes be objected 
that if S;» as Sin were your Burden, if Sina 
diſhovouring God, as wounding Ciriſt , 
grieving the Spiric, then other mens ſins be- 
ing reflexions op the Auphqnity; and Will of 
_ the great God;Fathef, $01, and Spirit, ſhould 
have ſome conliderable weight upon your 
Souls. ' The cruth #8; © others fins: become 
thine if thou knoweſt-them , and mournelt 
not for them. O thenl In what a caſe are 
all che hardned jolly Prefeſlours,, who gan 
. - makea ſport of Drunkenels , Uncleanneſs, 
-  Snperſtition, Perjury, &c.. in others. / Con- 
 fider- therefore by the: Help of this' Glaſs 
-12> :-. .. ®thers (ins, as well as thi;ze-own to help on thy 
P{al..- brokeneſs of heart for and from (in, Behold 
119, { with David ) the tranfgreſſour, and be griev- 
XY x 58, edy brean's they keep not Goas word : Let = 
LEIVG Souls 


F Motrues. towake ſuch uſe thereof. . 477. 
youls ( with-Lot ) be vexed: there are great-, 
Xx ns found among Profeſlours in England,; 
han were in [7 :, Ler thy Soul bg ( as his. 
was) 4 in Hell, ac upon the Rack, How can, 
you evidence that. you. are tranſlated from , 
Heath to life , becauſe you love the Brethren,, 
Ewhilt you are not .croubled . ro ſee them, 
FE =wounding and damning their ſouls. by their 
& ins : youare grieved.toſee any Friends of . 
"yours 1n great ggrds and dangers. by. the. 
Sword, by Sickneſs, . by Fire ; bt the Souls 
© Fvf your Friends are in the greateft danger » 
Eye you lament not the fight, of theſe deplo» 
rable ſpectacles. God forbid that any of you. 
ſhould have grounds of hope to gain Liber» 
ties and outward Privileges by others provo-, 
Ecations , whilR all cheir (ins become yours ,. 
whilſt you are not; humbled: for cbem.. But 
Fro lay before yout ſome Conliderations ,..thac 


: + [7 


may ( ſet, bome by. che Spirit ) dgaw water 
ont of the Flint... . | 


I. Should not your hearts be braken. for, ani * 4is 
from ſin, ſeeing in hath ſo incenſed God agaivſh grexiy 
the Land of your, Nativity 2; Can, you. retire incenſcd, 
from the World ,. and ſeriouſly conliger the. 
Pcints of Gods diſpleaſure againſt poor .E ng- 
land , and.yet remain.impenicent? Ts. it yo 
thing to you, that God bath for many. 19 
been withdrawing from his Sauttuary. m Engc 
lahd? O ! Your - Miniſters. have had. m1ſcar- 
rring Wombs , and dry Breafts : Though they 
roſe early , and: ſats. up late-z Were: much 14 
watchings , and in labours , for the. Conver- 
fion and Edigcation of Souls ; yet how ſel. -- 

Wh _ dome 


WERE SW 
b ov 0 29% 
nt "i ©: as 

* 


_1':-> afeſpifed 3nd aﬀronced , and who have been 
© "4fdfe burcffefted, with your” Pride, Earthl:- 


it previ, Tave ar "ahd” Hoſtiliry , wht 
"0 - apr eborhbenns home ? .And may not 
you Fear", thit Sodis, and wifi | 
Dd 45m ybu;, till there be no remedy? They 
2 Chron Potked the Meſengers of God,, avid 
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\ | HEOFO@Y to hdk? fuck} uſe rheWof* 
£6] Tabor was "0 remedy. If God will treat with 
JO 10 more : believe it, he,will Sebt with 
yu... And O! O1O! who wil ſet the 
Fri and T hornes againſt bin? He will Fae 
them , he willconſume them in his 
hy Ts it vatbiu> to jou, that there uw yet 
fk 4 Ky” rt of Divifion m the. Land? O! ! 
7 K. 1e heats, and heart- burnings ” what ani- 
ſites and jealoiiſies are there 7” ſo that « 
F rather c Canuot truſt a Brother. Is it nothing. * 
6Y0u , that God; hath been ſo. long, contending. : 
R-: tht Land , by thiSword , and by. the Pe- 
Pilevie , and fo lai, by. Fire? Is1t noching 
* £6 you, that God | eEri mhicred that dreadful 
Fire ih London tO Grd f forth about Thit ee of, 
the Clock on a Lords 1 Morning 2 Did. he. 
no: Ents cafe Yar Br ina aro of, 


f © Lindon ' .T) ot he mak gt 


FRE, a Day ;0h1 labour and 297 
D Rar 'her on were They a i. 
A ho ions t (Oexpiat hit. in 


| + 


, eh it Lol, "off wy, va FIN j 5D ak 
"i 8 lov ; * LLOGY 
wy Ke feval ke Spe wEUL OTES Hh : 
we not, a Je n.this Dent. 9 
accohg H : 9 1h . Af Mo ; 

Hubiral trons "oF Jacob 4 £ bath 'Þot . p36 * - 2. 


ath; thrown down. þ Rr Ach, ny "a 3. 
Hal Bok oh. PRs als Fe - 
You mm own = f 014714 = 
this; jar;at the ( bn gra >. God! ſhoul 


ſen forth ſach a boy to. 

ard blow. dey Fire Fra Arte 2 Each, > 
and Norch God & therein " executing the 
Judge- 


43% Mottues to-make ſuch uſe there 


J emenc threatned again(} Elam, fh brief 
Je fre 49- ing the four Winds from the four Quarters 4 
6. eaven, &c. If the puniſhnen: of © E._ 
Element ( ſaith a late Writer ) be'dreadful 
as the ater was to the old torld; and hed | 
Air is in Peſtilencial Infe&ions; and the 
Earth was, when it opened its "mouth to: 
ſwallow vu Corab, and his company 3 how F 
dreadful is Gods, puniſhing a Land or Perſon 
with double and treble Judgements in one ? ui! 
What vengeance is that like to prove, which | 
hath Gods Armies of Fire and Wind united? F 
Is ir nothing , that the Fire burned at ſome, | 
time contrary to the Wind , and as it were in% 
oppoſition to it , and was then as uncheck= # 
able, as when ir had the Winds railing and 
chaſing i ir? Ts 1c nothing, that in che drought We 
of the ſeaſon ,' and the want of water, 200-1 | 
ſeem'd ©6 hindet the applicacion of Reriora's ©. | 
ro both'Wind ind Fire I. Was nor therein the 7 
Jager executed upon England in its. 
cart," Which God threarned againſt the 
(a deans , a drou bt #4 upon ber Waterg,. and 
For. 5 0. thty, (ball be 'dryed up ;, for it 14 Lang 7 bf gra-. 
38, ©” "wen Tmag 7, and they are madd_. #pon their” 
"> Idols? Vit nothirig rig ,, 'thac the rational. and | 
* probable. anticipations of the .confla; rating * 
ozreff6s. of the” Fire ,* which i) ir 
Toi were bid from the ' eyes of thoſe, - 
whoſe intereſt ir would have been. bc have . 
improved them? Did not God at that time” | 
take courage from the mighty , and wiſdome | 
from the wiſe ? Is it nothing , that Zondor , . 
the great Balwark of the Reformgd Religion, 
againſt | 


_— op 

* Motruesto make ſuch uſe thereof. 481 

%sÞ &gainſt the aflaulcs and batteries of Popery 

= + and Prophaneſs, is in a great meaſure de- 

= Rtroyed? Bir ( above all) Is it nothing , 

Thar generally there is ſo lucle ſenſe of any 

= oftheſe Jadgements ? The Wine of Aſtoniſh- 

* : ment is given tus 16 drink , and we reel to and 

' fro like Drurkards; But alas. } ho humbleth 2. Chros]| 

Y : himſelf, and prayes, and ſeths Cons face, aud 7-14. 

3. turns from his withed wayes, that God may heal 

. het * bar Land ? Ra.” | ES | 
a 2: Should not your bearts be broken for and The fins 

from your ſins, ſeeing the ſins of any one of you of any 

+. in particulat may have been the grent Incend;- one of us 

0 ary? This iscettain , God hath , for the de- may 

7 G.. linquency of one man, yea for one lin , = = 

# brought Plazues tipon maniy, If any thing ; 
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4H" | ; IS ſeo any > Aries, - 
will move thine heart, ; this wil's but no- © 


* thing will wichout Gods concurle : The 
Lord faſten chis hayl, the Lord fix this upon 
thy Soul , and lec it be as Fronlers between 
t .ine eyes day and night, When Achan was 
ouilty of one firi, and thir a ſecrer one, 
when he had toln a wedge of Gold, when 
he had im toptiated it co his own uſe, which 
God had deitined' to another, he troubled 
the whole Church of God : the Armies of 1ſ- 
racl Fell before themen of Ai , the generation 
of Gods curſe, yz4 Joſhua , their Prince be- 
came .dejected, itid his communion with 
God was thereby for a while broken. And 
the Lord ſaid unto Joſhua , get thee up; Folk - 
wherefore lyeſt thod on thy face > Did not A- 10, 11, 
'| Chan che Son of Zeral) commit a treſpaſs it the 12, 8s 
acchrſed thing , dvd wrath fell on all the Cone 22. 205 
| 2924 1: alt grega- 
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4832 Motroes to make ſuch uſe thereof. 
gregation of Jirael? And that man periſh = 
ed not alone in his iniquity. The mwiquity © 

; of Peor, though commitced longs agoe , i 

RK ®; yet raiſed a cloud of wrath, which was*? 

3 ready to empty it ſelf. upon the whole FF 

Church of God for ic many years after. _'# 
Toſh. 22.1 the ;niquity of Peor too little for ws , from\' | 
I7. which we are not cleanſed to this day, although” Þ| 
there was a Plague inthe Congregation of the 

Lord? The Gibeonites ( who bad craftily ſe | 

cured their Lives , by an exchange for their F 
Liberties ) got an Oath from $azl, and al- # 

moſt 500. years after , when this Covenant W. 

was broken, in che ſlaying of many of them, W- 

and Sax was dead , rhe flouriſhing Church } 

of God ſiiffered three years Famine for. this We 
Perjury, Then there was a Famine in the 

2 Sam, 4ajes of David , three years , year after year, 
| 21,1, 41d David enquired of the Lord: And the © 
| Lord anſwered , It u for Saul, and for his 
| | bloody houſe ; becauſe be ſlew the Gibeonites. 

AManaſſchfinn'd » and that coſt the Liberties 

| | 

| 
; 


and Lives of many, g00d. as well as bad : 
OS Notwithſtanding the Lord turned not from the 
"yg fierceneſs of his great anger , wheremith bis 
23-26, anger was khindled againſt Judah , becauſe of 
' all the Provocations that, Manaſſeh had pro- 
voked him withall. Pharaoh refuſed to give 
liberty ro Gods Church, to worſhip their | 
God, and this brought unparalleI'd Judse- 
ments and Plagues upon the whole Land of | 
Egypt. Amalecks abuſe of Gods people was 
- \ Not forgotten for an huhdred years; but God | 
took op ati everlaſting quariel with any” 
ho & 


till he had rooted them out of che Earchz 


PN Tha ſaith the Loyd of Hoſts, I remember that 


which Amaleck did ro liracl , how he Jaid wait * Sams 


for bim in the way, when he came up from 15+ 26 
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Egypt. Yea, the Sins of one good man; 

bave brought down Plagtes upon many, 
\ David ( whether out of curioſity , Or varn- 
| glory , Or confidence in an arms of ficſh ) would 
needs number the people, ( a little fir in + 
- Compariſon of what we ate guilty uf ) yer ir 
colt the lives of 70000: by the Pelitilence. 


;  Sothe Lord ſent a Peſtilence upon Iſrael, &6.., Tai , 


and there dyed of the people , from Din even 
to Beerſheta , ſeventy thouſand men, Solomon 
was a good Prince, and yet by his fins he 
brought miſerable confulions 'on the moſt 
conſiderable parc of che Curch of /rae!,” by 
that great revolt which ic occatoned; Where 
fore the Lord ſajd to Solomon , For as mitch\ Kings 
as this. is dane of thee, and thou haſt zot kept my 11. 1s 
Covenant , and my Satutes , which [ have 
: comimanded thee , 1 vill ſurely rend the King- 
dams from thee, and will give it to thy Servant. 


El;., agood man., and 2 good Magiltrate, 

. yer becauſe too indulgent op hjs Children 5 

| (a Vice common , but feldome* confidered 
and bewailed ) what a fearful Plague broughe 

. be upon hjs. Poſtericy , as well as himſelf? 

. 1nd the Lord ſaid wnto Samuel , BebolJ4T will 


. 


24, IyJs 


_ doathing in liracl, at which bith the tars of 1 Sim, 


. every one thatbeareth it hall tingle. In that 3: 
-. Any 4 will perform againſt Eli al things Which 025 133 
. 4 have pakengapeerniog bs Hoſe: Whes 1+: 
- 'egin, 4 will alſo make an pd; for 'l þave 

IN ARES - 5 oe LS 


43; Motfues to make ſuch uſe thereof, b 


fold bim, that 1 will Judge bis Houſe for ever , : 


for the iniquity which be knoweth ; becauſe bis + : 


Sons made themſelves vile, and be reſtrained -* 


them not, And therefore 1 have ſworn unto 


the Houſe of Eli , that the iniquity of Elies Ru F 


Houſe ſhall not be prerged with ſacrifice ngr effer- 


Luk.11, ing for ever. 7 he blood of all the Prophets, © [ 


'" 50, 51. ( laich Chriit ) which was ſhed from the Foun= _ 
Hat, dation of the World , ſhall be required of this 


23.35, Generation , from the blood of Abel, wnto the © | 
36. blnod of Zacharias , which periſhed between the | } 
Altar and the T emple : V erily, I ſay unto you, | 


it ſhall be required of this Generation, And 

yet who holds up his hand co Gods Barr, and 

cryes, Guilty , Guilty ? Who ſaith as Da- 

vid, when tie Angel fo:raged among the 

2 Sam, People, Let thy hand be againſt me; for _ 
24+ I7e ſheep, What have they done ? *We are quick- 
ſighted enough, yea too much, to eſpye and 
agoravate the (ins of others: We expect 

fearful Plagues for others Adulteries, Drun- 

| kenneſſes, Swearing and Blaſpheming ; Bur 

the Lord hearkeneth when we will own our 

Sins to be che Incendiaries , ſaying , #hat 
Jer.8.6. pave I done? And What have I dove , tO ſtop 
the mouths of ſo many of Gods faithful 24:- 

mſters , tO unſheath the Sword, to bring 

forth the deftrojing «Angel, to kindle the 
dreadful Fire.in London? Are there not ſuch 

fins amongſt us, for which God hath plagued 

much people ? If ſeerer ſins of particular Per- 

ſons, have drawn down wrath on whole IN a- 

t10nus , Why not thy -ſcaudalows lins.? Say no 

_ More, Such Oppoſition , Oppteſſion, Ido- 

: en latry , 
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— Motive tomake ſuch uſe thereof, 435 


England tor my pride, for my nnthankful- 


2 
"x 


Cn 


was che wrath of God upon Jernſalem , and 


latry, uncleaneſs , &c. will bring in miſery, 


F asan armed man : our ſay, there is danger 
= leſt God ſhould make an ucter end of 'poor 


nels, for my truiting inan Arm of fleſh, for 


my back-ſlidings : O! how many haye I 
cauſed to fall by the Sword? and how many 
by the Pefttlexce? And bow many have I 


"> 


cauſed to be ruined by the Fire? Verily, if 


$..-,chou art gtilty ofnvorher fin , ſave pride , 
'# yer chou can{t not clear thy ſelf from being 


- 
_ 
+ 


one of E nglands Incendiaries. O! how 


Fudah ,' becauſe Hezekiab's heart was lifred 
up.? But Hezekiah rendred not again accord- 
ing to the-benefit gone unto him ; for his heart 2 Chron. 
was lifted up : therefore there was wrath upon 31, 25, 
him , and upon Judah , 4»d Jzruſalem. | 

3, Should not your hearts be broken for 4nd No Re- 
from your jins , ſeeing without repentance the p<ntancey 
mercies you are deprived of , becauſe of yonuy -reapi 
fins , will never be returned, or not 1n mercy, mercy, | 
yea greater judgements will follew Þ Unleſs you bur more 
return unto God, from whom you have de- wrath, 
parted, God will not return unto your 
Souls. If ye forſake him , he will forfake 2 Chron. 
you, imports as much ag , if you continue to I 5. 2. 
forſake him, he will continue to forſake 
you. If.you repent not , God will not. re- 
curn your liberties , your trade , his own 
Ordinances in purity and power , or at leaſt 
he will not return theſe , or any other mer- 
cies , you have linned away , in mercy : Bur 
you may expe greater judgements than e- 

| Hh; _—_ 


* WV 


4.36 ainives to a fuck uſe ern | 
yer. yet you law, to tall, not. only upon” 
your ſelves and families , but upon the Land. 
Think not that they were the greaelt linners 3 = 2 
inE gland. » upan whom th e&word , or Pe- F 3 A 
ſilence , or Fire fel! : . Remember Chris I 
tell you Nay , but except you rejient yon all all & 
you? 3 ikewif c peridh Wo peek on 53 oy Pg ; 
Tub 6. fer ye iÞ-ll muryn ant za weep : And will ya! J-< E: 
25 run the hazard of this dreadful, zo 7 Will you. -* 
"__ runthe hazarding of periſhing « al, and' alt=" 


gether >. 15 1t not better tO wours, "ew , than 3: 
10 (r7 and bow! in, the pit of p; elf far ever 2 
God hath determined within his own breaſt , 
' nay he hach expreſled this to be his pleaſure- a 
-to the Children of men , that ſooner ,. or la- W_- 
ter, all ſhall mourn'for ſin ,. either in this 
Jife , or in the-next : And is:it not herter toi 
Feel the weight here , than on a death bed , 
orin Hell. Whar ſaid a Ruffian once ; when 
in the midſt of his joyial Companions he cla; pc 
© his-h+ndg on his breaſt, and cryed our well, 
one day 1 muff kyow what a wounded Conſcience | 
weaneth, God is reſolute in this , you ſhall 
one-time or other find it an eyil and bitter 
- "thing to provoke him. And-ſhall this conſi- 
deratjon nothing move you : I. know this 
ſhould not be the chief ground of your ſor- 
row : But yer Chriſt was na legal Preacher , 
when he cryed out , fin »1 more. leaſt a worſe 
thmg happen to you. Go thru ſuggard to the 
Ant, provide in Summer for the Winter. Bur 
Q the great cheats chat poor ſouls put upon 
themſelves ! they hope, thoughthey repent 
Not , though they remain Careleſs, worldly, 
& Ce 


= Motivestomhe ſuth uſe thereof | 

” -&C. yer others are not ſo careleſs. as they * 
though they faſt nor, yet they hope ſome do: 
==: thovgh they ſpend not days in prayer , they 
= hope ochers do ; and chey hope. to, fare the 
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3 Z9hall be cured of the tone in the bladder, or 
A of afilthy Leproſie by anothers taking Pay- 
I Z#ick for me , as that I ſhall be ſaved by ano- 
> thers repentance.O ! what folly is this to take 
7 relief and ſanuary in others fervent Petitt- 
= ' ons and deprecations of wrath , whilſt thon 
* thyſelf cryeſt out, Soul take thine caſe ſtore 35 
laid up for thee by others? Alas ! how doſt thou 
know what others are-a doings ? Doe they 
blow the Trumpec , when chey go to faſt ? 
the more likely it is that they be Hypocrites., 
But hath not God faid , Go throvgh the mudſt _ 
of the City, through the midſt of Jeruſalem , Evek. 9. 
and ſet a mark ( only ) upon the foreheads of 4* 
the men, that ſigh and that cry for allthe abo- 
| 2nations that be done in the midſt thereof? and 
avain, Son of man, when the Land finneth a- 
gainſt me by trauſgreſſing grievouſly , then will 
- 4 ſtretch out mine hand npon it , and will break. 
the ſtaff of the bread thereof , and will ſend a fa- 
| mine. upoz it , and will cut off man and bea 
| from it, Though theſe three men , Noah , Exth, 
Daniel, and Job were in it , they ſhould deli- 14+ T3 y 
ver but their own Souls, by their righteouſneſs, 14+ 
ſaith the Lord God. Hh4 4. Should 
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eni- © | : 6 . " "4 
Impeni from your f1s , ſeeing ſy long as you are umpe= » 


God, 


Ezeh. the righteous turneth away from his righteouſ- 
18.21 neſs , and committeth miquity ) and doth ac- 
22,24. cording to all the abomitnations , that the wictk= 


2 Ep. ofd man doth , ſhall he live ? all bis rigbtcouf- | 


Jobs 
Ve 8, 


Gal. 3. 


4. 
Their 


perſons 
are loa- 


thed, 


Je ear amwooumn eng 


Adotives to make ſuF ufe thereof, 
7 4. Showld not your hearts be broken for, and 


RE 


ble you to the very duit > your impenis 
tency makes you neicher fit company fol i 
God , nor his £ainrs ; you are loathfome tn 
the ſight of both , whili, you are under ſo 
much guilc , and yer inſen{ible of ic. A renal” 
der broken hearted Chritlian 1s lovely 5 
Gods, and his peoples , eyeyz; but how ug- ts 
Iy a ſight is it co ſee adarins , bold, infenii- "WWe- 
ble finner , perſiſting in a courſe of (in, WE 
without repentance ? If the wicked will turn 
from all his fins , that he hath commuted, and 
keep all my ſtatutes, Fc. m his righteouſneſs 
that he hath done ſhall he live , &c. But when 


m_ > 
- wp _ 1 
"os ' F 
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neſs that he hath done ſhall not be m-utioned. 
And is it nothing to you to loſe the things you 
have wrought? Is it nothing to ſuffer, ant | 
to {offer o many things 11 vain ? 

5. Should not your hearts be broken {or , and 
from your fins 5, ſeeing ſo long as yo!s are 1pe- | 
mtent God doth not .only loath your ſervices, | 
but he cannor take ary delight i» jour perſons , 
ea you cannot be reſtored into bis love and fa- 
vour? without Repentance there is no Remuſ- | 


ſion. | 


= Aothyes to make ſuch uſe thereof. 489 
- ion: Kepent ye therefore , ard be corverted , All. 3s 


Y hat your fits may be blotted out. And what? 19. 


5 
z 


E*have you-no mind to Te forgiven your own _ 

End your other mens fivs ? Lave you no Will to Dem 

beat peace with God , and to te reflored 79% 

Wingo his love and favour ? Are you comentf#»dit 

Fithac all theſe , and innumerable fins more 9m 

+» ZFHhovld be cl arged upon your Account 2 O P{eri- 

Fen ! bes ot God to break your hearts for , £97414 

| oy md from your lins, A broken veſlel, a bro- mſi in 

3 ken heart, will hold beſt the oyl of mercy. 94s con 

Ml dibe Sacrifices of God are a broken Sprrit: a trit nay. 

ll FFroken anvd a contrite beart, © God! thou wilt Bernard, 

Wy. ot deſpiſe. EA 

ME 6. Should not your hearts be broken for and Bu their 

WE from your fs, ſeeimg your Repevtance will be ſo _ 

poo , and ſo reviving to your even broken” Q 11... 
earted Minifters > Your Repentance will ceedingly 

more plea/e God , than all your /izs have d:f+ pleaſe 

pleaſed him. Though your ſins have yery God and 

much difpleaſed him \ 'yer he was- loth ro de- —_ 

part from you , he hath departed only pra- g,,, © 
| dually 3 But if you will repent be will reags- 

ſ 2Yy return : inhis departure he bath gone as ir 

were a Sayles pace ; but if you will return , 

he will return with ſpeed , be will twyn te- 

| wardsjou, and fall upon yeur Necks, and kiſs 

Jay and not upbraid you with any of your for« 

er miſcarriages. And O ! what areireſh- 

| Ingwillitbe to your fainting Miniſters co. 

; fee you returning Prodigals? © Believeit , 

© our Chains world te worn as Bracelets and 

« Tewells, and our Exiles would be a Paradiſe 

«* [OU1s, did weſee you putting your mouths 
£c in 
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| 
| 
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 <c oor returns, whilſt youy and we are {ſo un-Þ 


< be baniſhed from the face of men , ſo tht 


© Juſts : If you live and and falt in the fart 


:-1 hold -your-benummecneſs; your inſenfible- 


©: yard , where we loved. our work, better 


Hoteves to make fuch uſe thareef, 


e ;nthe duft , and crying out becauſe of all,” 
« your Provocations. It: is your ſecurity ;. "_ 
&« your ſeeking great things for your ſelves oy 
© your pride, your fooliſh expectations OF 


< fit for ſuch a mercy ,, that ts our greateli 
© burden, and lies heavier 6n us than the "a 
< wrath of any, ſave of God Almighty” 
« God knoweth, who knowerh the ſecrets 
<« our Souls, that we could be contented 4 


c« you were delivered from the power of yo " 4 be 


© we live, and though we have nothing » ye } 
«< we poſſeſs all things, joying and rejoycingll & bt if 
© roſee your Zeat, your Repencance , your 
« Indignations and Revenges again your ul 
ec fins. .. But wo is unto us, we fear we have 

ec ſpent our Lungs s, Our Time , our Studies, 
« qur Life in-vain upon.yau , whilſt we be- 


© neſs of allthe tokens of Gods diſpleaſure , | 
« by reaſon of your tranſgreſſions. And will | 

© you add' affis 102 to the alfriied ? Is it not 
ec enough that.we are turned out of the V ine- 


than our {ves ; Is it. not eno 1$h that we 
«care caft forth from among our People and 
«Friends to ſeek bread for our ſelves and lit- 
e tle-onesfram door to door ? Bit will you | 
« have #greater hand in our miſery than any | 
<« others.? Will you lay the greateſt load af 

« trouble upon us , whillt others oppre/s our 
© outward man, Will you go on to vex our 
« Speruts ? 


Fo ative tomaks\ furb fe thereof: 
£6 Sp;rirs? Have pitty upon us, O Children! 


EZ call us your Spiritual Fathers, you did re- 
WES ceive us 4s Angels, yea a Feſus Chriſt, you 
& would have placked out your eyes to do us 
= o00d; O! now whatdo we beg ? not to 
"+ bave yogr eyes out, but fill d, fill'd-with tears, 
— nd your hearts fill'd with ſorrow for , ha- 
"red and indignation again , your (ins? 
Peep nor for ns ; but weep for your ſelves : 


* 


3g 
I 


i es. £ 

me *6 And is there nor a cauſe 2 Your rears will 
| A&be our meat and drink : a great part of our 
- i Joy will arife from ſeeing your godly ſorrow: 
+. © Hagar was not more refeſhed with her 
E*< fountain, than we ſhall be to find your 
IF © heads as waters , and your eyes as foiintais 
e& of tears, and you weeping day and night 


ny 


3 a, : "= 
947» oo - - pl 
LF. þ 


$<{ 24 


e Let it ſtffice you that you have ſo long 
« prieved-us and Chriſt by your Security , 
« Seff-love, Worldlineſs, Pride , and. Paſſi- 
© 0ns. O that now the Egyprians, that we 
c« have feen among:yon , may te ſeen alive 
<no more ! Let us not te haſtned to our 
e« 6raves by your impenitencies and ſtubborn 
e« cepartures from God. We are troubled 
© to .find ſtill among you and upon you, 
« thoſe very f:ns, which have laid Kingdoms 
© and Churches waſt , and yet you ſecure : 
« as if the Lord had fowred out a Spirit of 
_<© ſlrmter vpon you : thoſe very ſins, which 
&« oyerthrow the Churches of Tudea and Aſa 
ec arefound zmong 3pou, and will you not 
repent, and co your firft works ? It prieves 


q9r 


ke whom we have 6r gotten 1n the Goſpel : you | 


Gal. 4, 
r5. 


& for your own and others provocations. . 
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Now, or 


_ < how little you fear the threacnings of moft* 
; ec freadfull Judg2ments aIain(t thoſe very 4 


Mottves to make ſuch ufe thereof,” 
© 15 to.che heart to {ce hns run chrough you gy" 
e a5 water through a Mill , and you recardic.. FF 
©« not. We beſcech you our of love to God, 
< to your own Souls, and tous an our com- 
cc forts I thar you would ceaſe to 4o evil, and. k 2 |: 
© [earn to do well: Be mnved with fear , and 


_” 


© prepare an Ark, Tae old world would not, FF 
& believe Noah; Burt the Lord mide then? F 
© to know he was a Propuet of Rizhreoub $ is F; 
«neſs, We picty your Souls, we arecro v "Bo % 
< bled to ſes what confidence you pur in u C > 4 

< certain Signs and Prognoltications ,, which 
<< beget careleſsneſs anc ſecurity in you , an 


<& (ins you have lived in; many a ſad thought 
« we have about you ,. whiltt we ſee your 
© fgickleneſs, inconltancy, ({upidity , and un- 
© Srounded, ( becauſe unſcripcural ) hopes. 
«O! return, returv, repent, repent ; that we 
© may. be able to lay, ye are our joy, our 
& Crown, our reſoycing in the day of Chriſt. 

7. And L1ily , Should not your [earts be 


never, for broken for and from yaur ſins , even by what 
ought 
they 

kaow, | 


you not only time to Repent , but an opportunt- 


may be ſeen i this Glaſs , ſeeing now God gives 


ty of Repentance , and ſuch an one, aa if you 
neplett it you may never bave the like again? 
When r3me and the means are married and 
lodged together ( ſaith one ) they beget oppor- 
1011 N ow time, and means meet together 

co effect your Repentance. If rh oppor- 
tunity be loſt, you may never have another : 
and if you ſhould never have any other, your 
cale 
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F-ppo'd, or wept back again. Eſau's inſtance x7,h 12, 
23 pill In Gods opportu- x4, 
& nity it is an ealie thing ro repent ; bur if this 


God forbid ) it may be impoſſible for you to 


+5 , 5 pes L 


_ 

[90S _—_ 
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Motives to make ſuch uſe thereof, 


is deſperate. ' Opportunities cannot be 
2ts it out of all doubr. 
pportunity ſhould be loſt by you, ( which 


wpent > God may juſtly give you up to 7Ju- 


#1! impenitency. © It may be God 


Soul, now it may be God warms thy heart, 


$ :N 


Torace ; Bur to ule che'words of one of the 
© chiefeſt of Englazds late Alarming Preach- 3» 
+. £< ers, with ſome lictle variation ) 1fthou ler 

*-<this day paſs,thou maitt-defire to have one of 
©. © the drops of chat blood, that hatch been offer- 


©edto thee , and. yet never have-it: thou 


F< maylt delire to feel one drap of his ſpirit , 


© that hath knocke at thine hearc $5 and yer 
© 590 without it ; thou mailt intreat. for one 
© dram of that mercy, . that hath been offered, 
«and thou haſt rejeaed ; bur it ſhall never. 
© begranted to thee : God may clap that fear- 
© full ſentence upon thee, Now bexceforth 
© never, grow fruit more on thee , never repen- 
© tance come 1nto thine heatt more. If ow 
© chou wilt not repent and be conve , the 
© Lord may ſet it down in his dee, that 
©from this day forward thou mayſt fumble 8- 
© boutthy (ins; bur ſhall never geFvicory 


©overthem : thon mayit ever be monrnmg 
© for thy corruptions; bat »ever mourn arrghe 
« forthem : rhou maylt blunder about 


repen- 
* Lance 


See My. 
doth Fenners 
FI3=Znow by this Treatiſe ſpeak home unto thy 44"2e E 

wwe; | of defer- 
Þ © now it may be God works in thee good 777g 7c 


| thoughts and defires; Now is thy day of P*"F47ce 


© NAFTA TBE - 


| Eck. 
24. I3- 


© thee', nd thou waſt not cleanſed , thou ſhalt | 


” 
7- 
+ 3 


©rance , but never do the work, Ton ſhall nat 
* mourn , nor weep ; bat you ſhall pine away wn. 
© your iniquitzes, There is many a Soul tot”; 
©contemning of God , and not taking up re="3 
© pentance, while he nay have 17. upogs 
© whon this plague of God is come , chabnlis 
© they are ever repenting , but never able, con 
© repent ; ever porins upon. their (ins ', bug 
© never able to cone out of them. ; tliey pm 
© and pray againſt them , bac their prayers. 
* moulder away under them ; for they {hi 

© pane _ for their tranſgreſs1ons, Whalls | 
©rche reaſon? Way? becauſe { would, bates, | 
© purged thee , and thou waſt pot purged., thow } 
* ſhalt not be purged any more. May not God I” 
< ſay co thee thu; ? Becauſe I have siven thee Þ 
© line upon line , precept upon precept , call up- 
Con call ; not only outward , but inward W 
© calls , ordinance upon ordinance , provi- Þ 
< dence upon providence, book upon book , þ 
* motion upon motion : Becauſe I have uled F 
© all means, fair means, and foul means; Il I 
© have plainly ſhewed thee thy (ſins by, my 
</Pord and Rod, and by this glaſs, I have a- 

« wakened thine own Conſcience, yea and 

e ſtirredup, as by other Sermons and 7 rea- 


"> 
* 49 
T ,. 


© eiſes Mo by this, g00d thoughts and de- 
c fire chee ; becauſe would have: cleanſed 


e neverthe cleanſed. 1s not this a fearfullſen- 
<tence? Alas 1 Thy hearr is very hard , and 
© thy Conſcience very: much ſeared; if the 
© reading hereof doth :not make- thee quake 
©andtremble- What ſhall L ſay ? Now _—_ 
Z xe 


bw 


- Frog to male fuch uſe thoteaf. © 495 

Axe Laid to the root of the Tree. oe OP- 1,2. 3. 

pc vrtunity is »ow : If thou paſs by this "= 
cnOou 


3 »thou art gone; for Yan f f car} <4 
+ may( be chopte ff preſerifly os eglett 
C | nor the preſent Now , leſt tlio be cur off for 
ever. . Toon arc in danger of being preſent- 
ue down , if thou doſt not preſently re- 
zwery T ree which br mgeth wot forth , 
be preſn renſe ) good fruit , 5r ( even 
reſent ) hewn down , and caſt i ito the | 
Fpre- P ſhall conclude with the words of the _ 
| F* ale , The Earth which drinketh in the | . 
Fu Bos at cometh of t wpon it , and bringeth forth & _—_ 
4 5 bs meet for them, by mh it Is dreſſed, re- |: 
Ee bleſsing from Ged: But that which Heb. 6 
| beareth thorns and bryars , is rejefied, and 15 7,8,9." 
' migh untocurſing , whoſe end is to, be burned : 
But , Beloved, we are perſwaded better things 
of Joſs » and things that Accompany Salvation 
ſuch a repentance as cannot. be ſe;arated 
. from Salyation ) though we thus os yea 
the;efore we thus write. 
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Soli Deo ft. Gloria, 
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Such Senſe-ſpoyling Miſtakes, as ( notwitls 2 
Randing the great care of the Printer, ane" 
Corre&or ) occurr in the firit »q, S088." 

FI. D AER "IN. 
of this Glaſs , the Candid Reader 15 Uglred 22 
co correct thus , = bs. a 


Age 23. Line 1 8. for ſatd, tEdd ſav. 3 | - L 


ſelf ſeizings, read ſelf-ſeckings. ibid. 1." Þ: 
ater joyn'd, adde, an4 maſt be taken. p. 52, | 
I. 20, for they, read he, P» 56. 6 I % for wh, | BB 
read ſave. p. $4.1. 23. for poiſed, read poſed, Wd 
P- 106.1, 10, for begin, read began. p. 123. © 
I. 21. for ſalocy, read ſawcy. Pe. 124: I: 25, 

after want, adde, are ſuch. p.134. t. 32;for 
meetings, read' melcinge. p. t58. l. 1. del ay. 

p. 1 61,1. 28. for of, read as are; P:-169. "2 


= #4 arg. for affe&ionibus, read affi;. 
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